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Newest Articles 
No One Will Be “Left Behind” …But You Will Be Separated! February 2013

- You like J.N. Darby and C.I. Scofield? Some lies stretch back some 173 years!
-

–  

Christian-Yoga Studio Owner Claims No Compromise of Faith? 
- Owner states, "...we practice a hatha-based yoga."
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We are dedicated to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as His servants and to exposing error taught as truth.  
 

Back to Home Page

Sowers of the Word The Sunday School Teacher's
Edition Oxford 1880s KJV Bible 

Biblical Discernment Ministries
- Part of our Ministry

Our New Blog Truth with Snares!?

The Organic Church God's Word
Or Compost?

Articles Important for Bible Believers

So-called Fundamentalists (In name only) 

So-called Christian Rock / CCM Dangers 

Dangers of Promise Keepers (from 1990s)

 

Poems and Prose (various subjects)

Links to our many discernment ministry friends

John's Testimony
and Purpose for this Web Site 

Click Here to reach us by E-Mail

The Organic Church? Based on God's Word or Truth from the Dung
Heap?

2 Timothy 4:3-4 "For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be

turned unto fables."
 The Organic Church: House2House - and the NAR & Contemplative

Way September 2011
Has House2House Church been co-opted by connections to the radical hyper-

charismatic New Apostolic Reformation crowd,
Dominionist teachings, AND even  Contemplative Mysticism? Or are they just

another facet of the same emergent movement?
 Blue is the New Red - 'Violology' is the New Theology! - God's Wife is the

Devil's Consort!? 
– Did One NAR / Home Church Leader Marry God to Form of “Ashtoreth?” 

 September 2011
The Church is the wife of God? / Connections to The Shack's Female God /

Jesus the lonely Bachelor? / The Trinity Redefined / Ties to Much More!
 The Organic Church: In Typical Christian Na’vi Blue - The message comes

forth! "Epic Jesus: The Christ You Never Knew"
– by Frank Viola 9/4/11 reviewed by John Beardsley 9/7/11   September 2011
The Tree of Life morphed into the enemy of God / The Church is the wife of

God?! ---What!?
Beardsley Ministries Series on The Organic Church

 The Organic Church Together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One January 2011
 The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011

The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of Men: Part Three  August 2011
Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto August 2011

Link to: "Open Letter to George Barna" August 30, 2011
A very timely letter addressing some of the concerns of the book Pagan

Christianity authored by George Barna and Frank Viola
- A book that was a primer for the book Reimagining Church and other issues

addresses here on BDM with the Organic Movement! 
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offensive advertisements, we have no control over them. However, feel free to notify Google with any complaints on the ads.

Please read this before e-mailing us an accusatory response! We get numerous ugly responses
from people who "profess" to be Christians that quickly label us: "Pharisees," "slanderers,"
"false accusers," "legalists" and etc.  Carefully consider the following articles linked here: 
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Those Fundamentalist Pharisees  Legalism Is it Right to Judge?  
More Related Articles by topic from BDM and  What Does the Bible say about Doctrine? 
- Unless you can prove specifically what is posted is incorrect, PLEASE don't waste our time or
yours! Examples of criticisms that will gladly be responded to: Notifying us of a misquote and/or
using scripture to rightly to defend what you say. 

Due to a problem we have experienced with individuals in the past we ask that any of the reports
or articles on this site NOT be stored or re-posted on other Internet sites without our express
permission. However, we invite you to link to our site as you need, a link to us does not mean we
endorse you in ANY way. Again, thank you for visiting our site.
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Important Issues for Bible Believing Christians Today
 – 

Christian-Yoga Studio Owner Claims No Compromise of Faith? - Owner states, "...we practice
a hatha-based yoga."

Elevation ‘Video’ Church – A Visit to the Early Service at Matthews, NC - September 11, 2011
Pastor Steve Furtick and their not so "audacious faith" just another popular flash in the pan
 with a mix of rock-n-roll, hip-hop and gimmicks?

Book Review of The Shack - A dangerous self-published book by William P.
Young which has become a best seller - Popularized and endorsed by
numerous liberal, new age, and emergent church leaders! Including endorsements
or praise by Christianity Today, The Gaithers, Mark Lowry, Michael W. Smith, Eugene Peterson
and more! This review exposes numerous Satanic lies rolled into what many consider a
"Christian" Novel.

“The Left Behind Series” – Book  Review - Will you be left behind? Following
this book series, the majority of professing Christianity is left behind!
The Passion of the Christ - Movie Reviews Why True Christians Should
Avoid the "Roman Catholic" Evangelical Film "The Passion of Christ" The
script is based on the four gospels AND The Mystical City of God by Mary of
Agreda,  AND a book of visions by Ann Catherine Emmerich -- "passion
mystic" Catholic nuns!
WWJD? (What Would Jesus Do?) - The Popular Fad Examined to the Light
of Scriptures

Cults to beware of and those with "Cult like" behavior! - -With a number of
links to other helpful pages
A Critique of Dr. Lawrence Crabb's Book "Inside Out" - Demonstrates
Crabb's "Freudian" tendencies and unscriptural counsel

Morality Issues
 - 
- 
-
-
-
 -
-
-
- 
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Please read this before e-mailing us an accusatory response! We get numerous ugly responses
from people who "profess" to be Christians that quickly label us: "Pharisees," "slanderers,"
"false accusers," "legalists" and etc.  Carefully consider the following articles linked here: 
Those Fundamentalist Pharisees  Legalism Is it Right to Judge?  
More Related Articles by topic from BDM and  What Does the Bible say about Doctrine? 
- Unless you can prove specifically what is posted is incorrect, PLEASE don't waste our time or
yours! Examples of criticisms that will gladly be responded to: Notifying us of a misquote
and/or using scripture to rightly to defend what you say. 

Due to a problem we have experienced with individuals in the past we ask that any of the
reports or articles on this site NOT be stored or re-posted on other Internet sites without our
express permission. However, we invite you to link to our site as you need, a link to us does not
mean we endorse you in ANY way. Again, thank you for visiting our site.
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So-called Fundamentalists (In name only)
 A Short Exposé of Dr. Jack Schaap & Book Review -  Dr. Jack Schaap - His General
Teachings/Activities on the BDM Site (12/08)
- Something serious to carefully ponder if you are looking for a Christian College!  This exposé
reveals what I believe is dangerous doctrine in a book called "Marriage: The Divine Intimacy" along with other wacky
teachings in keeping Dr. Schaap's goal of, "... perpetuating the ministry of Dr. Jack Hyles for the next generation."

PROSPERITY DOCTRINE TAUGHT AT HYLES' FORMER CHURCH Jack Schaap Teaches Prosperity Doctrine!
Article by Way of Life Ministry - David Cloud (Copied with permission)

Biblical Discernment Ministries reports on Jack Hyles
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 The Organic Church: House2House - and the NAR & Contemplative Way September 2011
Has House2House Church been co-opted by connections to the radical hyper-charismatic New Apostolic Reformation crowd,

Dominionist teachings, AND even  Contemplative Mysticism? Or are they just another facet of the same emergent movement? 
Here is a quick look at the "Momentum National House Church Conference" conference the weekend of 9/2-9/4, 2011 at Jacksonville, Florida 

with keynote speakers Neil Cole, Frank Viola and Wolfgang Simson. Complete with a breakout session from at least one contemplative
teacher!

One excerpt where Simson practices the New Age extra-biblical practice of interpreting dreams from his own site:

"Heavens TV. When God speaks to you in dreams. How we learn to stop missing the real night show; practical introduction to
interpreting dreams humans have from God – and how we in turn can become what God dreams of us (Starfish Edition, 2010)"
Wolfgang Simson - on his site: http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/html/welcome.html

 Blue is the New Red - 'Violology' is the New Theology! - God's Wife is the Devil's Consort!? 
– Did One NAR / Home Church Leader Marry God to Form of “Ashtoreth?”   September 2011

The Church is the wife of God? / Connections to The Shack's Female God / Jesus the lonely Bachelor? / The Trinity Redefined / Ties to Much
More!

 The Organic Church: In Typical Christian Na’vi Blue - The message comes forth! "Epic Jesus: The Christ You Never Knew"
– by Frank Viola 9/4/11 reviewed by John Beardsley 9/7/11   September 2011

The Tree of Life morphed into the enemy of God / The Church is the wife of God?! ---What!?
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The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of Men: Part Three   August 2011
Continuing to expose the assault on the local church of foundational and fundamental doctrines! 

Again I show some of the people behind it are clearly connected to the Emerging Church Movement 
showing clear connections to the radical hyper-charismatic New Apostolic Reformation crowd, Dominionist teachings, 

Contemplative Mysticism, Extreme Ecumenical ties and more. 
If you are into the so-called Organic Church Movement watch out!!!

Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto August 2011
- A quick look at the 26 endorsers of The Jesus Manifesto listed from their site!

I was even a bit surprised with all of the connections to the Emergent, New Apostolic Reformation, Liberal theology, and even New Age!
Not a Biblical one in the list I can see!

Link to: "Open Letter to George Barna" August 30, 2011
A very timely letter addressing some of the concerns of the book Pagan Christianity authored by George Barna and Frank Viola

- A book that was a primer for the book Reimagining Church and other issues addresses here on BDM with the Organic Movement! 
One quote: "How, after that, you have been on a path to really eliminate the local church as we know it -- cross-pollinating
your half-baked results with half-baked theology and history to try to paint a new churchless Christianity which, it seems, is

the next step after seeker-sensitive, commitophobic churches.  The detractors of this blog will want evidence of such so I
point them to these reviews of your execrable books Revolution and Pagan Christianity."

 The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011
 The next article of this continuing series revealing a fresh assault on the local church of its foundational and fundamental doctrines! A focus is
made on the book The Jesus Manifesto and the sources linking it to the old "God is dead" liberal theologians and to teachings called a cult-like

by the late Dr Walter Martin

 The Organic Church together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One January 2011
 New article revealing a fresh assault on the local church of its foundational and fundamental doctrines! Demonstrating ties to the New

Apostolic Reformation, Liberal theology and even to the New Age. - First of a series!

Frank Viola said in "Rethinking The Wineskin" (1998) and later revised in “Reimagining Church” quoted here: 
"To borrow a term from scientific philosopher Thomas Kuhn, we need a "paradigm shift" regarding the church before we can properly
rebuild it. That is, we need a new worldview regarding the meaning of the body of Christ. A new model for understanding the ekklesia. A
new framework for thinking about the church. Of course, the “new paradigm” that I’m speaking of is not new at all. It’s the paradigm that
undergirds the entire New Testament.”  (Reimaging Church p272, 2008) Emphasis bold and underlined mine.

---Or did Viola accurately say it right the first time and actually is introducing house churches to the emergent paradigm of the Leadership
Network and New Apostolic Reformation? If Viola’s paradigm is correct he is saying we have been “doing church” wrong for more than a

millennium and we need to “…rebuild it” As if it needs restoration!. Do we need Viola's definition of a paradigm shift that includes restoration
type theology or to get back to the Bible?!

 Book Review of The Shack 
 A dangerous self-published book by William P. Young which has become a best seller

- Popularized and endorsed by numerous liberal, new age, and emergent church leaders!
Including endorsements or praise by Christianity Today, The Gaithers, Mark Lowry, Michael W. Smith, Eugene Peterson and more! This review

exposes numerous Satanic lies rolled into what many consider a "Christian" Novel.

The Passion of the Christ  
- Movie Reviews Why True Christians Should Avoid the "Roman Catholic" Evangelical Film "The Passion of Christ" The script is based on the
four gospels AND The Mystical City of God by Mary of Agreda,  AND a book of visions by Ann Catherine Emmerich -- "passion mystic" Catholic

nuns!

 

 

David danced and so can I!
-Another lame excuse of c-rockers to

behave like the world.
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Hello!? Is Anybody Out There? 
- Just How Big is the Universe? 

Science fiction is putting faith where there
is no hope.

 

Onward Followers of the Christ!?
- A Prose for today January 14, 2012 

Why so many walk the road a road most
travelled...

Google - Beardsley Ministry & BDM Site Search 

  
 WWW  The Beardsley Ministry and Biblical Discernment Ministries 
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Some advertising from Google sponsors may appear in connection with your searches. All free search engines have such

advertising. In the interest of having site search capability, we have elected to use Google at this time because it is a free service.
If you come across any particularly offensive advertisements, we have no control over them. However, feel free to notify Google

with any complaints on the ads.

Click Here to reach us by E-Mail
Please read this before e-mailing us an accusatory response!

We get numerous ugly responses from people who "profess" to be Christians that quickly label us: "Pharisees," 
"slanderers," "false accusers," "legalists" and etc.  Carefully consider the following articles linked here: 

"Those Fundamentalist Pharisees"  "Legalism" "Is it Right to Judge?"  More Related Articles by topic from BDM and  What Does the Bible say
about "Doctrine?"

Unless you can prove specifically what is posted is incorrect, PLEASE don't waste our time or yours! Examples of criticisms
that will gladly be responded to: Notifying us of a misquote and/or using scripture to rightly to defend what you say. Our

purpose is not to provide you a sounding board!

Last Updated: February 17, 2012 
Thank you for visiting our homepage.

John & Kathy Beardsley

Due to a problem we have experienced with individuals in the past we ask that any of the reports or articles on this site NOT be stored or re-
posted on other Internet sites without our express permission. However, we invite you to link to our site as you need, a link to us does not mean

we endorse you in ANY way. Again, thank you for visiting our site.
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Articles Exposing the Dangers of so called CCM & "Christian" Rock
-C-rockers, PLEASE DO NOT e-mail us anymore, we are NOT interested in further debates with those

twisting
God's word to justify their compromise with rock music and the behavior that goes with it .If you are interested

 in repenting of C-rock we will be more than happy to assist you. We admonish anyone using C-rock as a means
 to reach the lost to REPENT and do what the Bible teaches.  We have documented the ungodly

 & unbiblical behavior of C-rock repeatedly in some of the articles and links below.

Link to: HELPFUL MUSIC RESOURCES 
By David Cloud, Way Of Life Ministry 

Has much information on where to find good music!

Link to: Sacred Music Services
A great source for music and more!

Link to: DOES JESUS GROOVE TO ROCK MUSIC?
By David Cloud, Way Of Life Ministry 

The July issue of Charisma, ... exhorting the readers to "Get in the Groove." The author, J. Lee Grady, mocks
traditional Christian music as "dirge-like" and "lily-white" and something only for "grandmothers." He goes on

to make the pretentious claim that worship music in Heaven will feature "a dozen Hammond-B3 organs and a
procession of hip-hop [rap] dancers." Not content with this brazen claim, Grady tells us that Jesus Christ "loves all

music--even the funkiest" and that Jesus Christ enjoys dancing with the angels and "grooving to the sound of
Christian R&B [rhythm and blues] pumped out of a boom box."

Why I Knock so-called "Christian" Rock (C-Rock) 
This is not for C-rockers unless you plan on repenting and following what the Bible teaches!

The purpose is to assist Christians that are serious in defending their churches against this wile (C-rock and CCM)
of our adversary.  Nothing in my walk with my Lord Jesus, for some 20 years now has been more divisive an issue
than music, in particular so called "Christian" Rock and CCM music.  -- That is why I believe an article such as

this one is so badly needed.

To Sin to Reach a Sinner?! 
– An Ode to C-Rockers and the like 

For C-rockers questioning their rationale since many of them are bent on criticizing this site. 
A quick and easy answer to their many lies and distortions of God’s Holy Word.

The Church Upon We Rock??
Following the concepts of today’s "Revival"  A fictional story using various pieces of things actually taking place in

so called "Christian Rock" concerts and in churches!!! It can be a glimpse into the near future!!!"

http://www.wayoflife.org/files/86ebb61683ddd5151cd6cd7709c2ce91-284.html
http://www.smsrecordings.com/
http://www.wayoflife.org/files/d71aa41148eaa805afc94b14c0518e20-482.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/files/d71aa41148eaa805afc94b14c0518e20-482.html
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The Invasion Begins!
A Review Of the Newsboys 1997 "Take Me To Your Leader Tour"

The secular media even compares their musical sound to secular "Matthew Sweet," "Bush," "Stone Temple
Pilots," "Live," "Pet Shop Boys" and "Pearl Jam!" --  WHAT KIND OF GOSPEL ARE THEY PREACHING?

READ THIS ARTICLE AND FIND OUT!

DC Talk Examined - Headbanging and Moshing for Jesus?
A Review of DC Talk's 1996 "Jesus Freak Tour"

Some of the Band's role models are the Beatles, David Bowie, U2, The Police, Nat King Cole and Frank Sinatra!
They play parts of secular "R.E.M.'s" and anti-Christian "Nirvana's" music!!!  Even the secular media states:

"But DC Talk's own songs seemed far too derivative of such groups as U2, Nine Inch Nails, and the Beastie Boys." 
-- DOES DC TALK PLAY CHRISTIAN MUSIC?

---OR JUST MAYBE ARE THESE CHRISTIANS WHO PLAY ROCK & ROLL???!!! 
READ THE ARTICLE TO FIND OUT!

DC Talk Defended - ANSWERED!
This page is an answer to the hatchet job done to our article DC Talk Examined by a C-rocker !

Does the Bible Support Christian Rock?
A quick answer for so called "Christian Rockers"

What is it to be "all things" to all people?
A prose regarding 1 Corinthians 9:18 -23 and much more  -- a verse misused terribly by so called "Christian

Rockers" as an excuse for their rock!!!

Link to: "CHARISMATIC-STYLE WORSHIP: GETTING HIGH ON MUSIC "
An article giving you alarming information on many CCM performers you need to know!

Link to: WHY WE ARE OPPOSED TO CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC
Jars Of Clay a trio that names Jimi Hendrix and The Beatles as their inspiration! Many more...

Link to: Way of Life Ministry Topics on Music
Links to many useful articles on what to look for and what to watch out for

Link to: "Is ‘new worship’ compatible with traditional worship?"
AN EXCELLENT ARTICLE! "Can contemporary Christian worship
(we shall call it new worship) be combined with traditional worship?"

Links to more Information of what the Bible teaches regarding so called "Christian Rock"

Return To Our Home Page

http://www.wayoflife.org/database/highonmusic.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/opposedtoccm.html
http://wayoflife.org/database/musicheader.html
http://www.freedomministries.org.uk/masters/worship1.htm
http://www.biblebelievers.net/ChristianRock/kjcrockm.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm
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Articles Exposing the Dangers of "Promise Keepers"

Promise Keepers Changes Doctrinal Statement To Appease Catholics - by FBNS
Article describes the efforts which have been made by Promise Keepers leaders to make Catholics feel at home in

their organization.

Does Promise Keepers teach Biblical doctrine?
A list of numerous irreconcilable problems for the Bible believing Christian to be a PKer

The Promise Keeper "Process"
Is this the Gospel?

My Letter to Promise Keepers
A copy of my letter to PK - The how and Why I started examining the Promise Keeper Movement

My Experience With the PK Book, "The Masculine Journey"
A Sunday school class turned into an "encounter group!"

Promise Keeper History by BDM
Many more links exposing Promise Keepers below

Return To Our Home Page

file:///D:/Users/Dad/Documents/My Web Sites/mysite/Beardsley Ministry/bdm/Psychology/pk/promise1.htm
file:///D:/Users/Dad/Documents/My Web Sites/mysite/Beardsley Ministry/bdm/Psychology/pk/pk.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm
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Various Poems and More

Hello!? Is Anybody Out There? 
- Just How Big is the Universe? 

Science fiction is putting faith where there is no hope.

Onward Followers of the Christ!?
- A Prose for today January 14, 2012 

Why so many walk the road a road most travelled...

Is This Really Revival ? - A Poem

Tolerance? A - Prose

Some of John's Writings

Some of Kathy's Poems

Return To Our Home Page
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Related Ministry Links:

Biblical Discernment Ministries
Site Maintained Here

Apprising Ministries (Exposing the Emergent Church)

Herescope (Exposing the Emergent Church and more)

Lighthouse Trails (Number of resources useful on Emergent Church)

Voice In The Wilderness

Bible Believer's Resource Page (Tied to FEA) 

Calvary Contender

Freedom Ministries

PsychoHeresy Awareness Ministries

Sacred Music Services

Songfest

Way of Life Literature Home Page

Return To Our Home Page

http://apprising.org/
http://apprising.org/
http://herescope.blogspot.com/
http://herescope.blogspot.com/
http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/
http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/
http://www.a-voice.org/
http://www.biblebelievers.net/
http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/
http://www.freedomministries.org.uk/
http://www.psychoheresy-aware.org/
http://www.smsrecordings.com/
http://www.songfest.org/
http://www.wayoflife.org/
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My Testimony and Purpose for this Web Site

How Jesus Christ sought me out when I deserved nothing:

Isaiah 55:11 (All Bible References will always be KJV)
"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

I grew up as an average kid, with one brother and one sister, born in Newark, New Jersey, lived
in Morristown until I was 8 and my dad got transferred to Charlotte, NC around 1970. In
Charlotte I "attended" a church and as many kids I was bored, my mind was fixed on a myriad of
things, unfortunately Jesus Christ was not one of them.

When I reached the volatile age of 12 I learned the meaning of the word divorce. My parents split
and my Dad moved back to New Jersey with his parents. My brother, sister and I stayed in
Charlotte with our mother. At that time I was happy my father had moved away, my Dad and I
were not the best of friends. I did not love him then, because of the angry way he treated and
abused me. So began my troubled teen years.

I began making new "friends" at the apartments we moved too, needless to say not one a
Christian. I became involved in a variety of malicious mischief, vandalism, chasing girls, smoking,
alcohol, and yes drugs, fortunately nothing beyond marijuana plus a growing love for rock and roll
music that helped motivate me through it all! Worst of all I became fascinated with the study of
ESP (that is really nothing more than witchcraft and sorcery) and the practice of it, all this while I
was 13 and 14 years old!

At 15 my Mom remarried and everything changed for what I thought was the worse. We moved to
a town called Unionville (one of those towns you bat your eyes and you missed it). I John
Beardsley had to learn to be a country boy! To this day I remember my city friends singing me
that John Denver song, and something about slopping the hogs, Oh how I hated it!

As it was the country life left me with lots of time on my hands. I ventured deeper into learning
about electronics, computers, and communications which would eventually become my career. I
developed high ambitions and wanted to get out and fight in this dog eat dog world. At the same
time I was becoming more and more interested in ESP and it's power. My Public High School
fueled my interests with a class in parapsychology! Before my eyes I saw what should not be
possible! Until I was 18 I dabbled with anything that seemed supernatural walking a step away
from full occult involvement!

At the age of 16, along with my study of the bizarre and supernatural I was asking myself the
infamous questions "Why am I here?", "What is the purpose of life?" and a few others. I had
convinced myself I was lonely, bored, and now I began to explore a new freedom with an old
AMC Javelin automobile. – what a piece of junk that was! Then the recession of 1979-1980 hurt
my step-father’s construction work causing him to have trouble supporting us plus the home was
getting a bit crowded with my third sister’s birth. So I moved out to live in Charlotte with my
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grandmother to begin working and to finish High School. I was itching to get out of the country
setting. (Even though I had grown to love it in ways I never thought I would).

After working a couple of restaurants in 1979, I got a job with the firm of Copes-Vulcan doing
electronic technician work at the age of 17. I thought I was finally on my way to a big career when
one morning on the way to work "crash!" My car was totaled and I was at fault. After that it did
not take me long to realize I was at a crossroads and a major decision would have to be made. I
thought of getting a second job to buy another car, but then how would I go to college? I saw a
long uphill climb and I wanted a way out, that’s when the idea of the military came to mind, it
looked like my best chance to succeed. April 1980 my Mom signed the papers when I volunteered
to be a part of the United States Air Force.

My recruiter gave me more than a job he handed me a new life in Christ when he placed one of those
green New Testaments from the Gideons in my hands. There was even a second testament in my foot
locker, God was signaling to me but I wasn’t listening. I started to read the book of Revelations
while I was in Basic Training, and I found it fascinating and a bit scary. (Typical teen doing
things backwards) The first seed of God in my life and I didn't begin to realize it until my father
died in August 1980 of a sudden heart attack. In September 1980 those deep questions haunted my
soul, I was really searching for the meaning of life. I knew there was no consistency to the ESP
stuff, but I knew there is power out there, I believed there is a God and Jesus is the Son. (I
remembered that from church anyway!)

After Basic Training I went to Corry Station, Florida for Technical Training June 1980. I began to
party with hard liquor and hard rock as if there was no tomorrow, and by the end of Sept. 1980 I
had hit bottom. I concluded the party life was no life at all, I knew I didn’t have the answers to
this life and prayed with all I am to know the God out there whose Son is Jesus, I prayed I want
your truth in my life and nothing else! This world doesn't have the answers! Unfortunately, you
would think this is where my life gets on the right track, no, I decided to follow in the steps of the
world and its ways until I finished my technical training at Corry Station, FL.

God took me a couple thousand miles away to Misawa AB, Japan, Jan 1981 where I finally got
cornered when a good friend named Sherman Watkins (a brand new Christian himself) came to
me and said, "I see you understand a lot about the Bible, but have you ever received Jesus as your
personal Savior?" It was at that moment I knew I was a sinner and needed a Savior, that I needed
to repent (turn away) from my wickedness and quit making excuses for my behavior.

Romans 3:10 
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Acts 8:22 
"22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may
be forgiven thee."

Right there I prayed for God to forgive me of my sins believing on the powerful words in the
Bible, because I knew without Jesus’ saving work on the cross, His shed blood for me I was on my
way to an eternal Hell!

Romans 3:22 - 28
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"22 Even the righteousness of God [which is] by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath
set forth [to be] a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, [I say], at this time his
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 27 Where [is]
boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law."

Romans 6:23
"23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord."

Acts 2:38 
"38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."

Acts 3:19 
"19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;"

James 1:21 
"21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

I understood a lot about the Bible before, but I didn’t know the God who wrote it until I
repented!

Romans 5:8 
"8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

I learned that Jesus Christ died for SINNERS like me!

1 Peter 2:24 
" 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed."

Isaiah 53:3 - 6
"3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4. Surely he hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But
he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

I KNEW SORROW FOR MY WAYS (and several more times after that as God brought back
things to my remembrance!) This is when the Holy Spirit came into my heart and I understood on
who it is I believed by the words of the Bible and MY life has never been the same!
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So many today call themselves Christians but go on living the same worldly lives (just like I did)
thinking "I’m a good person," or even deceiving themselves into thinking they are teaching the
gospel when its no gospel at all, -seen with the numerous links to my site.

---Your good morals and self righteousness will lead you to Hell!

Matthew 7:22 - 23
"22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

I can honestly say I know I’m on my way to Heaven! Not because of some feeling or religious
experience! But by believing with ALL my being by faith from God in His written Word, the
Bible, that is 100% without error – completely trustworthy!

2 Timothy 3:15 - 17
"15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of
God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works."

Assurance of salvation is mine!

John 5:24 
"24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life."

1 John 5:13
"13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 14. And this is
the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15
And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of him."

We are new creatures! We have changed lives! And WE EXPERIENCE TRUE
RECONCILIATION TO GOD not the false reconciliation of groups like Promise Keepers
documented on my site. BECAUSE IF YOU ARE A RACIST YOU ARE NOT IN CHRIST BUT
ON YOUR WAY TO HELL, and this is not my judgment but God’s pronounced in the Bible!

1 John 3:15 
"15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life
abiding in him."

1 John 4:20 
"20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?"

2 Corinthians 5:17 - 19
"17 Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
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all things are become new. 18 And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation."

Before I had got saved I had accumulated a collection of Rock worth more than $2,000 dollars
with groups and singers including the likes of AC/DC, Van Halen, Pink Floyd, ZZ Top, Kansas,
Blondie, Doobie Brothers, Pat Benetar, ELO, Eagles, and many, many more... I say this to show
what I left behind, what I separated myself from as I played frisbee in an empty parking lot with
the more expensive type of vinyl records! Yes, my best friend and I did clean up the mess and yes I
did enjoy it! I used to "cuss like a sailor" too but through the new life I have found in Jesus Christ
I put that behind me as well, right along with alcohol! My life was really changed!

---Now many try to hang onto their Rock n Roll by calling it Christian and giving it some
supposed Christian words even though they know, like I do, Rock is born of rebellion and idol
worship. Rock has NO PLACE in the church or the Christian's life! Those that try to introduce it
into the church need to be strongly opposed! Consider these verses for starters:

2 Corinthians 6:16 - 18
"16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God;
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean [thing]; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."

---This quick word on the dangers of Rock doesn't begin to cover the problems with it, including
its fads, drugs, promotion of deviant behavior and etc! (Some documented on our site and those
linked to it) HOW CHRISTIANS CAN "CHRISTIANIZE" ROCK "n" ROLL and say we "need
it to reach the younger generation," is a BOLD FACED LIE! I knew many who listened to
this "alternative" Christian Rock and as far as I know they are as unsaved today as they were
before ---because C-Rock removes the need for them to change, SO THEY DON'T CHANGE,
continuing on a path that leads to an eternal Hell!!! I am glad I didn't learn of this "alternative"
until AFTER I was saved!

Today after serving 12 fruitful years in the USAF, I got out after much prayer and consideration
not knowing for certain where I would work, where I would live and I wasn’t alone anymore I
had to consider my beautiful wife and two children (all saved). From a base in South Carolina to
Oklahoma City, and then to Rapid City where I initially got one job as a Software Consultant and
then a second one about a month later where I am now a Computer Operations Manager. Even
the ambitions I gave up to the Lord, he saw fit to restore!

So what’s the purpose of the website? Well this came of some trials and tribulations documented
here. After being surprised by some teachings regarding psychology at one church plus some other
differences I will not go into here we prayed for and sought out another church. To our dismay we
watched the next church we joined become "program driven," and the heretical 50 day adventure
came in (David & Karen Mains "Chapel of the Air"), Crabb’s book "Inside Out," some other 12
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step psychology book and of course Promise Keepers. After expressing concerns about this to our
Pastor at this church he encouraged my wife and I to read more and report to him of what was
being said and taught by these so-called teachers and we were shocked at our findings!

We have discovered very few Christians take the time to listen and learn that these so-called
teachers they think so highly of are replacing God’s Word with false doctrine! The Bible has
numerous references to the importance of sound doctrine (instruction) and we are WITNESSING
it being thrown to the winds of psychology and "feelings" or "having an experience." Then the
time came when we would have been asked to leave if we had tried to stay, so left that church. This
is in spite the fact we were not propagating our findings to the membership but to the church
leadership as we are instructed in the Bible. (These leaders even apologized to us for spreading our
findings to the membership themselves, for that we were grateful.) We posed too many questions for
these church elders to answer or handle because they would not compare the findings to scriptures.
God does not call Christians to split churches but to seek out a church with sound Biblical
teachings in such situations – or to start one if one cannot be found. Since then, we joined with
Liberty Baptist Tabernacle in late 1994 and have no plans to leave. (Praise the Lord!) It has been
with their encouragement and our strong convictions this website was created to mark those who
teach false doctrines and to point out what the Bible teaches. This is not a ministry we went
looking for but one we believe with all our hearts God dropped into our laps. Just remember,
much can be learned if you dare to ask questions! No lie comes from the truth and the infalliable
truth we need is found in the Bible ALONE!

1 John 2:21 
"21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no
lie is of the truth."

So is it of any wonder how these false teachers gather such crowds:

1 John 4:5 
"5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of
God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error."

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony and it is my heartfelt
prayer that someone would be helped through it.

John A. Beardsley III

Christians are saved BY FAITH ALONE! 
Romans 10:8 - 13
"8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, [even] in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word
of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11
For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12. For there is no
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difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon
him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

Ephesians 2:8- 9 
"8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 9 Not of
works, lest any man should boast."

BACK TO OUR HOME PAGE
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Christian-Yoga Studio Owner
Claims No Compromise of
Faith?
- By John Beardsley 1/8/2012

1 Corinthians 3:16  
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and [that] the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

The studio owner stated they are, "...practicing Christians and have been collectively for over 50
years.  We also own a group fitness studio where we practice a hatha-based yoga.  We do not
incorporate any Hindu elements, in fact we use Biblical meditations and Christian music. Since I
started doing and teaching yoga, it has made me stand more and more in awe of God and how
magnificently he designed the human body is (Ps 139:13). It has also given me countless
opportunities to share my faith and turn people’s eyes to Christ."

Sounds reasonable on the surface does it not? Just a bit of pragmatic / outcome based thinking right?

Or is the very definition of Yoga at odds with Biblical Christian beliefs? Well you might want to
consider where Hatha Yoga (or any) comes from:

Kriya Hatha Yoga: including "Asanas," physical postures of relaxation, "bandahs," muscular locks,
and "mudras," gestures, all of which bring about greater health, peace, and the awakening of the
principal energy centres, the "chakras." Babaji has selected a particularly effective series of 18
postures, which are taught in stages and in pairs. One cares for the physical body, not for its own
sake, but as a vehicle or temple of the Divine (religious, not just an exercise). Yoga -
Relaxation or Occult?

No matter how you couch the words to Christianize Yoga you must first shed some some of the basic
tenets of the Christian faith. Consider the following verses: (Bold emphasis mine)

Romans 12: 1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

The large invasion of the Contemplative Mysticism into Bible believing churches and into our homes did
not start yesterday. It has slowly seeped in by way of teaching things like Yoga and the Martial Arts,
supposedly stripping them of their eastern connections along with a host of other forms of meditation not
rooted in scriptures. However, Yoga is more than meditation, it's techniques are both of the spiritually
and bodily connected - it is inexorably a form of worship of the Hindu god!

 For a Christian to practice Yoga is one of the most basic violations in disobedience to God and
here is more of why:

http://apprising.org/2011/08/15/yoga-posture-to-apostasy/
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Etymology – (from Wikipedia there are many research examples besides) Hatha yoga,
pronounced in Hindi, is also known as hatha vidya or the "science of hatha" yoga. The word
hatha comes from combining the two Sanskrit terms "ha" meaning sun and "tha" meaning
moon. The word "ha" refers to the solar nadi (pingala) in the subtle body and "tha" the lunar
channel (ida). However, when the two components of the word are placed together, "hatha"
means "forceful", implying that powerful work must be done to purify the body. Yoga means
to yoke, or to join two things together, hence hatha yoga is meant to join together sun
(masculine, active) energy with the moon (feminine, receptive) energy, thus producing
balance and greater power in an individual.

The Yoga most practiced by Christians is Hatha Yoga. The poses themselves are often
depictions of Hindu deities, and the hand positions mimic the hand positions seen on the
statues of Hindu gods. These hand positions are called mudras and are thought to help
manipulate and channel prana, a supposed divine force or breath of the universe. Christian
Yoga: An Oxymoron?

Exodus 20:3-5 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness [of any thing] that [is] in heaven above, or that [is] in the earth
beneath, or that [is] in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them: for I the LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate me;

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with
an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people.  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean [thing]; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."

Continuing the statement by the Studio owner:

Since I started doing and teaching yoga, it has made me stand more and more in awe of God and
how magnificently he designed the human body is (Ps 139:13). It has also given me countless
opportunities to share my faith and turn people’s eyes to Christ.

But Psalm 139:14 says, "I will praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made: marvellous [are]
thy works; and [that] my soul knoweth right well." Connecting how God designed us to Yoga is error,
whether one debates it just for exercise bodily and spiritually you must pervert your Christianity to yoke
with it, redefining it with Christian words/terms and background music doesn't change it. As for turning
others to Christ, God’s Word alone is powerful to save.

Studio owners continued in their defense:

I believe in God’s omnipotence and his omnipresence.  He designed the power of breath (Gen 2:7)
—not a bunch of yogis 3000 years ago. And yes, the great Creator has the power to take something

http://christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_ChristianYoga.html
http://christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_ChristianYoga.html
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misguided man may have begun, and turn it into a powerful instrument to teach people physical
and mental self-control so that they may be clear-minded to pray and discern the depths of his
Word (1 Ptr 4:7).

This is the very definition of deluding oneself if you believe this. The occult and eastern religions teach
variants of what was just said! God breathed life into man – it was the breath of the TRUE GOD not
what Yoga teaches at all. The verses used are perverted, the Bible says:

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

1 Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

God breathed life into us, Yoga means to join body, mind and breath; to get them to work together in
harmony! Not convinced? Here's more on what Yoga breathing techniques mean:

"...Kriya Kundalini Pranayama: the "potential" technique, is a powerful breathing exercise to
awaken powerful latent energy and circulate it through the seven principal chakras between the base
of the spine and crown of the head. It awakens their corresponding psychological states and makes
one a dynamo on all five planes of existence." Yoga - Relaxation or Occult?

-  John Weldon and Clifford Wilson wrote in Occult Shock and Psychic Forces that Yoga is really
pure occultism. Hans-Ulrich Rieker, in his book The Yoga of Light, also warns that
misunderstanding the true nature of Yoga can mean "death or insanity." Another little known fact is
that virtually every major guru in India has issued warnings similar to these; i.e., deep-breathing
techniques such as the ones taught in Yoga are a time-honored method for entering altered
states of consciousness and for developing so-called psychic power. [Note: Yoga is one of the
basic means of reaching this altered state of consciousness. And the altered state is the doorway to
the occult. Sir John Eccles, Nobel Prize Winner for his research on the brain, said the brain is "a
machine that a ghost can operate." In a normal state of consciousness, one's own spirit ticks off the
neurons in his brain and operates his body. We are spirits connected with a body. But in an altered
state, reached under drugs, Yoga, hypnosis, etc., this passive but alert state, the connection between
the spirit and the brain, is loosened. That allows another spirit to interpose itself, to begin to tick
off the neurons in the brain, and create an entire universe of illusion. You've then opened yourself
up. It's called sorcery. People are literally teaching themselves how to be demonized, all in the
name of developing one's full potential.] Yoga - Relaxation or Occult?

Again, you cannot separate Yoga from its Hindu sources whether you speak of the physical or spiritual it
is all part of worshipping false gods and as just demonstrated to reach an altered state of consciousness. I
can only implore any reader to separate / cutoff completely from Yoga or Martial Arts! - It is impossible
to use it in any fashion pleasing to the God of the Bible the One True God.

They continue to show they are comparable to the rich man once sucked into the deception and cannot let
it go:

In the years my husband and I were in the ministry we learned how to build family from the
disciples we shepherded.  We have taken those same principles and brought them into our studio.  I
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have had members sob and hug me in gratitude for what they have found in our studio—family. 
Something most of them don’t find outside our walls.  They feel safe here.  They feel like they can
take off their armor and that they are loved and accepted for who they are. Isn’t that the purpose
of the church (his body)--to help the world see Christ’s love?  And aren’t we--my husband and I--
the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27)?

Feelings can be very deceptive and only God knows the heart Jeremiah 17:9-10 states, "The heart [is]
deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can know it? I the LORD search the heart, [I]
try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, [and] according to the fruit of his doings."
However, we are also taught to judge/measure our walk by what the Bible teaches, earnestly contending
for the faith, following a pattern of sound doctrine. Please read, Is it Right to Judge? Are these owners in
Christ? Can a believer serve two Gods?

Red herring argument anyone? The Studio owner continues:

I’m afraid you have fallen into the trap of extremes which all men of God should avoid (Ecc 7:18). 
Jesus ate with sinners.  Paul walked with the Greeks and Romans and learned enough about their
religion to turn them to God.  Only the Pharisees avoided such folk.

It is not the extreme for the Christian to read and obey the Bible, the extreme is the trap of false
teachings we are to avoid. Teachers and practitioners of Yoga and the Martial Arts are playing with
spiritual fire!

First and foremost, Yoga is a process of spiritual unfoldment. Yoga is a 5000 year old system of
self-knowledge and God-realization, the aim of which is unleashing the full hidden potential of
every aspect of the human . . . Yoga teaches us how to harmonize our own personal existence, as
well as to harmonize our individual consciousness with the greater Self that is God. 
(http://www.dharmacentral.com/articles/yoga.htm)

There are many testimonials to this but one "Christian" practicing Yoga and Centering Prayer came to
the conclusion the experiences he had was from the Kundalini energy, because mindless centering prayer
brings one into the same dark realm as Hinduism's Yoga. The "inner adviser" associated with these
practices are demonic. "Even heathen practitioners of Kundalini warn... "Those who awaken their
kundalini without a guru can lose their direction in life..." From David Cloud's research in Contemplative
Mysticism, A Powerful Ecumenical Bond, page 172. Does this really sound like something we should
be dabbling with at any level?

The use of Ecc 7:18 by the studio owner was perhaps a misquote but Proverbs 4:26 says, "Ponder the
path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established." - We establish our path by the Bible. So the
argument and logic is invalid, Jesus and the Apostle Paul taught us to separate ourselves from the world
and any teachings of false gods, they didn't integrate them! The Bible is crystal clear on God’s feelings
for His little children His jealousy is not without reason!

Some Helpful Links for the serious Believer:

CONTEMPLATIVE PRACTICES ARE A BRIDGE TO PAGANISM

http://www.dharmacentral.com/articles/yoga.htm
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/contemplative.html
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WHEN IS ALTERNATIVE HEALTH CARE DANGEROUS?

Christian Yoga: An Oxymoron?

A Great Compromise
Christian yoga or New age influences in the church. 3- Parts

Return To Our Home Page

http://www.wayoflife.org/database/alternativeheatlhcare.html
http://christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_ChristianYoga.html
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Is It Right to Judge?
by Franklin C. Huling, MA

©Fundamental Evangelistic Association

(This article is posted in its entirety until the reconstruction of the www.feasite.org is completed)

THIS QUESTION- "IS IT RIGHT TO JUDGE?" is one that puzzles many sincere Christians. A careful and open
minded study of the Bible makes it clear that concerning certain vital matters, it is not only right but a positive duty to
judge. Many do not know that the Scripture commands us to judge. The Lord Jesus Christ commanded, "Judge
righteous judgment" (John 7:24). He told a man, "Thou hast rightly judged" (Luke 7:43). To others, our Lord asked,
"Why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?" (Luke 12:57).

The Apostle Paul wrote, "I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say" (1 Corinthians 10:15). Again, Paul declared,
"He that is spiritual judgeth all things" (1 Corinthians 2:15). It is our positive duty to judge.

False Teachers and False Teaching

"Beware of false prophets!" (Matthew 7:15) is the warning and command of our Lord. But how could we "beware"
and how could we know they are "false prophets" if we did not judge? And what is the God given standard by which
we are to judge? " To the Law and to the Testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no
light in them." (Isaiah 8:20). "Ye shall know them by their fruits" (Matthew 7:16), Christ said. And in judging the
"fruits," we must judge by God's Word, not by what appeals to human reasoning. Many things seem good to human
judgment which are false to the Word of God.

The Apostle Paul admonished believers, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (Romans 16:17-18).
This apostolic command could not be obeyed were it not right to judge. God wants us to know His Word and then test
all teachers and teaching by it. Notice also that it is the false teachers who make the "divisions," and not those who
protest against their false teaching. And these deceivers are not serving Christ, as they profess, "but their own belly,"
or their own "bread and butter," as we would put it. We are to "mark them and avoid them."

"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 Corinthians 6:17, read verses 14-18). and "From
such turn away." (2 Timothy 3:5). "Withdraw yourselves" (2 Thessalonians 3:6). "And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them " (Ephesians 5:1 1). "Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good" (Romans 12:9). "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21). It would be
impossible to obey these injunctions of God's Word unless it were right to judge! And remember, nothing is "good" in
God's sight that is not true to His Word.

The Apostle John wrote, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try [test, judge] the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world " ( 1 John 4:1 ) . Again he wrote, "For many deceivers are
entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.... If there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 7,10-11). This Scripture commands us to judge between those who do, and
those who do not bring the true doctrine of Christ.

http://www.feasite.org/
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Whenever a child of God contributes to a denominational budget that supports Modernist (liberal, compromising)
missionaries or teachers, he is guilty before God, according to this Scripture, of bidding them, "God speed " in the
most effective way possible. And he thereby becomes a "partaker" with them of their "evil deeds" of spreading soul
damning poison. How terrible, but how true! Arouse yourself, child of God. If you are guilty, ask God to forgive you
and help you never again to be guilty of the blood of souls for whom Christ died. When we are willing to suffer for
Christ, we can readily see the truth of God's Word on this tremendously important matter. "If we suffer, we shall also
reign with Him" (2 Timothy 2:12) .

Misunderstood and Misused Scripture

One of the best known and most misunderstood and misapplied Scriptures is "Judge not" (Matthew 7:1). Let us
examine the entire passage:

"Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest
not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye;
and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye" (Matthew 7:1-5).

Read this again carefully. Notice that it is addressed to a hypocrite!-not to those who sincerely want to discern whether
a teacher or teaching is true or false to God's Word. And instead of being a prohibition against honest judgment, it is a
solemn warning against hypocritical judgment. In fact, the last statement of this Scripture commands sincere
judgment-"Then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye." If we take a verse or a part of a
verse out of its setting, we can make the Word of God appear to teach the very opposite of what it really does teach.
And those who do this cannot escape the judgment of God for twisting His Word (2 Peter 3:16). Let this be a warning
to us never again to take a text of Scripture out of its context.

Many who piously quote, "Judge not," out of its context, in order to defend that which is false to God's Word, do not
see their own inconsistency in thus judging those who would obey God's Word about judging that which is untrue to
the Bible. It is tragic that so much that is anti-Scriptural has undeservedly found shelter behind a misuse of the
Scripture just quoted. The reason the professed church of Christ is today honeycombed and paralyzed by satanic
Modernism is because Christians have not obeyed the commands of God's Word to judge and put away and separate
from false teachers and false teaching when they first appeared in their midst. Physical health is maintained by
separation from disease germs. Spiritual health is maintained by separation from germs of false doctrine. The greatest
peril of our day is not too much judging, but too little judging of spiritual falsehood.

God wants His children to be like the noble Bereans who "searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were
so"(Acts 17:11).

Romans 2:1-3 is also addressed to the religious hypocrite who condemned himself because he was guilty of the same
things for which he condemned others. James 4:11-12 refers to an evil spirit of backbiting and fault finding, not to
judging whether teachers or teachings agree or disagree with God's Word. The Bible never contradicts itself. To
understand one portion of Scripture we must view it in the light of all Scripture. "No prophecy of the Scripture is of
any private [isolated] interpretation" (2 Peter 1:20). "Comparing spiritual things [words] with spiritual" (1
Corinthians 2:13).

The "Wheat and Tares" parable of Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, is much misunderstood. First of all, our Lord is talking
about the world, not His Church-"the field is the world." He goes on to say that "the good seed are the children of the
Kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one" (Matthew 13:38) . They are the two groups in the world;
children of God-those who have received Christ (John 1:12), and the children of the devil-those who reject Christ
(John 8:44). When any of the "children of the wicked one" get into the professed church of Christ, as they have always
done, a definite procedure for God's children is set forth in His Word. First, it is their duty to tell them that they have
"neither part nor lot" in Christ (see Acts 8:21-23 and context).
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If the children of the devil do not leave voluntarily, as is generally the case, God's children are commanded to "purge
out" (1 Corinthians 5:7) these unbelievers. But God's people have disobeyed His Word about this, and so unbelievers
[and disobedient brethren- 2 Thessalonians 3:6,14-15] have gotten into control, as is now the case in most
denominations. Therefore, those who purpose to be true to Christ and His Word are commanded to "come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 Corinthians 6:17), regardless of property or any other
considerations. When we obey God's Word, we can trust Him to take care of all the consequences of our obedience.

Other Matters to be Judged

The immoral conduct of professed believers in Christ is to be judged. 1 Corinthians, Chapter 5, tells a sad story and
closes with the Apostolic injunction, "Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person" (1 Corinthians
5:13).

Disputes between Christians concerning "things that pertain to this life," (1 Corinthians 6:3) should be judged by a
tribunal of fellow Christians instead of going before unbelievers in the civil courts. The whole sixth chapter of 1
Corinthians makes clear God's plan for His people in this regard. And some startling truths are here revealed: First,
"The saints shall judge the world." Second, "We shall judge angels" (1 Corinthians 6:2-3). Beloved, are we letting
God prepare us for this high place?

We ought to judge ourselves. "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves" (2 Corinthians
13:5). "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened [child
trained] of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world" (1 Corinthians 11:31-32). What a change and
what a blessing it would be if we would judge our own faults as uncharitably as we do the faults of others-and if we
would judge the failings of others as charitably as we do our own! And Christians could save themselves much
chastening of the Lord if they would judge and confess and cease their disobedience to God. And, oh, how much
dishonor and lack of fruit would our blessed Lord be spared!

Limitations of Human Judgment

Not scruples or conscience concerning matters of which the Bible does not directly speak. God forbids our judging our
brethren concerning the eating of certain kinds of food, keeping of days, etc. Romans, Chapter 14, 1 Corinthians
10:23-33, and Colossians 2:16-17 cover this subject.

Not motives. See 1 Corinthians 4:1-5. Only God can see into the heart and know the motives that underlie actions.

Not as to whom are saved. "The Lord knoweth them that are His" (2 Timothy 2:19). We cannot look into anyone's
heart and say whether or not they have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, if they profess that
they have. But we had better test ourselves according to 2 Corinthians 5:17: "If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." If this change has not taken place, our
profession is vain.

Two Elements in Judgment

The New Testament Greek word that is most often translated "judge" or "judgment" is "krino." On the one hand, it
means to distinguish, to decide, to determine, to conclude, to try, to think and to call in question. That is what God
wants His children to do as to whether preachers, teachers and their teachings are true or false to His Word. The
Apostle Paul writes: "And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;
that ye may approve things that are excellent" (Philippians 1:9-10). A wrong idea of love and lack of knowledge and
judgment causes God's people often to approve things that are anything but excellent in God's sight. The epistle to the
Hebrews tells us that mature believers, that is, those who are of "full age, " are ". .. those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil " (see Hebrews 5:11-14).
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On the other hand, the Greek word "krino"-judge or judgment-means to condemn, to sentence and to punish. This is
God's prerogative for He has said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, saith the Lord" (Romans 12:19).

Guard Against a Wrong Attitude

Christians should guard against the tendency of the flesh to assume a critical and censorious attitude toward those who
do not share our opinions about other matters than those which have to do with Bible doctrine and moral conduct.
Rather than "pick to pieces" our brethren in Christ, it is our privilege and duty to do everything we can to encourage
their spiritual edification. We ought to love and pray for one another and consider ourselves lest we be tempted.
Galatians 6:1.

A Final Word

If you are saved, my reader, let us not forget that "We must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ" (2
Corinthians 5:10). It will be well with those who are studying God's Word, walking in the light of it, living for Christ
and the salvation of souls. It will go ill with those who have accepted Christ but who are living for the things of this
world. If you are a mere professor of Christ, or profess nothing, my friend, may I lovingly remind you "That judgment
must begin at the House of God; and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the Gospel?" (1
Peter 4:17).

Delay not another moment to ask God for Christ's sake to forgive your sins. Surrender your heart and will to the loving
Saviour who died for you and rose again. Make Him the Lord of your life. Happy and blessed will you be, now and
forever.

"For there is some danger of falling into a soft and effeminate Christianity, under the plea of a lofty and
ethereal theology. Christianity was born for endurance; not an exotic, but a hardy plant, braced by the
keen wind; not languid, nor childish, nor cowardly. If walks with strong step and erect frame; it is kindly,
but firm; it is gentle, but honest; it is calm, but not facile; obliging, but not imbecile; decided, but not
churlish. It does not fear to speak the stern word of condemnation against error, nor to raise its voice
against surrounding evils, under the pretext it is not of this world; it does not shrink from giving honest
reproof, lest it come under the charge of displaying an unchristian spirit. It calls sin sin, on whomsoever it
is found, and would rather risk the accusation of being actuated by a bad spirit than not discharge an
explicit duty. Let us not. misjudge strong words used in honest controversy. Out of the heat a viper may
come forth but we shake it off and feel no harm. The religion of both Old and New Testaments is marked
by fervent outspoken testimonies against evil. To speak smooth things in such a case may be
sentimentalism, but it is not Christianity. It is a betrayal of the cause of truth and righteousness. If anyone
should be frank, manly, honest, cheerful (I do not say blunt or rude, for a Christian must be courteous and
polite); it is he who has tasted that the Lord is gracious, and is looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God I know that charity covereth a multitude of sins; but it does not call evil good, because a
good man has done it; it does not excuse inconsistencies, because the inconsistent brother has a high
name and a fervent spirit; crookedness and worldliness are still crookedness and worldliness, though
exhibited in one who seems to have reached no common height of attainment." -- HORATIUS BONAR
(1808-89)

Fundamental Evangelistic Association
[Tracts, pamphlets and literature posted on-line are for your use in reaching lost souls with the one pure, true and precious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ  and
for encouraging and edifying believers as well as sounding a faithful warning regarding false teaching and movements in these deceptive last days. All scriptural
references and quotes are based on the King James Version (AV1611) only. Because the F.E.A. provides these materials at or below cost, it is far more
economical to order the actual printed resources rather than making multiple copies from the files you print or download. The materials provided are usually
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copyrighted and are so indicated; however, you have permission to make copies for your personal use provided proper reference to the the author is maintained
and the content is not changed. You have permission to link to these materials; however we ask that you do not post these materials on your website or BBS.
This ensures that changes and any corrections are incorporated. We encourage you to reach out to all who haven't heard the Gospel, that precious lost souls will
be saved for Christ and for His glory! All comments and questions regarding these materials should be directed to the Editor, FOUNDATION Magazine, P.O. Box
6278, Los Osos, California 93412.]

HOME NOTEBOOK MAIL



Computer Discernment Notebook - Introduction

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Introduction/[8/29/2018 7:40:21 PM]

Introduction

Why A Discernment Notebook? (2/04) 

Is It Right to Judge?

Is Controversy Christian?  (6/98)

False Doctrine & Matthew 18  (1/99)

All Truth is God's Truth?  (1/02)

Unconditional Love/Acceptance  (12/97)

Are We Too Negative?  (1/99)

I Don't Wanna' Hear It  (1/99)

Love/Doctrine/Unity/Truth  (10/98)

Modern Day Balaams  (8/96)

Beware of the Counsel of Gamaliel  (12/97)

The Siren Song of Unity  (1/97)

The New Birth  (4/97)

Baptismal Regeneration and Bible Salvation (6/97)

The Sovereignty of God in Salvation  (12/03) 

The Doctrine of Repentance In Salvation  (8/98)

Those Who Are Born Again by the Holy Spirit Continue In The Faith: The Easy-Believism "Converts" Do Not  (8/98)

HOME NOTEBOOK MAIL

Google - Beardsley Ministry & BDM Site
Search   

 WWW  The Beardsley Ministry and Biblical Discernment Ministries 

http://www.feasite.org/Tracts/fbcbaptr.htm
http://www.google.com/


Computer Discernment Notebook - Introduction

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Introduction/[8/29/2018 7:40:21 PM]

(We do not guarantee the "Google" search is complete but it has been useful)
Some advertising from Google sponsors may appear in connection with your searches. All free search engines have

such advertising. In the interest of having site search capability, we have elected to use Google at this time because it
is a free service. If you come across any particularly offensive advertisements, we have no control over them. However,

feel free to notify Google with any complaints on the ads.
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What does the Bible say about

"Doctrine?"
Doctrine Defined Using the Strong's Concordance Linked to verses below:

03948 leqach {leh'-kakh} from 03947; TWOT - 1124a; n m 
AV - doctrine 4, learning 4, fair speech 1; 9, 1) learning, teaching, insight, 1a) instruction (obj), 1b)
teaching (thing taught),1b1) teaching-power, 1b2) persuasiveness,

08052 sh muw`ah {sehm-oo-aw'} pass part of 08085; TWOT - 2412d; n f
AV - rumour 9, tidings 8, report 4, fame 2, bruit 1, doctrine 1, mentioned 1, news 1; 27, 1) report, news,
rumour, 1a) report, news, tidings, 1b) mention

04148 muwcar {moo-sawr'} from 03256; TWOT - 877b; n m 
AV - instruction 30, correction 8, chasten 4, chastisement 3, check 1, bond 1, discipline 1, doctrine 1,
rebuker 1; 50, 1) discipline, chastening, correction, 1a) discipline, correction, 1b) chastening

1322 didache {did-akh-ay'} from 1321; TDNT - 2:163,161; n f 
AV - doctrine 29, has been taught 1; 30, 1) teaching, 1a) that which is taught, 1b) doctrine, teaching,
concerning something, 2) the act of teaching, instruction, 2a) in religious assemblies of the Christians, to
speak in the way of teaching, in distinction from other modes of speaking in public

1319 didaskalia {did-as-kal-ee'-ah} from 1320; TDNT - 2:160,161; n f
AV - doctrine 19, teaching 1, learning 1; 21, 1) teaching, instruction, 2) teaching, 2a) that which is taught,
doctrine, 2b) teachings, precepts

2085 heterodidaskaleo {het-er-od-id-as-kal-eh'-o}, from 2087 and 1320; TDNT - 2:163,161; v
AV - teach other doctrine 1, teach otherwise 1; 2, 1) to teach other or different doctrine, 1a) deviating
from the truth

3056  logos {log'-os}, from 3004; TDNT - 4:69,505; n m
AV - word 218, saying 50, account 8, speech 8, Word (Christ) 7, thing 5, not tr 2, misc 32; 330, 1) of
speech, 1a) a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea, 1b) what someone has said,
1b1) a word, 1b2) the sayings of God, 1b3) decree, mandate or order, 1b4) of the moral precepts given by
God, 1b5) Old Testament prophecy given by the prophets, 1b6) what is declared, a thought, declaration,
aphorism, a weighty saying, a dictum, a maxim, 1c) discourse, 1c1) the act of speaking, speech, 1c2) the
faculty of speech, skill and practice in speaking, 1c3) a kind or style of speaking, 1c4) a continuous
speaking discourse - instruction, 1d) doctrine, teaching, 1e) anything reported in speech; a narration,
narrative, 1f) matter under discussion, thing spoken of, affair, a matter in dispute, case, suit at law, 1g) the
thing spoken of or talked about; event, deed
2) its use as respect to the MIND alone, 2a) reason, the mental faculty of thinking, meditating, reasoning,
calculating, 2b) account, i.e. regard, consideration, 2c) account, i.e. reckoning, score, 2d) account, i.e.
answer or explanation in reference to judgment, 2e) relation, i.e. with whom as judge we stand in relation,
2e1) reason would, 2f) reason, cause, ground
3) In John, denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and power in union with
God, his minister in creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the world's life both physical
and ethical, which for the procurement of man's salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the
Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth conspicuously from His words and deeds.
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All References KJV

Deuteronomy 32:2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: Strongs 03948

Job 11:4 For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine eyes. Strongs 03948

Proverbs 4:2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. Strongs 03948

Isaiah 28:9  Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. Strongs 08052

Isaiah 29:24 They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn
doctrine. Strongs 03948

Jeremiah 10:8 But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities.Strongs 04148

Matthew 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his
doctrine: Strongs 1322

Matthew 16:12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.Strongs 1322

Matthew 22:33 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine. Strongs 1322

Mark 1:22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not
as the scribes. Strongs 1322

Mark 1:27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What
thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and
they do obey him. Strongs 1322

Mark 4:2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, Strongs 1322

Mark 11:18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they
feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine. Strongs 1322

Mark 12:38 And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long
clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces, Strongs 1322

Luke 4:32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. Strongs 1322

John 7:16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. Strongs 1322

John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I
speak of myself. Strongs 1322

John 18:19 The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. Strongs 1322

Acts 2:42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread,  and in prayers. Strongs 1322

Acts 5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye
have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. Strongs 1322
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Acts 13:12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the
Lord. Strongs 1322

Acts 17:19 And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new
doctrine, whereof thou speakest, Strongs 1322

Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you. Strongs 1322

Romans 16:17  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to
the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.Strongs 1322

1 Corinthians 14:6  Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you,
except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?
Strongs 1322

1 Corinthians 14:26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm,
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto
edifying.Strongs 1322

Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 1:3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou
mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine, Strongs 2085

1 Timothy 1:10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for
liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 4:6  If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of
Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.
Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 4:16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 5:17  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who
labour in the word and doctrine. Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 6:1  Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour,
that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. Strongs 1319

1 Timothy 6:3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; Strongs 1319

2 Timothy 3:10  But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering,
charity, patience, Strongs 1319

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is  given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: Strongs 1319

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
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longsuffering and doctrine. Strongs 1322

2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; Strongs 1319

Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. Strongs 1319

Titus 2:1  But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: Strongs 1319

Titus 2:7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity,
sincerity, Strongs 1319

Titus 2:10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things. Strongs 1319

Hebrews 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Strongs 3056

Hebrews 6:2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and
of eternal judgment. Strongs 1322

2 John 1:9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. Strongs 1322

2 John 1:10  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: Strongs 1322

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication. Strongs 1322

Revelation 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.
Strongs 1322

Revelation 2:24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and
which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. Strongs
1322

Return To Our Home Page
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Recommended Publications
Since we are often asked which publications, newsletters, and other sources of Bible study/teaching materials would be
helpful for the discerning Christian, we update the "approved list" we publish from time to time. Although it is never
possible to unreservedly recommend a ministry's materials, we have found the following sources to be consistently
Biblical and informative (Frequency of Publication/Tax Deductibility of Contributions/Annual Cost of Publication):

Jerry Huffman (Ed.; Retired)
104 Cotton Row NW
Huntsville, AL 35806

Web Site Click Here

Monthly
(no longer being published;
back issues on CC web site)

n/a n/a

Foundation
Dennis Costella (Ed.)
FEA, P.O. Box 6278
Los Osos, CA 93412

Web Site#1 Click Here

Web Site#2 Click Here

Web Site #3 Click Here

Send E-Mail

Every-other-Month Yes $8.00

O Timothy
David Cloud (Ed.)

Way of Life Literature 
P.O. Box 610368 

Port Huron, MI 48061
866-295-4143

Web Site Click Here

Send E-Mail

Monthly Yes $20.00

PsychoHeresy Awareness Letter
Martin & Deidre Bobgan (Eds.)

4137 Primavera Road
Santa Barbara, CA 93110

Web Site Click Here

Send E-Mail

Every-other-Month Yes Free

http://home.hiwaay.net/~contendr/
http://www.biblebelievers.net/
http://www.feasite.org/
http://www.feasite.org/Foundation/fbcfound.htm
mailto:kcondron@worldnet.att.net
http://wayoflife.org/
mailto:dcloud@wayoflife.org
http://www.pamweb.org/
mailto:bobgan@pamweb.org
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Recommended Books
PsychoHeresy: The Psychological Seduction of Christianity (Bobgan)
Larry Crabb's Gospel (Bobgan)
James Dobson's Gospel of Self-Esteem & Psychology (Bobgan)
The End of "Christian Psychology" (Bobgan)
Against Biblical Counseling: For the Bible (Bobgan)
Competent To Minister: The Biblical Care of Souls (Bobgan)
Christ-Centered Misistry vs. Problem-Centered Counseling (Bobgan)
12 Steps to Destruction: Codependency/Recovery Heresies (Bobgan)
Four Temperaments, Astrology & Personality Testing (Bobgan)
TheoPhostic Counseling: Divine Revelation? OR PsychoHeresy? (Bobgan)
Missions & PsychoHeresy (Bobgan)
HYPNOSIS: Medical, Scientific, or Occultic? (Bobgan)

Manufacturing Victims: What the Psychology Industry is Doing to People (Dineen)

Abusing Memory: The Healing Theology of Agnes Sanford (Gumprecht)

Horoscopes & the Christian (Morey)

Christian Psychology's War on God's Word (Owen)

Need: The New Religion (Walter)

From Forgiven to Forgiving (Adams)
Call To Discernment (Adams)
The Biblical View of Self-Esteem, Self-Love, Self-Image (Adams)

The Danger of Self-Love (Brownback)

Can You Trust Your Doctor? (New Age Medicine) (Ankerberg/Weldon)

The Illustrated ORIGINS Answer Book (Taylor)

The Genesis Flood (Whitcomb/Morris)

Roman Catholicism (Boettner)

Biblical Separation: The Struggle for a Pure Church (Pickering)

Should a Christian Celebrate Christmas?  

HOME NOTEBOOK MAIL

http://www.pamweb.org/psychobk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/crabbbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/dobsonbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/endofbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/againstbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/ctmbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/ccm-pccbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/12stepbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/fourbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/tpcbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/missphbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/hypnobk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/mvictimsbk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/abusmebk.html
http://www.pamweb.org/abusmebk.html
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/self-est/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/self-est/view.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/BookReviews/trustdoc.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/newmed.htm
http://www.christiananswers.net/catalog/bk-or.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0875523382/002-8104533-7040822?v=glance&n=283155&v=glance
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/xmas/
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Computer Discernment Notebook
Updated 12/2008

 - Denotes reports that are new to the Notebook.

- Denotes reports that have been recently updated.

Introduction Book/Movie Reviews Quotes

Psych/New Age/Misc. Exposés Cults

Important Note: Anything in the BDM Discernment Notebook is freely available, and thus, no charge may be levied
by you for the material. This means that you may download and copy verbatim and distribute any report BDM has
posted to the Discernment Notebook sections of the web site, as long as the statement "Copyright BDM. All Rights
Reserved" is included. The following restrictions also apply to material downloaded from the Discernment Notebook
(1) You may only charge for expenses (i.e., recovery of actual copying and mailing costs), but the content is free; (2)
You may not charge at all for the "content" of any article which consists of 50% or more of BDM information, and if
less than 50% of BDM material is used, you may only charge for your portion of the text; (3) If you edit, alter, or
include any BDM Notebook data files in whole or part in your material, you must place the following note on all
copies: "Parts of this publication have been included verbatim or have been adapted from material copyrighted by
BDM. Used by permission."; (4) None of the reports in the Discernment Notebook may be stored or re-posted on any
public electronic medium or on CD-ROM or DVD without the express written permission of BDM.; a link to
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/ may be an alternative; (5) The use of non-BDM material accessed via offsite
links is governed by the author(s) of such materials.

Google - Beardsley Ministry & BDM Site
Search   

 WWW  The Beardsley Ministry and Biblical Discernment Ministries 

(We do not guarantee the "Google" search is complete but it has been useful)
Some advertising from Google sponsors may appear in connection with your searches. All free search engines have

such advertising. In the interest of having site search capability, we have elected to use Google at this time because it
is a free service. If you come across any particularly offensive advertisements, we have no control over them. However,

feel free to notify Google with any complaints on the ads.
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http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Cults/
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http://www.google.com/
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  BDM Mail Center

      E-Mail

John Beardsley (Webmaster) - jb_bdm@yahoo.com
     If you need to reach me by U.S. Mail please reach me first at this e-mail address - Thank you

Notification of Site Postings (a.k.a. HotList)

                   (Subscribe to BDM.Hot.List - jb_bdm@yahoo.com)
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We are dedicated to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as His servants and to exposing error taught as truth.
You Are On Our Home Page

Sowers of the Word The Sunday School
Teacher's Edition Oxford 1880s KJV
Bible - A Bible once endorsed by C.H.
Spurgeon

Our Blog Truth with Snares!?

Biblical Discernment Ministries
- Maintained as part of our Ministry 

The Organic Church God's Word
Or Compost?

Articles Important for Bible Believers

So-called Fundamentalists (In name only) 

So-called Christian Rock / CCM Dangers 

Dangers of Promise Keepers (from 1990s)

Poems and Prose (various subjects)

Links to our many discernment ministry friends

John's Testimony
and Purpose for this Web Site 

Click Here to reach us by E-Mail

Newest Articles 
No One Will Be “Left Behind” …But You Will Be Separated! February 2013

- You like J.N. Darby and C.I. Scofield? Some lies stretch back some 173 years!
-

–

Christian-Yoga Studio Owner Claims No Compromise of Faith? 
- Owner states, "...we practice a hatha-based yoga."

Beardsley Ministry & BDM Site Search

  
 WWW  The Beardsley Ministry and Biblical Discernment Ministries

(We do not guarantee the "Google" search is complete but it has been useful) Some advertising from Google sponsors  may appear in connection with your searches.
All free search engines have such advertising. In the interest of having site search capability, we have elected to use Google at this time because it is a free service.

If you come across any particularly offensive advertisements, we have no control over them. However, feel free to notify Google with any complaints on the ads.

Please read this before e-mailing us an accusatory response! We get numerous ugly responses from people who "profess" to be
Christians that quickly label us: "Pharisees," "slanderers," "false accusers," "legalists" and etc.  Carefully consider the
following articles linked here: 
Those Fundamentalist Pharisees  Legalism Is it Right to Judge?  
More Related Articles by topic from BDM and  What Does the Bible say about Doctrine? 
- Unless you can prove specifically what is posted is incorrect, PLEASE don't waste our time or yours! Examples of criticisms
that will gladly be responded to: Notifying us of a misquote and/or using scripture to rightly to defend what you say. 

Due to a problem we have experienced with individuals in the past we ask that any of the reports or articles on this site NOT be
stored or re-posted on other Internet sites without our express permission. However, we invite you to link to our site as you
need, a link to us does not mean we endorse you in ANY way. Again, thank you for visiting our site.

http://www.sowersoftheword.us/
http://www.sowersoftheword.us/
http://www.sowersoftheword.us/
http://truthwithsnares.org/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/homo_sin.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/homo_sin.htm
mailto:jb_bdm@yahoo.com
mailto:jb_bdm@yahoo.com
http://truthwithsnares.org/2013/02/23/foreword-to-no-one-will-be-left-behind-but-you-will-be-separated/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/soularizewgf.htm
http://www.google.com/
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/fundamentalistpharisees.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/youlegalist.html
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The Organic Church: House2House 
- and the NAR & Contemplative Way

By John Beardsley - September 5, 2011

 After showing you the problems with the Organic Church movement in the series here:

 The Organic Church together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One January 2011

The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011
Appendix to Part 2: Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto August 2011

The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of Men: Part Three   August 2011

 The Organic Church: In Typical Christian Na’vi Blue - The message comes forth! "Epic Jesus: The Christ You
Never Knew" give at Momentum Conference

– by Frank Viola 9/4/11  reviewed by John Beardsley 9/7/11   September 2011 

I ran across a link to a House2House conference the weekend following the series being posted on BDM,
I felt would be valuable to our readers and warn those seriously seeking to follow scriptures:

http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/event-summary-
35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx

Daily Keynote Sessions from house church pioneers Neil Cole, Frank Viola, and Wolfgang Simson
will provide the latest information on the organic church movement
Handout materials from ALL breakout session workshops will be available for electronic download.
Birds of a Feather sessions have been added to enable you to schedule a meeting on the topic of
your choice. Share your story or bring your questions to discuss with other conference attendees.

Aside from the usuals of Neil Cole and Frank Viola add Wolfgang Simson known for interpreting
dreams, extrabiblical revelations, winning Muslims by dreams:

"Heavens TV. When God speaks to you in dreams. How we learn to stop missing the real night
show; practical introduction to interpreting dreams humans have from God – and how we in turn can
become what God dreams of us (Starfish Edition, 2010)" - on his site:
http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/html/welcome.html

- Simson one of the key speakers is advocating interpretation of dreams to convert Muslims to
Jesus, that they are having visions of a literal Jesus:

http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/event-summary-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/event-summary-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://apprising.org/2010/07/08/the-other-side-of-emergent-the-new-apostolic-reformation/
http://apprising.org/2011/09/01/the-organic-church%E2%80%94doctrines-of-demons-and-of-men-part-3/
http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/html/welcome.html
http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/html/welcome.html
http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/html/welcome.html
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"Many Muslims, for example, report a vivid dream that had this message: A white person appearing
to them in a dream, saying: “I am the way, the truth and life. No one comes to the father except
through me.” Then they would wake up, wondering what this meant, and start out on a quest. A
colleague of mine in Indonesia has been asking many thousands of Muslims a simple question: “Have
you recently seen a white man?” Some would shrug, others would get excited and say: “Yes, indeed,”
and he would go on to explain who that person in white clothes might be, and that he probably
wants the very same thing from the human he gave a personal visit to than he had wanted from
everyone else he met: to get up, follow him and become his disciple. This way, thousands of Muslims
have been led to Christ." Starfish Manifesto, page 511 

- More Simson from his homepage showing he is on the same talking points as Neil Cole and
Frank Viola teaching a Dominionist NAR theology:

" All the signs of the times indicate one thing: Jesus, the King of his Kingdom, is preparing his
Bride for his return. In order for this to happen, Jesus has to do some intense
housecleaning. Centuries of ill management, defunct teaching and blatant religious consumerism has
created self-serving systems to cater for the spiritual needs of its members while they basically pursue
a Babylonian concept of life: work and earn, pay taxes and burn! Gods word speaks of house
churches – we built church-houses." http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/betterthantheHippies.pdf
(emphasis in bold mine)

This is very comparable to Viola and Sweet's statement in the Jesus Manifesto:

" page 141 presents a different line of thought, “Jesus Christ cannot be separated from His church. While Jesus
is distinct from His Bride, He is not separate from her. She is, in fact, His very own body in the earth.” [bold
emphasis mine] Then on page 143 following some discussion on 1 Co 12:1-3 how “the church is Jesus Christ in
corporate expression” The Jesus Manifesto continues quoting the non-Christian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who said
regarding the church, [is] “Christ existing as community.” Later The Jesus Manifesto says, “Practically, this
means that we know Jesus Christ through one another, not just by ourselves. We see Him, hear Him, touch Him,
taste and smell Him through our sisters and brothers within whom He dwells."

and

"The Jesus Manifesto states, “The earth awaits a body of Christians in every city who will receive Jesus utterly
and completely. A body who will esteem Him above everything else, giving Him His rightful place of
supremacy” (pages 158-159). More information in summation below but this sounds like dangerous Dominionist
teaching not found in scriptures! The other two references by Frank Viola to Bill Freeman and T. Austin
Sparks..." from The Way of The Organic Church: Part 2 

- Next a nice wholesome breakout Session with a Contemplative Spirituality and Mysticism
teacher - If you don't get enough remember they have smaller sessions after available??!!

Dr. Michael G. Bischof Holistic Spiritual Formation http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-
and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx 
He is the Founder and Executive Director of SOULeader Resources http://www.souleader.org/
index.html - endorsed by Dallas Willard
-  While this guy says he is talking about a Biblical things his links contradict that notion! 

http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/betterthantheHippies.pdf
http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/betterthantheHippies.pdf
http://www.simsonwolfgang.de/betterthantheHippies.pdf
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/momentum-basics-and-beyond/custom-18-35d9eb8b489245b383c00068e2ebd074.aspx
http://www.souleader.org/index.html
http://www.souleader.org/index.html
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Bischof openly promotes Contemplative Prayer -Centering Prayer, Ignation Meditation, Lectio
Divina, Solitude, Spiritual Friendship and Direction, The Daily Office, and The Jesus Prayer are
posted on his site!

Spiritual Formation 
Contemplative Prayer
Spiritual Disciplines

… This is the primary focus of Formative Spirituality (or the Science of Foundational Human
Formation) as developed by Adrian van Kaam. (http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-
adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors)It also refers to the more deliberate attempt to form oneself or to
allow oneself to be formed within a particular spiritual tradition.

Quotes to show the very strong Contemplative background of this teacher at the conference
from Bischof's SOULeader site:

"It is clear that to Willard “each essential dimension of the human being” is important and all are
involved in the process of spiritual transformation. Another example of a holistic cry comes through
the writings of Richard Foster. In his book Streams of Living Water, Foster explores six great
traditions of the Christian faith: contemplative, holiness, charismatic, social justice, evangelical, and
incarnational. This moves in a direction of kingdom focus and away from the segregated traditions
which typically characterize various denominations, tribes, and associations of churches."

Richard Foster is a modern day mystic! Link here to more on him

"In the area of emotional formation, a passion for holistic understanding can be seen in new
approaches to counseling and inner healing. Professional therapists and psychologists used to corner
the market in the realm of “soul work” and dealing with emotional issues. Today, there is strong
movement into areas such as spiritual direction and the importance of relationships to emotional
healing. One example is Christian psychologist Larry Crabb who has moved in a direction asserting
that spiritual direction can replace standard therapeutic models and methods. In integrating the
emotional with the spiritual, Crabb wants Christian counselors to recognize that “what lies at the root
of a person’s non-organic struggles is the lack of experienced communion with God.” A movement
away from symptomatic solutions toward more integrated systems approaches can be experienced in
both personal and corporate areas dealing with emotional and relational formation."

No surprise here is a link to the heretical teachings of Crabb... he has been around on the BDM
Site for his aberrant teachings for a long time!

Dallas Willard defines spiritual formation as “the process by which the human spirit or will is given a
definite ‘form’ or character.” Eugene Peterson elaborates on the journey of spiritual formation:
“Spirituality is the attention we give to our souls, to the invisible interior of our lives that is the core of

http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/contemplative.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/spiritual/spiritualdisciplines.html
http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors
http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors
http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors
http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors
http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors
http://metamorphablog.com/content/thoughts-adrian-van-kaam-spiritual-directors
http://www.souleader.org/formation/holistic.html#_ftn5
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/foster/
http://www.souleader.org/formation/holistic.html#_ftn6
http://www.souleader.org/formation/holistic.html#_ftn7
http://www.souleader.org/formation/holistic.html#_ftn8
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/crabb/
http://www.souleader.org/formation/spiritual/spiritual.html#_ftn2
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our identity, these image-of-God souls that compose our uniqueness and glory. Spirituality is the
concern we have for the invisibility that inheres in every visibility, for the interior that provides
content to every exterior. It necessarily deals much with innerness, with silence, with solitude. It takes
all matters of soul with utmost seriousness.”

While on the same site arguing against the very thing he is promoting with CSM! And Dallas
Willard who is no stranger to the CSM scandal

 … A widespread secularized concept of spirituality is also prevalent today. This form of “spirituality” is
popularized by contemporary pop psychologists, self-help books, and television talk shows. It is
characterized by spirituality as one’s relationship to whatever is most important in life, or even the
process of becoming a positive, creative, and empowered person. This is not the type of spirituality or
spiritual formation that is being dealt with here.

*** Contradictory Message Warning ***

“Spiritual formation has a distinct focus – the teachings of Jesus and the Bible.”
“Therefore, this view of spiritual formation could be summarized as active and progressive
involvement in focusing on Jesus, focusing on Scripture, and focusing on spiritual disciplines. These
are the foci of Christian spiritual formation. Spiritual formation is a process, not an instantaneous
experience, even though there may be such experiences as part of the process. It is difficult for many
to accept this aspect of process since it goes against the grain of a culture which continually seeks
instant gratification. People are conditioned to expect immediate returns on their investments, which
is not necessarily the case with spiritual formation. For further reading, check out the Relational
Formation section in the SOULeader Bookstore."

 
Bischof's links are distinctly NOT of Jesus and the Bible 

- but the Contemplative Spirituality and Mysticism I have been warning you about!
 

The SOULeader bookstore is also complete with the mystics Henri Nouwen, Richard Foster and
many more! The links they take you to pages on how to practice these things! The links are a
how to do CSM!

Contemplative Prayer
Centering Prayer

Ignation Meditation
Lectio Divina

Solitude
Spiritual Friendship and Direction

The Daily Office
The Jesus Prayer

Tie this to the other material already exposed on The Organic Church puts it squarely in the same circles

http://apprising.org/2011/06/28/mainstream-evangelicalism-embracing-contemplative-mysticism/
http://apprising.org/2011/06/28/mainstream-evangelicalism-embracing-contemplative-mysticism/
http://www.souleader.org/resources/bookstorerelational.html
http://www.souleader.org/resources/bookstorerelational.html
http://www.souleader.org/resources/bookstorerelational.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/centeringprayer.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/ignationmeditation.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/lectiodivina.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/solitude.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/spiritualdirection.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/dailyoffice.html
http://www.souleader.org/formation/contemplative/jesusprayer.html
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of the Emergent Church Movement. The Organic Church is just the House Church equivalent of
Emergent!

I have not looked closer at the other sessions but may in the future...   If you have landed on this page
and not seen the rest of the material exposing what we are talking about here are the links again: 

 The Organic Church together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One January 2011
The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011

Appendix to Part 2: Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto August 2011
The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of Men: Part Three   August 2011

 The Organic Church: In Typical Christian Na’vi Blue - The message comes forth! "Epic Jesus: The Christ You
Never Knew" give at Momentum Conference

– by Frank Viola 9/4/11  reviewed by John Beardsley 9/7/11   September 2011 

Biblical Discernment Ministries - 9/2011 
by John Beardsley

Return To Our Home Page
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Blue is the New Red - 'Violology' is the New Theology! 
- God's Wife is the Devil's Consort!?

– Did One NAR / Home Church Leader Marry God to Form of “Ashtoreth?”

Jeremiah 23:32 “Behold, I [am] against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell
them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor
commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.”

     How can someone claiming to be a Biblical teacher suggest of the church, "...the throng turns into
a whirlwind of glorious light, as glorious as the face of God it begins to form, and out of it, out of
this whirlwind steps the most glorious woman…” and “…bride of the Lamb becomes the wife of
God and the two shall become one?” Except from some dream or vision perhaps? Or are the roots of
this thinking as old as the Garden of Eden? Interestingly, I did find something in religious news claiming
that God’s wife was edited out of the Bible:

On March 18, 2011 Discovery News puts out the article God's Wife Edited Out of the Bible -- Almost

“The theory has gained new prominence due to the research of Francesca Stavrakopoulou, who
began her work at Oxford and is now a senior lecturer in the department of Theology and Religion
at the University of Exeter. “

A response was found on the Bible Gateway Blog a week later, March 25, 2011 Did God have a Wife?  

“Was God married? Was the Old Testament revised to hide evidence that God ruled alongside a
heavenly queen?”  - Then they answer the issue:

“So to the question “Did the ancient Israelites worship other gods, like Asherah, alongside
Yahweh?” the answer is clear: they certainly did. But what is also clear is that the Bible
repeatedly and unequivocally condemns this, describing these pagan gods as nothing more
than lifeless idols.” …” There is no manuscript evidence suggesting an “earlier version” of
Israelite history that endorsed polytheism.”

The next place I looked was at the Online Bible under the topic of False Worship that covers Idols to be
Destroyed with places: "devoted to idolatry, Groves (Asherah or Asherim), places where shrines were
located {#De 12:2 16:21 Jud 6:25 1Ki 14:15 16:33 2Ki 18:4 21:3 23:14 2Ch 14:3 17:6 Isa 17:8}"

So could this possibly have to do with a leader within the house/organic church movement? To
start, this same leader quoted at the start is Frank Viola who is also on the record already giving the
highest praise I have heard anyone give the book called The Shack that introduces another god – a female
god as GOD in The Shack they introduce god in this fashion,

“…a version of the trinity with a variety of ethnic descriptions as well as two of the three being
female pg 82-84, “…a large African-American woman…” (Papa God the Father), “…a small
distinctively Asian woman…virtually transparent and hard to see…,” (Sarayu Holy Spirit),
a man “…appeared Middle Eastern and dressed like a laborer complete with tool belt and gloves...

http://news.discovery.com/history/god-wife-yahweh-asherah-110318.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2011/03/did-god-have-a-wife/


The Devil and His Consort - God's Wife?

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/Devilconsort.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:27 PM]

(Jesus as a carpenter).” (Online source)

Frank Viola shared his glowing endorsement of William Paul Young author of The Shack, saying this
and much more,

“All told: I will shamelessly throw my hat in the ring with those who are giving unqualified
praise for The Shack. I believe that this book will make history in more ways than one. And as
I’ve told Paul myself, I can’t wait until it trumps “The Purpose Driven Life.” At the present
rate the book is selling, it won’t be too long for that to happen. Thank you, Paul Young, for
writing this monumental work. The Kingdom of God is better off for it.” - Source now a dead
link: http://frankviola.wordpress.com/2008/07/28/short-book-review-of-the-shack-by-william-p-
young/

So is introducing the Church as "The Wife of God" a form of Ashtoreth (false worship)?

     Should it really a surprise one of today’s modern day, postmodern, Dominionist, psychologizing,
Emergent-Organic Church, New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) and Shack endorsing leaders would
reintroduce a form of false worship? Judge for yourself as Frank Viola stated this past September
4th 2011, at the Momentum National House Church conference in his message on “Epic Jesus,”
when Frank Viola states in this fuller quote,

“A matchless throng that no man can number from every tribe, every race, every kindred every
tongue and God does something incredible – the throng turns into a whirlwind of glorious
light, as glorious as the face of God, and it begins to form, and out of it, out of this
whirlwind steps the most glorious woman, beyond the imagination of mortals, the bride makes
her entrance, the mystery of the ages the new Eve, and gold is poured into gold and light into
light, and the bride of the Lamb becomes the wife of God and the two shall become one. For
behold I show you a mystery the woman was taken out of the man and brought to the man and the
two become one flesh but I’m not speaking of Adam and Eve, I’m speaking of Christ and the
Church.“ (Online Source)

This is not a onetime statement by Viola, there is a whole theology wrapped around this! In his 2009
book From Eternity to Here on page 126 he says similarly, (emphasis in bold mine)

“The bride has been making herself ready for this grand moment (Rev. 19:7-9). Heaven's
Bridegroom takes His spotless bride into the wedding chamber, behind the veil, and purity
is poured into purity, light flows into light, and the Lord Jesus Christ and His beloved bride
become one. And she is no longer a bride. She is now the wife of God. And God the Son is
no longer a bachelor.”

So how did we get from 'there to here' should be the question! A few more quotes from earlier
‘Violology’ (as I now coin it) he develops a whole line of theological thought of his own in From
Eternity to Here to show the depth of what is being said:

“No one else existed. Nothing else existed. Within the bosom of God the Father was God the Son.
And they were unified. The Spirit was also present, sharing in the oneness of both Father and Son.
Pulsating within the center of the Godhead was the very essence of deity, a passionate love (John
17:24; 1 John 4:16). All things pour forth from God the Father. He is the source of everything.

http://apprising.org/2010/07/08/the-other-side-of-emergent-the-new-apostolic-reformation/
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This includes the passion of divine love. Augustine once said, “If God is love, then there must be
in Him a Lover, a Beloved, and a Spirit of love; for no love is conceivable without a Lover and a
Beloved” (From Eternity to Here on page 38).

But he got that from scriptures here John 17:24; 1 John 4:16? Did all of us somehow miss these gems
in scripture for their true meaning? God’s Word says to keep the scriptures in context I include
surrounding verses:

John 17:23-26 “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I
will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 25 O
righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known
that thou hast sent me. 26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

And the other reference:

1 John 4:15-17 “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and
he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we
may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.”

Then Viola continues on the next page:

“So when God made man, there were two beings in the universe that were vibrating with an
insatiable passion: the Son of God in heaven and Adam on earth. The frustrated passion of a
love-filled God and the frustrated passion of a human made in His image. Then, on one non-
day in the dateless past, God the Father conceived a plan. It was a staggering plan. It was to give
His Son a companion, one who would match Him perfectly. One who would be just like Him,
yet not Him. That being would be the Son of God in a different form. That being would also
become the object of the Son’s passion, a wife worthy of deity.” (From Eternity to Here on
page 39)

Two beings vibrating with an  insatiable passion... frustrated... a plan for a perfect companion, ...would
be the Son of God in a different form, object of passion - ... A wife worthy of deity? Seriously, how
could all of us have missed this in scriptures or is this some sort of private interpretation of what we are
not told? The Bible clearly teaches how dangerous this is and warns, 2 Peter 1:20 "Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation." And there is still much more as I
show:

“I want you to contemplate this passion-filled God of yours. Truthfully, God is perfectly adequate
within Himself. But because God is love, He is not content to be adequate in Himself. For this
reason, God the Son wanted someone upon whom to pour out the love that coursed within His
being, which is the very same love that the Father poured out upon Him. … Thus the
superabundance of God’s love required a receptacle that was not within the Trinity. Again,
the Son’s desire for a counterpart was not rooted in any deficiency within Himself.” (From
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Eternity to Here on page 39-40)

While God "...was not content to be adequate" and His love required a receptacle not within the Trinity?
Then in typical postmodern eclectic form states this frustrated, love starved Son is none other than
our Lord Jesus - A lonely bachelor! Read for yourselves:

The Lord Jesus, a Lone Bachelor
"Let us now move into time and watch how God fulfilled His ageless purpose. You have heard
that Jesus Christ came to save sinners. That is true. But the New Testament teaches that He came
for something far deeper. He came to get His counterpart. He came to get His bride. He came to
obtain a wife for Himself. The Eternal Son became human in order that He might obtain the
passion that burned within His bosom from before time." (From Eternity to Here on page 41)

All of these quotes get us back to the start where Viola has the glorious Church becoming a
whirlwind and all of us turning into this woman:

That coming will issue into a glorious marriage in which the bride of Christ will be the wife of
God. (From Eternity to Here on page 93)

There is much more evidence to to show, I can hardly contain this in the opening argument you can say,
of the crimes against scriptures I have read. Next in From Eternity to Here, you get a whole chapter 11
titled “The Wife of God” leading to the quote from page 126 at the start of this article connected to the
quote from the Momentum conference in his "Epic Jesus," which MP3 is posted online. To take a quip
from Viola's "Epic Jesus" message he remarks like the proverbial infomercial "...but wait that's not
all!...," indeed there was much more that I hope to draw together into one coherent article for you my
readers to truly paint for you a picture of a Jesus I have never seen or heard before.

Does Viola speak for God or does the Bible stand against teachings of Violology?

ISN'T THIS THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN JUST IN OTHER WORDS?

While Viola may use some other fine sounding words, he strayed greatly from the path of truth
and went off-roading reintroducing a type of false worship condemned in the Old Testament and
New Testament. He essentially recreates the basis for a Queen of Heaven, or as known as
Ashtoreth. Consider what others said about Ashtoreth,

“And since Ashtoreth worship involved sexuality (fertility, procreation, temple prostitution), the
resulting relationship, to the depraved mind, would naturally be one of a sexual nature. Clearly, the
idea of the “queen of heaven” as the consort or paramour of the King of heaven is idolatrous and
unbiblical. There is no queen of heaven. There has never been a queen of heaven. There is
most certainly a King of Heaven, the Lord of hosts, Jehovah. He alone rules in heaven.” (As
correctly stated from article at GotQuestions.org bold emphasis mine)

--- There is another BIG problem with this weird eschatological fantasy quoted earlier - where is
the person of the Holy Spirit in this picture Viola painted!? One of the Trinity is absent! I have a
separate section below on the Trinity to point back part of the problem showing ties to the teachings
of the "cultic" Local Church Movement and possible influence on Violology.

http://www.gotquestions.org/Queen-of-Heaven.html
http://www.apologeticsindex.org/379-local-church-encyclopedia-of-cults-and-new-religions
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INTRODUCING THE CHURCH AS “GOD’S WIFE” COMPARABLE TO FEMALE GOD OF
THE SHACK

     In the Herescope article following, while also addressing some issues with The Shack, it connects
more of the dots for the discussion here in MORE THAN METAPHOR Part 3: The Consequence of
Role-Reversals in The Shack: (Used with permission)

Solomon’s personal involvement with and public initiation of idolatry at the end of his reign
influenced the spirituality of Israel and Judah for generations to come. The common biblical
description of Israel playing the harlot with the pagan (i.e., earthly) idol-gods of the surrounding
nations is, I believe, more than a metaphor.[29]

As religion, the feminine goddess Asherah (or, Ashtoreth) was fully a part of Baal worship, she
being the female consort of Baal.[30] This male-female divinity (i.e., Baal-Asherah) typifies the
pagan idolatry where, as one study Bible notes, the “deities symbolized generative power, [and]
their worship involved prostitution.”[31] … In spite of the outward repression of idolatry by
reforms like those initiated by the youthful King Josiah (circa 622 B.C., 2 Chronicles 34:1-7), it
has been noted that the idolatrous cancer “was deep and flourished quickly again after a
shallow revival.”[35] Not even the Babylonian Captivity would cure the nation of its
fascination for and playing harlot with the imagined gods and goddesses of the surrounding
nations. In fact, the solution to this spiritual pollution awaits the coming of the One who will cure
Israel and the world of spiritual harlotry forever (Zechariah 12:10; 13:2; See Micah 4:1-2.).

Obviously, when the image of God is changed into gods and goddesses
(Romans 1:23), when poly-gendering generates polytheism, when the sacred/sexual on earth is
believed to mimic the sacred-sexual in heaven (as above, so below), when sacred prostitutes
become representative incarnations of the gods and goddesses, and when sex becomes a sacrament
linking the human to the divine, the dynamic of “relationship” with God changes.[36] Sensuality
controls the spirituality, and the divine mystery is reduced vulgar lust (See Leviticus 18:1-19:4; 1
Peter 1:15). Solomon’s introduction of an idolatry that included the feminine-divine changed the
human perception of the relationship of the gods with each other, the people with those gods, and
the people with people. As the apostle wrote, God “gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts
of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves” (Romans 1:24). With the
projection of femaleness into god (Asherah, being Baal’s consort), in theory it became possible
for gods to reproduce gods. Like rats, the gods multiplied (i.e., polytheism). [37] As the gods
proliferated and Israel created their likenesses on earth, idols flooded the kingdoms of Israel and
Judah. The prophet described the apostasy:

Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the
east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines . . . Their land also is full of idols; they worship the
work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made: And the mean man boweth
down, and the great man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not (Isaiah 2:6, 8-9, KJV;
Compare Jeremiah 2:13, 20; 3:1-10, 13.).

So we need to all take care! The Old Testament on the idol of a Queen of Heaven is false worship by
whatever name you call it:

http://herescope.blogspot.com/2008/09/more-than-metaphor.html
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2008/09/more-than-metaphor.html
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2008/09/more-than-metaphor.html
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2008/07/shack-elousia-mythical-mystical-black.html
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“2 Kings 23:13 And the high places that [were] before Jerusalem, which [were] on the right hand
of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the
abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom
the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.”

And the New Testament:

“2 Corinthians 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.”

King Josiah in his day saw these idols, high places and groves for what they were and tore them
down, even though Israel fell again a short time later, it is another lesson and strong warning for us
to avoid such foolish thinking!

MORE EVIDENCE - VIOLA’S VISION FITS TOGETHER WITH YOUNG’S WEIRD BOOK
THE SHACK

Remember Frank Viola’s glowing endorsement of The Shack above? Compare Viola’s vision of the
church throng changed into a woman and The Shack on page 148 where author William Paul Young
blasphemes Jesus by daring to speak for him saying,

     “Mack asks Jesus the question, But you came in the form of a man. Doesn’t that say
something?” “Yes, but not what many have assumed. I came as a man to complete a wonderful
picture in how we made you. From the first day we hid the woman within the man, so that at the
right time we could remove her from within him. We didn’t create man to live alone; she was
purposed from the beginning. By taking her out of him, he birthed her in a sense. We created a
circle of relationship, like our own, but for humans. She, out of him, and now all the males,
including me, birthed through her; and all originating, or birthed, from God.” 
     “Oh, I get it,” Mack interjected, stopping in midthrow, “If the female had been created first,
there would have been no circle of relationship, and thus no possibility of a fully equal face-to-
face relationship between the male and the female. Right” “Exactly right, Mack.” Jesus
[answered then] looked at him and grinned.” [Bold emphasis mine]

Now again, to Viola on 9/4/2011, (shortened from above) :

“– the throng turns into a whirlwind of glorious light, as glorious as the face of God, and it
begins to form, and out of it, out of this whirlwind steps the most glorious woman, …the new
Eve… the bride of the Lamb becomes the wife of God and the two shall become one. For
behold I show you a mystery…I’m not speaking of Adam and Eve, I’m speaking of Christ and
the Church.“

Then for the circle of the relationship back with The Shack, Viola’s teachings in 2008 book
Reimagining Church on page 109 he states,

"The church is called to reflect this dance of fellowship and self-giving. But more than that, it has
been introduced into the dance as a new partner! Interestingly, the early Christians used the
term perichoresis to describe the divine dance of fellowship that goes on between the Father,
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Son and Spirit. (The prefix peri means "around," and the word choresis literally means
"dancing.") The final end of humanity is to be fully taken up into the Trinitarian dance,
brought fully into the circle of that superabundant love that flows within the Godhead (1
Cor 15:24-28; Eph 1:10). The good news is that we can live in the foretaste of that future reality
now. As Miroslav Volf says, "Participation in the communion of the triune God, however, is not
only an object of hope for the church, but also its present experience. (Quoting Volf's 1998 book
After Our Likeness) then Viola continues,

“Tragically, because we have arranged church according to institutional lines for so long, we've
been conditioned to take some wrong steps in the dance. But seeing the church as family grounds
out identity firmly in the triune God and draws us back into the circle." [One of Viola's not so
well masked snipes of institutional churches I touch on more later]

However 1 Co 15:24-28 and Eph 1:10 the Bible actually says this, 

“Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign,
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it
is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.  And when all things
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all
things under him, that God may be all in all.”

And

Eph 1:10 “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:”

Sorry Frank, no circle here with the exception of your reasoning to propagate more Violology - what
would actually appear to be Dominionist / Restoration Theology and something more. Earlier in the
same endorsement (above) of The Shack regarding Young’s orthodoxy in case you are questioning if I
have Viola all wrong he said this as well in the same 2008 endorsement,

“Very simply: The Shack is a brilliant book. And God is using it to touch the lives of scores
of people, both Christian and non-Christian. Paul Young is not only a great guy, but he’s an
exceptional fiction writer. And he is dead on: there is no hierarchy within the Godhead.
This has been the orthodox Christian position from the beginning.”

WARNING DARKER ROADS AHEAD! - WE THE CHURCH AS THE ORGANIC EXTENSION
OF GOD!?

     I hope you now understand the title of this article, the “Devil and his Consort” which in history is
Baal and Ashtoreth. – They  resemble the teachings being presented in this tale presented as if from God
but by Frank Viola. HOWEVER there are darker implications being taught making us an “Organic
extension” of the Trinity! To me it smacks of a very twisted and subtle way of introducing the idea of a
“divine spark” (New Age type teaching) for Christians, while at the same time Viola denying we are
divine it is all very convoluted and contradictory when you connect to the fantasy of the throng being
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swept away into a whirlwind and turned into a woman. Just the idea, just the thought Viola presents here
helps to lay some of the groundwork for a future and greater deception (whether or not that was his
intent - Jeremiah 17:9-10 it is wicked and I am measuring what he says to scriptures)! Connect together
with others Viola has regularly shared the stage or books mentioned on our site: William Paul Young
author of The Shack, Wolfgang Simson (who promotes New Age type dream interpretation), and with
Leonard Sweet (more linked here) -you can see Viola hangs out with a crowd that go for the such errant
postmodern teachings! I believe Viola's conservative Bible teaching persona is just that – and there is
zero depth of true Biblical discernment based on evidence. I will show more of the dark paths in what
follows with this hope and warning from Jude 23-24, "And others save with fear, pulling them out of
the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy"
 

So Is the Church an “Organic Extension” of the Godhead?

AN ABERRANT FORM OF THE TRINITY – AND ATTACK OF THE “INSTITUTIONAL
CHURCH”

According to Frank Viola,

“In the Godhead there exists an eternal, complementary, and reciprocal interchange of divine life,
divine love, and divine fellowship. Amazingly this same relationship has been transposed from the
divine key into the human key. The passage has moved from the Father to the Son, from the Son to
the church. (John 6:57; 15:9; 20:21). It has moved from the eternal God in the heavenlies to the
church on earth, the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. The church is the organic extension of the
triune God. It was conceived in Christ before time. (Eph 1:4-5) and born on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:1ff)” (Frank Viola, Reimagining Church, p35).

Since this doctrine of the Trinity is so very critical to my Christian foundation, I am going to go to each
verse reference and hold what Viola says to the light of scripture. I am Bible reading Christian and see
some MAJOR problems here:

John 6:56-58 “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 57
As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live
by me. 58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna,
and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.”

John 15:8-10 “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love.”

John 20:21-22 “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost:”



The Devil and His Consort - God's Wife?

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/Devilconsort.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:27 PM]

In my articles exposing the errors coming from the Organic Church teachings this is one of the
“watershed” issues I wish to address. While much in the Bible speaks to us in organic terms, living
words, and we most certainly serve a Living God, God has not implied in any part of scripture that we
become Gods but we always remain the created, the creature though very much loved – we do not “join”
in the oneness of the Godhead for the Lord Our God is ONE GOD. Here the waters part ways with
Viola and those who would teach we somehow become an “organic extension.”

Ephesians 1:4-5 “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,”

Ac 2:1 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place.”

We are chosen in him and adopted. Adoption means we are part of the family of God we are by no
means God or Gods. There is an implied hierarchy established in the family by God. This is not putting
God into a box as Viola and Sweet would accuse, these are attributes established by God Himself as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In other places, Viola attempts to implicate that the Bible translators added
this patriarchal hierarchy and goes to some lengths to prove this point quoting two other theologians
(Kevin Giles and then Shirley Guthrie) for credence, again in typical post-modernist fashion on the
following page 36 of Reimagining Church to support a type of “communal” existence and says that his
definition of the “…Trinity is the paradigm for the church’s native expression” and quotes the second
theologian Guthrie with a rather long quote on this same page but encapsulates it with,

“Look again at the triune God. And notice what’s absent. There’s an absence of command-style
leadership. There’s an absence of hierarchical structures.”

Here lies another paradigmatic/watershed issue! This is a direct contradiction of many scriptures!
Just to quote a few:

John 4:34 “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his
work.”

John 5:30 “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because
I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.”

John 6:38 “For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me.”

– A hierarchical structure is not only implied but stated BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST! Unless
perhaps Viola is advocating the new Bible based on the God of The Shack with its feminine God
which should be listed as a “g” - because it is a false god!

Next, Viola attempts to take us on the road in the following page to the “Four Paradigms for Church
Restoration” downplaying the importance of the New Testament being a blueprint for living on page 37,
and also as revealed in the piece on the book The Jesus Manifesto. The point is, Viola uses his “organic
extension” theology as a means to an end, an end not found in scriptures hence the watershed. We start
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as “chosen” but Viola somehow has us ending as part of the “perichoresis” mentioned earlier where
Viola makes it clear, as quoted earlier,

“The final end of humanity is to be fully taken up into the Trinitarian dance, brought fully
into the circle of that superabundant love that flows within the Godhead (1 Cor 15:24-28;
Eph 1:10)” (Frank Viola, Reimagining Church, p109).

This is error in its basest form and dangerous theology that will fool the naïve’ Christian into
thinking we become like God! All the way back to the Garden with the lie!

Note of credit and thanks to a fellow laborer in Christ: For the first point regarding the Trinity, I found
Daniel Chew’s answer to Viola on the issue of hierarchy from the previous section initially at his blog,
Viola's restorationism and the Social Trinitarian analogy problem that I find no fault, I just go in some
other directions defining the issues. I want to give Daniel the credit for unknowingly pointing me in the
direction to this particular aberrant teaching of Viola, for more please check out the link above.

A SHORT MESSAGE FROM ME TO FRANK VIOLA AND HIS FOLLOWERS

A word of STRONG rebuke to Frank Viola and anyone who downplay the importance of scriptures, it is
the scripture that points to the priority scripture should be and why people teaching falsely like you go
off so easily into a variety of error:

2 Timothy 3:15-17 “ And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”

Stop teaching your lies and turn from these wicked ways and if you have been beguiled/deceived as many
have lulled into this sleep of apostasy wake up! (Romans 13:11-12) This is not a matter of semantics,
you have redefined the rules established by Him you claim to call Lord, you are rejecting the Canon of
scripture and following something similar to the cultic Local Church Movement of Witness Lee who saw
the Bible as a “prayer book” leading others (though Lee more directly than you) to his OWN books! You
walk in error and lead others astray! Come out! Separate yourselves from the lies! Come to the
REAL Jesus of the Bible not this one who is a fiction of men!!!

 CONNECTIONS TO THE TEACHINGS OF WATCHMAN NEE AND STRONG SIMILARITY
TO DISCIPLE WITNESS LEE

   Next, in Part Two of my series exposing some of the teachings of Frank Viola to the Organic Church
and in The Jesus Manifesto I found another interesting connection The Way of The Organic Church: Part
2, March 2011,

“Viola’s references goes on to Watchman Nee and Witness Lee of the Local Church Movement
known for its unbiblical views on the Trinity that sound remarkably like the view presented by
Viola. This view is at least comparable to a heresy known as Modalism/Sabellianism originating in
the third century regarding the Trinity and I believe it is no coincidence Viola references material
from Witness Lee in From Eternity to Here.  

http://puritanreformed.blogspot.com/2010/05/violas-restorationism-and-social.html
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In the book The New Cults, Dr. Walter Martin stated, “Witness Lee teaches that the church, the
Body of Christ, is Christ, and is becoming more and more “full” of God, to the point where
eventually the church is God manifest in the flesh, fulfilling God’s original intention to “work
Himself into man”” (Page 404). Dr. Martin references several items from Witness Lee, two that
specifically relate:

Speaking of the Church and Christ:

“in number we are different, but in nature we are exactly the same.” Witness Lee, The All-
Inclusive Christ page 103.

“This Christ has expanded from one Person to thousands and thousands of persons. He was once
the individual Christ, but in Acts He has become a corporate Christ.” Witness Lee, Life Study in
Matthew, Message One (Stream Publishers), page 3.

There is more of a connection here that you the reader can go read to the cultic Local Church Movement.
Linked here with John Ankerberg Ministries, - Viola and Sweet’s book, The Jesus Manifesto smelled
really fishy when he started talking on the nature of God. In my opinion, Frank Viola can be likened to
Witness Lee, Viola just masks his hatred of “Institutional Churches” a little better saying we still owe
something to them but then condemns them in other words along with the house church cronies I have
been reading about. Compare that to Witness Lee who said, “We must stay away from the practice of the
deformed and degraded Christianity and come back to the divine revelation for the Lord’s recovery....
The traditional way of [church] meeting...builds up something satanic and demonic.”13

More Local Church Movement Doctrine for the Organic Church?

-  A form of Old Modalism / Sabellianism / or whatever reintroduced!

Continuing this line of thought that was once used to expose the lies of the cultic Local Church
Movement, an extract From http://localchurch.8m.com/cri-dl-075.html  - Kept in context below with this
link but parts are really an addendum to my articles exposing the Organic Church. It reads very similar to
what was exposed in the book The Jesus Manifesto and others:

"As a result of these errors, we can expect more errors, and the primary one we find in Lee's
teaching is that God becomes the Church, or vice versa. For most Christians such a teaching is so
incredible that we tend to refuse to believe that anyone could seriously teach it. Yet it has actually
been taught, and rejected, time and again throughout the history of Christianity, and has sometimes
been referred to as the doctrine of the "extension of the incarnation." (Compare to Reimaging
Church of Viola making us an Organic Extension)

"The fact that Lee teaches this is clearly seen in many of his writings:

    The Church-- The Manifestation of God in the Flesh. . . This Church is the continuation and the
multiplication of God manifest in flesh. . . We are then the increase, the enlargement, of the
manifestation of God in the flesh. God manifests Himself again in the flesh, but in a wider way. . .
In other words, God is mingled with human beings, not in an outward way, but in an inward way.
The Church is the manifestation of God not the manifestation of doctrines or gifts.[29] (Viola very
similar in The Jesus Manifesto and From Eternity to Here – refer to pages above)

http://www.apologeticsindex.org/l40.html
http://localchurch.8m.com/cri-dl-075.html
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    This Christ has expanded from one Person to thousands and thousands of persons. He was once
the individual Christ, but in Acts He has become a corporate Christ.[30]   (Viola same in From
Eternity to Here and The Jesus Manifesto) More on this one tied in below.

    (Speaking of the Church and Christ:) In number we are different, but in nature we are exactly
the same.[31]

    The Father is in the Son, the Son is in the Spirit, and the Spirit is now in the Body. They are
now four in one: the Father, the Son, the Spirit, and the Body.[32] (I believe we just crossed this
line with Viola in From Eternity to Here making the bride one worthy of deity page 39)

    With the Incarnation a dispensation began in which God and man, man and God were blended
into one.[33] - (Viola "Epic Jesus" and From Eternity to Here abive)

    The first creation, though brought into being by God Himself, is by God Himself suffered to
pass into death that it may emerge in resurrection as a creation of dual nature, i.e., combining the
natures of God and man.[34]

    The resurrection followed the crucifixion. The resurrection recovered and uplifted the standard
of humanity created by God and brought the human nature into God. By incarnation the divine
nature was brought into man; by resurrection the human nature was brought into God. Now it is
possible for man to have more than a created human nature . . . God mingled with man and man
mingled with God . . . God in His three Persons mingles Himself with us.[35]

    The day will come when the Triune God and the resurrected man will be one expression.[36]

We are left with no doubt that the Local Church teaches that the Church becomes God, and vice
versa. This is stated not only by Mr. Lee, but also by one for the members of the Local Church,
Bill Freeman, [Viola has on his recommended book list and mentioned in part 2] when he
writes of the "mystery of Christ and the Church as one entity."[37] John C. Ingalls, another
member, wrote that "Christ is not only the Head, but also the Body" (i.e., the Church).[38]

Such an idea as this necessarily involves a change in the very nature of God: God must become the
Church, and every time someone is added to the Church, God must increase. Indeed, when Lee
writes of the Church as the "increase, the enlargement, of the manifestation of God in the flesh," in
the context of the other writings quoted above, he clearly implies an increase in God Himself. But
such a teaching is impossible in the light of Malachi 3:6, where God proclaims, "For I am the
LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."

Again making suspect the teachings of Viola regarding one of the most important doctrines in
scriptures with the Trinity! Here is a link to a proper perspective: KEEPING YOU APPRISED OF:
THE HOLY TRINITY

CONNECTIONS TO THE BOOK THE JESUS MANIFESTO by Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet

Connecting to what Viola said 9/4/2011, whatever that was, vision/dream, and the connection of the
Viola's and that he said again much of what is above that we can be living today in that dance and his

http://apprising.org/2005/09/04/keeping-you-apprised-of-the-holy-trinity/
http://apprising.org/2005/09/04/keeping-you-apprised-of-the-holy-trinity/
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use of the, “term perichoresis to describe the divine dance of fellowship that goes on between the Father,
Son and Spirit”

Jesus Manifesto, page 141 presents a another line of thought on this same topic,

“Jesus Christ cannot be separated from His church. While Jesus is distinct from His Bride, He is
not separate from her. She is, in fact, His very own body in the earth.” [bold emphasis mine]

Then following, on page 143 following some discussion on 1 Co 12:1-3 how:

“…the church is Jesus Christ in corporate expression” The Jesus Manifesto continues quoting the
non-Christian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who said regarding the church, [is] “Christ existing as
community.” Later The Jesus Manifesto says, “Practically, this means that we know Jesus Christ
through one another, not just by ourselves. We see Him, hear Him, touch Him, taste and smell
Him through our sisters and brothers within whom He dwells.”

And in another book From Eternity to Here on page 266 states:

“It's worth noting that Paul never speaks of the "body of Christians." He always uses the phrase
the "body of Christ." For Paul, the body of Christ is a particular person. It's not a metaphor. Paul
never says the church is like His body. No, we are His body. Each member is the physical
complement, the extension, of the same person, Jesus Christ. And we happen to be the only
body He has.”

If you did not catch what Viola was saying he continues on page 267:

“Paul's idea is not that the Head is somehow screwed onto the body. His idea is that Christ
embodies the church. The risen Christ is a living, inclusive, "more-than-individual" personality.
The church is a corporate entity that is made up of diverse individuals. It is a person, living
in and expressing Himself through His many members.

    Put another way, the church is the visible image of the invisible Lord. It is the corporate Christ.
It is Christ in collective human expression. To Paul's mind, the church in Corinth was none
other than Jesus Christ in the city of Corinth. Paul's apostolic ministry was built upon this very
revelation. And it comes screaming through all of his letters, including 1 Corinthians” (Frank
Viola, From Eternity to Here Page 267). --- Note: these quotes from pages 266 and 267 while not
identical are nearly the same as The Jesus Manifesto pages 142- 143.

 – This sounds like the Borg of the New Generation Star Trek collective “hive” mind! ....sorry resistance
to humor at this point was futile! So much of this is so sadly ridiculous! Or should I say Scott M. Peck’s
warped thinking?  Peck's understanding of the nature of God and the nature of man comes from a blend
of Jungian psychology and Eastern mysticism rather than from the Bible. Peck says of God and man:

    "God wants us to become Himself (or Herself or Itself). We are growing toward godhood. God
is the goal of evolution. It is God who is the source of the evolutionary force and God who is the
destination. This is what we mean when we say that He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end" (cf. Isa. 44:6).

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/peck/general.htm
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---- I include this quote of Peck’s because it is such a small step away from the circle of relationship
and dance Viola mentions… dangerously close in my opinion! This was the first comparison that came
to mind, I am sure there are others within the emergent movement that may even be closer – one of
which Viola co-authored The Jesus Manifesto with perhaps?

Another analogy to Peck, is Viola’s eschatology, instead of the glorious hope of Christ's visible return to
consummate history, overthrow evil, and usher in the eternal state, where Peck has a global community,
Viola and Leonard Sweet with The Jesus Manifesto do the same ushering in the Kingdom primarily by
the efforts of man (1 Thes. 4:16-18)! When it states on pages 158 – 159:

“The earth awaits a body of Christians in every city who will receive Jesus utterly and completely.
A body who will esteem Him above everything else, giving Him His rightful place of supremacy.”

Again, this is Dominionist theology, one of the crucial doctrines of this error that can be traced to
Manifest Sons of God teachings - with connections to today’s New Apostolic Reformation (NAR)
thinking. In the book Vengeance Is Ours, Albert Dager provides more insight to this being nothing new,
on page 70:

"Some who have been infected by the Manifest Sons of God teachings even believe He will not
return physically, but rather that Christ and the Church are becoming one in nature and essence,
and that the Church, as the “on-going incarnation of God,” is Christ on earth."

I have shown you Dominionist theology blended with the heretical teachings of Witness Lee and the
Local Church Movement arriving at what I have coined Violology - what else do would you call it?

WARNING ABOUT JESUS MANIFESTO CO-AUTHOR LEONARD SWEET - A BIRD OF
THE SAME FEATHER
As for a bit on Leonard Sweet, he covered at more length here: Beware of Leonard Sweet: Master of
Doublespeak. This shows he was on the same page with Viola well prior to The Jesus Manifesto when he
states in other books of his own:

         Sweet promotes a New Age-like, universalist-tinged spirituality that he calls New Light and “quantum
spirituality” and “the Christ consciousness.” He describes it in terms of “the union of the human
with the divine” which is the “center feature of all the world’s religions” (Quantum Spirituality, p. 235).
He defines the New Light as “a structure of human becoming, a channeling of Christ energies through
mindbody experience” (Quantum Spirituality, p. 70).

         In his book Carpe Manana, Sweet says:
“New Light embodiment means to be ‘in connection’ and ‘information’ with all of creation. New Light
communities extend the sense of connectionalism to creation and see themselves as members of an
ecological community encompassing the whole of creation. ‘This is my body’ is not an anthropocentric
metaphor. Theologian/feminist critic Sallie McFague has argued persuasively for seeing Earth, in a very
real sense, as much as a part of the body of Christ as humans. We are all earthlings. ... WE
CONSTITUTE TOGETHER A COSMIC BODY OF CHRIST” (Carpe Manana, p. 124).

         Sweet calls for a “New Light movement of ‘world-making’ faith” that will “CREATE THE WORLD
THAT IS TO, AND MAY YET, BE”

http://www.wayoflife.org/files/5fbb8b205f28bcd33436db81fa384e86-590.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/files/5fbb8b205f28bcd33436db81fa384e86-590.html
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         Sweet calls the New Age Catholic priest Teilhard de Chardin “twentieth-century Christianity’s major
voice” (Quantum Spirituality, p. 106). Teilhard promoted the theory of evolution, taught that God is the
consciousness of the universe, that everything is one, and that everything is evolving in greater and
greater enlightenment toward an ultimate point of perfection, which he called CHRIST and THE
OMEGA POINT.

         “Mysticism, once cast to the sidelines of the Christian tradition, is now situated in postmodernist
culture near the center. ... In the words of one of the greatest theologians of the twentieth century, Jesuit
philosopher of religion/dogmatist Karl Rahner, ‘The Christian of tomorrow will be a mystic, one who has
experienced something, or he will be nothing’” (Quantum Spirituality, 1991, pp. 11, 76).

Sweet sounds a bit more like the extreme ecumenical teachings of Miroslav Volf here:

         “One can be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ without denying the flickers of the sacred in followers
of Yahweh, or Kali, or Krishna” (Quantum Spirituality, p. 130).

(Just bullets above link has entire article)

Sweet attempts to deny holding New Age philosophy on his site but Pastor David Cloud openly answers
and I stand in agreement when including the evidence above:

If Leonard Sweet truly does not hold to a New Age philosophy, he needs to publicly renounce his
books Quantum Spirituality and Carpe Manana. He needs to apologize publicly and loudly for his
non-critical recommendation of New Agers. He needs to publicly and loudly expose and rebuke the
errors of the heretics he has foolishly recommended.”

SO WHAT ARE WE TO DO WITH THESE TEACHERS?

What Frank Viola uttered at the Momentum conference back in 2008 endorsing The Shack and
now with his fantastical dream (or whatever it was) September 4th, 2011 together with the false
teachings of the Trinity and more - Is dangerous theology that needs to be exposed! It is false
worship, faulty thinking, false eschatology, and is preaching a false church and another Christ! It
is at best a foolish and utter nonsense.

– My advice, any Christian should quickly repudiate and abandon his teachings!  Introducing any form of
Ashtoreth (false worship), he is building an idol that will lead people astray!  All said, any of us can fall
into such error and any seeing another falling into a snare should speak out and be heard. Romans 16:17-
18 and many other verses apply - MARK AND AVOID THESE TEACHERS!

Psalm 19:27-29 “Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of
knowledge. An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the wicked devoureth
iniquity. Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back of fools.”

2 Peter 3:17-18 "Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

     Today we have a host of teachers while quoting a hodge-podge of this and some that are actually

http://www.wayoflife.org/files/5fbb8b205f28bcd33436db81fa384e86-590.html
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handling a witch’s brew to deceive those less discerning of scriptures! Be as the Bereans and question
if the things they say are so, and pray God gives you the wisdom to rightly divide the Word of God –
Keep your heart and mind fixed on following His truth not some ideas of man or our adversary the
Devil… and his consort!

“Acts 17:11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”

“1 John 1:20-21 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 21  I have
not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is
of the truth.”  

“The heart of neo-orthodox existential theology is that the Bible gives us a quarry out of which to
have religious experience, but that the Bible contains mistakes where it touches that which is
verifiable — namely history and science.  But unhappily we must say that in some circles this
concept now has come into some of that which is called evangelicalism.  In short, in these
circles the neo-orthodox existential theology is being taught under the name of evangelicalism.
Martin Luther said, “If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the
truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at the moment
attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ.  Where the
battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved and to be steady on all the battle front besides,
is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point.” - Holding to a strong view of Scripture or
not holding to it is the watershed of the evangelical world. The first direction in which we must
face is to say most lovingly but clearly: evangelicalism is not consistently evangelical unless there
is a line drawn between those who take a full view of Scripture and those who do not.” Francis A.
Schaeffer, The Great Evangelical Disaster, In Chapter 2 on “The New Neo Orthodoxy” 

Christian reading this, consider the variety of things being purported to being of God, or of Jesus Christ
that are nothing more then connotations (words made devoid of their Biblical origin) now propped up by
doctrines invented of men, telling us not even the Bible is a blueprint for living, creating a sort of “Jesus
Manifesto” - another Jesus not taught in the Bible. The church is under attack, the church that is which
holds to the propositional truths of scriptures. A time has come to name names of those who teach such
things and sadly the list is long and many are those who Christians hold dear as leaders today.

Biblical Discernment Ministries - 9/2011 - by John Beardsley
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In Typical Christian Na’vi Blue - The message comes
forth! 

"Epic Jesus: The Christ You Never Knew" – by Frank
Viola 9/4/11 

As reviewed by John Beardsley 9/7/11 
Frank Viola gives a presentation like no other I have ever heard from the Jacksonville, Fl “Momentum
Basics and Beyond” National House Church Conference this past September 2-4, 2011 with “Daily
Keynote Sessions from house church pioneers Neil Cole, Frank Viola, and Wolfgang Simson will
provid[ing] the latest information on the organic church movement.” (Momentum website media page)

 Little did I suspect I would be swept away on a trip to a garden and a “very special tree” called the tree
of life,  “…and that tree is pulsating and beating with a certain kind of life, it is the life of God Himself”
where he invited all humans to partake. But I will let Frank Viola tell it with his own incomparable
words:

 “And God creates a Garden and in the center of the garden He puts a very special tree it’s
called The Tree of Life and that tree is pulsating and beating with a certain kind of life, it is
the Life of God Himself, and He invites the apex of His creation, human beings to partake of
that life but tragedy strikes and the one who created the universe watches it fall and morph
into an enemy, even His own enemy.” (Frank Viola)

 Incomparable words I have never heard, much less from the Holy Scripture! The very foundation of the
Christian faith is trivialized to mere ‘tragedy’ where mankind falls into sin that leads us all to death, the
enemy was not a tree morphed but an adversary named Satan. And what is with the pulsating and beating
tree? Sounds somewhat like a scene straight out of the movie Avatar to me! With the previous
introduction into fantasy thinking of CS Lewis from Prince Caspian why not think that? So do I mock
Frank Viola, or did he mock God trying to woo and impress a crowd?  On so many levels what I heard
was disturbing, altering, mind blowing and foreign to anything in scriptures but wait that’s not all he
continues,

 “So God’s sets out to restore His good creation and He chooses a man and from that man he
chooses a people called by His name and the story Israel is the story of a God who wants to
get His creation back but Israel fails and the Lord does the unthinkable. He penetrates a
falling universe Himself. Time becomes pregnant in what Kierkegaard called the absolute
paradox breaks into the visible universe and the unchanging God becomes fully human and
pierces the veil of space time. Jesus is born in a humble village called Bethlehem...” (Frank
Viola)

Dominion Restoration theology at its roots! Quasi-Dominion Theologian Frank Viola would have us
believe we are to go back to the Garden of Eden for the new Kingdom. Together with other teachings on
the tree of life and theology from his book The Jesus Manifesto (together with Leonard Sweet) and
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Viola’s book such as From Eternity to Here – another Tree of Life, another God, another Jesus start to
come into focus. It is a hodge-podge, mumbo-jumbo of a little fantasy, a bit of old liberal theology, a
blend of mysticism and some totally wacky ideas born, I guess, in the mind of Frank Viola.

 Jumping to what I have shown previously from The Jesus Manifesto,

On page 130 clarifies “Receiving Christ is simply taking the first bite from the right tree.” Then
followed by numerous platitudes about how many churches simply teach to imitate Christ, act like
Christ, try to do good as the Gospel, (which even a babe in Christ knows is not the Gospel). The
Jesus Manifesto goes on to state what the Gospel is for a person, “Instead, he allows the life of God
to flow within and through him. He yields to the instincts, promptings, and energy of that God-
life.” The Jesus Manifesto sounds as if it is turning the salvation experience into some sort of
mystical experience “…receiving the uncreated life of God into oneself” and “…energy of that God-
life” but considering the authors are so steeped in the emergent teachings it is not a surprise to me.
Why not stick to scriptures? (Online Source)

But back to this message, you really do get something incomparable, and as epic as that horrid Avatar
film that also took a little of this and that culture into a fantasy movie that never should have seen the
light of day. This is only a short way into Viola’s message, I heard out the rest of the epic 54 minute
message and more thoughts that still make my head reel and any should Bible believing Christian,

 “A matchless throng that no man can number from every tribe, every race, every kindred
every tongue and God does something incredible – the throng turns into a whirlwind of
glorious light, as glorious as the face of God, and it begins to form, and out of it, out of this
whirlwind steps the most glorious woman, beyond the imagination of mortals, the bride
makes her entrance, the mystery of the ages the new Eve, and gold is poured into gold and
light into light, and the bride of the Lamb becomes the wife of God and the two shall become
one. For behold I show you a mystery the woman was taken out of the man and brought to
the man and the two become one flesh but I’m not speaking of Adam and Eve, I’m speaking
of Christ and the Church. And I just quoted Paul in Ephesians 5.“ (Frank Viola)

 This is what steroids does to eschatology I suppose… this is so far removed from the reality in the Bible
I cannot begin to cover it all here.

 Viola is saying plainly the throng (the church) turns into a beautiful woman - the wife of GOD?!
This is a blend of a little this, a little of that and a wild imagination reminiscent of those I have shown
Dominion Theologian Frank Viola to be associated in my humble opinion at this link: (Birds of the
Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto) There were many other items in the
message that he may have sounded right but if these two excerpts were stated in any Bible believing
church would have caused the cry – “that’s a LIE!” And ended the services calling into question the one
bringing such a horrific blasphemous message, and to those of you in attendance at the conference
someone should have pulled the plug on the PA system. AND where is the HOLY SPIRIT in that
Vision?! ABSENT!

 I guess Quasi-Dominion Theologian Frank Viola was a bit too much in the spirit (of some sort) when he
ended that quote above saying it was from Ephesians 5. Maybe he started in:

 Revelation 7:9 “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
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nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
with white robes, and palms in their hands;” but how he ever got to Ephesians 5 makes as much sense
as the vision or whatever it was he presented.

 Tying this altogether from The Way of The Organic Church: Part 2 this message fits hand in glove:

“A search where The Jesus Manifesto writers get this thinking one only needs to look at Frank
Viola’s book published a year earlier in 2009 From Eternity to Here regarding the “choice of two
trees” and it goes further by teaching:

 “It's worth noting that Paul never speaks of the "body of Christians." He always uses the phrase the
"body of Christ." For Paul, the body of Christ is a particular person. It's not a metaphor. Paul never
says the church is like His body. No, we are His body. Each member is the physical complement,
the extension, of the same person, Jesus Christ. And we happen to be the only body He has” (Frank
Viola, From Eternity to Here Page 266).

 If you did not catch what Viola was saying he continues:

“Paul's idea is not that the Head is somehow screwed onto the body. His idea is that Christ
embodies the church. The risen Christ is a living, inclusive, "more-than-individual" personality. The
church is a corporate entity that is made up of diverse individuals. It is a person, living in and
expressing Himself through His many members.

 Put another way, the church is the visible image of the invisible Lord. It is the corporate Christ. It
is Christ in collective human expression. To Paul's mind, the church in Corinth was none other than
Jesus Christ in the city of Corinth. Paul's apostolic ministry was built upon this very revelation.
And it comes screaming through all of his letters, including 1 Corinthians” (Frank Viola, From
Eternity to Here Page 267).

--- Note: these quotes from pages 266 and 267 while not identical are nearly the same as The Jesus
Manifesto pages 142- 143. (Online Source)

To build on that rather odd theology that physical extension, complement, corporate entity of diverse
individuals - is a woman and the wife of God connecting the dots of definitions given in at least two of
the other books quoted above. It is utter nonsense to what I read in scriptures!

      Some of what I said may seem harsh and mocking but that is not the intent, the intent is to get your
attention to the gravity and seriousness of what was said at this conference and to show how far removed
these teachers are behind the Organic Church. Perhaps you do not agree with everything said by me or
even Viola but you need to realize the implications are not about me, they are about you and your very
soul. God will not be mocked, and His word will not return unto Him void Isa 55:11, in spite of any
shortcoming I have and what I show to be false teachings, if even one verse of scripture goes out it has
the power to save. Not of me but of the God of the Bible.

 Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
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 Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper [in the thing] whereto I sent it.

 The Organic Church together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One January 2011
The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011

Appendix to Part 2: Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto
August 2011

The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of Men: Part Three   August 2011
 The Organic Church: House2House - and the NAR & Contemplative Way September 2011

Biblical Discernment Ministries - 9/2011 
by John Beardsley
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The Organic Church together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One
Matthew 12:33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for
the tree is known by [his] fruit.
 
            I come to you motivated as never before in my walk of 30 years with Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour to warn
fellow believers and anyone who will hear! I am witnessing dangerous precedents set with people close to me
deceived by the teachings of the “Organic Church” that is a part of the growing Emergent Church Movement. Before I
go further I wish to share a word of testimony from the past about a confrontation of some drunks with the Gospel
years ago. Normally, any Christian has better sense than to confront a drunk but this young man did, urged on by
fellow Christians to follow the prompting in his heart to confront the sins taking place near his home. As he was
about to speak he was threatened by one of the drunks. Already fearful and trembling the young Christian man spoke
out anyway and to his surprise the drunk did not strike him with his bottle but quietly listened. The point in spite of
threats, in spite of whatever fear he felt at that moment, he put his foot one step forward to be counted as obedient
to his Lord.
 
1 Cor 2:1-5 “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto
you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”
 
I feel like that young man today with what I am going to present in the hopes that it will steer some errant brothers
and sisters into sound Bible believing churches. One article will be insufficient to show everything I am researching so
the following article is the first in a series. To fellow-believers working as true Bereans, I welcome your insights into
this as well.
 
Now one step forward I go!

Are Paradigms Changing or Are We?
            Today we are hearing about new and old paradigms (simply put accepted practices of what the old church is
according to scriptures to the new practices of the contemporary church often called “emergent or organic”). Here is
a very quick overview of these practices:
 

The Old Paradigm

            The practices of the “old” church are of a Biblicist (of the Bible) position to the extent possible leaning 100%
on scriptures for definition – often referred to as ‘Sola Scriptura.’ The old practices are based on what the Bible
teaches for what a church should be today. Please note in what follows when those of the Organic Church say we are
a part of the “Institutional Church” (IC) it is not meant as an endearing term but a negative connotation to replace the
“organized local church” as taught in scriptures. The person(s) within the Organic Church who coined this is not
known but is a negative label for churches across denominations.
 

The New Paradigm

            The “new” practices for church rely on a variety of sources Biblical and extra-Biblical, crossing denominational
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lines and even to other religions or cults (Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses and others). The idea is that everyone has
something to bring to the table in the way of truth. – I would call this the ultimate goal of pragmatism (the ends
justify the means) claiming that if something is “true” it is God’s truth we have seen it before.
 

The New Paradigm as stated by Frank Viola

Frank Viola said in Rethinking The Wineskin (1998) and later revised in Reimagining Church quoted here:

"To borrow a term from scientific philosopher Thomas Kuhn, we need a "paradigm shift" regarding the
church before we can properly rebuild it. That is, we need a new worldview regarding the meaning of the
body of Christ. A new model for understanding the ekklesia. A new framework for thinking about the
church. Of course, the “new paradigm” that I’m speaking of is not new at all. It’s the paradigm that
undergirds the entire New Testament.”  (Reimagining Church p272, 2008) Emphasis bold and underlined
mine.

 
Let's see who has their paradigm right, I believe Viola said what he is doing accurately the first time and is presenting
another way to bridge the chasm without a Biblical foundation. I will let the evidence speak for itself throughout the
series to address this foundational issue. In the article, on Herescope, Shifting the Emergent Paradigm paints the
picture I am seeing used of Frank Viola and those of the Leadership Network:
 

Shifting the Emergent Paradigm 
Continuing from yesterday's post, this is part two of a critique of selected excerpts from a 2001 era report by
Brad Smith, President of Leadership Network entitled "What's Next with Terra Nova Project: The Emergence of
Terra Nova." The next section of the Smith report is subtitled, "Three Types of Innovators and Paradigm
Changes." This section represents a classic example of psycho-social and marketing methodologies. Smith
begins by describing a "whole scale change in paradigms" and the "three types of innovators" that will help to
shift a paradigm (worldview). In the case of Leadership Network, as Herescope reported yesterday, the paradigm
that had to be shifted was theological, moving evangelicalism into post-modernism. Smith lists 3 type of
paradigm-shifters, or "innovators" --

ADAPTERS: "The Adapters…who innovate by adjusting and honing what exists while taking into account
new realities."

REVOLUTIONARIES: "The Revolutionaries…who innovate by critiquing the flaws of the old ways. They
dismantle complacency in the old and make people aware of foolish assumptions that have previously been
taken for granted. Much of what Revolutionaries create is a polar opposite of what preceded them."

GROUNDBREAKERS: "The Groundbreakers…who emerge after the war is underway between the old and
the new. Often, they naively accept the new assumptions without understanding the necessity or background of
the previous war. Utilizing forms from both the old and the new, Groundbreakers have the freedom to create
truly new things built on totally new assumptions."

How to Shift the Paradigm
The philosophy of the paradigm shift is quite significant. The concept originated with Thomas Kuhn in his 1962
book The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (University of Chicago Press). Kuhn, a scientist in academia, broke
ground by applying Hegelian dialectics and existential thought to the field of science. He proposed that science
itself is evolving and has no absolutes. Kuhn described science as a series of rocky shifts throughout history,
created by a crisis when the old scientific model encounters new information that doesn't fit. When enough new
information is accumulated, a "revolution" would occur and a new scientific paradigm would emerge; e.g.
Newtonian science gave way to Einstein's theories.

http://herescope.blogspot.com/2006/01/shifting-emergent-paradigm.html
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Kuhn paralleled scientific revolution to political revolution, and noted that in "both political and scientific
development the sense of malfunction that can lead to crisis is a prerequisite to revolution" (p. 91). In other
words, it is necessary to create a crisis first before the paradigm can be shifted. Kuhn then makes the remarkable
statement that the use of force may be necessary to shift to the new paradigm: ". . . the parties to a revolutionary
conflict must finally resort to the techniques of mass persuasion often including force" (p. 92) .

Kuhn speaks about this paradigm shift in terms of a religious conversion. First, he remarks that a "mental
transformation" is insufficient. "Rather we must look for indirect and behavioral evidence that the scientist with
a new paradigm sees differently from the way he had seen before" (p. 114) .This statement, emphasizing an
actual behavioral shift, hearkens back to explanations given in yesterday's Herescope post concerning "authentic"
behavioral change. Kuhn advised that before a group can communicate fully, they must "experience the
conversion that we have been calling a paradigm" (p. 149). This conversion is seen as a "transfer of allegiance"
from one paradigm to another (p. 150).

New Agers and socio-political transformers took Kuhn's ideas to heart and applied it to the planned emergence
of a new global mystical and political structure. Marilyn Ferguson cited Kuhn's ideas as significant, for example,
in her 1980 book The Aquarian Conspiracy, which launched the New Age movement into the popular culture. It
is therefore, of relevance to note Brad Smith's choice of language to describe the purpose of creating this
emergent youth culture -- to propel forward a paradigm shift in evangelicalism. ...

The 3 Innovators
Brad Smith of Leadership Network deviated from his discussion about the three types of paradigm-shifters for
an historical interlude. His report expounds on the topic of "Understanding Tectonic Change from a Historical
Example." "Tectonic Change" is, of course, another term for 'paradigm shift.' Smith explained the philosophy
undergirding this change:

"The German philosopher, Hegel, described this adaptation-revolution-groundbreaking model as a process of
thesis, anti-thesis, and eventual synthesis. Many historians, sociologists and other ‘world-view’ experts are
declaring that the Western world is currently experiencing a 'postmodern' anti-thesis to a two-century reign of
the thesis of modernism. . .

Smith then explained more about these three "Innovators in the Church" and "Why all three types are important."
The following description is a peek into the inner world of Leadership Network and how it has positioned itself
as a premier change agent organization. As you read the excerpts below, keep in mind that what was really being
discussed was the abandonment of orthodox doctrine. We know this because it has been five years since Brad
first issued this report. The Emergent Church has now risen and provocatively positioned itself as THE
NEW PARADIGM. The "old paradigm" is traditional orthodoxy. The "new paradigm" is post-modern
mysticism:

ADAPTERS: "In the church world, the strength of the Adapters is that they continue to minister well to the
people whom God has given them. They adapt and bring people along. They innovate well within the
boundaries of old assumptions and eventually allow the new realities to bypass them. Adaptors do not abandon
effective present ministry just because a new paradigm has emerged, but they will move toward it as quickly as
they can without abandoning their people. A few may even know they are trading long-term effectiveness for
faithfulness to a present calling."

REVOLUTIONARIES: "The strength of the Revolutionaries is that they clearly see the new reality and send
out a clarion call for change. They point out the dangers of old wineskins and do not shy away from the pain of
a tectonic shift. While they critique the old with crystal clarity, they express the vision of the new with obscure
idealism. To use a biblical metaphor, Revolutionaries are the Davids, the career soldiers who carve out the
new land and gather the resources, but may not be allowed to build the new temple. Sometimes, they are so
focused on what is wrong with the old, they do not have the freedom to create the new. "
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GROUNDBREAKERS: "Groundbreakers emerge on the scene and see a new, clean canvas unencumbered by
old assumptions or even anti-assumptions. They have the freedom to create new expressions in a clean space
carved out by the war between the old and the new. Groundbreakers are not necessarily better that the other two
types of innovators, but perhaps, like Solomon, they show up on the earth at an opportune time. Having seen
the shortcomings of traditionalism and idealism in their predecessors, Groundbreakers move toward
practicality." [All emphases in above quotations are added]

The Truth:
Young pastors reading the material quoted above are supposed to feel ineffective, inept, incompetent and out of
touch. They may feel like dismal failures. This use of language is very slick. In contrast, the three change agent
roles were created for new pastors and young leaders who were willing to step outside the boundaries of Gospel
Truth. They would be applauded and rewarded when they became facilitators for the emergent paradigm shift.

Young pastors, do not be discouraged nor dismayed! Flee back to the Word of God and cling to it with all of
your might. For in these Scriptures you will find comfort in these last days of trouble, and you will receive
strength to stand and stamina to endure the trials.(Online Source) 

The Paradigm Presented in Scriptures

            These practices I just mentioned sound clear enough you would think the average Christian could separate the
truth from the lies (discerning as the Bereans Acts 17:11). However, using the cliché of “not being able to see the
forest because of the trees” sums up how most Christians live and go on day to day whether in the old or new
churches. The old and new paradigms are incompatible like day to night. To clarify further, Dr. Francis Schaeffer once
said, “The snow lies along that watershed, unbroken, as a seeming unity.  But when it melts, where it ends in its
destinations is literally a thousand miles apart. That is a watershed. That is what a watershed is. A watershed divides.”
– That divide is growing today but both sides argue they are on the right side of the growing chasm. Dr. Schaeffer
continued, “Within evangelicalism there are a growing number who are modifying their views on the inerrancy of the
Bible so that the full authority of Scripture is completely undercut. But it is happening in very subtle ways.”
 
Dr. Schaeffer’s words are just as applicable today!
 

The Background of the Organic Church and New Paradigm

            The teachers of the Emergent and Organic Church would take you through twists and turns in an attempt to
persuade as many as possible that the old practices and traditions of churches are mostly rooted in pagan teachings
from centuries ago. One book that exploits weak Christians is the book by Frank Viola and George Barna called Pagan
Christianity – relying heavily on secular history to prove many of its points. Furthermore, Pagan Christianity levels
some valid criticisms against churches as it throws most denominations into one basket. I see it as a means to an end
- Please hold this thought as you read on!
 
George Barna, Frank Viola and other reformers are teaching they are bringing the church back to its historic Biblical
roots. So where did the “organic” in the Organic Church come from? Frank Viola is often credited with the term
Organic Church (though he points to T. Austin Sparks as the one who first coined it) Viola stated he has used it since
1993.
 

“When T. Austin Sparks employed the word organic to refer to church, he was not speaking of a system, a
method, a technique, or even a movement. Instead, he was speaking of the particular expression a church
takes when she is living according to her God-given nature as a living organism” (Frank Viola in “Why Organic
Church Is Not Exactly a Movement” Christianity Today 1/10)

http://herescope.blogspot.com/2006/01/shifting-emergent-paradigm.html
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Viola continues to give the history that compares the Organic Church to those of the ‘60s, early ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s
(the cell/home based churches). While Viola defends the Organic Church is not a movement, the equation he presents
shows it is a movement. He splits hairs referring to this as a living organism (per T. Austin Sparks.) After reading a fair
amount of his material, he and others like him believe it to be a movement of God! How many books of Viola and
friends is necessary to prove the point? For starters: Reimagining Church, Finding Organic Church, So You Want to
Start a House Church?: First-Century Styled Church Planting For Today, Pagan Christianity and more recently the Jesus
Manifesto, which I will discuss further in Part 2.
 
A good friend and sister in Christ covered much of the cell/home church movement in the past. Sarah Leslie said this
in 1999,
 

“Before proceeding, it is important to point out that the cell church movement has always been extra-
denominational, i.e. it has proliferated both within and without established denominations. Some have
charged that it has been a chief vehicle for the cross-pollination of doctrinal ideas. Others have charged that it
has wreaked havoc with established orthodoxies based upon traditional doctrines, and has served as a vehicle
to dismantle denominations. Indeed, much of the cell church literature is very derogatory towards
denominations and traditions. There is some evidence that suggests that this is purposeful, with the intention
of bringing down denominational barriers in order to erect a new church structure, global in scope, yet local in
oversight.” (Sarah Leslie, 1999 in Research Notes - Analyzing The "Cell Church" Model)

 
So is the Organic – Home – Cell Church Movement something new or just something repackaged?
 

Organic Meets Emergent Church

            In June 2010 a much publicized book in the Organic & Emergent circle was released, the Jesus Manifesto by
Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet. Leonard Sweet is a well-known Emergent Church Leader also known by some as a
New Ager (in spite of his denials but his own words contradict him). I saw a number of individuals endorsing the book
without reading it, lauding it as a much needed tool for the church. Like “birds of the feather,” the endorsements of
the Jesus Manifesto reads like a who’s who of the Emergent Movement with direct ties to the New Apostolic
Reformation “…where apostles and prophets are rising up to take control of the Church and to build and usher in the
Kingdom of God.” Of course you will not read about these backgrounds and affiliations unless you research the names
endorsing it. Why? The short story, they want your focus on the new paradigm (practices) for the “new church” as
they define them and to abandon the old IC “institutional church.” I must question these men who say and do these
things drawing on a plethora of extra-Biblical and often non-Christian sources. The books of these men are full of
them!
 
Who are these people favorably quoted in the Jesus Manifesto? Here are several:
John Henry Newman – An Anglican who converted to Roman Catholicism   
Sören Kierkegaard – Mystic leading into Secular & Religious Existentialism
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (BDM Link)  – While a hero against the Nazi’s, NOT a Biblical Christian
Meister Eckhart – Mystic whose writings looked to by both Emergent and Organic teachers
Timothy Radcliffe - a Roman Catholic priest who has an entire book devoted to Meister Eckhart just mentioned
(Gilbert Keith) G.K. Chesterton – Roman Catholic theologian and apologist - known as a "Common Sense Apostle &
Cigar Smoking Mystic" by those who liked him

http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/cellcurch.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/files/5fbb8b205f28bcd33436db81fa384e86-590.html
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/vine/vineyard.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/vine/vineyard.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/bonhoeffer/general.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/bonhoeffer/general.htm
http://apprising.org/2010/06/01/leonard-sweet-frank-viola-and-mystic-meister-eckhart/
http://apprising.org/2010/06/01/leonard-sweet-frank-viola-and-mystic-meister-eckhart/
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Reinhold Niebuhr (Wikipedia link) – Known for helping to shape liberal Protestant / Neo-orthodox theology in the
1940s and 50s and holding to the effect that “…secular idealism can speak the Word of God to us better than the
Bible,” in answer Niebuhr’s views by Dr. Francis Schaeffer.
 
They treat these men as if they are bringing something new to the table that we have been missing in scriptures –
but they are the liberal theologians of the past that have been creeping into the churches in a new garment of wool
for more than a century!
 
These new “apostles” Viola, Sweet and others are attempting to redefine the leadership within local churches as we
know it – according to these men we have had it wrong for some 1900 years and that it is time for reformation or
more recently referred to as revolutionary thought. They would have you believe it is extra-biblical to give to any
“institutional church” as if we worship the building or that it is wrong to support our pastors and missionaries. While
they refer to their brethren in the local churches and encourage their disciples not to tear down the organized
churches the teachings coming out of the organic churches is an attack of the foundation of the local church! The
‘real’ Apostle Paul knew their type all too well when he said, 2 Cor. 11:8 “I robbed other churches, taking wages [of
them], to do you service.” – The Apostle Paul confronted these false apostles mocking them for their lies!
 

Who are these teachers?  What is their background?

            Who are these teachers?  What is their background? What fruit do they bear to show they are sent by God to
be our experts to reform the churches? Which side of the watershed are they on? Here are only a few links (of many)
to reveal the fruit tying them with the Emergent Church Movement, a variety of heresies, liberal theology and ties to
the New Age. Although these men may attempt to distance themselves and downplay accusations of heresy their
continued use of aberrant teachings show them not to be trustworthy!
 
The Other Side of Emergent: The New Apostolic Reformation Emergence Christianity: Quantum Shift To Pantheism

Beware of Leonard Sweet: Master of Doublespeak Frank Viola And The Merry Monk

Emergent Metaphysics - Part 6: From Cosmos, To Chaos, To Consciousness (Speaks
to the Jesus Manifesto)

Frank Viola And Corrupt Contemplative
Spirituality/Mysticism

Leonard Sweet, Frank Viola, and The Third Way *Update* Frank Viola Practices Corrupt
Contemplative/Centering Prayer?

Leonard Sweet On The Gospel Giving Leonard Sweet A Nudge

 

The Shack --- as Litmus test for the Organic and Emergent Church Leaders

            If this is not enough to persuade you of the dangers of listening to these teachers/apostles besides all of their
other extra-biblical quotes, the open endorsement, praise and use of the book called The Shack may grab your
attention. If you have read The Shack comparing it to most orthodox Christian teachings the author shows himself to
be a person disenchanted with Christianity and the Bible. He lashes out at most fundamental truths held sacred by
those holding the old paradigm (Biblicist view). Here are just a few examples:
 
The Shack’s version of the Trinity:
Pages 82-84 with a variety of ethnic descriptions as well as two of the three being female, “…a large African-
American woman…” Papa God the Father. “…a small distinctively Asian woman…virtually transparent and hard to
see…” Sarayu as the Holy Spirit. A man “…appeared Middle Eastern and dressed like a laborer complete with tool belt
and gloves...”Jesus as a carpenter. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reinhold_Niebuhr
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/010/discernment/7-sweet-apostolic-emergent.htm
http://apprising.org/2009/07/24/emergence-christianity-quantum-shift-to-panentheism/
http://www.wayoflife.org/files/5fbb8b205f28bcd33436db81fa384e86-590.html
http://apprising.org/2010/05/31/frank-viola-and-the-merry-monk/
http://herescope.blogspot.com/search?q=confluence
http://herescope.blogspot.com/search?q=confluence
http://herescope.blogspot.com/search?q=confluence
http://herescope.blogspot.com/search?q=confluence
http://apprising.org/2010/06/07/frank-viola-and-corrupt-contemplative-spiritualitymysticism/
http://apprising.org/2010/06/07/frank-viola-and-corrupt-contemplative-spiritualitymysticism/
http://apprising.org/2010/06/08/leonard-sweet-frank-viola-and-the-third-way/
http://apprising.org/2010/06/06/frank-viola-practices-corrupt-contemplativecentering-prayer/
http://apprising.org/2010/06/06/frank-viola-practices-corrupt-contemplativecentering-prayer/
http://apprising.org/2010/05/27/leonard-sweet-on-the-gospel/
http://apprising.org/2010/09/13/giving-leonard-sweet-a-nudge/
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The Shack’s version of the Holy Spirit:
Page 171 Sophia is named and defined as, “...a personification of Papa’s wisdom,” and “She’s part of the mystery
surrounding of Sarayu.” The conversation between Mack and Jesus concerning Sophia is as follows with a few
inconsequential details left out (such as Mack stopping to tie his shoes): Mack asks if she is God too, making four of
them. Jesus says no, there are only three of us. “Sophia is a personification of God’s wisdom.” Mack says, “Oh, like in
Proverbs, where wisdom is pictured as a woman calling out in the streets, trying to find anyone who’ll listen to her?”
Jesus: “That’s her.” Mack: “But…she seemed so real.” Jesus: “Oh, she’s quite real.” “She’s part of the mystery
surrounding of Sarayu.”
 
The Shack’s powerless God that cannot take away pain:
Page 92 Papa is telling Mack, “Honey, there’s no easy answer that will take your pain away. Believe me, if I had one,
I’d use it now. I have no magic wand to wave over you and make it all better. Life takes a bit of time and a lot of
relationship.”
 
The nature of The Shack’s God:
Page 112, teaching pantheism, "God, who is the ground of all being, dwells in, around, and through all things....”
 
These are not isolated quotes from The Shack! Please read the following on our site:
 
Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth Exposes the Truth about The Shack
 
The Shack can be used as a sort of spiritual litmus (fruit) test, whether a person is not saved, ignorant or an
apostate person claiming the name of our Lord Jesus. The Shack plainly teaches of another God, Holy Spirit and
Jesus! Both Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet endorse, praise and/or use The Shack in their writings, speech, or blogs
along with their partners in the Emergent Church movement:  

Frank Viola said, “All told: I will shamelessly throw my hat in the ring with those who are giving
unqualified praise for The Shack. I believe that this book will make history in more ways than one. And as
I’ve told Paul myself, I can’t wait until it trumps “The Purpose Driven Life.” At the present rate the book
is selling, it won’t be too long for that to happen. Thank you, Paul Young, for writing this monumental
work. The Kingdom of God is better off for it. ” Source was now dead link:
http://frankviola.wordpress.com/2008/07/28/short-book-review-of-the-shack-by-william-p-young/

 
In his 2009 book So Beautiful, Leonard Sweet underscores his quantum “relational worldview” by favorably quoting
from William Young’s The Shack regarding relationship.
 
Leonard Sweet, So Beautiful (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2009), p. 279, #118. Source:
http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/blog/?tag=leonard-sweet
 
They promote a form of theosophy, meaning we can get God’s truth from any religion (everyone has something to
bring to the table) – that would explain their use of Reinhold Niebuhr (referenced above) in the Jesus Manifesto. This
is in addition to the overabundance of books being sold making merchandise of ignorant (unlearned) or apostate
believers. The Bible warns us of men like this, 2 Peter 2:3 “And through covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”

http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/blog/?tag=leonard-sweet
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In my readings, I see them claiming the name of Christ as Savior and His Supremacy but in the other hand denying a
Biblicist view in promoting the a new paradigm. Second, an eager willingness to use non-Biblical resources and at the
same time condemn many in the local churches similar practices with their traditions. 
 

One Christian’s Perspective

            Another perspective coming into focus is the exodus of many from churches both (church and members)
weakened by a host of other false teachings and programs that have been brought in supplanting good preaching of
the Word. These programs have left many confused, disenchanted and embittered ready to leave and join their new
way (paradigm). Our site has been warning of the dangers of many programs for better than 13 years now and we
believe we are starting to see the real fruit of them!
 
If you take Viola and Sweet at the words of their books they point you to House Church resources and even offering
help to pastors abandoning or considering to abandon their God called positions! They allege to have found the right
way to have church with little organization, little structure, and loose doctrine. In their “church” everyone is equal no
matter your gifting.
 
The Organic Church is a part of the Emergent Church movement – they are in bed together co-authoring books,
making appearances together and so on with those of the Emergent Church Movement. Part 2 and Part 3 will make
the case. Their books act as an introduction into a variety of false teachings (linked in this article) again with direct
ties to the New Apostolic Reformation. The open praise and endorsement of The Shack shows they stand together
attacking what any Bible believing Christian holds to be true. Then use a few legitimate criticisms in their books about
what is wrong with the churches today they use this to ingratiate (suck up) to those who see these problems in their
churches. – For almost every church problem they appear to have an answer! Viola and Sweet both will quote big
names from history (Christian and non-Christian alike) to support whatever “fix” they propose but in what I see as a
strategy to undermine the authority of the local church. One example, Charles Haddon Spurgeon whom they quote at
least once in a positive light in the Jesus Manifesto I believe would quickly repudiate the use of his name in any
positive association with that book!
 
I sense an arrogant attitude in their writing and have experienced it firsthand from some of their disciples. Some
friends, who have dealt with this movement, have compared this to a cult-like mentality and I concur!
 

This is Spiritual Warfare at the Frontlines

            As this TRULY relates to spiritual warfare for the Bible Believing Christian – Rom. 16:17-18
To any Christian wavering on this topic, do you consider yourself spirit filled? Or “…tossed to and fro…” Eph. 4:14, 1
Cor. 3:1-2. Do you study your Bible? Acts 17:11, 2 Tim. 3:15. Are you a soldier for Christ as the Bible defines one? 2
Cor. 10:4-5, Eph. 6:13, (not like those of the Dominionist thinking of forcibly taking the world or the church).
 
Consider these words from my father-in-law who was a missionary to the Lakota and Navajo Indians in days gone by,
“It is not enough to remain on the defensive, for if we elect to do so, we will, by attrition fall behind. No successful
military commander ever prevailed in the long run by merely maintaining defensive emplacements.” (Missionary
Warren Williams in his unpublished booklet warning about the New Age Movement and others involved with the
Latter Rain Movement and Manifest Sons of God) – Comparable to the New Apostolic Reformation mentioned earlier.

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/vine/vineyard.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/cor/
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This Organic Church Movement has made more than a proverbial line in the sand. History provides a perspective
during the World War Two French defense ‘Maginot Line.’ Without an offense, it allowed Germany to flank them (run
around) their defense position.  – However for the faithful praying saints who know the scripture, you know the
enemy cannot flank the God of the Bible with fine sounding words and eloquent speech! While weaker brothers and
sisters are falling into this apostasy with the Organic, Emergent Church Movements what we are witnessing are battle
lines being redrawn with a Satanic stronghold being established as never seen before within some Church walls! 
 
Dr. Schaeffer nailed it when showing these things as watershed events, you may not see that dividing line in the
snow today but eventually they are thousands of miles apart!
 
The Bible told us how to recognize them and judge by the fruit. 2 Cor. 11:13 “For such [are] false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.” The ‘Jesus’ being preached by these apostles IS
ANOTHER JESUS, who permits, tolerates and even embraces false teachings as God’s truth. Doctrine (Biblical teaching)
is downplayed labeling us as Pharisee or being a jaded fundamentalist when we quote scriptures in opposition to
expose their false teachings! This sort of circular reasoning is common in the cults to justify and rationalize their
positions and marginalize us.
 
My warning to those of the old Biblicist paradigm (that I count myself a part) - beware of the organic and emergent
teachings the same as you would the cults! The truth does not fear examination be as the Bereans Acts 17:11 and see
who is presenting the truth and who is lying!
 

Closing Part 1- A Battle Cry!

            Christian, this is a battle cry! Ephesians 6:12-18 gives us our directions and although much of our armor is
defensive there is an offensive weapon listed. The sword of the spirit, the Word of God, it was never meant to be kept
in the sheath or to be used just to protect ourselves. Any defensive armor will eventually break down if the enemy is
allowed to beat upon it without pause or opposition. We, as Christian warriors must grasp our swords and go on the
offensive as in 2 Cor. 10:3-5 with the Sword of the Spirit. With the armor we have, the faithful Christian has nothing to
fear, for the war was won at Calvary. Battles are coming to be fought but the Word of God tells us clearly that the
final victory is His. One day we will share in the rejoicing when the enemy and his troops are confined to their POW
compound for eternity. (Missionary Warren Williams in his unpublished booklet warning about the New Age
Movement)
 
My father-in-law was a man ahead of his time not realizing fully what a threat he saw with these people when he,
likened them [the New Agers] “to a large fishnet. It is a loose network of individual knots and strings, having no
central point, headquarters, clearly defined leader, (in the human sense), or chain of command. As with a fishnet, each
segment is self-sufficient. A knot within a fishnet can be cut, but the overall integrity of the net is not affected.” The
same can be said of the Emergent Church and Organic Church types based on the evidence here and in their books
showing they are nothing more than closet New Agers (false teachers) in their doctrine at best or the wolves in
sheep’s clothing the real apostles warned us about!
 

End of Part 1
 The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011

Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto August 2011
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The Way of The Organic Church: Part 2
By John Beardsley - March 3, 2011

 

1Ki 18:21 "And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD [be]
God, follow him: but if Baal, [then] follow him. And the people answered him not a word."

     One of the mantras of the neo-evangelical is “All truth is God’s truth” versus the Biblicist Five Solas. The Biblicist
would state God’s truth is the ‘true’ truth only found in scriptures - Sola Scriptura. The term of “true truth” was a
phrase presented in the past by the late Dr. Francis Schaeffer. Dr. Schaeffer warned years ago about the compromise
we are witnessing today:

"Here is the great evangelical disaster - the failure of the evangelical world to stand for truth as truth. There is only
one word for this - namely accommodation: the evangelical church has accommodated to the world spirit of the age.
First, there has been accommodation on Scripture, so that many who call themselves evangelicals hold a weakened
view of the Bible and no longer affirm the truth of all the Bible teaches - truth not only in religious matters but in the
areas of science and history and morality. As part of this, many evangelicals are now accepting the higher critical
methods in the study of the Bible. Remember, it was these same methods which destroyed the authority of the Bible
for the Protestant church in Germany in the last century, and which have destroyed the Bible for the liberal in our
own country from the beginning of this century. And second, there has been accommodation on the issues, with no
clear stand being taken even on matters of life and death" (37). Francis Schaeffer, The Great Evangelical Disaster

I believe it is no coincidence these men lean so heavily on the liberal theologians (as covered in Part 1) and what is
often referred to as post-modernism for the church or known as the Emerging/Emergent Church teachings. As you
read you may experience what feels like a mountainous road with new doctrines going on pretty steep inclines and
declines (mixing of liberal theology and mysticism), a number of twists and turns (confusing ideas to make it exciting),
plus a bit of rebellious thrill seeking off-road – to places far outside the bounds of sound Biblical teachings.  I do my
best to keep what the authors present in context with a number of quotes with implications that go well beyond the
issue of accommodation to matters of life and death as it relates to knowing Christ as Saviour.

The Tree of Life (as defined by the New Paradigm/Organic View)
 
     Two of the Organic Church leaders present a rather unique view of scriptures opposing the Biblicist paradigm.  Of
their numerous books, The Jesus Manifesto published in 2010 drives this point home. I enter into evidence the
following quotations from The Jesus Manifesto by Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet and From Eternity to Here by Frank
Viola that was published in 2009, a year before The Jesus Manifesto. The wild ride ahead provides a number of
insights so please strap in and read through each section to understand what they state or imply:

a.      The Jesus Manifesto states we (mankind) have a choice of two trees for salvation: one is the tree of self-
determination that we can decide what is right or wrong. The second is, “The tree of life was God’s own life
made accessible to human beings. Today, the tree of life is the Lord Jesus Christ” (p. 129).  

Yes, we indeed must surrender to God, repenting of all of our self-will and SIN – I do not see sin addressed in a
Biblical way here. Sin is reduced to self-will and self-determination that we can be like God falling for the serpent’s
promise.

The Choice of Two Trees in chapter 8 pages 129 -131 continue:

b.       The trees as defined by The Jesus Manifesto page 129 states that “…the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil can be understood by the serpent’s promise…” that we can decide for ourselves what is good and
evil. Then proceeds, “Eating from the tree of life meant receiving the uncreated life of God into oneself. The
tree of life was God’s own life made accessible to human beings. Today, the tree of life is the Lord Jesus
Christ.”

 On the surface the quote above almost sounds like the Biblical position but The Jesus Manifesto continues,

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/neoe.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Evangelical-Disaster-Francis-Schaeffer/dp/0891073086
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c.       The Jesus Manifesto on page 130 clarifies “Receiving Christ is simply taking the first bite from the right
tree.” Then followed by numerous platitudes about how many churches simply teach to imitate Christ, act like
Christ, try to do good as the Gospel, (which even a babe in Christ knows is not the Gospel). The Jesus
Manifesto states what the Gospel is for a person, “Instead, he allows the life of God to flow within and
through him. He yields to the instincts, promptings, and energy of that God-life.”

The Jesus Manifesto sounds as if it is turning the salvation experience into some sort of mystical experience “…
receiving the uncreated life of God into oneself” and “…energy of that God-life” but considering the authors are so
steeped in the emergent teachings it is not a surprise to me. Why not stick to scriptures?

The Jesus Manifesto attempts to build a case by stating those who CHOOSE to intellectually discern good from evil
and try to do good is the same as following the serpent’s lie that we are not living by the life of God and must go to
the tree of life as they define it: 

d.       “1. The choice to intellectually know good from evil and to try to do good = the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. [or] 2. Living by the life of God, which is goodness itself = the tree of life” Page 130.

This is preceded by a rather odd remark, “You see, “good” is a form of life. And only God is good.” Where will you
read in scripture, “good is a form of life?” – Still looking into the source of that idea perhaps Aristotle but certainly
not from God’s word!

 You may want to stop and argue that only the spiritual man/woman can understand spiritual things of God, I am not
debating that point (1 Co 2:10-16). The Jesus Manifesto juxtaposes the scriptures saying, “Mark it down: the
knowledge of good is the accepted counterfeit to living by life (p130). The next line states:  

e.      "The Christian religion18 is built on the tree of the knowledge of good and evil."  The footnote #18 in the
back of The Jesus Manifesto defines the word religion in this statement as, "We are not defining "religion" the
way the apostle James did in James 1. There the word religion means "worship." We are instead using the
word to mean a system of human thought, belief, and practice that typically involves a higher power." They
state at this level we can compare the Christian religion to other religions of the world and how we may
believe we have God under control through our knowledge of religion.  

The problem with that thinking is anyone presenting a doctrinal teaching does not fit The Jesus Manifesto definition,
James 1:27 states, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, [and] to keep himself unspotted from the world.”  

Keeping the verse from the Apostle James in context together with the quotes above a – e, The Jesus Manifesto’s
answer is:

f.        The Jesus Manifesto page 131, “The Christian religion teaches that the Bible answers virtually every
question that’s brought to the sacred text. The problem with this line of thought is that the true God cannot
fit into anyone’s box.”

Here The Jesus Manifesto breaks away from scripture and begins to reveal what they are saying. Christians would
agree the Bible is God’s Word but these men teach the Bible PLUS new revelations, support liberal theology, the use
of psychology (Viola is a psychologist) and a heavy leaning on mystical teachings of the Emergent Church. The Jesus
Manifesto is really just old Modernistic poison in a new sugar coat! J. Gresham Machen, in What is Faith? states,
“The retrograde, anti-intellectual (sic) movement, called Modernism, a movement which really degrades the intellect
by excluding it from the sphere of religion, will be overcome, and thinking will again come to its rights” (p. 18). The
Bible is God’s box?! - If the Bible is a box not even the visible contents of the known universe begin to reveal all is
contained therein! 

g.      The Jesus Manifesto continues, “Yet many Christians have turned the Bible into a form of the knowledge of
good and evil. They approach the Bible as raw material by which they can gain control over their lives…” The
Jesus Manifesto goes on to say, “This is a profoundly grievous misuse of the Bible.”

Yes, the Bible does reveal to us the knowledge of good and evil. However, connected with The Jesus Manifesto
definition it would make the use of scripture to judge anything a sin against God! It is the Bible that establishes our
understanding of God, consider the following Bible verses as examples:
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1 Jo 2:27 “But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you:
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye
shall abide in him.”

2 Ti 2:15 "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.”

Ps 12:6 “The words of the LORD [are] pure words: [as] silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.”

Ps 119:128 “Therefore I esteem all [thy] precepts [concerning] all [things to be] right; [and] I hate every false way.”

Ps 119:140 “Thy word [is] very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.”

The Jesus Manifesto teaches what I call ‘a facsimile of Christianity’ by neglect of the Bible, doctrine and
judging/discerning according to the Bible. The Bible is the Word of God. If you approach the Bible with the correct
premise we are not eating from the Tree of Life, but we are part of the Vine:

John 15:1-8 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean
through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me,
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”

Our doctrine must be established by the Bible, there is no other trustworthy measure! There are more than 50
references in scripture concerning doctrine and living according to it as part of the Vine:

Titus 2:7-8 “In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine [shewing] uncorruptness, gravity,
sincerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no
evil thing to say of you.”

The Jesus Manifesto next goes off road taking one curve too many:

h.       The Jesus Manifesto, Page 131 "Jesus didn't misuse the Scriptures to gain control and predictability in His
own life. To Him, the Scriptures were simply the joystick on the Father's controller. They were the instrument
through which He got to know His Father better and to discover how to live out His mission." (Bold
emphasis mine)

 Did Jesus the Son of God have to “…discover how to live out His mission”!? There is no basis for such a thing in
scripture!

 Further connecting the dots to the quotes above, The Jesus Manifesto states:

i.        Page 137, “The Bible does not offer a plan or a blueprint for living”
j.        Page 138, “The Bible does not hit just one note for sixty-six books. It speaks anew to every age. It should
be read in the light of new information and fresh discoveries.” [New revelations for today read previous
quotations]
k.       Page 139, It [the Bible] must also be understood in community, not as an individual. Both Testaments were
written to communities and can only be rightly understood within that same context.” – Stating that only a
few of the books were written to individuals.
l.        Page 142, “The authentic Christian life, therefore, is not an individual pursuit. It’s a corporate journey. For
all of today’s talk of “community,” what matters in life is still primarily played out in a “Youniverse” of inward,
self-certifying scrutiny and the privacy of subjective illumination, not dimensions of biblical tradition and
community.”

One word I personally use to describe The Jesus Manifesto is, sophistry, defined as “reasoning that is superficially
plausible but actually fallacious [his masterful but irresponsible sophistry]” (Merriam-Webster Unabridged, 2002).
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Who Jesus Christ is According to Frank Viola - Writing Together with Leonard Sweet

 
Next on this off-road drive, page 141 presents a different line of thought, “Jesus Christ cannot be separated from His
church. While Jesus is distinct from His Bride, He is not separate from her. She is, in fact, His very own body in the
earth.” [bold emphasis mine] Then on page 143 following some discussion on 1 Co 12:1-3 how “the church is Jesus
Christ in corporate expression” The Jesus Manifesto continues quoting the non-Christian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who said
regarding the church, [is] “Christ existing as community.” Later The Jesus Manifesto says, “Practically, this means that
we know Jesus Christ through one another, not just by ourselves. We see Him, hear Him, touch Him, taste and smell
Him through our sisters and brothers within whom He dwells.”  

A search where The Jesus Manifesto writers get this thinking one only needs to look at Frank Viola’s book published a
year earlier in 2009 From Eternity to Here regarding the “choice of two trees” and it goes further by teaching: 

“It's worth noting that Paul never speaks of the "body of Christians." He always uses the phrase the "body of Christ."
For Paul, the body of Christ is a particular person. It's not a metaphor. Paul never says the church is like His body. No,
we are His body. Each member is the physical complement, the extension, of the same person, Jesus Christ. And we
happen to be the only body He has” (Frank Viola, From Eternity to Here Page 266).

If you did not catch what Viola was saying he continues: 

“Paul's idea is not that the Head is somehow screwed onto the body. His idea is that Christ embodies the church. The
risen Christ is a living, inclusive, "more-than-individual" personality. The church is a corporate entity that is made up
of diverse individuals. It is a person, living in and expressing Himself through His many members.

Put another way, the church is the visible image of the invisible Lord. It is the corporate Christ. It is Christ in collective
human expression. To Paul's mind, the church in Corinth was none other than Jesus Christ in the city of Corinth.
Paul's apostolic ministry was built upon this very revelation. And it comes screaming through all of his letters,
including 1 Corinthians” (Frank Viola, From Eternity to Here Page 267). --- Note: these quotes from pages 266 and
267 while not identical are nearly the same as The Jesus Manifesto pages 142- 143.

Turn the page and again on the following page the added step:

"For Paul, the church is the embodiment of the risen Jesus on earth. It's the actual body of Christ present in the
world, His physical presence on the planet. When a local body of believers understands and believes this, the New
Testament will become an open book to them. It will also affect the way they experience and practice their church
life" (Frank Viola, From Eternity to Here Page 268). [Emphasis in bold mine]

The sources of these teachings are men Viola quotes often: Watchman Nee, Witness Lee, Bill Freeman, and T. Austin
Sparks to name a few. A Google search reveals only a few places where this doctrine has been taught and originates
from what is called “The Local Church Movement” (more later on that movement – in short teaches one church in
every city following the teachings of Witness Lee) In response to a debate on the topic online Viola gives us the
sources as well: (Copied exactly as in the links below)

“17) Ben‘s view reduces the term ―body of Christ‖ to a very poor and weak metaphor. Paul‘s use of the phrase
doesn‘t map at all to this. The statements about the body being totally separate from the head are addressed above
in my discussion on our union with Christ. The body and the head are distinct, but they are not separate. John A.T.
Robinson, Dietrich Bonheoffer (scholars) as well as Watchman Nee and T. Austin-Sparks (more popular writers) have
written extensively about the intimate union between the head and the body. This union is an actual, real, and living
thing. It‘s not metaphorical. Paul says so much in 1 Cor. 12:12. I recommend Bill Freeman‘s excellent book, ―The
Church is Christ and T. Austin-Sparks‘ ―God‘s Spiritual House. In effect, Ben sees our relationship to Christ as purely
external. This is a monumental subject; but the fact that Ben and I differ so much on it reveals why our views of
ecclesiology are so profoundly different.” Posted on Viola’s blog: www.ptmin.org/FV_BW.pdf
http://benwitherington.blogspot.com/2008/09/frank-coda.html

 Starting from the first “scholar” referenced, the Bishop John A.T. Robinson on this topic above by Viola, Dr. Walter
Martin made this comment,

[Episcopal] Bishop [John] A.T. Robinson cannot be unfrocked by the Anglican Church despite the fact that he is a living
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devil when it comes to Christian theology—denying everything and turning the faith of people into darkness. Do you
know why they can’t unfrock A.T. Robertson; because [Episcopal leadership] is as heretical as he is. Therefore they
can’t touch him…” (Walter Martin Religious InfoNet, CD ROM)

Next as for Dietrich Bonhoeffer?! The 1996 article on Biblical Discernment Ministries ties Bonhoeffer to Robinson and
more:
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was a neo-orthodox German theologian, pastor, preacher, radio broadcaster, and
prolific writer in the 1930s and early-1940s, during the rise, rule, and downfall of Adolph Hitler. He was greatly
fascinated with neo-orthodox thought, theology, and terminology, and was greatly influenced by the major
theologian of neo-orthodoxy, Karl Barth (1886-1968). Bonhoeffer's writings are credited with helping to father the
"Death of God" theology which was popularized by the Anglican Bishop John A.T. Robinson in the decade of the
1960s. Bonhoeffer was in reality a practical atheist and a religious humanist who denied virtually every cardinal
doctrine of the historic Christian faith (Letters and Papers from Prison, ed. Eberhard Bethge, New York: Macmillan
Co., 1972, pp. 9-12).

Bonhoeffer readily acknowledged "the debt he owes to liberal theology." Declaring that it was impossible to know
the objective truth about Christ's real nature and essence, Bonhoeffer proclaimed that God was dead. Moreover,
Bonhoeffer believed that the true Christian was the confessing believer who totally immersed his life in the secular
world, becoming a secular Christian. Rejecting the objective unalterable moral standards of the Bible, Bonhoeffer
proclaimed a situational ethics -- that right and wrong are determined solely by the "loving obligations of the
moment" (Letters and Papers from Prison, ed. Eberhard Bethge, New York: Macmillan Co., 1972, pp. 9-12, 378;
Ethics, pp. 38, 186; No Rusty Swords, pp. 44-45). 

If you are astounded about the sources here are the others mentioned, Viola references goes on to Watchman Nee
and Witness Lee of the Local Church Movement known for its unbiblical views on the Trinity that sound remarkably
like the view presented by Viola. This view is at least comparable to a heresy known as Modalism/Sabellianism
originating in the third century regarding the Trinity and I believe it is no coincidence Viola references material from
Witness Lee in From Eternity to Here.  

In the book The New Cults, Dr. Walter Martin stated, “Witness Lee teaches that the church, the Body of Christ, is
Christ, and is becoming more and more “full” of God, to the point where eventually the church is God manifest in the
flesh, fulfilling God’s original intention to “work Himself into man”” (Page 404). Dr. Martin references several items
from Witness Lee, two that specifically relate:

Speaking of the Church and Christ: “in number we are different, but in nature we are exactly the same.” Witness Lee,
The All-Inclusive Christ page 103.

“This Christ has expanded from one Person to thousands and thousands of persons. He was once the individual
Christ, but in Acts He has become a corporate Christ.” Witness Lee, Life Study in Matthew, Message One (Stream
Publishers), page 3.

Connect The Jesus Manifesto together with the teachings of the Local Church Movement! The Jesus Manifesto states,
“The earth awaits a body of Christians in every city who will receive Jesus utterly and completely. A body who will
esteem Him above everything else, giving Him His rightful place of supremacy” (pages 158-159). More information in
summation below but this sounds like dangerous Dominionist teaching not found in scriptures! The other two
references by Frank Viola to Bill Freeman and T. Austin Sparks I may include in part 3 but enough said!

Summation of the evidence presented:

1.       The Jesus Manifesto paints Christians with a broad brush as the world does; no definitive line between
true and false believers, doctrines, and denominations.
2.       The reader is introduced to words typically used by mystics and new agers by referring to a person who
got saved as experiencing the “…energy of that God-life.”
3.       Marginalizing of Biblicist position (Christians relying on the Bible), referring to it as going to the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.
4.       A presentation of doctrine that anyone holding God to what the Bible teaches about His nature is to put
Him into a box, denying the sufficiency of scripture, and denying the Biblicist paradigm.
5.       Following the logic of #4 with the denial of Biblical sufficiency leads us to the doctrine where others have
something to bring to the table (extra-Biblical sources) – that is not Christianity but theosophy; (numerous
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extra-biblical sources used by them)
6.       That we know Christ through our experiences and through our brothers and sisters without mention of
scriptures. Refer to #4 – new revelations are encouraged contrary to scriptures.
7.       For #3 and #4 Viola and Sweet, clarify Christians cannot judge according to scriptures calling it “a
profoundly grievous misuse of the Bible.”
8.       They deny the Biblical Jesus by presenting a Jesus ignorant to His mission on Earth!
9.       Following the logic of The Jesus Manifesto and From Eternity to Here, those of the Biblicist paradigm have
it wrong about the very identity of the body of Christ. Additionally at least Viola promotes a rather bizarre
view that the body of Christ is the Church physically.
10.   Closely resembles the Local Church Movement and teachings of Witness Lee referred to as “cultic” by the
late Dr. Walter Martin with regard to the teachings of the Trinity and more.
11.   A Local Church Movement type teaching that, “The earth awaits a body of Christians in every city who will
receive Jesus utterly and completely” (Page 158). The opposite of the Biblicist paradigm and most traditional
Christian teachings who are awaiting Christ to return as He said would. This point shows these teachings align
closely with other dangerous false teachings, such as preparing the earth for Christ’s kingdom fitting of NAR,
Dominionism, Latter Rain, and Manifest Sons of God – the implications are shocking!

Addressing a crucial doctrine of the Manifest Sons of God, in the book Vengeance Is Ours, Albert Dager provides more insight
to this being nothing new, "Some who have been infected by the Manifest Sons of God teachings even believe He will not
return physically, but rather that Christ and the Church are becoming one in nature and essence, and that the Church, as the
“on-going incarnation of God,” is Christ on earth (page 70)."

To my readers, I am sure this list is not exhaustive of the items above! There are more problems with The Jesus
Manifesto throughout the book, which I have not touched on, including, the individual teachings of Frank Viola and
Leonard Sweet. This part covered only the most alarming problems jumping off the pages. 

I present to you that the section covering “The Choice of Two Trees” in both The Jesus Manifesto and From Eternity
to Here is a red herring argument (fallacy). It is a mixing of error (deliberate sophistry or not) leading the naïve’
reader to believe a Biblical Christian is just religious and really not a Christian!

 

Who Is the Pharisee? 
- The Pharisaical Comparison a Continued Attack of the Biblicist Christian

 

In other articles I have asked the question who is the Pharisee? What were Pharisees known for? The Jesus Manifesto
basically states they are those who saw themselves better than everyone else going to great lengths to separate
themselves as holy. The Jesus Manifesto claims the Pharisees were the self-appointed guardians of the Judaic religion.
However, the Pharisees added to the scriptures with a number of burdensome rules no one could live up to. The
Pharisees brought commercialism into the temple and the list goes on. Funny thing is The Jesus Manifesto compares
the Pharisees as those living by the tree of good and evil, akin to their statements against Biblicist Christians in
defense of their book to sell yet another copy – making merchandise of believers!

The Jesus of the Bible gives plenty of warning about the leaven of the Pharisees. The leaven is in the myriad of extra-
biblical quotes from mystics, including a teaching from those recognized as being cultic by Dr. Walter Martin! An
illustration comes to mind of an infection in the body, one small area may be affected today but left unattended
without antibiotics can spread to the rest of the body and kill you. As a Bible believing Christian we need to be as the
Bereans (Acts 17:11) and we need to refute these insidious lies of Satan for what they are.

Based on the evidence presented, it is my opinion these teachers are individuals claiming the name of Jesus to
restore the church to what it ‘should be’ but like the cults they redefine who God is compared with the Biblicist
position, including the Person of Jesus Christ, His relationship with His Father, and Holy Spirit. Like their friends of the
Emergent Church, they blend liberal theology, psychology, mysticism, and new age teachings. PLEASE remember to tie
part 1 (linked here) of this series to part 2 – these same men give a glowing endorsement of the
heretical/blasphemous book The Shack, which ironically redefines the Trinity! These men may use a number of
Christian connotative words in their teachings but mean different things by them as presented here. The Bible gives
the strongest condemnation to those who despite (insult) the grace of God through the false teachings of His very
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Person! If ever there are some men who need to turn away (repent) of their teachings Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet
are two of them!

A post on Herescope June 21, 2008 addressing the leaven of (error): “Dr. Harry Ironside, pastor of Chicago’s Moody
Memorial Church from 1930-1948, emphasizes the fact that truth mixed with error results in “all error” — a direct
refutation of the Emergent Church teaching to find “truth” wherever it may be found — including books like The
Shack. Ironside wrote:

“Error is like leaven, of which we read, ‘A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.’ Truth mixed with error is equivalent
to all error, except that it is more innocent looking and, therefore, more dangerous. God hates such a mixture! Any
error, or any truth-and-error mixture, calls for definite exposure and repudiation. To condone such is to be unfaithful
to God and His Word and treacherous to imperiled souls for whom Christ died.” (Exposing Error: Is It Worthwhile)

Heb 10:29 KJV “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?”

Ga 1:6 KJV “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel”:

Parting Thoughts for My Readers
 

     I take exception with their choice of the Garden of Eden to build their philosophy on “The Choice of Two Trees.”
Looking at scripture on this topic, Genesis 2:9 “And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of
good and evil.”

When Adam and Eve were in the garden, they did not know sin; they lived in pure innocence with a command not to
eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Later the Devil as a serpent deceived them to commit sin. Here is the
crux of the matter! Adam and Eve’s decision to sin changed everyone giving us the sin nature that would require a
Saviour, God’s Son who came and died for all who would believe. Satan’s lie to Eve was that she is going to be like
God; the experiential knowledge from eating of the tree is not what defines God.

The tree was a fork in the road but does not equate to the Bible as painted by The Jesus Manifesto. The Bible is a
huge part of the Christian’s tree of life, it is God’s Word, pure, and holy. If we cannot trust and rely on it as a pattern
(blueprint) for sound Christian living we do not have Christianity, only some sort of facsimile of it. If you choose to
ignore the Bible or treat it with contempt as if it is not relevant for today, or you choose to follow The Jesus Manifesto
which says, “…It should be read in the light of new information and fresh discoveries…” – this is Emergent/Emerging
Church doctrine not Biblical doctrine. God is the One who said He never changes and just how do I know that? I know
that from the Bible, God’s Word – not the heaps of books being pushed at us from the Emerging, Emergent and
Organic crowd. Hebrews 13:8-9 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with
divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which
have not profited them that have been occupied therein.” The Bible speaks plenty to such false teachings and we
should heed the warning:

 2 Corinthians 11:1-4 “Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. For I am
jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste
virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we
have not preached, or [if] ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not
accepted, ye might well bear with [him].”

Any objective observer of the strange doctrines put forth and the rewriting of fundamental doctrines of Christianity
coming from this Emergent movement compared to Biblicist teachings demonstrate we are thousands of miles apart
since the watershed event took place as described in part 1.

 I am planning to write a part 3 in the next couple of months to address even more of the dangers of the Organic Church. If
you have encounters with some of the teachings from this movement please feel free to pass them along as the research
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continues. 

End of Part 2
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The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of
Men: Part 3

By John Beardsley - August 30, 2011

Many call the days we live the last days, awaiting the rapture to snatch them away from this world with all the trials
and tribulations but seem to forget we are also warned of an apostasy that must come first – so often we would forget!
If these are not the days of apostasy Jesus Christ warned his Apostles, I’d hate to see what is!  No special knowledge
needed to see this, just need to read the Bible. – The New Testament paints the picture of the spiritual darkness
growing today:

Matthew 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

Matthew 24:11-13 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

1 John 4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that
[spirit] of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Acts 20:29-30  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

2 Thessalonians  2:3-4 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.

 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

The Naked Church

Churches who have depended on a host of experts for how to grow churches, do church, how to counsel integrating
psychology, employ the world’s music, and defer what is true doctrine to some programs have left the church
defenseless to the attack. The church faces (or faced past-tense) an attack they are ill-prepared to fight. Your church
attendees or members will undo your organized church to make it “relevant” or leave to start their own flavor with the
organic “home” church. Emergent, emerging churches or organic I have shown, the roots are very similar and the
names blend between both, they are closely related and at times connected.

Worldly Connections of the Organic Church to Emergent to New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) – Birds of
the feather

The evidence shows when it comes to the handling of the Word of God, these teachers cannot be trusted to teach it
Biblically. A God fearing, Bible reading Christian is taught to mark and avoid anyone teaching a gospel contrary to
God’s  Word (Ro 16:17-18). Yet thousands have flocked to the teachings of the emergent churches, music, books and
assorted conferences. Whether I am talking about Rick Warren, Brian McLaren, Leonard Sweet or Frank Viola (the
main focus of this series), I perceive them as false apostles and deceitful workers, whether you want to categorize
them as emergers, organics or whatever - I am simply calling them what the Bible calls them again based on the
evidence presented.

Earlier I documented the connections of Frank Viola with the Local Church Movement (of Watchman Nee & Witness
Lee and others covered in the series Part 2), which the late Dr. Walter Martin considered “cultic.” This is very similar
to their emergent church counterparts who bring in: Dominion, kingdom and restoration theology with the idea the
Church needs restoring (or misuses the word reforming). The evidence shows these teachings are nearly identical not
only by those being put forward by Viola & Sweet but those of the radical “Third Wave” or “Seven Mountains or
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Spheres” closely aligned with the so-called New Apostolic Reformation. (More links related to these topics at end of
part 3)

Another trait of the emergent church is the extreme ecumenism where the buzz word is “dialogue” whether it is with
the Mormons, sŜȄǳŀƭ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ and even Muslims in an attempt to find common ground. Compromising to the point of
trading off of belief systems (reading from the Quran in a Christian Church and vice-versa), tolerance saying same sex
marriage is okay with God and more to bring us under one umbrella of faith saying we all worship the same god.
(Little “g” intended) Why I make this point will become clear in what follows.

For a bit of off-road driving (especially for those of you who claim to be part of the Organic Church), here is one of
your beloved leaders Frank Viola with connections that tie neatly into all the points made above:

1.      In his latest book April 2011, Revise Us Again, Viola again demonstrates his bent toward contemplative
mysticism and at the same time, ignorance of the scriptures he claims to love: (emphasis in bold mine) 

People often use very different vocabulary to express the exact same thing. For instance, Watchman Nee used a
unique phrase when he referred to his fellowship with the Lord. He called it "touching the Lord." Others use the
phrase "sweet communion." Others use "divine encounter." Others use less phenomenological phrases. To
describe fixing one’s heart upon the Lord, some people use the phrase “turning to the Lord.” Others use the word
“gazing.” Others say “beholding” or “looking into the face of God.” Still others say “contemplating,”
“centering,” “abiding,” or “partaking.” Others describe it as “meditating.” By and large, it's semantics. I've
observed this phenomenon all my Christian life. People express the same experiences differently. (page 72).

 Apprising Ministries revealed Viola’s emergent and contemplative leanings in the June 2010 article Contemplative
Law, The Gospel Of Grace, And Frank Viola. Herescope also said in that piece,

 Sweet and Viola’s book, Jesus Manifesto, is subtitled “Restoring the Supremacy and Sovereignty of Jesus Christ,” and
it pushes the envelope on redefining Jesus, including “You can be a Jesus Manifest.”2 A quick glance at the lineup of
key endorsers for this book includes a list of who’s who in Emergent, the Latter Rain cult, neoevangelicalism and the
New Apostolic Reformation.  (Online source)

Viola’s book Revise Us Again only confirms his modus operandi with the quote earlier. My translation from such a
glob of mumbo-jumbo emergent double-speak: Is whatever your belief system is irrelevant, what matters is your
encounter with god, it is semantics to argue right and wrong or variety of differences in our belief systems. Remember
Viola said, “…whether you say “contemplating,” “centering,” “abiding,” or “partaking.” Or “…meditating.” By and
large, it's semantics. People express the same experiences differently.”  

2.      In chapter 10 of Revise Us Again Viola refers the reader back to Reimagining Church but doesn’t say where to go
in it. (Reimagining Church is another of his books and a follow-up to Pagan Christianity) There is a very notable part
in Reimagining Church, chapter on “Church Practice and God’s Eternal Purpose,” under the heading, "Drawing it all
together" Frank Viola quotes Miroslav Volf,

 "As Miroslav Volf says, "The church lives from something and toward something that is greater than
the church itself." That something is God and His eternal purpose." (page 147)

 Miroslav Volf has made NO secret as to what kind of “church” he is referring – it includes Muslims. On the Yale
University website, Volf is one of the key persons in the November 2007 article, Loving God And Neighbor Together:
A Christian Response To A Common Word Between Us And You,  

“Indeed, together with you we believe that we need to move beyond “a polite ecumenical dialogue between
selected religious leaders” and work diligently together to reshape relations between our communities and our
nations so that they genuinely reflect our common love for God and for one another.”  

Volf ignores Biblical admonitions and openly recognizes the god of Islam as the same as the God of the Bible. Volf is
in fact one of the biggest voices in the move towards a merging; a ‘Chrislam’ as coined. Frank Viola’s use of Volf to
me is more than just mere coincidence, and more than passing association, Viola made it a key point in how we are to
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be ‘reimagining church.’ “Drawing it all together,” is an undeniable choice by Viola to associate with and recognize
Volf’s contribution… but I state it is to associate with someone guilty of teaching a doctrine of demons!  The article
written in part by Volf and others dated in 2007 crossing lines that Bible Believing Christians dare not cross,

“A Common Word Between Us and You identifies some core common ground between Christianity and Islam
which lies at the heart of our respective faiths as well as at the heart of the most ancient Abrahamic faith,
Judaism.”

 Including a social gospel,

“The future of the world depends on our ability as Christians and Muslims to live together in peace. If we fail to
make every effort to make peace and come together in harmony you correctly remind us that “our eternal
souls” are at stake as well.” 

-  So is this God’s eternal purpose for His church? Viola’s double-speak gets him into a lot of doctrinal trouble using
Volf as a springboard to prop up his organic church thinking!

There are many more connections with more names: Loving God And Neighbor Together: A Christian Response To A
Common Word Between Us And You Under portion that a selection of prominent signatories follows:

 -          Fuller Theological Seminary

-          Rick Warren, Founder and Senior Pastor, Saddleback Church, and The Purpose Driven Life, Lake Forest,
CA
-          Bill Hybels, Founder and Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church, South Barrington, IL

(The list too long to include here just including big names related to this series)

 

3.      My focus on the part of Reimagining Church chapter on “Church Practice and God’s Eternal Purpose,” section
on “Drawing it all together” is due to Viola’s emphasis on this section in that book. Viola continues on the next page
quoting Gilbert Bilezikian co-founder and elder noted for the seeker-sensitive, church growth, positive confession and
emergent church leanings Willow Creek. (His senior Pastor Hybels a signatory above)

“Christ did not die just to save us from sins, but to bring us together into community. After coming to Christ,
our next step is to be involved in community. A church that does not experience community is a parody, a
sham.” (Bilezikian as quoted page 148 in Reimagining Church)

 -          Please remember the type of church Willow Creek is and those who do not know follow the link back to BDM,
there is plenty of history here. Bill Hybels says, "There would be no Willow Creek without Gilbert Bilezikian." Quote
from a bio on Bilezikian located at http://www.elijahlist.com/words/display_word/9229  (The Elijah List - A hyper-
charismatic group tied to a variety of people including the wacky Rick Joyner)

4.      In an article by Southern View Chapel, Pastor Gary Gilley mentions Bilezikian regarding the modern (or should
say post-modern) teaching of Open Theism -

“More lethal is the fact that this new concept of God is sneaking in through the backdoor of the camp by means
of popular writers such as Phil Yancey, and the influence of men like Gilbert Bilezikian, who, as the resident
theologian of the Willow Creek Community Church , wields tremendous power over the minds of many modern
church leaders. Others in line with Yancey and Bilezikian include devotional/mystical writer Richard Foster and
theologian Donald Bloesch.[1] Particular danger of this latter group is that they may seldom, if ever, admit to
holding open theistic convictions but espouse those views in attractive formats (e.g. Yancey’s popular book,
Disappointment with God).” Southern View Chapel, Pastor Gary Gilley

5.      Tying this together with the first points – it is impossible for me to ignore how easily Viola compares our
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encounters with “God” as simply, “…it's semantics. People express the same experiences differently,” When you roll
that together with the reference in Revise Us Again in chapter 10 back to his 2009 book Reimagining Church in my
opinion, this is all a ploy.

a.      Frank Viola cleverly omits Volf’s extreme ecumenical position. I could not accept ignorance of Volf’s
position – he believe he knows what he is doing. My opinion this was done so he can draw more from Volf at
a later date in one of his later books, giving Volf more time to gain acceptance in the so called Organic
Churches and with his Emergent leading friends such as Brian McLaren.

b.      This ploy is nothing new, as when Brian McLaren called for a five year moratorium on the issue of ǎŀƳŜ
 ǎŜȄ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ- after the five years revisit the issue if there is clarity. More like the dialogue has led to the
compromise we see now! It is a type bait and switch, just play stupid down the road, if it is found out and still
seen to be unacceptable.
 
c.       Additionally, Gilbert Bilezikian is co-founder of a church that is a signatory of that same Chrislam
document co-authored by Volf.  
 
d.      The quote chosen by Viola of Volf again,

"As Miroslav Volf says, "The church lives from something and toward something that is greater than
the church itself." That something is God and His eternal purpose." (page 147) - A number of other
implications or meanings can be drawn from such a statement but merely keeping it in the context of
Volf’s teachings is heretical at best and damnable based on scriptures! (2 Peter 2:1-2)

e.      Please refer to Viola why I keep coming back to his previous books, he is the one who keeps drawing on
them as if because they exist they are an authority unto themselves.

 6.      In an article that is closely related to this series by Herescope and on the Apprising Ministries sites had the
article The Other Side Of Emergent: The New Apostolic Reformation published July 2010 and a portion of that article
is excerpted here to further ‘draw it all together’ more on Viola and Sweet: (Used with permission)

Today [June 1] is the launching of a new book, co-authored by Leonard Sweet and Frank Viola. This marks the
open marriage of the Emergent movement with the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR).

Sweet and Viola’s book, Jesus Manifesto, is subtitled “Restoring the Supremacy and Sovereignty of Jesus
Christ,” and it pushes the envelope on redefining Jesus, including “You can be a Jesus Manifest.”[2] A quick
glance at the lineup of key endorsers for this book includes a list of who’s who in Emergent, the Latter Rain
cult, neoevangelicalism and the New Apostolic Reformation.

In recent posts on this blog we have noticed that emerging church leader Leonard Sweet has links to the
NAR.[3] The co-author of his book, Frank Viola, also has roots in the NAR. He has been connected with
the House2House group, a movement that is ostensibly about “house” churches, but in reality is
concerned with building the networking apostolic cellular model of church for the purpose of building the
kingdom of God on earth. This is the same Dominionist goal that is characteristic of the NAR: “This amazing
network of churches is rapidly transitioning as a network to embrace the simple church models that the Lord is
blessing all around the world,” leading to the “transforming work of God in bringing people to Christ. . . leading
to dramatic advances of the Kingdom of God.”[4] John Arnott of the Toronto “Laughing Revival” has been a
notable contributor to the House2House magazine.[5]

A key name associated with Frank Viola is Heidi Baker, whose frequently appears with her husband Rolland.
They flourish in the New Apostolic Reformation and can often be found on the Elijah List (chief organ for the
NAR)[6] and OpenHeaven.com (a radical Dominionist group).[7] The Bakers spoke at the Global Awakening
“Voice of the Apostles” conference, October 28-31, 2009 along with other NAR apostles Randy Clark, Che Ann,
Bill Johnson and John Arnott.[8] Heidi was featured along with Latter Rain cult leader Rick Joyner at his
MorningStar Ministries “Harvest Fest” held September 24-30, 2009.[9] The list of interconnections and
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associations with the NAR could go on and on…

Neil Cole is another well-known name associated with Frank Viola and the House2House movement. He is also
connected with Leadership Network.[10] Furthermore, Frank Viola’s book Organic Church: Growing Faith
Where Life Happens is endorsed by such notables as Bob Buford (head of Leadership Network) and John
Maxwell.[11]

Leonard Sweet endorsed one of Frank Viola’s earlier books, Reimagining Church: Pursuing the Dream of
Organic Christianity, by connecting it to the idea of “God’s Dream,” an increasingly common metaphor.[12]
Viola has also authored From Eternity to Here: Rediscovering the Ageless Purpose of God, described as “a
whole new way of looking at the Scriptures, at Jesus, at the church, and at me,”[13] and endorsed by such
Emergent leaders as Leonard Sweet, Brian McLaren, Dan Kimball, Shane Claiborne and many others.

Characteristic of all of these recent emerging convergences, a MANIFESTO accompanies the agenda being
promoted jointly by Sweet and Viola. It is called “A Magna Carta for Restoring the Supremacy of Jesus Christ
a.k.a. A Jesus Manifesto for the 21st Century Church.” This Manifesto does not hearken back to the written
Word of God in order to follow Jesus or His teachings. Instead it speaks of “implantation and impartation” and
“incarnation.” This is based on imaging, imagining, visualization, meditation, and following a “Presence,” even
using the term “cosmic Christ.”[14] The document also makes this amazing statement – an example of psycho-
spiritual biblical revisionism:

The Bible does not offer a plan or a blueprint for living. The “good news” was not a new set of laws, or a new
set of ethical injunctions, or a new and better PLAN. The “good news” was the story of a person’s life, as
reflected in The Apostle’s Creed. The Mystery of Faith proclaims this narrative: “Christ has died, Christ has
risen, Christ will come again.” The meaning of Christianity does not come from allegiance to complex
theological doctrines, but a passionate love for a way of living in the world that revolves around following Jesus,
who taught that love is what makes life a success . . . not wealth or health or anything else: but love. And God is
love.

It also seems to claim we are Christ: Jesus Christ cannot be separated from his church. While Jesus is distinct
from his Bride, he is not separate from her. She is in fact his very own Body in the earth. God has chosen to vest
all of power, authority, and life in the living Christ. And God in Christ is only known fully in and through his
church….We, collectively, as the ekklesia of God, are Christ in and to this world.[15] (A Magna Carta for
Restoring the Supremacy of Jesus Christ a.k.a. A Jesus Manifesto for the 21st Century Church,” by Leonard
Sweet and Frank Viola, JULY 8, 2009)

All of this is a very quick overview, there are many more connections and associations. ***Click here for 26
published endorsers of The Jesus Manifesto for starters. The key point is the context of this new book by Sweet
and Viola, it isn’t just Emergent! This represents that much-anticipated, much touted New Apostolic
Reformation great convergence, the many streams coming together into one big river!

Where Is This River Heading?

Above are only a handful of links to other information showing this convergence of streams into a river. As my
research on this topic has continued, sifting through the huge amount of regurgitated information and obvious
connections have proven to be too many to count.

 Those in the organic churches while arguing they are not condemning what they coined the Institutional Church (any
organized group of people attending service in what they know as a church building) they are quite vocal in pointing
out its problems. In their literature they are not so kind even condemning of the pastorate as a position or office calling
it unbiblical. Much like a cult, Viola’s organic church process preys on the discontented, making his way sound
appealing  and therefore people following him are taken hook, line and sinker by the teachings of his and George
Barna’s  book Pagan Christianity which is the primer for Reimagining Church,  proudly stated at the end!

 The picture coming into focus with part 3 demonstrates the duplicity these people operate with routinely. It is not a
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conspiracy, it is right out in the open – it is an agenda! An agenda that can easily be traced to the teachings of liberal
theology, restorationism, Manifest Sons of God, and more recently the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR), the
Leadership Network.

 The teachings exposed are a frontal assault on the basic tenets of Christianity trampling on the Word of truth, the
Bible (Mat 7:6). While the writers of Pagan Christianity, Reimagining Church, and The Jesus Manifesto offer lip
service that they are all about the centrality and supremacy of Christ they are taking advantage of the frustrations many
may feel, even in a solid Bible Believing Church. Similar to the cults, Pagan Christianity is a tool for playing the heart
strings of many within organized churches that are inundated with programs, filled with men’s ideas of business
management, psychology. The "Institutional Churches" (as they use as disparaging term) are where they are making
inroads because men and women have been weakened by poor leadership who abandon scriptures for something else,
something "relevant" but reap what has been sown with a the convergence in a river of lies sweeping over them.

 So many dissatisfied by the programs and psychology are looking for something new they think is missing. Next,
along comes Pagan Christianity naming a list of things wrong with the church and showing many alleged pagan roots
that largely draw on resources outside of scriptures to make their points. (A separate study would be needed to cover
them all!)

 Am I saying all of the criticisms laid at the steps of the organized churches are erroneous? Not at all! But I state they
are using propaganda to mislead the reader for another agenda – theirs being the restoration of the Church, but
restoring it to what kind of Church? The Organic Church or Emergent Church? Take your pick, they have the same
creator and it’s NOT the God in the Bible! Here are two quick reminders:

 From the Jesus Manifesto, The Jesus Manifesto states, “The earth awaits a body of Christians in every city who will
receive Jesus utterly and completely. A body who will esteem Him above everything else, giving Him His rightful
place of supremacy” (pages 158-159).

-          Where are we told this? Certainly not in scripture but it is straight out of heretical restoration, kingdom and
dominion theology!

 In a recent endorsement made by Frank Viola for a book released 6/30/2011,

“Jon Zen’s book [The Pastor Has No Clothes] demonstrates beyond dispute that the clergy-system (in the form
of the modern pastorate) is not only unbiblical but also contrary to the headship of Jesus Christ. I hope that every
Christian reads this volume with an open heart and mind, especially those who deem themselves "leaders" in the
body of Christ. I applaud Jon for his courage in adding another Scripture-based book to help foment the
growing revolution that God has begun today - a revolution designed to give His church back to His
beloved Son." (emphasis in bold mine)

-  More evidence of the hate of the pastorate and proof they are teaching revolution in the churches it is not Biblical
reformation!

 The gates of Hell have not prevailed against the Church, nor will they. This talk gives smells a bit of Mormon
restorationism that somehow the Church is dead. No, some churches are dead but some remain, maybe a remnant but
God knows who and where they are. Viola in his piece of why he left the institutional church brings the accusation to
the churches that they are the ones throwing the baby out with the bath water while he has stepped into a hole of his
own making. He and Barna in Pagan Christianity, plus his own teachings are often contradictory, eclectic and
confusing to the new believers. They hope to sway people towards Christ but again what Christ and what Church? His
Organic Church following his teachings is no different than the popery of others and in my opinion an of those in the
remnant that remain that seek to follow the Biblicist paradigm, the way of the Bereans and the Solas of scripture.

What Is the Evidence Showing Us?

Based on the preponderance of the evidence (only a fraction of what there is), I have revealed a number of snares for
believer and non-believer alike. Viola and Sweet do not directly advocate the extreme ecumenism (inclusive of Islam)

http://www.discerningreader.com/book-reviews/pagan-christianity
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but they are connected with those who do, with numerous positive quotations and endorsements exposed in this series.
Their friends are opening the doors making it inclusive to false religions, no Hell, some openly universalist. I refer you
to the appendix of part 2 of The Jesus Manifesto endorsers for the details.

 Our site has been up since 1997 warning of the dangers we were seeing with everything from Promise Keepers,
Psychology, rock music with a Christian name, and a host of fads. Today it is easy to see how these things were a
means to an end. Within the churches these worldly things helped to undermine and supplant scriptures and the use of
scriptures to defend truth.

 Here is what I lay at the doorstep of those who bring these Pagan Christianity, Reimagining Church, The Jesus
Manifesto, The Shack and a list of other books to the churches – You are foolish false teachers and harbingers of
spiritual death to apathetic lukewarm churches remaining today. You offer nothing new. You are reintroducing
the old ways (so-called) as new knowledge which is nothing more than the old Gnosticism condemned in scriptures
and wrestled with for over a thousand years by those who stand by what the scriptures teach!  Repent!

 For teachers claiming to be all about the centrality of Jesus Christ in our lives they are foreigners, tares among the
wheat in many ways, as discussed in part 1 and part 2 of this series. Some have argued how can you say something
bad about making Christ central in your life and in the church? Logic dictates you cannot – until you qualify the Jesus
they are talking about is NOT the Jesus of the Bible! There are other Jesus' and the scripture teaches us even long ago
there were and would be others claiming His name and teaching another Gospel. Beware, a whole host of books are
being pushed at us to help us on our way into the Emergent Church, Organic Church or something else they consider
relevant wherever we are today. These books are laced with an old leaven revived in the pits of Hell, it is a poison that
blinds the eyes and ears of those taken in by it, I have seen it! Dr Francis Schaeffer's insights to this are also priceless:

"We have come then to this fearsome place where the word Jesus has become the enemy of the Person Jesus,
and the enemy of what Jesus taught. We must fear this contentless banner of the word Jesus not because we do
not love Jesus, but because we do love Him. We must fight this contentless banner, with its deep motivations,
rooted into the memories of the race, which is being used for the purpose of sociological form and control. ...

If evangelical Christians begin to    slip into a dichotomy, to separate an encounter with Jesus from the
content of the Scriptures (including the discussable and the verifiable portions of Scripture), we shall, without
intending to, be throwing ourselves and the next generation into the millstream of the modern system. This
system surrounds us as an almost monolithic consensus." Dr. Schaeffer, Francis A. Schaeffer, Escape From
Reason, Chapter 7

Personal Message to Readers

If you are offended, hurt, and or convicted by what I shared, good! Whether you like what you’ve read or not, your
eyes have been opened and if you are caught up in it, know that you can escape your snare. My intent for the articles
parts 1 through 3 are largely inspired by persons my wife and I love that we see ensnared by the lies exposed here. I
will not be more specific on the Internet but suffice it to say we see a number of them going down the
emergent/organic path unwittingly. - Please accept the hurt with the heart intended! Proverbs 27: 5-6 "Open rebuke is
better than secret love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful." We are sure there
are other Christians who are ignorant of the duplicity being used to pull them away from a Biblical faith. My personal
experience in dealing with the arguments coming from the Organic Church reminds me of dealing with the cults
including Catholicism, Mormons and Islam – it is a dangerous path.

 If I got through to you, please don’t continue to be played the fool and follow this path a moment longer! The Bible
has this to say of the matter, Proverbs 14:16 “A wise [man] feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and
is confident.” Depart the evil, and seek the truth of scriptures! Turn from these old dark paths unto the light that is
found in the Bible and expose these evildoers. Let this rebuke (correction) be one that takes you on God’s paths, not
the paths of men or of demons!

 In all of the discernment work I have done to date, I have found what is coming into focus to be the most disturbing
of all. The archive of files Biblical Discernment Ministries (BDM) site has become more of a historical picture of what
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is coming in these dark days we live.

 Now for a word for my critics, consider this. Since 1997 BDM has asked for NOTHING in the way of monetary
assistance. It is a ministry and does not try to sell you books, seek speaking engagements or get you to go to the latest
seminar or conference. These men I have exposed are my opposite!

 2 Peter 2:1-3 “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.
And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”

 My exhortation to you: If they are not making merchandise of you don’t let them! Wise up, ask questions! Most
importantly, pray for wisdom to know the truth and don’t be afraid or intimidated to speak out. If a false teacher can
be bold in carrying out his agenda, we can be bold in defending the true gospel.  

 There is much more you can read on these topics revealed on sites linked with BDM such as Apprising Ministries and
Herescope – I hope they are of help to you as well.

 God’s promise to you that turn to Him, here is the Bible’s doctrine on the tree of life! Not some confusing heretical
mumbo jumbo of some man’s ideas:

 Re 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

 Re 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be
hurt of the second death.

 Re 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give
to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man
knoweth saving he that receiveth [it]. 

Closing Thoughts

I often hear two things from the teachers today, first asking what is relevant for the church today? Second is a
comparison to the lukewarm church at Laodicea, Revelation 3:15-16 “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth.”

 Both miss the mark, how about a comparison to the Church at Sardis - it is written, "Rev. 3:1 And unto the angel of
the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy
works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead."

– Any church claiming the name of Christ, claiming to being alive and relevant to this generation while teaching
another Jesus has no life, no Holy Spirit in it – it is dead.

 What a joyous day it will be to put the mess of this world with all of its trials and tribulations is behind us when we
meet Jesus in the clouds!

 

Additional Links and other information not included in the series that tie to Frank Viola and Leonard Sweet:
(excerpts point to the connections)

 http://herescope.blogspot.com/2007/02/networking-church.html

http://apprising.org/
http://herescope.blogspot.com/
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“Small group “cells” aren’t usually marketed to the church as a networking plan. Restructuring the church into a small
group structure has been presented as a church relationship-building endeavor that will produce better results and meet
“felt needs.” Very seldom has the top-down nature of the hierarchy been revealed. The people in the pews have been
kept in the dark for several decades about this.”

 http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-pagan-christianity-reviewed.htm

“Frank Viola is "a high school Psychology and Philosophy teacher," who in "his spare time...plants house churches,
speaks at church-life conferences, and authors books on Christ and His church." On one of the opening pages he says
that he "left the religious system." One of his arguments against preaching is "it suffocates mutual ministry." And as he
debates the case against church buildings, he implies the friendlier, warmer atmosphere of a house (the sofa over the
pew). So the agenda emerges. He is a destroyer of one system in the interests of promoting another. This phenomenon
(the house church movement) is built on certain common premises: (1) smaller is better, (2) informality {though
defined by the leaders} is preferable over order, (3) spontaneous/conversational teaching is superior to a prepared
orderly presentation, (4) diversity is celebrated, (5) breaking from "tradition," and (6) opposition to pulpits, buildings
and treasuries. All of these items (like a systematic theology) show up in some form in Viola's book, urged upon the
reader as a warmer, more spiritual atmosphere and derived from the New Testament (not as a "manual," but more like
a love-letter hermeneutic).”

 http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/07/destiny-driven-dominionism.html

“Chironna was featured at the "Let the Eagles Gather: The International Gathering of Prophets, Apostles and
Intercessors" conference in Orlando in August 2009 along with top NAR "apostles" Chuck Pierce and Cindy Jacobs.[44]
Chironna must be considered important in these circles, because he is also listed as an endorser of the Frank Viola
and Leonard Sweet's recently released Jesus Manifesto book.[45]”

 http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/06/great-confluence.html

“Emergent leader Mike Morrell got the plum job of conducting the book-launching "Interview With Frank Viola and
Leonard Sweet," which was posted on June 1 at Morrell's webpage HERE. Morrell, "an editor with TheOoze.com and
founder of the popular ‘alt.Christian’ web directory zoecarnate.com,[2] explains how he originally hooked up with
Frank Viola in his article "House Church: Ready for Prime Time? Frank Viola says 'Yes!'" Morrell, describing Frank
Viola as a "family friend," records that he "started reading Frank right at the beginning of my house church journey in
1998, my freshman year in college" and how "[o]ne year later, he crashed on a pallet beside me and three other guys
on my parents living room floor!"[3] He then explains the significance of connecting the Emergent movement to the
NAR's "house church" movement.” “…At this point it is important to explain that the emerging "house church"
concept in the NAR is engineered to be an organic whole that is facilitated and networked by a growing alliance of
international self-anointed, self-appointed apostles and prophets - a living "body" on earth that is both hierarchical and
cellular in nature. It is an "organism" that must be managed by the machinations of man (not God), assessed via
feedback mechanisms, monitored and propelled towards an evolutionary target of a collective "emergence." Don't be
misled by the rhetoric! The NAR concept of "house church" is not about humble little autonomous churches meeting in
living rooms.[5]”

 More on Volf and his book named "Allah" http://www.harpercollins.com/books/Allah-Miroslav-Volf/?
isbn=9780061927072

 Book Description

"Three and a half billion people—the majority of the world’s population—profess Christianity or Islam. Renowned
scholar Miroslav Volf’s controversial proposal is that Muslims and Christians do worship the same God—the only
God.” …

     • A person can be both a practicing Muslim and 100 percent Christian without denying core convictions of belief
and practice.

http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-pagan-christianity-reviewed.htm
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/07/destiny-driven-dominionism.html
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/06/great-confluence.html
http://www.harpercollins.com/books/Allah-Miroslav-Volf/?isbn=9780061927072
http://www.harpercollins.com/books/Allah-Miroslav-Volf/?isbn=9780061927072
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     • How two faiths, worshipping the same God, can work toward the common good under a single government.”

 Volf -Also tied to Rick Warren's PEACE initiative picture online with him and Rwandan president (blamed in many
deaths), praised by Tony Blair and more. (Links) A former student of Fuller Theological Seminary along with  some 
other big names of the emergent church, of course such as Rick Warren and ….

In an article on Yale News Daily, September 9, 2009, In Blair’s shadow, Volf shines “According to former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, his co-teacher for the “Faith and Globalization” seminar, Miroslav Volf, is a “a lot smarter
and more knowledgeable than me.”

 In reference to Volf, “Now, after moving to the United States in 1977 when he began studying at the Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., Volf maintains contact with spiritual leaders around the world. He spent
hours in a discussion group with the Dalai Lama…”

More Leonard Sweet connections (similar to Viola):

http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/05/mainstreaming-dominionism.html

Excerpts:

 Another interesting name connected with the 7 Mountain Mandate is mystic leader Leonard Sweet, who has
mainstreamed himself into the evangelical world-at-large, coming out of his obscure role as Emergent
professor-in-residence. How he did this is a study in itself. In June 2007, a SYNERGIZE! Billion Soul Pastors
Conference for January 2008 began to be advertised as a way to become "equipped to impact 'seven spheres of
society.'"[15] This was being promoted and sponsored by a recently formed organization, Second Billion, a
spinoff of the Global Pastors Network.[16] Headed by James O. Davis and globally-renowned "apostle"
Sunday Adelaja, the organization grew rapidly, using a "synergistic approach to fulfilling the Great Commission
[mandate]... exponentially in every region of the world."[17] Len Sweet was billed as a speaker at this first
conference where the "seven spheres of society" were touted. He quickly rose to prominence to became a
fixture in the organization. By August 17, 2007 he was listed in the e-newsletter under "Leadership Series" as a
"Futurist and author." The current e-newsletters routinely feature his writings and speaking, and he is now
listed as a leader.

 Pastor Sunday Adelaja, who along with Len Sweet has been prominently connected with this Second Billion group
since its inception, has deep roots in C. Peter Wagner's New Apostolic Reformation, and is listed as one of the key
"apostles" of the world.[18] Adelaja's book CHURCHSHIFT is a how-to manual for implementing the 7
Mountain/Sphere Mandate, teaching people how to "impose Kingdom values and principles upon their area of
influence" and to divide each "nation into seven spheres of influence, and to send church members into each
sphere."[19] Os Hillman of marketplace transformation fame, writing at the www.reclaim7mountains.com website,
uses Pastor Adelaja as an example of how "the local church is called to change culture in all spheres of society,
especially the seven mountains."[20]

 Another name connected with Leonard Sweet since the earliest days of the Second Billion organization is James
(Jim) Garlow, who is also listed as a leader.[21] Garlow is a well-known Christian Right activist, who recently was a
conference speaker (along with Lance Wallnau and C. Peter Wagner) at NAR leader Cindy Jacob's "Convergence
2010: A Cry To Awaken A Nation" conference.[22] Jim Garlow's interesting bio is posted HERE. He now chairs Newt
Gingrich's ReAL (Renewing American Leadership) organization at http://www.torenewamerica.com/ [23] Garlow is
leading "The Next Great Awakening Tour" along with patriotic American Dominionist David Barton, June 25-July 24
this summer, and Lance Wallnau is listed as one of the featured guests.[24] Garlow is all over the map on his activism.
He is listed as an instructor for an ominous-sounding upcoming Border Sheriff's Posse "Strategic Border Intelligence"
School to "partner with intercessors around the United States to protect...the United States of America and our heritage
as a nation founded under God."[25] And, perhaps most significantly, Garlow was listed on the Committee that put on
the May Day event in Washington, D.C. this past May 1.[26]

End of Part 3

http://www.crossroad.to/charts/millennium-goals-peace.htm
http://www.yaledailynews.com/news/2009/sep/11/in-blairs-shadow-volf-shines/
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/05/mainstreaming-dominionism.html
http://www.torenewamerica.com/
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The Way of The Organic Church - Appendix
By John Beardsley - August 30, 2011 / Updated October 2011 with added names

Birds of the Feather Gathering Together- The Starlings of The Jesus Manifesto
Here is the rather “Sorted Line up” of 26 43 published endorsers of The Jesus Manifesto, is this going too far to show these endorsements? Or is this part of a group of Birds of the Feather Gathering Together?

These birds I would compare the behavior to that of the invasive European Starlings, they have to thank their fellow species of birds for the nests they steal driving off native species, they mimic other birds, are boisterous, loud, they are hated by farmers and for the mess the awful mess they leave behind
everywhere they go.

Compare that spiritually speaking, picking off and devouring the good fruit of the churches replacing the churches (nests) for their way of doing church patting each other on the back, fleecing believers of their funds with their conferences, books and other wares… They leave believers bewildered, dazed
and confused with their assorted Emergent, Ecumenical, Organic and Liberal teachings. Need I mention the awful mess they leave behind as they introduce so many into a postmodern paradigm for Christians!?

 Quoting directly from the Jesus Manifesto book site: 
“Endorsements by Ed Young, Matt Chandler, Rowan Williams, Jack Hayford, Shane Claiborne, Ed Stetzer, Calvin Miller, Reggie McNeal, Gregory A. Boyd, Mark Batterson, David Fitch, Dan Kimball, Margaret Feinberg, Scot McKnight, Mark Chironna, Francis Frangipane, Todd Hunter, John R.
Franke, Alan Hirsch, Chris Seay, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, Anne Jackson, Steve Brown, Ken Ulmer, Tommy Barnett, Sally Morgenthaler, and others.”

---- I do not see any notable Bible Believing teachers in that list!!! But check out this flock of Starlings:

Here are just some of the links more will be added this is a work in progress - 

1.  Ed Young

DR. ED YOUNG PROMOTING CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY/MYSTICISM FOR HIS SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 
http://apprising.org/2011/07/14/dr-ed-young-promoting-contemplative-spiritualitymysticism-for-his-southern-baptists/

ED YOUNG, JR SCANDAL CONTINUES
http://apprising.org/2010/04/29/ed-young-jr-scandal-continues/

ED YOUNG, JR PAYS HOMAGE TO JOEL OSTEEN 
http://apprising.org/2010/02/19/ed-young-jr-pays-homage-to-joel-osteen/

When Did the Trinity Become Non-Essential Doctrine? by Dave Miller on February 21, 2011 --- Young together with TD Jakes, Joyce Meyer 
http://sbcvoices.com/when-did-the-trinity-become-non-essential-doctrine/

2.  Matt Chandler

ACTS 29 PASTOR MATT CHANDLER ON BEING A REFORMED CHARISMATIC
http://apprising.org/2010/05/20/acts-29-pastor-matt-chandler-on-being-a-reformed-charismatic/ (Video part of link)

3.  Rowan Williams

Archbishop - or Arch-heretic? Stone of Triumph - or Stone of Shame? 
http://www.thechristianexpositor.org/page118.html

Williams was variously described as a pro-homosexual, yet supporters described him as 'intellectual, radical and holy.'  Williams' was said to be content with the 1998 Lambeth Conference declaration against homosexual unions and the ordination of practicing homosexuals…”

 However is on the record: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rowan_Williams#Gay_bishops 
“Gay bishops Further information: Homosexuality and Anglicanism

“Though acknowledging that he was simplifying the Church's position, Williams said in September 2010 "There's no problem about a gay person who's a bishop. It's about the fact that there are traditionally, historically, standards that the clergy are expected to observe." Asked what was
wrong with a homosexual bishop having a partner, he said: "I think because the scriptural and traditional approach to this doesn't give much ground for being positive about it."[45]””

4.  Jack Hayford

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/hayford/general.htm " Hayford praised Richard Foster for his efforts in bringing together all the streams of the church. (Foster is the head of Renovaré, an international ecumenical organization that espouses the use of guided imagery and
visualization as means of obtaining "personal spiritual renewal.")"http://apprising.org/?s=Jack+Hayford&submit=go http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/fprophets.html#jhayford

5.  Shane Claiborne

IS SHANE CLAIBORNE A CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM? 
http://apprising.org/2010/09/26/is-shane-claiborne-a-christian-muslim/
"Yeah, unfortunately the Bible just keeps getting in the way of their lovefest with Islam so as Campolo says:

We don’t have to give up trying to convert each other. What we have to do is show respect to one another. And to speak to each other with a sense that even if people don’t convert, they are God’s people,… (Online source)

Ok, we say hi to Humpty Dumpty again; right Tony, we can keep “trying to convert”…um, “God’s people” and…ah, “even if people don’t convert, they are God’s people.” I see it now; after lying awake as I sleep in the light tonight, I can then start my evening tomorrow morning by taking a
shower with cool, dry, hot water. Gothcha boys. And as I close this, for now, in the article I just quoted above Claiborne confesses:

When a devout Muslim brother asked Tony and I to have this cross-generational dialogue about interreligious cooperation for an interfaith publication, we jumped on it. (Online source, emphasis mine)

My question is: If Shane Claiborne has a devout Muslim “brother,” does this now make Claiborne himself a Christian-Muslim? I mean, apparently he’s in the process of approaching this in the opposite direction from those alleged hybrid Muslim-Christians, who’re practicing Muslims that
supposedly “love  Jesus.” So could it be that, in Shane Claiborne, we’re witnessing a new breed hybrid of Christian-Muslims practicing Christianity but who also love Muhammad?"

6.  Ed Stetzer

http://apprising.org/2010/02/19/curious-associations-ed-stetzer-dan-kimball-and-tim-keller-missionshift/

"Here we find along with Stetzer and Kimball, among “The framers” the further curious association of Reformed pastor Dr. Tim Keller and Alan Hirsch, who’s long been deeply involved with the Emerging/ent/ence Church rebellion against Sola Scriptura. In fact, Hirsch is the author of The
Forgotten Ways (TFW) with its foreword by EC theologian Leonard Sweet which, besides Stetzer’s carries the endorsements of EC luminaries like Andrew Jones (aka Tall Skinny Kiwi) as well as Sweet’s good friend, and spiritual twin, Brian McLaren who says of the book:"

Every chapter  has the kind of rich insight and inspiring challenge that we have copme to expect from Alan Hirsch
—Brian McLaren, author of A New Kind of Christian, A Generous Orthodoxy and The Story We Find Ourselves In

7.  Calvin Miller

http://apprising.org/2005/10/06/the-twin-pythons-of-deception/  

Life Wide Open has just been republished in a new edition for a new set of readers. Deborah Dombrowski writes:

http://apprising.org/2011/07/14/dr-ed-young-promoting-contemplative-spiritualitymysticism-for-his-southern-baptists/
http://apprising.org/2010/04/29/ed-young-jr-scandal-continues/
http://apprising.org/2010/02/19/ed-young-jr-pays-homage-to-joel-osteen/
http://sbcvoices.com/when-did-the-trinity-become-non-essential-doctrine/
http://apprising.org/2010/05/20/acts-29-pastor-matt-chandler-on-being-a-reformed-charismatic/
http://www.thechristianexpositor.org/page118.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rowan_Williams#Gay_bishops
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/hayford/general.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/inheal.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/inheal.htm
http://apprising.org/?s=Jack+Hayford&submit=go
http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/fprophets.html#jhayford
http://apprising.org/2010/09/26/is-shane-claiborne-a-christian-muslim/
http://www.thesimpleway.org/about/archive/on-evangelicals-and-interfaith-cooperation/
http://www.thesimpleway.org/about/archive/on-evangelicals-and-interfaith-cooperation/
http://apprising.org/2010/02/19/curious-associations-ed-stetzer-dan-kimball-and-tim-keller-missionshift/
http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/leonardsweet.htm
http://tallskinnykiwi.typepad.com/
http://apprising.org/2005/10/06/the-twin-pythons-of-deception/
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“In light of the fact that in David Jeremiah’s 2003 book, Life Wide Open, he favorably quotes feminine spiritualist Sue Monk Kidd ( When the Heart Waits), contemplative Calvin Miller (Into the Depths of God), Buddhist sympathizer Peter Senge (The Fifth Discipline),
emerging church leader, Erwin McManus, and mystic sympathizer Jim Collins, it may not be any wonder that he has partnered up with Ken Blanchard who is a board member of the Hoffman Quadrinity Process Institute and a participant in the interspiritual, New Age
organization, Heartland Circle.” (http://www.sliceoflaodicea.com/)

8.  Reggie McNeal

Connected with Leadership Network http://leadnet.org/about/staff-info/reggiemcneal

Tied with Rick Warren Saddleback and Peter Wagner NAR 
http://christianaudio.com/fts-the-purposeful-church-download-rick-warren-john-maxwell-peter-wagner-reggie-mcneal

The Collapse of the Church Culture By Reggie McNeal 
http://www.lutheranrenewal.org/archives/feb2005/newsletter_1.html

And showing a touch of the contemplative and very strong connections with the church growth movement teachings and George Barna:
"Reggie McNeal is scheduled to appear in the SED to promote his new Mission/Kingdom presentation in front of SED leaders. The ironic and insane thing is that Reggie is now sales pitching that “Lifestyle Evangelism/Club Membership” was a failure because of member works righteousness
‘burn out’. Now he’s pushing a softer ‘people development’ healthy alternative—contemplative and Missional.  This is insane because it is he and other Third Party Experts, that sold that failed idea to the LCMS in the first place and the LCMS leadership ..."
http://www.roguelutheran.com/RL/Home/Entries/2010/4/19_Wheat_Ridge_Ministries_Part_2-separating_the_wheat_from_the_shaft_&_how_the_SE_District_morphed_into_Progressivism_as_evidenced_by_the_Wellspring_Conference_Center..html

Reconnected to many of the names here: 
http://www.liveintentionally.org/2009/09/08/the-nines-free-online-leadership-conferenc/

9.  Gregory A. Boyd

http://apprising.org/2008/12/12/greg-boyd-heretic/

“Open theist Greg Boyd is not only gaining increasing popularity within the nearly comatose spiritually evangelical community but he’s especially soothing to the itching ears in the postliberal cult of the Emergent Church This is evidenced by e.g. Rob Bell having Boyd come speak at his
Mars Hill Bible Church.”

10.  Mark Batterson

And a Google search reveals a bit of a mystic/contemplative bent: In his book, ID: The True You uses the mystics like many of the others here on page 54, while discussing that "Life is an eternal quest to discover who God is" and how we learn more about God over time with a nice quote by
AW Tozer for legitimacy departs the Biblical and quotes the mystic Saint Teresa of Avila, "As I see it, we shall never succeed in knowing ourselves unless we seek to know God."

But if that is not enough he uses Richard Foster well known in the area shall I say 'modern mysticism', emergent work and more! Batterson use him as a positive reference tying himself in with the rest of these nasty birds. ID: The True You pages 41, 108 or how about using Brian McLaren
too? Pages 167 and 170... this is the only book I looked at and it didn't take long to see who he flies with!

No stranger to questions either going unanswered: http://apprising.org/2010/01/02/the-comments-that-mark-batterson-doesn%E2%80%99t-want-you-to-see/

11. David Fitch

http://apprising.org/2010/04/04/why-evangelicalism-is-failing-a-new-generation-as-is-the-emerging-church/  Ties back with Stetzer with his Missional stuff... And on his own site links to some of the usuals copied directly from http://www.reclaimingthemission.com/about-david-fitch/ 

Brian McLaren, Dan Brennan, Emergent Village, jonny baker, Julie Clawson, Makeesha Fisher and Tony Jones - Another of the flock...not as well known so I will move on...

12. Dan Kimball

http://apprising.org/2011/01/01/dan-kimball-of-the-emerging-church-and-lectio-divina/

"What’s wrong with that would be: This isn’t even Lectio Divina in the first place. The fact is, Dan Kimball is the one who writes promoting Lectio Divina, and then with no disclaimer in his teachings, he turns around and redefines what it is. Therefore, Kimball is the one who is taking
things out of context, and not discernment people criticizing this practice of Counter Reformation spirituality, which I pointed out in Spread Of Contemplative Spirituality/Mysticism: Lectio Divina most certainly does involve Contemplative/Centering Prayer (CCP)—meditation in an altered
state of consciousness—the main vehicle of CSM aka “silence.” You see, this practice of antibiblical ascetism—and all the so-called spritual disciplines—would flower in the monastic traditions of apostate Roman Catholicism; i.e. this contributed to why the Lord would send His Reformers in
the first place to bring us back to His Word."

13. Margaret Feinberg

Positive review of Rob Bell’s Velvet Elvis 
http://www.faithfulreader.com/reviews/031026345X.asp

Ties back to others 
http://originsproject.org/about-origins/

 A Contemplative Teacher – The Sacred Echo 
“With renewed verve, I began studying contemplative prayer, centering prayer, and Scripture prayer. I tried praying standing up, sitting down, and lying on the floor. I committed to praying early in the morning before work, .” The Sacred Echo: Hearing God's Voice in Every Area of Your
Life - Page 16

http://books.google.com/books?
id=5yzeqXsRyO0C&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=Margaret+Feinberg+contemplative&source=bl&ots=kEZZwtUfLV&sig=DJLNjJJ6lai_uA1RH3kCs4gSvAA&hl=en&ei=2eRaTvKeF8nv0gGE3smUCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEUQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q&f=false

14.  Scot McKnight - also recently endorsed book by the other endorser Fitch here... http://apprising.org/2011/01/02/ecumenical-apologetics-
weekend-of-rick-warren/

 

Really; “five of the world’s leading authorities” concerning the life of our Creator? *cough* Well, for now let’s leave aside Scot McKnight, a theologian well respected within the sinfully ecumenical neo-liberal cult
of the Emergent Church aka the Emerging Church,..."

http://leadnet.org/about/staff-info/reggiemcneal
http://christianaudio.com/fts-the-purposeful-church-download-rick-warren-john-maxwell-peter-wagner-reggie-mcneal
http://www.lutheranrenewal.org/archives/feb2005/newsletter_1.html
http://www.roguelutheran.com/RL/Home/Entries/2010/4/19_Wheat_Ridge_Ministries_Part_2-separating_the_wheat_from_the_shaft_&_how_the_SE_District_morphed_into_Progressivism_as_evidenced_by_the_Wellspring_Conference_Center..html
http://www.liveintentionally.org/2009/09/08/the-nines-free-online-leadership-conferenc/
http://apprising.org/2008/12/12/greg-boyd-heretic/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/foster/foster.htm
http://apprising.org/2010/01/02/the-comments-that-mark-batterson-doesn%E2%80%99t-want-you-to-see/
http://apprising.org/2010/04/04/why-evangelicalism-is-failing-a-new-generation-as-is-the-emerging-church/
http://www.reclaimingthemission.com/about-david-fitch/
http://www.brianmclaren.net/
http://danbrennan.typepad.com/
http://www.emergentvillage.com/weblog/
http://jonnybaker.blogs.com/
http://julieclawson.com/
http://www.swingingfromthevine.com/
http://blog.tonyj.net/
http://apprising.org/2011/01/01/dan-kimball-of-the-emerging-church-and-lectio-divina/
http://apprising.org/2010/12/08/spread-of-contemplative-spiritualitymysticism-lectio-divina/
http://apprising.org/2008/12/keeping-you-apprised-of-contemplativecentering-prayer/
http://apprising.org/category/roman-catholicism/
http://www.faithfulreader.com/reviews/031026345X.asp
http://originsproject.org/about-origins/
http://books.google.com/books?id=5yzeqXsRyO0C&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=Margaret+Feinberg+contemplative&source=bl&ots=kEZZwtUfLV&sig=DJLNjJJ6lai_uA1RH3kCs4gSvAA&hl=en&ei=2eRaTvKeF8nv0gGE3smUCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEUQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=5yzeqXsRyO0C&pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=Margaret+Feinberg+contemplative&source=bl&ots=kEZZwtUfLV&sig=DJLNjJJ6lai_uA1RH3kCs4gSvAA&hl=en&ei=2eRaTvKeF8nv0gGE3smUCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CEUQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://apprising.org/2011/01/02/ecumenical-apologetics-weekend-of-rick-warren/
http://apprising.org/2011/01/02/ecumenical-apologetics-weekend-of-rick-warren/
http://apprising.org/category/emergent-church/
http://apprising.org/category/emergent-church/
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15. Mark Chironna -  part of wacky Elijah List and Dominion link and other ties to Viola and Sweet

Destiny-Driven Dominionism 
http://herescope.blogspot.com/2010/07/destiny-driven-dominionism.html

 http://apprising.org/2010/10/17/rick-warren-dr-laverne-adams-and-dr-mark-chironna/ 
"As Steve Lumbley of the fine online apologetics and discernment ministry Apostasy Watch points out concerning Mark Chironna, he is part of “the TBN lineup of apostate preachers”

16. Francis Frangipane

http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/newapostolic.html#ffrangepane

“Francis Frangipane's church has been involved in the laughter movement for a number of years and has written several books. Lighthouses of Prayer Quote from this page: ""God has entrusted us to fill His plans and purposes for reaching our cities for Him. He has called, chosen, and
commissioned us to conquer our city". I see nothing in scripture about conquering cities. Christ said his kingdom is not of this world. We are to preach the gospel and disciple people. Francis goes on to say - "That's not too far-fetched to imagine. It's happened in past revivals and it's
happening in cities today. In Resistencia, Argentina, (population 400,000) Ed Silvoso and his team joined forces with many of the pastors, incorporating prayer evangelism of an entire city! (Note: This is linked to the laughter/dominionist movement - see also http://www.generals.org/).”

17. Todd Hunter

https://mkayla.wordpress.com/tag/todd-hunter/  Regarding an interview with Frank Viola this blog makes the connections for us: (more detail in link) “So Todd goes – Calvary Chapel, Vineyard, Alpha Course, “Missio”, THEN claims a call to Anglican Bishop.  Not to mention the influence
in his life from Richard Foster and Dallas Willard! Do they ever stop and take a look at this change in the path objectively? There is a definitive falling away going on here.”

18. John R. Franke - also an endorser to Fitch's latest work another endorser here propping up the work of each other

http://apprising.org/2011/06/30/we-know-more-of-the-bible-than-you-may-think/

 I know it’s not fashionable to use “proof texts” today in our postmodern culture that sees itself as so advanced in our thinking; indeed just *ahem* think,  now we will readily agree that there is no such thing as an absolute truth. The reason EC philoso-theologians like John Franke tell us
is because no one can ever really know anything for sure as truth is an “irreducible plurality.” John Franke, Manifold Witness: The Plurality of Truth [Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2009]

19. Alan Hirsch

http://apprising.org/2011/07/29/erik-dykstra-and-the-crossing-church/

"Jeremy Roghan now continues by testifying that even non-believers were allowed to be pastors at TCC:

There was a young man named Jeremy who was on our FIT team.  He was a seeker who started going to The Crossing.  One week he took me aside and told me that he was planning on moving to Florida and did not think that he “buys” into this Jesus thing.

The following week, he was running around telling everyone that he was now going to become the next “campus pastor”.  I asked my leader what was going on, and how that it Biblical, he said that Eric thinks that Jeremy H. needs to be challenged to push him along in faith.
(Online source)

Before you’re tempted to write this off, consider that the PD/SS sector believes in what they call pre-conversion discipleship; yes, you read that right. Consider the following from emerging missiologist Alan Hirsch:

we need to reframe evangelism within the context of discipleship…even “the Twelve” (and “the Seventy”) were all what we would call “pre-conversion disciples.”"

http://apprising.org/2011/01/16/mark-driscoll-acts-29-network-the-emerging-church/  
Emerging Incarnational, concerned with structural revision within the church. Downplay large group worship and like house church. Alan Hirsch, Lance Ford, Bob Hyatt, Neil Cole, Jonathon Cambell. (Online source, emphasis his)"

20. Chris Seay

http://apprising.org/2010/11/20/dan-kimball-on-the-record/  Doug Pagitt, McLaren, and others such as Chris Seay, Tony Jones, Dan Kimball, and Andrew Jones stayed together and continued speaking and writing together as friends.

21. Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove

http://apprising.org/2011/06/30/in-touch-magazine-of-charles-stanley-promoting-contemplative-new-monasticism/ 
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove is a writer, speaker, and activist who is a leader in the “New Monastic” movement. He lives in North Carolina at the Rutba House, a new monastic community.

 See for yourself from his site: Author, Speaker and New Monastic for more on why this is something to beware of many articles here on the Christian Research Network: http://christianresearchnetwork.com/?cat=227

22.  Anne Jackson

Haven’t heard of her but will let the endorsements speak for themselves http://www.permissiontospeakfreely.com/endorsements/
Endorsements from Donald Miller (Blue Like Jazz), Shane Claiborne, Dan Kimball, c-rockers Charlie Lowell and Dan Haseltine of Jars of Clay, Craig Gross Pastor, XXXchurch.com,

23.  Steve Brown - http://stevebrownetc.com/ clearly a friend to Tony Campolo http://stevebrownetc.com/our-favorite-lib/  and others friendly to the homosexual movement finding ways into the church

 http://teampyro.blogspot.com/2010/02/steve-browns-grace-in-church-course-at.html 
“Brown says people should burn Dave Hunt's book that criticizes Richard Foster (because Foster is a hero of Brown's); and he told a whole audience to burn John MacArthur's The Gospel According to Jesus — when he hadn't even read it! So Hunt's bad, MacArthur's bad, yet....”

 And one other quote fitting this same site: “Brown frequently speaks of how much insight he's gotten from this or that Roman Catholic or otherwise heretical writer, on various aspects of Christian living.”

24.  Ken Ulmer

http://apprising.org/2011/08/20/adrian-rogers-preaching-symposium-dr-philip-davis/ 
I filled you in on the non-gospel preached by United Methodist Church minister Leonard Sweet, a leading theologian who helped shape the Emerging Church, in the aforementioned Leonard Sweet Set For Adrian Rogers Preaching Symposium. “Bishop” Kenneth Ulmer is:

 … the Senior Pastor-Teacher of Faithful Central Bible Church in Inglewood, California…[and] the Presiding Bishop over the Macedonia International Bible Fellowship,… (Online source) Ulmer is also a well known figure in the heretical Word Faith (WF) movement; unfortunately the video
and audio is out of sync, but you’ll still hear Ulmer with classic WF fare including supposedly receiving direct revelation from God and claiming to speak things into existence:

http://apprising.org/2006/12/28/faith-forward-straight-into-the-worship-of-man/ 
Also representing the dominion theology of the “King’s Kids” in the Word Faith Church section of the ECoD is another “Bishop” called Kenneth Ulmer senior pastor of Faithful Central Bible Church where they’re “building champions for divine deployment.” FFF informs us Ulmer “will
share lessons he’s learned from the expanding urban ministry of Los Angeles’ Faithful Central Bible Church, which purchased the Great Western Forum for its 20,000+ congregation…[and] discuss how churches can usher in social and economic change in metropolitan areas.” Well, if we’re
not going to preach the actual Gospel of Jesus Christ our demonically deployed champions might as well make those poor souls comfortable before they’re off to an eternity in Hell.

25. Tommy Barnett –

http://www.dreamcenter.org/about-us/founders/  
“Is the Senior Pastor of one of the fastest growing churches in America, Phoenix First Assembly of God, in Phoenix, Arizona. The church is known as The Church with a Heart, because of its 260 outreach ministries.” In September 1994, Tommy Barnett, with his son Matthew Barnett,
launched the Los Angeles Dream Center as a home missions project. --- Wonder if they know what he endorsed! Does not appear to fit the typical Jesus Manifesto endorsers… Well except using a number of female pastors in one conference listed.  From a site no friend of ours researching the
New Apostolic Reformation and the wacky Religious Right of C Peter Wagner and Jack Hayford I found the Jesus Manifesto endorser Pastor Tommy Barnett mentioned with a bit of interesting history. http://www.talk2action.org/story/2010/3/6/95620/29842 “The Master's Commission
programs were also initiated in 1985 by Tommy Barnett [Jesus Manifesto endorser] at his Phoenix Assembly of God.  This is now an international program for post-high school students with a curriculum in discipleship, evangelism, and spiritual warfare.  In June 2008 Sarah Palin was the
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keynote speaker at the Master's Commission graduation ceremony at the Wasilla Assembly of God.  At the end of the ceremony the graduates were given samurai swords.

The Wasilla Assembly of God subsequently partnered with the Alaska Assemblies of God District Council to open Alaska's first Dream Center.”  “Spiritual mapping and associated spiritual warfare techniques were pioneered and introduced into the evangelical world as a way to "take
territory" by C. Peter Wagner, Ed Silvoso, Cindy Jacobs, Ted Haggard, and Harold Caballeros. George Otis, Jr., producer of the Transformations series of movies, and Youth With A Mission's John Dawson are considered the authors of the definitive texts on spiritual mapping and spiritual
warfare for taking control of cities.” “… The book includes a section on essentials for spiritual warfare by C. Peter Wagner and also includes "citywide strategies" from Ed Silvoso, Tony Evans, pollster George Barna (also featured in one of the Transformations movies), George Otis, Jr., and
Paul Cedar, head of Mission America Coalition. (Barna – Pagan Christianity with Viola) For those of you looking to understanding more of the “Spiritual Mapping,” ties to some of today’s politicians and more here are some links to show just how dangerous this is to your spiritual
welfare!

Divorcing Baal - Part 1: Divorce and Remarriage, Political Dominion Style 
http://herescope.blogspot.com/search?q=spiritual+mapping

Jack Hayford And C. Peter Wagner On Spiritual Mapping 
http://apprising.org/2011/08/27/jack-hayford-and-c-peter-wagner-on-spiritual-mapping/ - some really bizarre stuff with video!

26. Sally Morgenthaler

http://apprising.org/2010/12/29/the-emerging-church-and-evolutionary-christianity/ 
“You’ll see them refer to this as “transformation,” which quite literally means one will see reality in a new way. Earlier in Doug Pagitt Agrees With Evolutionary Evangelist Michael Dowd I explained to you why this CSM was so important to the EC’s evil agenda to penetrate the mainstream
as its forebears in the original Cult of Liberal Theology once did the mainline. You see, mysticism is perfectly suited to the philosophy of postmoderism that now dominates much of this caprious culture in which we find ourselves; you see, as with neo-orthodoxy ala Karl Barth,
postmodernism is “anti-logical” and “embraces Paradox”[1] while its deconstructionists viciously attack rational thought with what’s commonly known as irrational philosophy:

    Irrational philosophies accordingly stress the will at the expense of reason, as exemplified in the existentialism of Jean-Paul Sartre or Karl Jaspers. (Online source) Now you have the background you need to understand why Ingrid Schlueter would write Emergent Church Leaders Promote
Evolutionary Spirituality. Today Schlueter brings out: 

Emergent Church leaders Sally Morgenthaler, Spencer Burke, Doug Pagitt and Brian McLaren are joining “Evolutionary Evangelist” Michael Dowd in the promotion of evolutionary spirituality, long taught by leading New Age gurus like Barbara Marx Hubbard.” 

And there are more endorsers on the site since I put this article up in September! A few notables along the way but to endorse The Jesus Manifesto shows a tremendous lack of discernment or ignorance to what we have exposed in it:

27. Bill Easum, Church Consultant and Christian Futurist, www.churchconsultations.com - Easum is a regular resource in a number of Leonard Sweet's books also exposed for his errors here not counting those included regarding The Jesus Manifesto.

28. Phil Cooke, Author, Speaker, Filmmaker, Media Consultant, www.philcooke.com

29. Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jr., Senior Pastor, Cathedral International

30. Craig Keener, Professor of New Testament at Palmer Seminary of Eastern University; author, The IVP Bible Background Commentary.

31. Searching Together/Baptist Reformation Review

32. Christian Book Reviews

33. Book Talk Reviews

34. Faithful Reader Reviews

35. Michael Newnham, pastor and blogger, phoenixpreacher.net more here - *Update* Frank Viola Practices Corrupt Contemplative/Centering Prayer?

36. Brett Blair, President and Founder of Sermons.com

37. Robert Ricciardelli, Founder Converging Zone Network & Visionary Advancement Strategies -Also an endorser of Viola's latest book Revise Us Again

38. John Voelz, songwriter, johnvolezblog.blogspot.com

39. Dr. Thomas Hohstadt, FutureChurch.net

40. Milt Rodriguez, Author, The Butterfly in You and The Community Life of God, www.therebuilders.org 

41. Jeremy Lopez, Founder of www.identitynetwork.net

Prophet for hire? Send $30 donation get a prophetic word!

"If you need a word for your life from Jeremy Lopez, just click on the paypal button below to make your love offering of $30.00. We will then send you a word to your email as an audio download."

42. Benny Perez, Lead Pastor, The Church at South Las Vegas, www.thechurchlv.com

43. Rick James, Publisher CruPress, author of Jesus Without Religion and A Million Ways To Die  - (Someone who favorably quotes and uses psychiatrist/new ager  M. Scott Peck in at least one of his books.)

Do we really need to go further showing more readers? You discern but use the Bible as the measure! Be as the Bereans - Acts 17:11 "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so."

These things being done, taught, and demonstrated by the endorsers of The Jesus Manifesto shows what birds of the feather they are!

 The Organic Church together with the Emergent Church Movement: Part One January 2011

The Way of The Organic Church: Part Two  March 2011
The Organic Church – Doctrines of Demons and of Men: Part Three August 2011

Biblical Discernment Ministries - 8/2011 / and 10/2011 updated
by John Beardsley
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Elevation ‘Video’ Church – A Visit to the Early Service at
Matthews, NC 

- by John Beardsley 9/11/11 
Spurgeon warned in his day that, "When the old faith is gone, and enthusiasm for the
gospel is extinct, it is no wonder that people seek something else in the way of delight.

Lacking bread, they feed on ashes; rejecting the way of the Lord, they run greedily in the
path of folly" (As quoted in Ashamed of the Gospel, p. 67).

 

     I went the morning of 9/11/2011 not knowing what to expect but that I'd need earplugs. I knew this
from past experience when reviewing the so-called c-rock concerts of DC Talk and News Boys back in
1996 and 1997 for the Christian Conscience (now Herescope - when these so-called Christian Rock bands
were introducing new things like head-banging, body-surfing and moshing for our Christian youth along
with the rock-n-roll).

When I arrived at the Elevation Church in Matthews, NC, just a little after 9am the greeters in the
parking lot were very friendly, guiding their guests where to park, giving a real “VIP” treatment. Some
of my Baptist friends and others could learn a thing or two from showing such outward hospitality. I was
handed a VIP folder just after getting out of the car with a music CD and shown the way to the
auditorium, and later was provided with a DVD on the history of Elevation (that I will touch on later). The
people I met and staff all showed Christian charity. I want that to be clear throughout my visit to this
service but unfortunately, that is the best and only compliment I can offer.

If you are going to Elevation Church and you are looking for:

 - that friendly Pastor’s face and hearty handshake with a smile you need to know which of their
video outlet churches to be at – or  
   this is NOT your church!

 - a sober atmosphere not charged with bass so loud it surges through your body – again this is not
your church!
    (From their website, worship page “...music is loud (loud enough for us to offer earplugs to
anyone who wants…)

 - music that edifies your spirit as you sing to the Lord – this is not your church! At least in the
service I attended!

 - a church that is not bringing in rock-n-roll or even a form of hip-hop and calling it Christian – do
I need to say it again?

Next thing that I knew would never fly in the church I attend – was immodest dress of those greeting us
for a casual appeal to the youth. In spite of this, I chose to see for myself what the service was all
about… I went into the lobby to by the auditorium (sanctuary) where I was told the doors would open
shortly – frankly it reminded me of a movie theater more than a church.

http://herescope.blogspot.com/
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Then to the right a rather COLORFUL placard wall with “The Making of a Movement” above it. A
placard with “F-Bomb” on it, in the entry hallway just outside of the auditorium would really cause most
adults to pause! I am sure it is referring to something else as an attention getter but this is just one sign
of poor judgment being used, these are some of the first things a visitor sees coming in. Above and to the
right, is an advertisement for his book Sun Stand Still but they are 'over the top' with a number of these
placards stretching down the hall with room for more! Remember I am a first time visitor, what sort of
impression would this make on the average unsaved moral person!

Zoomed in on the following placards - haven’t we all had enough of the sex talk stuff? (Bringing Sexy
Back is mentioned in the DVD I will mention later) and next to the placard “Confessions of a Pastor”!! –
before any critic says you have taken it out of context the sign above is what says “The Makings of a
Movement,” sorry a movement of what!? Go further down the signs, and note "Entourage" (isn’t that
some crude HBO series according to the Internet Movie Database IMDB it is rated M for Mature!) and
the sign with “Made” a play on the old Godfather movies so loved by the world? So are we supposed to
be in the business of copying the world or “Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.”



Elevation ‘Video’ Church – A Visit to the Early Service at Matthews, NC

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/elevationv.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:35 PM]

 

Answer, this is NOT acceptable for any Bible believing Church. But I will say it accurately depicts the
church I visited this morning and its man in charge. (Apprising links and videos) If it is a church, it is
(his) Furtick’s church not Christ’s -more to come on why I say this so strongly.

Then there resource store with more about the movement, t-shirts and cans of hair mousse or some
facsimile thereof (you can see placard wall in distance) just so you have a sense of the environment of
this church lobby:

:

A few more minutes passed and the time arrived to go in, and I was handed a contact card to fill out (if I
so chose too) and offered ear plugs (no surprise). Inside looked like I was there for a rock concert,
complete with a movable band stage and loads of speakers, and three large video screens. Another screen
came down in the middle so they could watch their Pastor Furtick on simulcast video:

http://apprising.org/2011/09/14/hello-steven-furtick/
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I noticed others around me were of varying age groups so it was not all youth but I could see the
emphasis is the youth – of course we need to be reaching them for the future of the Church, not arguing
that point ---- but WHAT Church is my point!

Starting with a video 3 minutes before the service they introduce what the youth have been doing all
around Charlotte – lots of community service… nothing wrong with that, showing Christian charity.
Then with a countdown on the video screens it hit 9:30am and the lights were dimmed greatly then
“boom, boom, boom” the bass started thumping from a simulated heartbeat that was part of some weird
so-called video Christian hip-hop song. A rather strange get up much like what was advertised on
America’s Got Talent with LED type lights on the chest of this fellow blinking like a heart then on a hat
and etc. (Short video clip very dark in auditorium)

- It made me very glad I had the earplugs in! Next, their own band started playing a rock-praise song and
the bass was so VERY loud it pulsed through my body giving me a light wave of nausea – and I was in
towards the back of the auditorium. I even noticed the clothes on my body resonate with the bass and the
distortion could not be helped in this clip --- it was that loud! (Video clip)

This went on for about 30 minutes and we got to where the message would be preached by Pastor Steve
Furtick, about 10am he got started – not from the pulpit or anywhere in the front of the auditorium but
simulcast to all of his churches. I had expected this since I knew they were opening two new churches
today.

Furtick went on to talk about a number of things: the usual talk about getting people to do things,
motivating those listening to essentially get out of their comfort zone for Jesus. He bragged on the youth
and how they are a part of the main services and encouraged them to participate. He said,

“I purposefully do not put a lot of youth programs in this church because I believe the students
should be a part of the church not just little kids growing up to be good little boys and girls, I
believe they are growing up to be great men and women of God… get every student into a small
groups, meet you, encourage you, “ And a clip

I noticed his huge emphasis on helping the community, again. I would agree and do what God has

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSEfZHFr8V0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-qjgGAI9G0
http://youtu.be/_EO5lXc7x9I
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enabled me to do and admonish others to help wherever and whenever they can. – The last time I made a
visit such as this was well over 14 years to examine the so-called c-rock concerts mentioned earlier. So
for my critics and other readers, my purpose was to have a look at why from Furtick’s own lips, is
the 2nd fastest growing Church in America today.

What is it all about, why is it so attractive to those who come? I asked a few people, they say what a
friendly, loving bunch of people are there… no argument all those I met showed me a degree of Christian
love you would want to find in a Church. I had no doubt there are sincere people there at Elevation,
and I know and have explained before when dealing with the so called c-rockers in spite of bad teaching,
bad music or bad whatever God is in the business of saving souls – qualified if you get the Gospel of
Jesus Christ! The Elevation website lists the way of salvation this way under their beliefs:

“Basic Beliefs
Elevation Church aggressively reaches out to people who are far from God. Rather than run
from culture, we have chosen to harness it to connect with people and show them God's
timeless truths. Although our approach is anything but traditional, we believe in and
maintain a conservative theological position.” (bold emphasis mine)

“Salvation - God's only way
    The blood of Jesus Christ, shed on the cross, provides the only way of salvation through the
forgiveness of sin. Salvation occurs when people place their faith in the death and resurrection of
Christ as sufficient payment for their sin. Salvation is a gift from God, and it cannot be earned
through our own efforts.  (Isaiah 1:18; 53:5-6; 55:7; Matthew 1:21; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69;
2:28-32; John 1:12; 3:16, 36; 5:24;Acts 2:21; 4:12; 16:30-31; Romans 1:16-18;3:23-25; 5:8-10; 6;
1 Corinthians 1:18; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; Ephesians 2:8-10;Philippians 2:12-
13; Hebrews 9:24-28; Revelation 3:20)

 And next part mentions the Gospel:

“The Church – God’s Design for Community 
  The Church is a local community of baptized believers unified through faith in Christ. It is
committed to the teachings of Christ and obeying all of His commands, and it seeks to bring the
Gospel to the world. The Church works together in love and unity, intent on the ultimate purpose of
glorifying Christ. (Matthew 16:18-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-47; 5:11-14; 13:1-3; 14:23; 16:5;
20:28; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:10-12; 5:22-32; Colossians
1:18; 3:15; 1 Timothy 4:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 21:2-3)”

Throughout the service I was listening for that Gospel message – it proved elusive, it was not there! For
a church claiming a “...conservative theological position” I found it odd… only a reference to asking
Jesus to forgive your sins, and nothing on repentance but again there is nothing in the list of beliefs
directly either – unless it is in one of the many verse references?

The sermon was based on a loose interpretation of Nehemiah as cup bearer where he was downcast
before the king and Furtick shows how God used Nehemiah’s passion for rebuilding Jerusalem turning
his misery to ministry with four points he gives in his 40 minutes:

1 Embrace your misery and make it ministry, it may be your burden or brokenness that is used for
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God. 
2 Would you exchange your comfort for your calling?
3 Will you put the wrong people out of your life and bring the right ones in?
4 Will you take your stand against the enemies of you God?

 In one part a sort of funny thing but then gets serious, (sports joke Furtick ends with a slam on a rival
team) “We Furticks never cheer for that team EVER!” - SC Gamecocks and he goes on to say with
GREAT fervency,

“I want to say to all of you who bear the name of Christ, ok, when you are part of the family
of God there are certain things you take a stand against. We stand against sin, we stand
against compromise, we stand against injustice, we stand against the devil, we take our stand
against his schemes …Like Nehemiah, taking your stand with God.”

How could anyone disagree with that but it is so very hypocritical in the light of everything around it!
So my thought to answer Furtick – is yes I will continue! You are next who I count as an enemy to the
teachings of God’s Word. The misery I see you bring God fearing Bible Believing Churches is worthy of
taking a stand against! Equally GREAT fervency if that is possible in my response!

Most of the sermon was about Elevation, its new churches and community outreach, boasting of
rebuilding broken down walls, reaching those struggling with issues of life and death with the apt
analogy showing so many in the churches today,

“…suffer with complacency and mediocrity, our decision is not where our next meal is going to
come from… -and- …will you exchange your comfort for your calling?”

My response to Furtick, put God FIRST and see what happens, tossing out doctrine to make an
attractive social Gospel message is not the answer! - There was no clear Gospel message but one of
outreach in general terms only. Sin needing to be forgiven was mentioned but no mention of what any
traditional conservative theological church would cover including what it means to repent - so I must ask
according to their belief’s page how that:

  “…aggressively reaches out to people who are far from God”???

--- With crude edgy talk to appeal to the youth that as you flaunted in the message this morning
on 9/11?

--- An aggressive arrogant sounding tone as heard in Furtick’s sermons (documented on Apprising
Ministries and other sites)?

Elevation is not my church nor one I could recommend to anyone. It teaches through actions the adoption
of worldly practices to entice our youth as so many others do today. It is a church for today but not the
church we see in scriptures. It is not set apart from the world, it adopts and even bridges the world’s
ways --- to an extreme “audacious” sort of faith that on the surface may seem vibrant and desirable, it is
like so many other faddish things going on in the name of Christ that stand far away from our meek and
humble Saviour!

It is so very, very wrong and it grieved me to my core to see so many swept away in this facade of a

http://apprising.org/
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church. I normally am not so emotional in my writing but Elevation epitomizes so many “youth”
focused churches. In order to reach the youth they take on worldly practices starting with the music, the
language and dress and it is all setup by whom? HOLLYWOOD! Its stars, its rock stars, hip-hop and
you name it all to be relevant to this generation. - That is what so very many churches have adopted!

Going back a few years, I have seen it firsthand as these pied pipers (with the so-called Christian Rockers
/ c-rockers) who draw our children away, some well-meaning but it is purely evil in its sources. Music
acts as a leader pulling the ears of youth’s flesh, loving that sound and the next thing you'll hear, “Mom
and Dad can I am go to church with Joey next week?” - The following week and then the next they are
asking “why is our church so boring?” – So was it REALLY a generational gap we had as teens or was
it another LIE we were told? It is something more subtle in the way the new music has replaced so much
of the music that had sound words and doctrine - with shallow repetitive worship words, is it not plain to
see?  Are these musicians (or producers) playing with the minds of the youth and usurping our parental
authority to pad their pockets? Again as we have shown with the so-called Christian music industry, it
has strong ties directly to the secular music industry – has everyone forgotten what filthy lucre is? “Titus
1:11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not,
for filthy lucre’s sake.” GREED!

Next, why go to Elevation when you can watch it on the Internet afterwards? Since Furtick is really not
there but at one of the video church outlets, is it really a Church in a Biblical sense? To me, in spite of
the good people I met it was very disconnected having their pastor at another location, making it feel
very impersonal. This to me is like the Corporate CEO having a video conference, very businesslike but
not a church. Maybe it could pass as a parachurch organization with a powerful outreach. Well I’ve seen
it, heard it, met the people and documented it.

The big push at the end was to get people (mostly youth) to stop at the orange tent out front and sign up
to be a part of their e-groups which are said to be studies. Guessing some study in the Bible from what I
heard and asked. Good! Perhaps if they get enough of the real Word of God they will depart this
nonsense and realize they are being played by a kingdom building type preacher. 

Baptism Crazy? Even more on the Elevation site at: http://www.sunstandstill.org/baptismkit

Taking a tiny step from here, Furtick in my experienced opinion is no better than the likes of those he
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takes shots at - comparable to someone like Jack Hyles of the not so distant past with his inoculations to
the Gospel - a Gospel like what I heard lacking repentance, essentially get the kids saved, get the
numbers of them baptized along with a host of “fun” programs. BUT Furtick takes that to the next level
(elevates) introducing that sort of method mixed with the seeker-sensitive type programs whereas not
even the Hyles types use rock or hip-hop. Furtick has no compunction at all about it. Consider the
opposite to be true,

"Nothing in Scripture indicates the church should lure people to Christ by presenting Christianity as
an attractive option. … The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing (I Cor.
1:18). There is no way to make it otherwise and be faithful to the message. … The gospel itself is
disagreeable, unattractive, repulsive, and alarming to the world. It exposes sin, condemns pride,
convicts the unbelieving heart, and shows human righteousness -- even the best, most appealing
aspects of human nature -- to be worthless, defiled, filthy rags (cf. Isa. 64:6)" (Ashamed of the
Gospel, pp. 72, 111, 128).

In their DVD given me earlier along with one music CD, still no clear gospel message. The DVD “This
Is How We Changed The World – The Documentary” at Chapter 9 at 45.24min – a number of people are
heard, “it was like Pentecost…” - referencing all the people coming to Christ and being baptized then
someone states – “…it was just crazy, we start talking about sex and attendance sky rockets to 1800… it
was nuts… was our vision from God coming to life… what are you guys doing…” Then continuing,
bragging on Pastor Furtick  speaking at those Christian conferences they used to attend. Heard “Catalyst”,
12000 clapping, and the “C3” Conference. They are clearly quite proud of their leader!

All of this is based on the vision of Pastor Steve Furtick starting when he was 16 as seen on this placard
“It All Began When Pastor Steven Was 16 Years Old”: (Heard this mentioned several times during my
visit)

 

Sounds like a successful entrepreneurial business venture the more I hear - and read less and less like any
church. Most of this is NOTHING new like many of the others already documented. Furtick has taken a
bit of this and a bit of that from the other emergent and seeker-sensitive churches and rolled it into his,
including the sex talk to draw in larger numbers still. So is this the Holy Spirit convicting hearts of sin?
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Seriously!? Maybe you think I am being too harsh but I have been around long enough to see the rise of
quite a few ministries like this and watch them fall. Too much stock put in the man versus Jesus
Christ, too much stock put into making Church relevant to this rebellious generation. I state Pastor
Steve Furtick is not doing Christians any favors feeding the rebellion and taking our kids that he claims
as so important down the path towards something other than the Christ of the Bible – I believe that is not
opinion when held to what else he is teaching and standing for.

Again, I do not recommend this church for these reasons, as appealing as it may seem: missing a real
Gospel message, it’s a fleshly appeal with music, edginess, and lacking any reliable Biblical teachings to
raise up our children in the way they should go. You may get some good moral people who believe in
helping others without a living faith in Jesus Christ. I can point to a number of people just like them not
seeing a real need for any doctrine and likely on their way to a Christless eternity! Elevation makes it a
big point to focus on the "do's" (I asked them some questions after the service) but while focusing on
all of the “do’s” of the Bible they wash over the “don’ts” that must be preached to have a complete
Gospel message.

Additionally, Furtick’s many associations with other heretics, emergent church leaders and etc. also gave
me pause leading me to make this visit. I will leave that list for Apprising Ministries and others to
continue documenting. Last, Furtick’s many immature rants from his pulpit – again as outrageous as
those of Hyles and others! Ironic, so ironic!

A related side note to friends and critics alike: A word of warning if you decide to visit, I believe the
music is harmful to your health physically! There are plenty of studies out there to prove heavy bass
damages your hearing. Wonder if stocks in “Bell Tone” hearing aids is going up – one shot of humor not
advocating gambling in stocks or wishing anyone hearing loss but we often hear that awful loud bass
going down the road by us! This is a serious side issue not only with Elevation – but in many of the
edgy “youthful” churches today. The high decibel levels and repeated exposure to bass will damage your
hearing. As a former F-16 fighter technician, the USAF drilled that into us, even WITH hearing
protection eventually you will get a degree of hearing loss… just a word of wisdom – Get educated for
your kid’s sake too!

Biblical Discernment Ministries - 9/2011 - by John Beardsley
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Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth Exposes the Truth about The
Shack

2 Timothy 2:15, 16 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.

But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.”

Ephesians 4:14 “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, 

and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”

     If ever there was truth, it is in the verses above. A book like The Shack by William P. Young will succeed only in
increasing ungodliness because it has no truth in it concerning God the Father, the Trinity, or the Christian life and no
where will you find a salvation message. What a missed opportunity if ever there was one. In my opinion it is a fiction
that in key places, tugs at the heart strings and creates a web of emotion in which the reader is caught and drawn into a
world of deception and lies. Those who know little or nothing about the true nature of God trying to decide what they
believe and are at a fork in the road will undoubtedly follow the wrong road. A large crowd going in the same direction
does not mean they are going the right way.

     Matthew 7:13, 14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it.”

     It speaks volumes to the apostasy we live in by the endorsements of this book and the reviews given at Christian
Book Distributors website, that though it is labeled fiction, people are not seeing it as such and in fact accept it as
teaching them about God. (more material at the end of this review) The author is being lauded as an authority on the
person(s) of God as well as having the answers to the toughest questions concerning the spiritual realm venerating him
and his Gnostic teachings.  This book not only profanes God the Father and His deity but blasphemes with almost
every word.

     Aside from attempting political correctness by the mention of several ethnic descriptions of the trinity, the author is
seemingly trying to appease everyone ecumenically as well. Being raised as a child of missionaries I would think the
author would know the lines he crossed through blatant contradictions to God’s word. One has to wonder if he was
more influenced by the Eastern religions he was raised around in his youth and wrote this book out of bitterness,
rebellion and lack of discernment as a result of his “great loss as a child and young adult” described on the back cover.
I’m also curious to know what William Young means by “wastefulness of grace” that he enjoys with his family. If God
sees fit to show grace toward us, wasteful would not be a word I would use.

Ephesians 4:7 “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”

    Young not only used his imagination writing this book but borrowed from other cultures and religions which is
exactly why this book should not be taken seriously. Reading this book, I got the impression that Mr. Young, through
the various uses of other religions and occult practices, doesn’t know what he believes; maybe that explains why he
pushes love and relationships so hard, not that there is anything wrong with either if in accordance to God’s principals.
Mr. Young’s god is clearly from his own imagination and contrary to a quote you’ll see later, our imagination does not
“…make us so like them” (i.e. the trinity).

     The Shack is a story centering on a man named Mack, who four years earlier, lost his youngest child Missy to
murder. One day Mack checks the mail and pulls out a note written by God—signed Papa—telling him to come back
to the shack where Missy's bloody dress was found. Once there, Mack eventually falls asleep, weary with grief and
shivering from the winter cold. Next thing he knows he's meeting Papa, Jesus and Sarayu. They take turns helping him
through his emotional rollercoaster ride. Mack is then given the choice to stay with them and his beloved Missy or
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return to his life with his wife and remaining two children. Mack chooses to go back and is awakened to find himself
where he originally laid on the floor (by the blood stain that was his daughter's). Mack gets in an accident on the way
home and is nearly killed. Ironically, Mack's wife Nan, the spiritually strong one in the family, is initially skeptical of
Mack's experience at the shack but their love and relationship get them through and they live happily ever after.

Because there are numerous things in contradiction to God’s word and Christianity as a whole, this will be an attempt
to focus on the most obvious errors.

This is just a partial list of errors and blasphemies:

Young introduces his version of the trinity with a variety of ethnic descriptions as well as two of the three being
female pg 82-84, “…a large African-American woman…”(Papa God the Father), “…a small distinctively Asian
woman…virtually transparent and hard to see…”, (Sarayu Holy Spirit), a man “…appeared Middle Eastern and
dressed like a laborer complete with tool belt and gloves...(Jesus as a carpenter).  
Nowhere in the Bible is God or any part of the Trinity described as female, creating a unholy trinity. Young, assigned
them names stemming from Eastern religion and Greek mythology; Papa and Elousia (God), Jesus’ name is the same
but certain aspects of his character are not scriptural, Sarayu (Holy Spirit), Sophia (a personification of God’s
wisdom).    

Pg 171 Sophia is named and defined as, “..a personification of Papa’s wisdom,” and “She’s part of the mystery
surrounding of Sarayu.” The conversation between Mack and Jesus concerning Sophia is as follows with a few
inconsequential details left out (such as Mack stopping to tie his shoes): Mack asks if she is God too, making four of
them. Jesus says no, there are only three of us. “Sophia is a personification of God’s wisdom.” Mack says, “Oh, like in
Proverbs, where wisdom is pictured as a woman calling out in the streets, trying to find anyone who’ll listen to her?”
Jesus: “That’s her.” Mack: “But…she seemed so real.” Jesus: “Oh, she’s quite real.” “She’s part of the mystery
surrounding of Sarayu.”

Which is it? Is she the personification of God’s wisdom or is she a mystery surrounding Sarayu? What is she to Jesus?
Young’s three persons of the trinity are all God equally yet Sophia is only something to two of them.

 Pg 152 Mack describes Sophia as, “...a tall, beautiful, olive-skinned woman with chiseled Hispanic features...”and
continues on 153 with Mack thinking she is “Everything that sensuality strives to be, but falls painfully short.”

Webster’s dictionary defines sensuality as, “The quality or state of being sensual; devotedness to the gratification of
the bodily appetites; free indulgence in carnal or sensual pleasures; luxuriousness; voluptuousness; lewdness.” Why is
it necessary to sensualize wisdom? First of all, wisdom is not referred to as a literal woman in the passage in Proverbs
that Young has Mack remember but rather metaphorically speaking and it was a proverb or analogy Solomon was
depicting between a wise man hearing and increasing learning and understanding, whereas fools despise wisdom and
instruction. Young’s fixation on the woman smacks more of a pagan love goddess not wisdom!

Pg 92 Papa is telling Mack,
Honey, there’s no easy answer that will take your pain away. Believe me, if I had one, I’d use it now. I have no
magic wand to wave over you and make it all better. Life takes a bit of time and a lot of relationship. [Bold
emphasis mine]  

This is bringing God down to human level. Young’s god can’t take the pain away and doesn’t have an answer except
that time and relationships is all that’s needed to heal the hurt he is feeling. This is what you get in a false god. 
Matthew 11:28-30 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”

Pg 95 Papa bears the same scars of the cross that Jesus does. “…Mack noticed the scars in her wrists, like those he
now assumed Jesus also had on his.” Again, nowhere is this found in scripture.

Pg 96 Papa: “Don’t ever think that what my son chose to do didn’t cost us dearly. Love always leaves a significant
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mark,” she stated softly and gently. “We were there together.”” Mack: “At the cross? Now wait, I thought you left
him—you know—‘My God, my god, why hast thou forsaken me?” Papa: “You misunderstand the mystery there.
Regardless of what he felt at that moment, I never left him.” “…When all you can see is your pain, perhaps then you
lose sight of me?”

With this piece Young denies the finished work of the cross! Without God the Father turning His back on Jesus, sin
remains and there is no Biblical forgiveness. God the Father allowed this to happen for a divine purpose and Jesus
knew it. Jesus had to die in the manner He did on the cross for sin to be crucified with Him. This is the worse sort of
blasphemy rejecting Christ’s finished work thereby denying the Jesus of the Bible. John 19:28, “After this, Jesus
knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.” Jesus knew this
truth, God the Father turned away that the scriptures be fulfilled. The Father turned away from His Son when He bore
the sins of the whole world. Holiness does not look upon unholiness. Young completely distorted part of the
foundational message of the Gospel of Christ and created another god!

Pg 141 Jesus tells Mack, “You imagine. Such a powerful ability, the imagination! That power alone makes you so like
us. But without wisdom, imagination is a cruel taskmaster.”

This power of imagination is not that of a simple child’s game, but more like today’s New Age practices:
Transcendental meditation, spirit guides, certain forms of yoga, all of which come from Eastern religions. Much like
the ones Young grew up around.

Romans 1:18-23 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath
shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse; Because that, when
they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man…” [Bold emphasis mine]

 Pg 148 Mack asks Jesus the question,
But you came in the form of a man. Doesn’t that say something?” “Yes, but not what many have assumed. I
came as a man to complete a wonderful picture in how we made you. From the first day we hid the woman
within the man, so that at the right time we could remove her from within him. We didn’t create man to live
alone; she was purposed from the beginning. By taking her out of him, he birthed her in a sense. We created a
circle of relationship, like our own, but for humans. She, out of him, and now all the males, including me,
birthed through her; and all originating, or birthed, from God.

Eve was not hidden within Adam. There is no circle of relationship. God created Adam from the dust of the earth and
breathed life into him. God then took a rib from Adam and created Eve and they worshipped and fellowshipped with
God. 
Genesis 2:21, 22 “And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man.”

Ch. 15 opens with Sarayu and Papa taking Mack on a journey of sorts in his mind. When Mack opened his eyes he
was blinded by the light emanating from Sarayu, to which she responds, “You will find it very difficult to look at me
directly” “…or at Papa. But as your mind becomes accustomed to the changes, it will be easier.”

The rest of the chapter tells of Mack’s clarity of vision. He is now able to see as the three god figures see and
everything is illuminated with halos of light: Nature, animals, angels, sentinels, and of course people have an aura
about them, more New Age philosophy that flows right into Necromancy. This is the second time in this book that
Mack will have contact with a dead loved one. The first, being with Missy when he was with Sophia and he saw his
daughter through a waterfall. Missy knew her father was there and motioned as if she was hugging him. Now, in his
mind with Sarayu and Papa, Mack sees a commotion of agitated lights which are coming from his dead father. This
time Mack actually embraces his father, they forgive each other and all is well.
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     I believe The Shack is a compilation for all to see exactly what Mr. Young didn’t learn while growing up with
missionary parents and the occult influence that apparently took hold and grew in his perverse imagination. I’m also
leaning toward the belief that because of his great loss as a child and young adult, Mr. Young’s personal beliefs and
perhaps a bit of his own story are incorporated into this “fiction.”  

So often people think that Christianity is only something soft, only a kind of gooey love that loves evil equally
with good. This is not the biblical position. The holiness of God is to be exhibited simultaneously with love.
We must be careful, therefore, not to say that what is wrong is right, whether it is in the area of doctrine or of
life, in our own group or another. What is wrong is wrong anywhere, and we have a responsibility in that
situation to say that what is wrong is wrong.  (Schaeffer, Francis A.: The Mark of a Christian. Westchester , Ill.
: Crossway Books, 1996, c1982)

      Finally, I am saddened and bewildered to see the praise of this book by so many, especially those claiming a
Christian testimony. May your eyes be opened and your lack of discernment be found growing in wisdom in
accordance to God’s truth and not vain and profane babblings. If you don’t know the attributes of God the Father,
Jesus his Son, and the Holy Spirit as described in God’s word, but would rather take truth out of an erroneous fiction,
then I would consider this an indication that you do not know God at all and your gullibility to be taken in by this
deception is very disheartening. The evidence shows this book to be weighed and found wanting. 

John's notes: Today so many books are coming out claiming the name of Christ, to be speaking about His Holiness,
attributes and spirituality and more of God's character. Yet presenting works of fiction such as Frank Peretti's This
Present Darkness, William P. Young's The Shack, the movie The Passion of Christ and a host of others then these
writers are being seen as leaders and wise men speaking to large groups of Christians who applaud them for their
works of fiction as giving some great spiritual insight when in fact they are no different than the Judaizers of Paul's
day! The Apostle Paul condemned such false teachings in the harshest of ways in Galatians 1:6-9 which Paul says,

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any
other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

We need to contend against such things that others can mark and avoid them, Jude 3, Romans 16:17-18. We need to
show how in fact they are presenting another Gospel, another Christ, another God or as Kathy has done showing them
how books like The Shack perverts the very nature of our God. Churches promoting things like this and those exposed
on BDM should be admonished and abandoned if they persist in being lulled into apostasy. It is important to know the
true nature of the God of the Bible, His Son, and the Holy Spirit for times like these when a book such as The Shack (a
work of fiction) distorts it and gains a following so it can easily be exposed as a counterfeit. Likewise, it is important
to know the attributes of our enemy the Devil. What is clear is the confusion this book causes about the very nature
and character of God is just one more subtle attempt to deceive the unlearned who are not faithful in seeing if these
things are so as in Act 17:11 with the Bereans. I have fully supported my wife in this endeavor to expose this book for
what it is - a book of lies, written by a person angry with Biblical Christianity who touches about every precious truth
of scripture and desecrates it. 

Some of the endorsements given to The Shack:

Gloria Gaither – Hosted a reading of The Shack even photographed and published in The New York Times.

Michael W. Smith (CCMer) – “The Shack is the most absorbing work of fiction I’ve read in many years. My wife and
I laughed, cried, and repented of our own lack of faith along the way. The Shack will leave you craving for the
presence of God.” On back of The Shack.

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/peretti/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/peretti/
http://www.wayoflife.org/files/8565e7c7f98e6d3341e4c3ecd2e4a263-137.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/ccmconverting.html


Book Review - The Shack by William P. Young

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/BookReviews/shack.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:36 PM]

Mark Lowry (former singer with the Gaithers) – “Well, I finally finished The Shack by William P. Young. The first
five chapters are very hard to read. Very painful. But somewhere around chapter 6, Dorothy lands in Oz and
everything becomes technicolor. I really love this book. It confirmed for me a lot of things I’ve been learning about
God.” From his 2008 Ramblings on his website May 2008.

James Ryle – “If God is all powerful and full of love why doesn’t he do something about all the pain and suffering in
our world? This book answers that age old question with startling creativity and staggering clarity by far one of the
best books I ever read.” In front section of the book “On what others are saying about  The Shack.” (Mentioned many
times within the Promise Keeper fiasco on BDM and in the article, Interesting Information About “Promise Keepers”:

 
James Ryle, Pastor of one of the Vineyard churches which supports the "Toronto Experience," along with other
"signs and wonders," Pastor to PK Founder Bill McCartney, Ryle himself recently participated in a service
making animal noises from the pulpit (this is one of the Toronto manifestations) “There are waves of tear-
wiping laughter. Ryle makes sound effects, including some animal noises. He snaps his fingers, bangs the
podium, paces and tells how God will appear here in suit of fire, oil, water. "You will feel! And the glory of the
Lord will put you down!”   (From the Washington Post 11/18/95)

Eugene Peterson – Author of the perversion of scripture called The Message

Christianity Today Magazine – The Shack received a positive review 7/10/2008 in Fiction for the Faith-Starved, while
acknowledging many Christian publishers rejected The Shack “…ostensibly for being too theologically edgy…” they
also praise its emotional story and state:

Despite its weaknesses, this is a story with the potential to wake readers up, to rekindle or reinvigorate their
faith. In an era when so much Christian fiction is about pat answers, conventional themes, and the
regurgitation of what we already know and believe, such stories are good news for thoughtful readers.

Not a word of about the heresy, blasphemy and gross error just excusing it as a “novel” See BDM warning on
Christian Fantasy.    

Other links to reviews warning of the deception of this book and more:

Deceived by a counterfeit “Jesus” The twisted "truths" of The Shack & A Course in Miracles -By Berit Kjos -
February 14, 2008
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/08/shack.htm

The Consequence of Role-Reversals in The Shack – Parts 1 & 2 The Divine-Human Relationship - By Pastor Larry
DeBruyn
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/08/discernment/8-31-role-reversals-shack.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/08/discernment/9-5-role-reversals-shack-2.htm

The Emerging (Global) Church – Numerous links to articles related to where The Shack gets many of its endorsements
and the growing danger of the “Emergent Church Movement”

Contemplative Mysticism – Exposing the danger of this sort of imagination and visualization.

 

Biblical Discernment Ministries - 2/2009
By Kathy Beardsley

http://www.wayoflife.org/database/opposedtoccm.html
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/holylaugh.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/Bible_studies/Message.html
http://www.crossroad.to/Bible_studies/Message.html
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/fantasy.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/08/shack.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/08/discernment/8-31-role-reversals-shack.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/08/discernment/9-5-role-reversals-shack-2.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/charts/new-spirituality.htm
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/contemplativeheader.html


Book Review - The Shack by William P. Young

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/BookReviews/shack.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:36 PM]

HOME NOTEBOOK MAIL



Left Behind?

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/lbehind.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:37 PM]

“The Left Behind Series” – Book  Review
By Pastor Kevin Beier, Bible Believer's Baptist Church of Custer, South Dakota
Updated 2/3/2000 - Jump to update "click here"

 Are you left behind? Unfortunately the majority of professing Christianity is left behind. I am not referring to
being left behind in the rapture, (although I would not be surprised if many in professing Christianity are), but rather
being left behind in the mad scramble to learn more about ‘The Tribulation Force” and their endeavor to expose the
Antichrist and bring the word to Jesus Christ as it is being described in the Left Behind series by Tim LaHaye and
Jerry Jenkins.

 I do not want to be labeled hypocritical, so let me first confess to the fact that I have read the first four books in the
series. Quite honestly, the story line in the series is very interesting and exciting. But who would have thought
otherwise? Any time someone writes using the Bible as their source to entertain, the supernatural events described in
Scripture tend to interest people. Most people want nothing to do with the Bible or the God of the Bible, but have no
reservations about being entertained by someone who writes about the Bible. Hollywood figured that out years ago.
Stories about the Bible make big bucks.

 I have asked myself a number of times why folks detest the Bible so much, but love books about the Bible. Maybe it
is because the Bible reveals to you who you really are and demands a change and that into the image of Jesus Christ.
Who likes to be convicted about sin? However, books about the Bible tend to be a little easier on the ego and
conscience, so of course men are going to like books about the Book instead of the Book Itself!

 While I found myself being enthralled by the story-line in the books. I also found myself wondering, with such a
golden opportunity for LaHaye and Jenkins to very clearly outline the gospel of Jesus Christ to many who will read the
series but would not let a soul-winner tell them the same, why is the sound gospel of the grace of God so obscure,
to the point of being absent from the books?! At the very least it seems that the plan of salvation could be given at
the end or beginning of each book so that those who are lost might know how not to be left behind. True that there are
instances in the book of some of the characters giving a brief testimony to salvation, but even those are so weak that if
a person were not looking for and familiar with God’s plan of salvation they would never know how to be born again.
How do I know this to be true? A lady I work with is reading the first book. I saw her with the book and asked how
she liked it. She asked if I had read it and then said, “It is good science fiction.” She is a Roman Catholic. When I tried
to explain that it was supposed to be based upon Biblical facts, she responded with surprise. I continued to talk with
her about the content of the book to see if she had picked-up on the plan of salvation. Nothing. Praise the Lord that I
was able to give her the gospel and explain to her that the book, while being thrilling, could not replace the Word of
God which pleads with sinners to repent and turn to Jesus Christ for salvation. But what if I hadn’t told her of
Jesus? The book certainly did not!

But there is another problem. With such a vast range of readers, LaHaye and Jenkins are forced to be very careful not
to offend people who might see things a little differently. And that when the Bible is clear that the gospel is an offence
to those who are lost, yet is to be spoken anyway. So to help with the size of the target market, I mean to keep from
offending people. there must be little gems like the Pope being raptured with the church! Now come on! Anyone
who understands the Scriptures and what a Roman Catholic believes, knows that a person cannot believe what that
“church” teaches and the Pope stands for and be saved. It is impossible. So LaHaye and Jenkins help Chuck Colson,
Billy Graham, Charles Stanley and the rest of the closet liberals to further blur the clear line of demarcation between
true Christianity and apostate Christianity.

 I am sure that many will argue that the books are able to get into the homes of many people who normally would not
let a Christian come into their home and teach the Bible. True. But of what practical use is a book that does not and
cannot convict of sin and show the need for a Saviour in the home of a lost man? What good is it if people know
facts about the Scriptures, like the rapture and the wrath of God, but never know how to use it in their lives? Isn’t that
one of the primary problems with today’s “Christianity?” Too many people are becoming familiar with Bible and
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not familiar with the God of the Bible. A man can know the Bible upside down and backwards, but if he has not the
new birth and the Spirit of God to teach him how to receive the Word of God, all of his Bible knowledge is in vain
and worthless. There is a movement of looking and acting like a Christian, as it is outlined by the liberal apostates who
promote CCM (Contemporary Christian Music) [from worldly sounding pop to heavy metal rock and rap],  the ECT
accord (Evangelicals and Catholics Together) [an accord that compromises our faith], and WWJD (What Would Jesus
Do) [Fad trinkets], without being a Christian. What a difference! [Editor's note: Items in blue underline linked to
articles on the subject.]

What about the fact that two of the characters in the books, Chloe and Amanda are established as Bible teachers when
the Bible forbids such a practice, (1 Timothy 2:12)? Is that just a minor doctrinal difference that is to be overlooked?
Or the fact that three of the primary characters in the books, Chloe, Amanda, and Rayford are saved after the rapture,
when 2 Thessalonians 2:11 declares that God will send strong delusion to those who heard the gospel but had pleasure
in unrighteousness that they should believe a lie. ---In the book all three of these characters took pleasure in their
unrighteousness, so what are the odds of them really getting saved? None!  Are we going to take the teaching of
(Catholic) purgatory and change it to an earthly purgatory where those who are left behind (like these characters) are
allowed the second chance? If so, then no wonder the gospel is so obscure in the books. Why offend people who will
buy the books if they have a second chance after the rapture?! What’s more important here anyway?!

[Editor's note: The Bible makes it clear ALL those who take pleasure in unrighteousness are damned! The book
series gives hope for these characters where there is none for their kind!] 
2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 "And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."

The Left Behind series by LaHaye and Jenkins are very well written. If you like excitement, intrigue, and suspense
these are the books for you. But, if you are concerned about rightly dividing the word of truth, taking a bold
stand for Jesus Christ and His gospel. and/or the salvation of your friends and loved ones, I suggest reading
your King James Bible and buying a copy for someone else. After all, the same events found in the Left Behind
series are found in the Bible and you don’t even have to wait for the next book in the series to come out to find out
what happens next. It’s all in one volume! Oh, and after you spend eighty dollars on God’s Book (and it should be
less), it can be read again and again with something new for you every time.

Editor's notes:
After looking over the website dedicated to promoting the "Left Behind" series much of what Pastor Beier points out is
evident.  The website, like the book, says almost nothing about the eternal Hell that awaits those that are truly left
behind, it openly promotes the CCM with links to music done by the likes of rocking and rapping DC Talk and more. 
Beyond this the site advertises they are in production of "Left Behind--The Movie!!!"  A look at who is producing this
movie was enough to make me cringe!

From: http://www.leftbehind-themovie.com/leftbehindmoverdrivers.html   (This site no longer active)
Joe Goodman, Producer - "...he has co-produced two TV movies, including "Every Mother’s Worst Fear" (USA
Network) and "Can of Worms" (Disney Channel). He has two more TV movies in development, "Rock a Byte Baby"
(Showtime) and "Twas the Night Before..." (CBS)."

Ralph Winter, Producer - "... a veteran movie producer whose credits include ... "Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered
Country," and "Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home..."  "He has also worked as a producer or Executive Producer on
..."Mighty Joe Young" (Disney), "Inspector Gadget" (Disney), "Hackers" (UA), "The Puppet Masters" (Disney),
"Hocus Pocus" (Disney), "Captain Ron" (Disney), and the upcoming "X-Men."

---I think this makes the point!!! (More on the site referenced) These books are being used by those in Hollywood to
serve the almighty dollar and NOT a Holy God that condemns such endeavors!  I SERIOUSLY doubt the movie
houses are going to open there doors "for free" to let the people be warned!   In light of such facts, it is a Christian's
duty to question the motives of these men.  Pastor Bier demonstrates the lack of truth in this book series, how it
actually comes across as a science fiction and not as the time when Jesus returns for His own!  I suppose it should not
surprise me since I know Tim LaHaye also endorses the corrupt NKJV Bible (he was on the oversight committee) and

http://www.wayoflife.org/database/rccheader.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/rccheader.html
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that he openly promotes the teachings of sicko pervert Sigmund Freud! Look at these three links if you need to know
more:

The New King James Version: Counterfeit 
Tim & Beverly LaHaye General Teachings/Activities 
Temperament Analysis/ Personality Typing - Christian or Psycho-Occult?

Christians ---take heed! The popularity of this book series should an alarm to you! If those reading it believe it they
may never listen to the true Gospel that calls sinners to repentance!  Preachers, mark and avoid this book series in your
churches!

Romans 16:17-18
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned; and avoid them.  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple."

Titus 1:9-11
"Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to
convince the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the
circumcision:  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not,
for filthy lucre's sake."

Pastor Kevin Beier can be reached at the following address:
Pastor Kevin Beier

PO Box 441
Custer,  South Dakota 57730

An Update From Pastor Kevin Beier:

As a response to those who have questioned where I found the reference to the Pope being raptured in the book series
Left Behind, the following information should be helpful.   On page 53 of book number two, The Tribulation Force,
the book says,

“Most interesting to Buck was the interpretation of the event on the part of other churchmen. A lot of Catholics were
confused, because while many remained, some had disappeared-including the new pope, who had been installed just a
few months before the vanishings.”

The book then goes on to make reference to the teachings of the pope being more toward the “heresy” of Martin
Luther than the historic Roman Catholic position. I would give the benefit of the doubt to Jenkins and LaHaye and say
that they intended for people to understand that Roman Catholic doctrine does not allow for Biblical salvation.
However, I cannot. There are still two problems showing why:

 1)  Mother Teresa was raptured in the first book, Left Behind, on page 319. Now we all know who Mother Teresa was
and that she was a “good Catholic,” i.e. she believed in a works salvation.

2) The notion that the pope was raptured smacks of the current issues of ECT and the thinking that Pope John Paul II
is a revolutionary pope who is in favor of Roman Catholics studying their Bibles and even his giving lip service to
being in basic agreement on salvation with Evangelicals.

Neither of these is true. He may tell them to study their Bibles, but he still teaches that if they disagree with the
doctrines of “Holy Mother Church” they are wrong and need to do penance for following false doctrine. What good is
studying your Bible if you are not allowed to follow your own, Holy Spirit guided conclusions? Furthermore, the
Roman Church IS NOT in agreement with Biblical salvation by grace through faith alone.

http://www.av1611.org/nkjv.html
http://www.av1611.org/nkjv.html
file:///D:/Users/Dad/Documents/My Web Sites/mysite/Beardsley Ministry/bdm/exposes/lahaye/general.htm
file:///D:/Users/Dad/Documents/My Web Sites/mysite/Beardsley Ministry/bdm/exposes/lahaye/general.htm
file:///D:/Users/Dad/Documents/My Web Sites/mysite/Beardsley Ministry/bdm/Psychology/temper.htm


Left Behind?

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/lbehind.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:37 PM]

  Many men and women who keep up with the movement and positions of the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church
prove the false teachings are STILL being taught!

[From Webmaster] Look at these other links for more information on why anyone claiming to be Christian must
abandon the Roman Catholic church: http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Cults/Catholicism/

  Again, these books boil down to good old-fashioned COMPROMISE! Jenkins and LaHaye have adopted the
philosophy that it is okay to tone-down truth to keep from offending people and to broaden the target market of
readers.

  The Bible plainly says that Jesus is an offense, (Romans 9:32-33). Moreover, those who teach and preach the
untarnished, pure, and straightforward Word of God never have been and never will be popular: and that doesn’t work
when you are trying to sell your books and tapes.

Someone once said, “It is never right to do wrong to get a chance to do right.” Just stick with God’s truth no matter
what people say or how they feel about it. God never changes His truth. Should we?

Return To Our Home Page

file:///D:/Users/Dad/Documents/My Web Sites/mysite/Beardsley Ministry/bdm/Cults/Catholicism/
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The Passion of the Christ - a Film by Mel Gibson*

Exodus 20:4-6 -- Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth below, or that is in the water under the
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love
me, and keep my commandments.

Mel Gibson’s Film: THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST
March 26, 2004 (David Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Information Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061,
fbns@wayoflife.org). [Revised from 2/06, 2/20, 2/27, 3/2, 3/3, March 7-8, and 3/12 reports.)] (Specifically, see
Cloud’s 3/02/04 FBIS titled, “More About Mel Gibson’s Movie,” for a detailed, comprehensive response to those who
would recommend seeing the film. See also Cloud's 3/8/04 FBIS titled, “Errors in Mel Gibson’s Movie: Do We Have
Artistic License?,” for a listing of the things in Gibson’s movie that are added to, are contrary to, and are heretical to
the Bible account.)
Hollywood actor-director Mel Gibson’s controversial film on the death of Christ proved popular among Christians
even before its February 25th release date. The graphic, $30 million film (plus an additional $15 million in marketing
costs), The Passion of the Christ, depicts Christ’s life from the Garden of Gethsemane to the resurrection. On the one-
month anniversary of its release, the film has grossed more than $300 million in the U.S. and Canada alone (plus
another $11 million overseas). It has become the highest-grossing R-rated film ever (surpassing Matrix Reloaded),
and has already broken into the top ten films of all time. Experts now estimate total gross (before video, DVD sales,
and licensing of merchandise such as books, mugs, t-shirts, and “Jesus nails”) will likely exceed $500 million. One
would also assume that income will be explosive from the heavily Catholicized parts of the world such as South
America, Italy, Slovakia, Ireland, and the Philippines, and from Greek Orthodox strongholds such as Russia. The
movie’s soundtrack is also selling like hotcakes―50,000 CDs sold in the first week, which is huge for soundtracks.
Only the John Williams’ soundtracks for Star Wars I & II sold more in the first week. [The following numbers are
revised for 3/2005 availability: (1) the theater showing of the movie grossed $609 million worldwide; and (2) release
of the DVD/VHS on 8/31/04 sold 4.5 million copies its first day, and an estimated 20 million copies to date
(approximately $560 million in sales!). (Churches purchased the DVD in bulk, some customized with the church’s
name and a personal message.) Gibson’s personal profits from the theater showing and DVD/VHS sales combined are
estimated at over $400 million.]
After a private showing, Billy Graham praised it. Mission America Coalition plans to use the movie for evangelism.
Campus Crusade is promoting it. Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church in southern California purchased 18,000 tickets.
The Evangelical Free Church of Naperville, Illinois, purchased more than 1,000. Two members of Wheaton Bible
Church in Wheaton, Illinois, have offered to buy out two screenings of the movie at a local theater. After Gibson
showed part of the movie to a convention of the Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship, he received a standing
ovation. Afterward, the daughter of the organization’s president laid hands on Gibson and asked Jesus to “bind Satan,

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/BookReviews/movies/Cloud1.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/BookReviews/movies/Cloud2.htm
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bind the press, we ask you, Lord” (Peter Boyer, “The Jesus War,” The New Yorker, 9/15/03). Worship Leader magazine
for 2/04 offers a free guide to Gibson’s movie and says, “There has never been a film like it! Powerful, life changing,
an unprecedented opportunity for evangelism & discipleship.” Robert Schuller of the Crystal Cathedral was given a
private showing and afterward proclaimed, “It’s not your dream, this is God’s dream. He gave it to you, because He
knew you wouldn’t throw it away. Trust Him.” The movie has been recommended by psychologist James Dobson and
by Don Hodel, the current president of Focus on the Family. Ted Haggard, president of the National Association of
Evangelicals, called Gibson “the Michelangelo of this generation.”  The American Tract Society proclaims on its web
site that the movie is “one of the greatest opportunities for evangelism in 2,000 years.” Teen Mania says at least
3,000 youth leaders have bought kits that instruct young people in how to use the film to bring their friends to
accept Christ. The Catholic League purchased 1,200 tickets at $9.75 apiece and will make them available to members
for $5. The film was shown to members of the Vatican Secretariat of State, the Pontifical Council for Social
Communications, and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and all of them expressed unanimous
appreciation and approval. A positive review of the movie is making the rounds via e-mail under the name “Paul
Harvey’s Comments on The Passion,” but it was actually written by Roman Catholic apologist Keith Fournier.

Gibson belongs to a Traditionalist Catholic group that performs the mass in Latin, abstains from meat on Fridays,
eschews ecumenism, and other such things that were changed at the Vatican II Council in the 1960s. Gibson built his
own Catholic chapel, called Holy Family, near his California home. During the filming, Gibson attended a Catholic mass
every morning with the misguided desire “to be squeaky clean.” The script was translated into Aramaic and Latin by
Jesuit priest William Fulco. Originally, Gibson did not plan to include even subtitles in English, but he was convinced of
the necessity of this by “evangelicals” who reviewed the film.

What gospel is Mel Gibson trying to preach through this movie? It is the Catholic gospel of sacramentalism. When
asked by a Protestant interviewer if someone can be saved apart from the Roman Catholic Church, Gibson replied,
“There is no salvation for those outside the Church” (The New Yorker, 9/15/03). This was the official teaching of Rome
prior to Vatican II. Also in accordance with Catholic theology, Gibson identifies the Mass with Christ’s sacrifice. He told
Eternal Word Television Network that the “sacrifice of the cross” and “the sacrifice of the altar” are “the same thing”
(EWTNews Feature, 1/13/04).
According to Romanism, Jesus Christ died on the cross and purchased redemption and then delivered this
redemption to the Catholic Church to be distributed to men piecemeal via the seven sacraments. Man cannot receive
eternal salvation directly from Christ through faith; he must approach Christ through the Catholic Church, via baptism,
confirmation, mass, confession to a Catholic priest, etc. The Catholic Church teaches that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross
was not once for all and sufficient, but must be perpetuated in the mass, which is called a non-bloody sacrifice.
Consider this statement from the Vatican II Council: “Hence the Mass, the Lord’s Supper, is at the same time and
inseparably: a sacrifice in which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated … For in it Christ perpetuates in an unbloody
manner the sacrifice offered on the cross, offering himself to the Father for the world’s salvation through the ministry
of priests” (Vatican II Documents, The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Instruction on the Worship of the
Eucharistic Mystery, Introduction, C 1,2, p. 108). The New Catholic Catechism of 1992 said, “The sacrifice of Christ
and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice ... In this divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the Mass, the
same Christ who offered himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained and offered in an
unbloody manner.” The creed of Pope Pius IV, which authoritatively summarized the teaching of the Council of Trent,
stated: “I profess likewise, that in the Mass is offered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living
and the dead; and that, in the most holy sacrifice of the Eucharist, there is truly, really, and substantially, the body
and blood, together with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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The movie is not based solely on the Bible, but also on the visions of Roman Catholic nun-mystics St. Anne Catherine
Emmerich and Mary of Agreda: [The following endorsement of Emmerich is more than just problematic; Gibson’s
endorsement has caused many to rush out and buy her book. In February of 2004 alone -- 17,000 copies sold --
versus 3,000 copies for the entire 2003 calendar year.]

(1) Of the visions of Emmerich, Gibson said, “She supplied me with stuff I never would have thought of”
(The New Yorker, 9/15/03). Anne Catherine Emmerich (1774-1824) was a German nun who allegedly had
the stigmata or wounds of Christ in her body. Emmerich supposedly “had the use of reason from her
birth and could understand liturgical Latin from her first time at Mass.” During the last 12 years of her
life, she allegedly ate no food except the wafer of the Catholic mass. Her visions on the life of Christ were
published in 1824 under the title The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. They are still
in print and were consulted by Gibson. An advertisement for Emmerich’s Life of the Virgin Mary says,
“This book is filled with unusual, saintly descriptions that are not recorded in the Gospel story—
descriptions that supplement and illustrate the Biblical narrative in a way that makes the actual Scripture
passages truly come alive.” Thus, these alleged visions go beyond the Bible. According to Emmerich’s
visions, Protestants also go to purgatory, but they suffer more than Catholics because no one prays for
them or offers masses for them. She taught that it is more holy to pray for souls in purgatory than for
sinners who are still alive. Her deceptive visions on the suffering of Christ describe His scourging and
crucifixion in great detail, giving many “facts” which do not appear in Scripture. For example, she claimed
that Christ “quivered and writhed like a poor worm” and that He “cried in a suppressed voice, and a
clear, sweet-sounding wailing” as He was being beaten. She even claimed that Christ “glanced at His
torturers, and sued for mercy.” She also claimed that Jesus suffered from a wound on his shoulder more
than any other.

(2) Mary of Agreda (1602-1665) was also a Catholic nun and visionary mystic. Her entire family entered
monasteries and convents in 1618, which means that her mother and father disobeyed 1 Corinthians 7
and separated for the sake of the Catholic church. She was given to trances and even claimed that she
could leave her body and teach people in foreign lands. Her book The Mystical City of God is about Mary.
Like the visions of Anne Catherine Emmerich, those of Mary of Agreda go far beyond the Bible. For
example, she claimed that though Joseph ate meat, Jesus and Mary seldom did.

Not surprisingly, therefore, Gibson’s film contains errors when judged by the Biblical account. It is, indeed, a Catholic
movie. For example, in the Garden of Gethsemane, the devil is depicted with Christ, whereas the Bible says nothing
about this. After Christ’s arrest and as He is being escorted to the high priest’s residence, He is beaten, knocked
down, and thrown off a bridge. After Christ is whipped, Mary gets down on her knees and wipes up the blood. Mary
is depicted as accompanying Christ all of the way to the cross and basically enduring the suffering with Him. On the
way to the cross, Jesus tells Mary, “Behold I make all things new.” As Jesus falls on the way to the cross, there is a
flashback to His childhood, when He supposedly fell and Mary ran to pick Him up. Mary is depicted as holding Jesus in
her arms when He is taken down from the cross. The apostles address Mary as “Mother” throughout the movie. Mary
is even depicted with supernatural powers. One man who saw the movie described the following scene: “Mary was
walking across a stone courtyard and then stopped and went prostrate on the ground, placing her ear to the stones.
The camera went down, as if through the earth, and showed Jesus hanging in chains from the stone ceiling of a jail
cell. Jesus felt Mary’s presence, and looked up at her, as if to see her through the stones.” In another scene, “Mary is
watching Jesus being flogged and Jesus in turn looks to Satan who is standing amongst the Roman soldiers holding
what looks like (for lack of a better description) a pale oversized retarded or demonic baby that mocks and laughs at
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Jesus.” (See the 3/8/04 FBIS titled, “Errors in Mel Gibson's Movie: Do We Have Artistic License?, for a complete listing
of Gibson’s errors and heresies in this movie.)
Then there is the relentless torture itself, which goes far beyond what the Bible depicts. One movie reviewer rightly
observed that if Jesus had actually been treated as described in Mel Gibson’s movie, He would have been dead long
before He reached the cross! The film is rated “R” precisely because of its violence. The scourging and crucifixion are
shown in great detail. In fact, it goes far, far beyond the Biblical account. In his review of the film, Roger Friedman
observed:

“But the real problem with ‘The Passion’ is that it is graphic beyond belief, and unrelenting. How anyone
will be able to sit through this thing is the real mystery. There is blood, blood, everywhere. The violence
toward Jesus is sadistic and grotesque. Basically, the entire second half of the film is spent watching Jesus
endure physical torture never before seen in a movie. By the time it’s done, actor James Caviezel’s body
is a map of bloody rivers and lakes with craters of flesh excised from his torso. Is this disgusting? You
bet. It’s also puzzling, because what Gibson hasn’t done in ‘The Passion’ is explain his love of Christ or his
own passion or devotion. We have no idea why Christ is so reviled by the Jews, what he’s done to earn
their anger, or what he’s done to earn Gibson’s respect. From the moment the film begins, Jesus is simply
a target for unbridled, unrestrained bloodlust. Yes, we get to see the nails driven through him, blood
spurting in every direction, skin being torn in the process. Is there anything that’s learned by witnessing
this enactment? I wish I could say there was, but there isn’t. IT’S SIMPLE BRUTALITY, WITH A HARD ROCK
MUSIC TRACK PLAYING IN THE BACKGROUND” (Fox News, 2/25/04).

Contrary to Gibson’s Catholic movie, the Bible does not focus on the violence of the crucifixion. Following is how the
Bible describes the crucifixion:

“... and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor
took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped
him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his
head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail,
King of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. And after that
they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him
away to crucify him. And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they
compelled to bear his cross. And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a
place of a skull, they gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he
would not drink. And they crucified him ...” (Matt. 27:26-35).

Thus we see that the Bible does not linger on the details of Christ’s suffering. The Bible’s description is not R-rated.
(See Note at the end of this report.) While it is true that “by his stripes we are healed” (Is. 53:5), this does not mean
that salvation came through Christ’s beating. The focus of the Scriptures is not upon Christ’s suffering, but upon Him
being made sin in the sinner’s place. It was not Christ’s suffering in itself that made the atonement; it was our sin
being laid upon Christ during His suffering. That is why Christ cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” God laid the sins of the world upon Christ. That is what has made our salvation possible. “For he hath made
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Further, it was not Christ’s suffering in general that made the atonement; it was precisely His blood and death. “Much
more then, being now justified BY HIS BLOOD, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God BY THE DEATH of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
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his life” (Rom. 5:9, 10).

Jim Caviezel, who plays Jesus in the Gibson film, is also a staunch Roman Catholic. He prayed to St. Genesius of Arles
and St. Anthony of Padua for help in his acting career. He has visited Medjugorje to witness the site where Mary
allegedly appeared to six young people. One of the things that Mary allegedly told them is that the pope “should
consider himself as the father of all people and not only the Christians.” Caviezel said, “This film is something that I
believe was made by Mary for her Son” (Interview with Jim and Kerri Caviezel by Catholic priest Mario Knezovic,
Radio “Mir” Medjugorje, December 2003). Caviezel also said that his goal with the movie is to “bring mankind back
together.” Caviezel said that he was given “a piece of the true cross, which he kept with him all of the time during
the filming of the movie. He also had relics of “Padre Pio, St. Anthony of Padoua, Ste Maria Goretti, and saint
Denisius, the Patron saint of Actors.” 
On a recent visit to Rome, Caviezel said that it is important to fight evil “through the power of the rosary.” He said
this following attendance at a mass at the Church of San Giovanni (“Under the make-up, a man of faith,” Asianews,
March 20, 2004). This is the church that has the following words carved in Latin prominently on the front marble
face: “Most Holy Lateran Church, Mother and Mistress of All Churches of the City and the World.” This is also the
home of the tomb of Pope Innocent III, who was a great persecutor of those who refused to accept Roman doctrine
and, in fact, was one of the fathers of the horrible, centuries-long inquisition. When asked how he acted the part of
Jesus, Caviezel told the Catholic Zenit news service: “I began with the rosary, the rosary led me to confession,
confession led me to the Mass, every day, and always when I have the Eucharist in my body, I feel more like being in
Christ.”
Moreover, The Passion of the Christ is intimately associated with the moral vileness of those involved in its
production. Monica Bellucci, the actress who plays Mary Magdalene in Gibson’s movie, is a famous pornography star
in Italy (“The Passion of the Christ: An International Hoax”), and she has also played in R-rated movies in the States.
She posed for the 2001 GQ Italia Totally Nude calendar, and she has appeared in the nude or nearly nude in many
movies, including Irreversible, Melena, Brotherhood of the Wolf (a Dracula movie), and Under Suspicion. Describing the
film Irreversible, a professional movie reviewer says it “makes pure pornography look pretty appealing in comparison.”
The reviewer, Steve Rhodes, said it should be rated X, and based on his reviews of other films, it is obvious that he is
no “prude.” The movie has a ten minute anal rape scene featuring Bellucci, which is “complete with penetration shots
and depictions of sodomy.” The Society for the Promotion of Community Standards gave this warning about Bellucci’s
Irreversible: “Premiered at last years Cannes Film Festival, Irreversible proved so shocking that 250 people walked out,
some needing medical attention,” and described the movie as “hard-core pornography.” 
Two of the other actresses in Gibson’s Jesus movie have pornographic photos plastered all over the Internet: Rosita
Celentano, who plays Satan; and Claudia Gerini, who plays Pilate’s wife. Maia Morgenstern, who plays Jesus’ mother
Mary in the film, also starred in a vile, sexually provocative 1997 Hungarian movie entitled The Witman Boys.  Finally,
John Debney  wrote the rock ‘n’ roll music score to the film, the same man who wrote the rock score for the
blasphemous movie Bruce Almighty.
Much more could be said along these lines about other actors in The Passion of the Christ, but instead we need look
no further than the producer himself. Mel Gibson has made millions, some of it used to finance this movie, through
his roles in R-rated films that have contributed significantly to the moral debasement of society, such as Mad Max,
Braveheart, Payback, and the extremely violent Lethal Weapon series. In the latter, Gibson played a rogue policeman
who excels in violence. Most of his movies are filled with foul language and profanity, including those he has made
during the past 12 years since, according to his own testimony, he has been dreaming about making The Passion of
the Christ. The Payback movie, for example, contained, according to one reviewer, at least 94 instances of cursing
(including the most vile words) and filthy language, and used the name of the Lord in vain. Gibson also starred in the
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sexually debauched 2000 film What Women Want. In this movie, Gibson played “a character named Nick, whose goal
in life was to bed all the women his lustful heart desired.” One Christian reviewer summarized Gibson’s movies as
follows: “The legacy of Mel Gibson has been sexual immorality, profanity, coarse jesting, extreme violence and
vigilantism” (Joseph Herrin, “The Passion of Mel Gibson”).
Gibson says that a major message of his film is tolerance. In an interview with Rachel Abramowitz of the Los Angeles
Times (“He’s Bruised, Defiant over Persecution,” 1/15/04), Gibson said, “Now the message he [Christ] brought was
one of peace and love and tolerance—all the messages of tolerance that I put in there, particularly toward the end.”
The message of peace, love, and tolerance is NOT exactly the message that Jesus Christ preached. He did exemplify
the greatest love known to mankind, but He also proclaimed Himself as the only Lord and Saviour, that no man can
come unto God except through Him (Jn. 10:7, 8; 14:6). He preached frequently on eternal hellfire, warning that all
men will go there unless they are born again through faith in Him (Jn. 3; Mat. 25:46). He warned that men will be
judged in every area of their lives, even every idle word (Mat. 12:36). He warned that He did not come to bring peace
to the earth but division and a sword (Mat. 10:34; Lk. 12:51). — No message of tolerance here.   
Besides all the other problems with the movie, our main concern is the idolatry involved. We believe that it is
idolatrous to depict the Lord Jesus Christ in pictures and films. (See the next review.) The law of God forbids man to
make any likeness of God. The Jesus in Mel Gibson’s movie is depicted in the typical fashion with long hair, whereas
the Bible is clear that Jesus would not have worn long hair (1 Cor. 11:14). Gibson got his inspiration for the long-
haired Jesus from the Shroud of Turin. He attempted to re-create the face depicted on the Shroud. 

Man has no divine authority to do this type of thing. It is presumptuous in the extreme for a fallen man to attempt to
portray the holy, sinless, eternal Son of God. As for Christ’s deity, that would be impossible to depict, and even His
humanity is not depicted properly in this film. The only thing the Bible tells us about Christ’s earthly appearance is the
following statement from Isaiah: “he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). Further, we know that Jesus Christ was a Jewish man. Thus, whatever Jesus
looked like, he certainly DID NOT look like the tall, blond, and handsome Caucasian Hollywood movie star that plays
the part in Gibson’s film!

Note the following warning about depictions of Christ from former Catholic priest Richard Bennett: 

“Creating a visual representation of the Lord Jesus, by definition, is to portray ‘another Jesus.’ The Lord
Jesus in His Person, character, and work is divine and perfect. No Savior other than the One proclaimed
in Scripture is permissible. Those who claim they are only depicting the humanity of Jesus Christ fall into
the grievous heresy of Nestorius, as they wrongly attempt to divide the humanity from the deity of
Christ, ending up with idols produced by the imaginations of their own hearts. The Lord God gave
believers a Wordbook, not a picture book. ... The visual works of a man’s devising, for all their emotional
power, are too dull a tool to bring to the individual conviction of sin and the explicit Gospel of grace that
the Written Word and the truth preached bring.”

“But this fact notwithstanding, a three-dimensional image of Christ is not only allowed by official Catholic
teaching, but it is also to be venerated. The Vatican states, ‘Basing itself on the mystery of the incarnate
Word, the seventh ecumenical council at Nicaea (787) justified … the veneration of icons — of Christ, but
also of the Mother of God, the angels, and all the saints.’ The temptation to replace the biblical Lord with
a visible Christ dominates Catholic nations across of the world. Men calling themselves Christian are now
beginning to accept it. A figure one can touch, see, wear on jewelry, and is visible in statues and on a
crucifix, is identified as an object through which one can approach God and learn of Him. Yet the
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Scripture clearly states that ‘there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus.’ The Lord God is approachable only through the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. But as the bleeding
Savior of Gibson’s passion is presented to the world, this fact seems thrown aside. We ask, then, what
worse blasphemy could there be than depicting with an image the Lord God who condemns images?
Evangelical leaders, by endorsing this Catholic film, further solidify the image of the counterfeit Christ
upon the minds of many” (Richard Bennett and J. Virgil Dunbar, “The Passion of Christ: Mel Gibson’s Vivid
Deception”).

Those supporting this movie are supporting a Roman Catholic producer who preaches a false gospel, and a movie that
is based not only on the Bible, but also on the Mary-centered visions of deluded Catholic mystics. Faith does not
come by seeing; faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).
We close with this warning from Buddy Smith, pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Malanda, Queensland: 

“What might be the results from this movie The Passion of the Christ? (1) There may be a handful of  people
genuinely converted to Christ [but] God does turn the follies of men to His own ends. (2) There will be many
who will be influenced toward Roman Catholicism, especially Mel Gibson’s form of traditional (Latin mass)
brand. (3) The ecumenical movement will receive a great boost as undiscerning Christians miss the subtle
Catholic innuendos of the film, and are motivated to participate in more and more ecumenical meetings. (4)
We will see and hear more and more of the New Evangelical spokesmen (Focus on the Family, Campus
Crusade, Billy Graham, and friends) encouraging interfaith dialogue with Rome. (5) And last, I believe that
those who are ‘converted’ through the film will suffer the ‘birth defects’ of compromise with Rome and
Hollywood through their exposure to both in the ‘film evangelism’ used by the churches to win them.”

_______________________________
[Note: In an interview with conservative radio talk-show host Sean Hannity, Mel Gibson said the Bible is R-rated and
he is considering making a movie about the book of Maccabees. Gibson appeared with Hannity in Las Vegas on March
17, 2004, sponsored by KXNT radio. When asked about the violence of his movie The Passion of the Christ and its R-
rating, Gibson replied, “Well, the Bible is R-rated. I mean it’s the most R-rated book I’ve ever read. There’s murder
and adultery all through it.” While it is true that the Bible describes adultery and murder, it’s descriptions of evil are
not graphic, sensual, or titillating; they are not R-rated in any sense. Gibson also said that the graphic violence of his
movie has made the suffering of Christ “believable now.” It is obvious that he does not understand the divine
authority and power of the Holy Scriptures, nor does he understand that the source of faith is solely the Word of
God. When asked by Hannity what he might be inclined to do next, Gibson responded, “The story that’s always fired
my imagination ... is the Book of Maccabees.” This is an apocryphal book accepted by the Roman Catholic Church as
authoritative. We wonder if the Protestants and Baptists who have given uncritical support to Gibson and his Jesus
movie will follow him on his next jaunt. They have much of the credit for the wealth that is pouring into his pockets,
the funds that will enable him to continue supporting his traditionalist Catholic faith with donations and by new
movies.]

Five Reasons Not to Go See The Passion of the Christ
by Andrew J. Webb

On February 25, 2004, Icon films will be releasing Mel Gibson’s much anticipated film The Passion of the Christ. The
date of the release was deliberately chosen to coincide with the Roman Catholic holy day of Ash Wednesday, and is
indicative of the fact that for Gibson, his film was more of a work of devotion than a money making enterprise. In an
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interview on the Roman Catholic Television Network EWTN, Gibson candidly stated why this movie is so different
from all his others, “It reflects my beliefs―I’ve never done that before.”1 He is also quite open about his desire to
see his movie used for worldwide evangelism. Many noted Evangelicals, including James Dobson and Billy Graham,
have also come forward to endorse The Passion of the Christ and recommend its use as a teaching tool. Currently,
The Passion of the Christ is riding a groundswell of nationwide support from both Evangelicals and Roman Catholics,
with many well-known Evangelical congregations, such as church growth guru Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church,
which purchased 18,000 tickets at seven theatres, doing everything they can to ensure that The Passion of the Christ
will be a smash hit amongst Christians and “seekers.” Expressing a widely held view amongst the film’s supporters,
Lisa Wheeler, associate editor of Catholic Exchange, a Web portal dedicated to Catholic evangelism, told the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, “It’s the best evangelization opportunity we’ve had since the actual death of Jesus.”2

But should Evangelicals be supporting The Passion of the Christ and endorsing its use as an Evangelism tool? Is this
really the best evangelization opportunity we’ve had since the actual death of Jesus?3 After careful consideration, my
conclusion is an unequivocal “No.” Here then are five reasons why I believe Evangelicals should not see or
recommend The Passion of the Christ.

1) Its Origins: Even though Evangelicals are promoting The Passion of the Christ, it is not an Evangelical movie. As Mel
Gibson, a devout Roman Catholic put it so well, “It reflects my beliefs.” The Passion of the Christ is a Roman Catholic
movie, made by a Roman Catholic director, with Roman Catholic theological advisers, which gained the endorsement
of Pope John Paul II (who said after viewing it, “It is as it was.”4) The Passion of the Christ has already proven its
effectiveness as an evangelism tool in producing Catholic conversions and encouraging Catholic devotion:

“In his first nationally broadcast interview about his starring role in Mel Gibson’s much-anticipated film The
Passion of the Christ, James Caviezel―Gibson’s Jesus―detailed on Friday the ordeal of filming the Crucifixion
scenes, noting that the overall experience prompted many in the crew to convert to Catholicism.”

Noting the amount of conversions due to the movie, he said the experience of filming Christ’s story “really changed
people’s lives.” Caviezel recalled telling Gibson, “I think it’s very important that we have mass every day―at least I
need that to play this guy. … I felt if I was going to play him I needed [the sacrament] in me. So [Gibson] provided
that.”5

2) Its Script: Although it is widely thought that the script for the movie is based entirely on the gospel according to
John, this is NOT the case. The script for The Passion of the Christ contains much extrabiblical material, and is based in
part on a mystical Roman Catholic devotional work by an 18th century German Nun (Anne Emmerich) entitled The
Dolorous Passion of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Gibson stated on EWTN that reading Emmerich’s book was his
primary inspiration for making the movie. By introducing extrabiblical elements, not only does The Passion of the
Christ change some of the theological emphases of the Biblical account of Christ’s crucifixion, but it will also create a
false impression amongst the very “seekers” that Evangelicals are trying to reach, i.e., that things were said and done
at the crucifixion that did not actually happen. For Evangelicals, who would feel very uncomfortable with a version of
the Bible that put words into the mouth of Christ, to endorse a movie that does the very same thing seems
hopelessly inconsistent.
The script for The Passion of the Christ not only adds things that didn’t occur in the Bible, it cuts out other things that
did. The most widely known example of this is the important declaration, “His blood be on us and on our children.”
(Matthew 27:25) [This was removed from the film after considerable pressure from the Jewish Anti-Defamation
League.]
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The script for The Passion of the Christ was translated into Aramaic and Latin by “Father” William Fulco, an old friend
of Mel Gibson’s. This was not done for reasons of making it more authentic.6 The language decisions in The Passion
of the Christ were made for theological reasons:

“It is crucial to realize that the images and language at the heart of The Passion of Christ flow directly out of
Gibson’s personal dedication to Catholicism in one of its most traditional and mysterious forms―the 16th-
century Latin Mass.”

“I don’t go to any other services,” the director told the Eternal Word Television Network. “I go to the old Tridentine
Rite. That’s the way that I first saw it when I was a kid. So I think that that informs one’s understanding of how to
transcend language. Now, initially, I didn’t understand the Latin. ... But I understood the meaning and the message
and what they were doing. I understood it very fully and it was very moving and emotional and efficacious, if I may
say so.” The goal of the movie is to shake modern audiences by brashly juxtaposing the “sacrifice of the cross with
the sacrifice of the altar―which is the same thing,” said Gibson. This ancient union of symbols and sounds has never
lost its hold on him. There is, he stressed, “a lot of power in these dead languages.” Thus, the seemingly bizarre
choice of Latin and Aramaic was actually part of the message.7

The script of The Passion of the Christ was specifically intended to link the crucifixion of Christ with what Roman
Catholics believe is the re-sacrificing of Christ that occurs in the mass. Gibson’s intent is to show us that the sacrifice
of the cross and the sacrifice of the altar (the mass) are the same thing. Protestant Evangelicals have historically
rejected the idea that Christ can be sacrificed again and again, and declared it “abominable.”  Speaking of the
concept that the Crucifixion and the mass is the same thing, the Protestant Westminster Confession declares:

“In this sacrament, Christ is not offered up to his Father; nor any real sacrifice made at all, for remission
of sins of the quick or dead; but only a commemoration of that one offering up of himself, by himself,
upon the cross, once for all: and a spiritual oblation of all possible praise unto God, for the same: so that
the popish sacrifice of the mass (as they call it) is most abominably injurious to Christ’s one, only
sacrifice, the alone propitiation for all the sins of his elect.”8

3) Its Theology: Gibson’s comment about the sacrifice of the altar and the sacrifice of the cross shows the
indispensable link in this movie between the Catholic view of Christ’s sacrifice and the portrayal of the Crucifixion in
The Passion of the Christ. The fact that Evangelicals have uncritically endorsed it speaks volumes about how far the
Evangelical Protestant understanding of Christ’s death and the related subject of Justification have slipped since the
Reformation. In Roman Catholic theology, the intense physical suffering of Christ’s Crucifixion is the focus along with
the emphasis on physical sacrifice. This is one of the reasons why in Roman Catholic iconography we have so much
imagery related to Christ’s physical pain and that crucifixes show him still suffering on the cross. This emphasis on
Christ’s physical agony is repeated in Roman Catholic devotional material, prayers, and, of course, in The Passion of
the Christ. The theology of the Bible, however, points out to us that the grand importance of Christ’s crucifixion lay
not in His physical suffering, but in His once for all propitiation of God’s wrath (1 John 4:10). Lest we forget, the
greatest torment that Christ experienced on the cross was not caused by the nails driven into His flesh, but in His
being made “sin for us” and vicariously suffering the righteous punishment of the Father in our place. Even the worst
physical torments inflicted by the Sanhedrin and the Romans upon Jesus were nothing by comparison to the anguish
of having the sins of the world laid upon Him and Him making full satisfaction for them. Satisfying the justice of the
Romans on a cross was comparatively easy; thousands of condemned men and women, including Spartacus and
several of the Apostles, did that, but only Christ could satisfy the justice of God.
 
The sacrifice of Christ was a glorious event in which, in accordance with God’s plan, full satisfaction for sin was
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procured by Christ on behalf of His people (Acts 2:43). The Passion of the Christ leaves us with a vision of the sacrifice
of Christ that is only dolorous (Dolorous: Full of grief; sad; sorrowful; doleful; dismal) and which puts into sharp relief
the Roman Catholic notion, not only of the importance of Christ’s agony, but that of Mary in “offering her Son.” In an
interview with Zenit, the Roman Catholic News Service, Thomas Rosica, the Catholic priest who oversaw World Youth
Day 2002 and its Way of the Cross through the streets of Toronto, illustrated how The Passion of the Christ, in
keeping with Roman Catholic theology, uses extrabiblical content to massively exaggerate the role of Mary:

“One scene, in particular, was very moving. As Jesus falls on the Way of the Cross, there is a flashback to
his falling on a Jerusalem street as a child, and his mother running out of the house to pick him up. The
interplay of Mary and Jesus in this film is moving, and reaches its apex in the scene of the Pietà. The
Mother of the Lord is inviting each of us to share her grief and behold her Son.”9

This use of extra-biblical material, emphasis on physical suffering, exaggeration of the role of Mary, and explicitly
Roman Catholic theology should not surprise us, as these are all hallmarks of the primary inspiration for this movie:
The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Two examples can illustrate this, particularly concerning
the emphasis on the replacement of physical pain for the far greater agony of sin-bearing:

“‘He will not stretch himself out, but we will help him’; they accompanied these words with the most
fearful oaths and imprecations, and having fastened a rope to his right leg, dragged it violently until it
reached the wood, and then tied it down as tightly as possible. The agony which Jesus suffered from this
violent tension was indescribable; the words ‘My God, my God,’ escaped his lips, and the executioners
increased his pain by tying his chest and arms to the cross, lest the hands should be torn from the
nails.”10

“The hour of our Lord was at last come; his death-struggle had commenced; a cold sweat overspread every
limb. John stood at the foot of the Cross, and wiped the feet of Jesus with his scapular. Magdalen was
crouched to the ground in a perfect frenzy of grief behind the Cross. The Blessed Virgin stood between Jesus
and the good thief, supported by Salome and Mary of Cleophas, with her eyes riveted on the countenance of
her dying Son. Jesus then said: ‘It is consummated’; and, raising his head, cried out in a loud voice, ‘Father,
into thy hands I commend my spirit.’ These words, which he uttered in a clear and thrilling tone, resounded
through heaven and earth; and a moment after, he bowed down his head and gave up the ghost. I saw his
soul, under the appearance of a bright meteor, penetrate the earth at the foot of the Cross. John and the holy
women fell prostrate on the ground.”11 

Emmerich’s book is literally filled with extra-biblical scenes like the two above, and also includes many extra-biblical
sayings of Jesus, which Emmerich says she personally heard in her visions.

4) Its Medium: Many Evangelical Pastors are hailing movies like The Passion of the Christ as part of a new and better
way of spreading the Gospel:

“This is a window of opportunity we have. Here’s a guy who’s putting his money into a movie that has
everything to do with what we do,” said pastor Cory Engel of Harvest Springs Community Church in Great
Falls, Mont. “Churches used to communicate by having a little lecture time on Sunday morning. People
don’t interact that way anymore. Here’s a chance for us to use a modern-day technique to communicate
the truth of the Bible,” the Rev. Engel said.12

It is indeed true that we live in a highly visual and increasingly anti-literate society―one that places a premium on
sound bites and easily assimilated visual imagery. But does this mean that we should abandon preaching in favor of
using movies or dramatic presentations? We need to remember that the last time dramatic presentations replaced
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preaching as the main vehicle by which the truth of the Bible was communicated was during the Middle Ages when
the church refused to allow the translation of the Bible into common languages, and when in place of the preaching
and teaching of God’s Word, the common people were given visual presentations such as Passion Plays, statues,
relics, and icons. These things were designed, like most visual imagery, to play upon the emotions and stimulate a
response; but the ability to evoke an emotional response via imagery or drama is not the same as successfully
transmitting the Gospel. The means that God has ordained for the transmission of the Gospel was neither drama,
imagery, nor even “lectures”―it is preaching. Preaching involves the communication of the Gospel in a way that
patiently convinces, rebukes, exhorts, and teaches (2 Timothy 4:2-4). The Bible teaches us the awesome importance
of preaching and why it cannot be replaced by another medium:

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering
and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” (2 Tim. 4:2-4)

We must preach God’s Word because it always accomplishes the purpose for which it was sent: “For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. For as the
rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth
and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, So shall My word be that goes forth from My
mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which
I sent it.” (Isa.55:9-11)

God does not command us to produce dramatic presentations of Gospel themes, He commands us to preach. Though
this drama option was freely available to the Apostles as they brought the Gospel to cities with amphitheaters and a
long tradition of using the dramatic arts to convey religious and moral themes to the populace, they did not do so.
The wisdom of the Apostolic methodology has been borne out by the fact that it was when the Gospel was being
transmitted primarily by plays and symbolism that true Christianity began to sink under the weight of superstition.
We are in danger of returning to precisely that state of affairs by reviving the teaching methodology of the medieval
church. Even though it was produced in the 21st century, The Passion of the Christ is identical in all critical aspects to
the Passion Plays of the Roman Catholic Church in the Middle Ages.

5) Its Main Character: Billy Graham, in his endorsement of The Passion of the Christ, said, “Every time I preach or
speak about the Cross, the things I saw on the screen will be on my heart and mind.”13 This is unfortunately part of
the problem with all visual representations of Jesus. Although we may intend for them only to have a role in
teaching, they inevitably become part of our worship and adoration. As a result of seeing this film, James Caviezel,
the “Jesus” of The Passion of the Christ, will become the figure countless thousands of people think of when they
worship Jesus Christ. To do this is to fall into the trap of changing “the glory of the incorruptible God into an image
made like corruptible man” (Romans 1:23) and to violate the Second Commandment.

Every visual representation of Jesus is inevitably a lie. There are two main reasons for this.

The first reason why all visual representations of Jesus are lies is because the only wise God went to great lengths not
to leave us with any description of the physical appearance of His Son, lest we fall into the sin of image-making.
Therefore, all of our representations of Jesus are inevitably speculations, usually based upon our own desires. We
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create an image of Jesus that says more about the Jesus we want than the Jesus whom God sent.

For instance, isn’t it remarkable that the Jesus of The Passion of the Christ, as in almost all physical representations of
Christ, is tall, slim, and handsome? Why should not The Son of David (Luke 18:38) have been a relatively small man
like His great ancestor? It never seems to have occurred to most image-makers that Jesus could be relatively short, or
stout, or even have had a receding hairline. This is in spite of the fact that one of the few details the Bible does give
us about Christ’s appearance is that “He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that
we should desire Him” (Isa. 53:2b). The fact that we have any concept of what Jesus looks like, and that Gibson’s
Jesus looks like the traditional Jesus, is a testament to the abiding impact of past iconography. While the Gospels
purposely leave out any description of Jesus that we might use to construct an idol, people have created an image of
Jesus that has become almost an industry standard, and it is solely for that reason, rather than any basis in fact, that
audiences would have been outraged had Gibson cast Danny DeVito and not James Caviezel in the leading role.

The Second reason why all visual representations of Jesus are lies is that they can never hope to represent the glory
of Christ in His true nature. The best an image of Jesus can do is to represent Him as a man, and while Jesus was truly
a man, He was not merely a man. Jesus was also God, and no artist or filmmaker who has ever lived could hope to
create an image that captures the true Glory of Jesus as God. While this may not appear to be a problem to us, the
separation of Christ’s manhood from His deity is actually a grave heresy called Nestorianism.
For the first four centuries of its existence, the church did not use pictures of Jesus as an aid to evangelism. This was
despite the fact that they were bringing the gospel to highly visual cultures that had always used imagery to convey
religious ideas. The initial movements toward making pictures of Christ were initially strongly opposed, and the
practice was formally condemned by the church as late as 753 AD. Sadly, once they had taken hold of the public
imagination, the practice of making visible representations of Christ proved difficult, if not impossible, to eradicate.
Gradually, pictures and dramatic representations of Jesus became quite commonplace in the church. At the time of
the Reformation, Protestants overwhelmingly rejected the practice of making images of Jesus as a clear violation of
the Second Commandment. They also rejected the notion that such images had a necessary role as “textbooks for
the laity,” and then proved that notion false by producing generations of other Protestants well versed in the Word
and familiar with their Savior, though they had never once owned or seen a representation of Him.

Rather than visual imagery, they relied on the preaching of the Word to save souls, and the gospel made great
advances. If we return to the use of imagery and begin endorsing movies like The Passion of the Christ, we will be
returning to the very state of affairs the first Protestants struggled and died to reform. We must not think that
merely endorsing one form of visible representation of Christ will not lead inevitably to others. For instance, it is
impossible to make a coherent argument against the use of the crucifix in teaching the Gospel if we have already
endorsed the use of a movie that portrays the crucifixion. Merely because one display is static and the other moving
does not change their essential nature at all. The Passion of the Christ is, in essence, an animated Crucifix.

In closing, let me address a common objection, namely, that we must use tools like The Passion of the Christ in order
to reach the lost, and that if we don’t, we are “missing a great opportunity.” Are we really missing an opportunity
though? If we are convinced that using a Roman Catholic movie to present the Gospel is in essence a violation of
God’s Word, how could we possibly use it? Should we sin that grace may abound?

Also, are we really certain that this will be as effective as we think in saving souls? J. Marcellus Kik in his tract titled
“Pictures of Christ” addressed that very question and gave us some wise advice, which all Christians would do well to
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heed:

“But can it not help in the saving of souls, it is asked. But how? Looking at a picture of Christ hanging
upon the cross tells me nothing. It does not tell me that He hung there for sin. It does not tell me that He
hung there for my sin. It does not tell me that He is the Son of God. Only the Word of God does that.
And it is the Word of God that has been given us to tell the story of salvation through the blood of
Christ. It is not through the foolishness of pictures that sinners are converted, but through the foolishness
of preaching.”

It is amazing how slowly unscriptural practices enter the professing Christian church. We must at all times go back to
the Scriptures. The Bible is our infallible guide. And if our practices and doctrines do not conform with the teachings
of the Scriptures, then we must eliminate them. The Bible instructs us not to make any likeness of Christ. The present
day pictures of Christ are false and no one would make a serious claim that they resemble Christ upon earth. They
separate His humanity from His deity. They do not at all give us a glimpse of His present glory. They were not
condoned by the inspired Apostles.

God has ordained the foolishness of preaching to evangelize the world. He has promised to attend the preaching of
the Word with the power of the Holy Spirit. The so-called pictures of Christ are a hindrance to the Gospel and a
temptation to idolatry. Let us cleanse the Temple of God from them.”14
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Thoughts on The Passion of the Christ
By Tom Holtz

First, let’s start with the obvious. By all accounts the movie is extremely gory and violent—even for Hollywood.
It is said to be at least as violent as Mel Gibson’s earlier movie The Patriot, or Pulp Fiction, which the New York Times

http://www.zenit.org/english/visualizza.phtml?sid=46445
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described as two of the most gory and violent artistic works of the modern era. This was a red flag for us. Philippians
4:8 says, “whatsoever things are true, …honest, …just, …pure, …lovely, …of good report…think on these things.”  I
don’t believe this movie satisfies that standard, even if it purportedly describes the suffering of our Lord on the
cross. 

Some say shocking violence, vivid gore, and explicit images of repulsive brutality are excusable because they’ll
help people see what Christ did for them, such as Bob Lepine of Family Life, who writes, 

The Passion may be [Gibson’s] most violent film to date, and it deserves its R rating. On more than one occasion as I
watched this movie, I had to turn away from the screen. I remember thinking at one point, “Enough. This is over the
top.” And almost immediately I had a second thought. “That’s right,” I thought. “This is over the top, because the death
of Christ was, in reality, barbaric and violent.” Maybe what we all need to see is not a cleaned up, sanitized Hollywood
version of His death, but a more accurate and graphic look at how He suffered for us. (February, 2004 website article;
emphasis added.) 

Why does Lepine (and so many others) suddenly link “accurate” and “graphic” in the same sentence these days as
though they were perfect synonyms?  The Bible doesn’t include graphic details in any crucifixion narrative. Certainly
God knows how “powerful” and “moving” it would have been to include such descriptions, but strong preaching
applied to man’s conscience is what God ordained to spread the gospel with power through the movement of the
Holy Spirit. The Bible says “…faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  And, “I am not ashamed of
the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation…”  And, “you were born again, not with corruptible seed, but by
incorruptible, through the living and abiding word of God.”  And, “for the preaching of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” Man can use shock and violence to evoke
extreme empathy and emotion and bind viewers together in a “shared experience” of grief, horror, and outrage, but
this is not God’s pathway to saving faith revealed in the New Testament, nor is it a means to greater devotion and
intimacy with God among God’s people. 

Yet, Mel Gibson (and evangelical leaders lining-up behind him) tells us that a graphic depiction of Christ’s
death will make it more “real” and powerful. In September, 2003, Gibson told New Yorker magazine: “I wanted to be
true to the gospels. That has never been done before. I didn’t want to see Jesus looking really pretty. I wanted to
mess-up one of his eyes, destroy it.” True to the gospels, Mel? Which of the Gospels depict Jesus with “a destroyed
eye” or anything like it? The Biblical accounts of Jesus’ beating and crucifixion are as minimal as they could be.
Matthew, Mark and Luke essentially state: “Having scourged Jesus, Pilate delivered him to be crucified,” and “when
they came to the place which is called the skull, there they crucified him.” A dozen or so verses later, Jesus is dead.
The Gospel writers did not linger over His suffering to stir emotions and empathy. As one commentator put it: 

It would be as odd as welcoming home a wounded soldier and, instead of focusing on the victory he won, dwelling on
the exact moment the bayonet pierced his stomach—how he felt and what it looked like. A human soldier might well
feel annoyed with such attention to his weakness rather than his strength. He would feel that it better preserved his
dignity for visitors to avert their eyes from such details and recount that part of the story as scantly as possible to focus
instead on the final achievement. This is the sense we pick up in the Gospels. Jesus’ suffering is rendered in the briefest
terms, as if drawing about it a veil of modesty. What’s important is not that Jesus suffered for us, but that Jesus suffered
for us. It is the contrast with His eternal glory that awed the earliest Christians—and should us today. 

As reasonable as this explanation appears to be, we don’t really know why the gospel writers don’t give explicit
details. The only fact we know for sure is that they don’t. 

Likewise, nowhere outside the gospels does the Bible suggest we meditate on the gory details of Christ’s
suffering—rather, that we focus on His life, the fact of his death, His resurrection, intercession for us, and His future
return. For example, in the classic text of Philippians 2:5-11, Paul exhorts believers to focus on Christ: 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
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be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above
every name, …

Surely, Paul knew what suffering was all about, yet he lifts up for meditation the fact of Christ’s humility and suffering
in light of His deity and subsequent exaltation, not the gore and torture of His execution. Likewise, in Hebrews 12:2-
4, the writer exhorts us to consider the death of Christ in another historically beloved text: 

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him
that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.

Clearly, the fact of Christ’s bloodshed is in view, but where’s the graphic depiction of the teeth-grinding anguish and
repulsive brutality of Roman soldiers torturing our Lord mercilessly? Again, in Psalm 22, a classic lament of David with
clear messianic overtones, we observe modest and poetic language describing His physical sufferings: 

They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I am poured out like water, and all my bones
are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and
my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. For dogs have compassed me: the
assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones: they look and
stare upon me. They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 

God’s people have much for their imaginations here, yet nothing graphic or torturous is spelled out. One might easily
conclude from Scripture that our appreciation of what Christ did at the cross is not enhanced by experiencing a
graphic, artistic rendition of the crucifixion event.[1][1] 

In Matthew 7:15-20, Christ tells us to beware of false teachers who will come in looking like the flock. We are
told to examine their fruits because a tree is known by its fruits. A good tree will produce good fruit and vice versa.
When evaluating some new doctrine or method or any new thing, Christ tells us to examine the fruits of the person
offering it, in addition to its apparent conformity to Scripture. The Passion of the Christ was written, produced,
financed and directed by Mel Gibson, a Hollywood actor who describes himself as not a born again Christian, but a
devout Roman Catholic “Traditionalist,” which holds tightly to the view that Mary is co-Redemptress with Christ, and
that the grace of Christ is mediated to man through Mary. He rejects salvation by grace alone through faith alone—
his church everywhere teaches that those who believe that pernicious doctrine are anathema (damned to Hell). He
believes there is no salvation outside the Roman Catholic Church, but is mediated only through taking her communion
in the traditional, Latin-rite Mass of the Eucharist. Gibson believes Pope John Paul II is a liberal because he accepts
Vatican II (1965), which allowed the mass in languages other than Latin, and expunged the Jews of blood guilt for
killing Christ (formerly Catholic dogma for 8 centuries).  

On March 6, 2003, a friend of Gibson’s, Gary Giuffré, told the New York Times that Gibson’s movie “will
graphically portray the intense suffering of Christ, perhaps as no film has done before,” and that it will “lay the blame
for the death of Christ where it belongs.”[2][2]  OK, so he’s not exactly a Christian. But I’ve heard many say he has a
good reputation. Gibson’s reputation might be good by Hollywood standards, but what about Biblical ones? Gibson is
known exclusively for his movies, which, without exception, contain countless expletives and are extremely violent
and gory (Kill Bill, Lethal Weapon, Mad Max, Braveheart, Patriot, etc). As a New Republic reporter put it, “Gibson
loves gore.”[3][3] Would you say we have a “good tree” here, from a Biblical point of view?  Does Mel Gibson meet
the standard of Matthew 7? Does anyone associated with this movie meet that standard? 

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Cults/Catholicism/mary.htm
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Some say, it’s just a movie and it’ll get people talking about Christ and we can use it for pre-evangelism and
ignore the bothersome elements of Gibson’s personal faith and not-so-Christian reputation. If The Passion of the
Christ is a tool of evangelism, who’s the evangelist? Is Mel Gibson one of the sheep?  Should we expect to receive
something from Mel Gibson that true, born-again, New Testament Christians would find perfectly suited to taking to a
lost world? Answer this question not on the basis of how you think the church could use his movie, but from what
Christ says about false teachers coming in among the sheep.      

Let’s look more closely at the movie. The script is based on the four gospels and The Mystical City of God by St.
Mary of Agreda, and a book of visions entitled, Dolorous Passion of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by St. Ann
Catherine Emmerich. The latter two are Roman Catholic saints and “passion mystics” of the nineteenth century. The
passion mystic school has always been a very popular Catholic subcurrent. It emphasizes strange devotional rituals
(e.g., Stations of the Cross) to induce trance-like meditations on the sufferings of Christ as a source of inner power
and transcendence. Many Catholics quickly and correctly recognized The Passion of the Christ as a passion meditation
in the classical mystic tradition. Passion mysticism is far from Biblical—in fact, it’s occultic. Emmerich is a legend
among passion mystics and Gibson is a serious follower who carries a relic of hers with him. There’s an introduction
to her life at <http://www.spiritdaily.net/dolorous.htm>. The whole article is astonishing, but here’s an excerpt:

The famous work of hers is a book of visions called The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. That’s the one tied to
the movie. All I can say is that I knew she was a major mystic. I knew she had incredibly detailed visions. I knew she
suffered the stigmata.[4][4] But I had no idea of the extent of what this remarkable German woman reportedly
experienced. [She grew up] in Flamske, Germany, and the older she got, the more one sensed what Msgr. Schmogen
describes as a “mysterious power that emanated from her.”  Her visions began early in life. By the tender age of four she
often prolonged her prayer for two to three hours. She claimed to see her guardian angel on a nearly constant basis. She
also levitated. When she entered a cloister, she was frequently seen inexplicably above the ground. She was said to
“bilocate.” In vision (or bilocation) she saw the execution of King Louis XVI, and “visited” Marie Antoinette, queen of
France, in prison. As a child, she was taken to see the suffering souls in purgatory. Historic pictures flashed before her
eyes—like those that would spawn The Dolorous Passion, and serve to fill in details (like those in The Passion of the
Christ) that are not recorded in Scripture. She also saw “the creation of Heaven, the fall of the angels, the creation of the
earth, and paradise,” notes Schmoger. “In successive visions, she followed, through ages and generations, the
development of the holy mysteries of the Incarnation and the Redemption.” As Schmoger says, reading her revelations
leaves one feeling that he has undergone an “unusual influence” similar to what is now reported with those who see the
movie. It’s no surprise that there is a special “something” around a movie that taps into them. It’s no surprise that the
movie’s director, Mel Gibson, is said to carry one of her relics. The visions may not be perfect. No mysticism is, but they
are extremely potent. Her entire life was potent. And highly mysterious.

Gibson admits his movie is based upon Emmerich’s book, which was also the inspiration for it in the first place. 
For the mystics, the purpose of their transcendent meditations is to become so emotionally and psycho-

spiritually connected with the actual, physical sufferings of Christ, that they are “changed within” and gain greater
spiritual growth and awareness from the experience. Sound familiar? This is what many evangelicals suggest will be
gained by “experiencing” the movie. The construction of The Passion of the Christ as a passion meditation in the
mystic tradition was no minor artistic afterthought. The film was shot in southern Italy and in Rome in part so Gibson
could be near the Vatican for consultation. According to Italy’s national Catholic newspaper, Avenire, Gibson
consulted high-level Catholic theologians within the church almost daily throughout the shooting. On December 11,
2003, Pope John Paul II screened The Passion on DVD with his close friend and secretary, Monsignor Staislaw Dziwisz,
in his private residence, and gave it his approval (the Pope recently changed his public position for political reasons to
neutral and reported comments were officially retracted). No one denies that “Roman Catholic teachings” are readily
apparent in many places in the film. It is important to understand that the movie itself is a passion meditation. Claims
about technically accuracy are irrelevant to this point. If you watch the movie, you are participating in a passion

http://www.spiritdaily.net/dolorous.htm
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meditation (i.e., a mystical rite). This is why Christ instructed us not to rely solely on our own assumed ability to spot
false teaching in the things offered to us for consumption, but to look also at who is offering them.  

Some will say, “So, what can a little mystical dogma hurt, so long as Christ is presented?”  Remember,
Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, New Agers, etc., all present Christ. First-century Gnostics presented Christ. Catholics,
for their part, present Christ—as well as a “Come Home to Rome” campaign among nominal Christians and
evangelicals—with some success. They see “evangelical” (toward Rome) potential in this movie. For example, The
Daily Catholic reports: 

Many see Gibson as a Hollywood movie star, but True Catholics see him as an evangelist in the purist sense. A true
Apostle for the Truths and Traditions of the Church Christ founded. Mel has set on film what has always been set in
stone: the everlasting reminder of why Christ died for each and every one of us. We have that reminder daily in the
Latin Mass in the Alter Christus—the priest offers Him up daily as a propitiatory sacrifice in an unbloody manner to the
Father for us. Prayerfully this movie will move the hearts and souls of millions to return to the Truths and Traditions of
Christ’s True Church. (Daily Catholic, January 17, 2004; emphasis added). 

Indeed, the international magazine Inside the Vatican has chosen Mel Gibson as its “Man of the Year” for 2003. And
why not?  When unbelievers are led to this movie (and its creator) as a good introduction to Christ, and they like
what they see, why wouldn’t they consider Gibson’s faith as a whole? Again, who is the evangelist, here? It is Mel
Gibson, not all the evangelical leaders lining up behind him. Evangelical leaders do not control Mel Gibson, the Roman
Catholic organization, or the steps either one of them will take after this movie has been consumed by the public.
They decide what comes next. This is why the Roman church is so excited about this movie. Check their websites. 

Thirdly, is the movie really accurate? Linda Chavez, a Roman Catholic and President of the Center for Equal
Opportunity, syndicated columnist, and former head of the Civil Rights Commission for the Reagan Administration,
writes: 

Gibson’s film is an intensely Catholic account of the death of Christ. Indeed most of the scenes depicting Christ’s journey
along the Via Dolorosa on the way to Golgotha seem inspired by the medieval Catholic devotional ritual referred to as
the “Stations of the Cross,” which dates back to the 14th century. A scene in the film depicting Jesus’ encounter with
Veronica, who wipes his face and is left with Christ’s image on her veil, is part of Catholic tradition, for example, and
may be totally unfamiliar to non-Catholic viewers. (Emphasis added.) 

Here’s what another reviewer observed who saw the entire movie: 
Much has been added to the gospel story to fill in the gaps. In an interview after the film, Gibson stated that it was “the
Gospels plus my imagination” and that he brought the story from the Gospels and added information from “history,
visions, and medicine.” Perhaps because of Gibson’s Roman Catholic background, Mary has a major role in the film.
Gibson puts Mary at nearly all of the events of his trial, torture and crucifixion, and even has Mary kissing Jesus feet
when he is on the cross. There are many scenes like that one—not Biblical, but based upon mystic and apocryphal
writings and Roman Catholic tradition. I took notes of the non-Biblical scenes, events and characters and had a full page
of them. The danger is that this film will become the Oliver Stone’s JFK of the crucifixion—that is, the public will only
“know” the crucifixion story as it is depicted here with all the non-Biblical material assumed to be Biblical or historical.
This is the only way, I’m told, that many now “know” the details of the assassination of John F. Kennedy—through
Oliver Stone’s fictional film. 

Another reviewer had a similar experience and similar concerns. Here’s an excerpt of his review: 
Consider, for example, that the movie is said to depict a frenzied riot around Jesus as he drags the cross to Calvary—
Romans, Jews and others wildly fighting, with Christ being brutalized by all. Wild riots happened a lot in Mad Max
movies, but not in the Gospels. Christ is depicted as falling at three points, but otherwise the carrying of the cross is
presented as a solemn event. Here … is how the Gospel writer Luke, a deeply ardent believer, presents the scene: “As
they led him away … A great number of the People followed him, and among them were women who were beating
their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, “daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children.” This doesn’t sound like the depiction of a crazed riot, nor does Christ’s
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injunction sound like the sort of thing shouted over a melee. 
Despite Gibson’s definitively Catholic interpretation, he asserts his work is “the truth”—historically accurate in the
factual sense. What Mel Gibson means by “truth” is whatever he and his Catholic advisors think happened. 

Interestingly, Gibson tells of many “miracles” that led to the creation of the movie, and on the set where
shooting took place. For example, a blind 2-year-old child had her sight miraculously restored. Both Reuters and
Associated Press carried the story that Assistant Director Jan Michelini was struck by lightning twice during filming,
and the actor playing Jesus, James Caviezel, was struck once. Both were miraculously spared from harm with no signs
of injury—“only smoke coming from Caviezel’s ears,” according to witnesses. Caviezel is also a staunch Roman
Catholic who, during breaks in shooting, “always had a priest with him.” Gibson tells of many others. I’m not sure
what all this means, but these are self-reported by people (mostly Gibson himself) who think these are signs of God’s
blessing. He says so openly. 

Some acknowledge objectionable elements in the movie, but ask, “won’t people be moved by Christ’s
sufferings on their behalf and be more likely to investigate further?  Can’t we use it for pre-evangelism? First of all,
the pre-evangelism we see in Scripture is that of serving people in selfless acts of Christian love. This was the basis of
Christ’s healing ministry and other miracles (feeding the 5,000, etc.). Christ met people’s physical needs because he
loved them. That supernatural demonstration of love won Him a hearing with people and softened their hearts. That
principle is still at work today all over the world as missionaries heal, treat, feed, and care for the poor, teach people
English, and perform other acts of service. This is pre-evangelism. The gory details of Christ’s crucifixion will evoke
extreme emotions—empathy, outrage, shock, sorrow, despair—but experiencing the movie is not a supernatural
demonstration of Christian love for which the only explanation is God. Christ’s work depicted in the movie might be,
but to the movie-goer it is just another movie about someone being tortured and, quite frankly, they’ve seen many,
many of those. Keep in mind all movies, in one way or another, depict a hero doing something selfless and grand for
the benefit of others, even giving their own life. These characters may inspire us temporarily and make us feel good,
but they do not work a lasting change within us. 

Furthermore, God can and will use whatever means He chooses to achieve His sovereign purposes, even false
teachers and our own bad choices. But we should guard against the creeping pragmatism of “whatever appears to
work,” and follow a Biblical path in faith and trust God for the results. No doubt, pragmatism will seem too abstract
and theoretical for some. Any method other than preaching the word, the prayers of God’s people, testimonies,
worship, self-sacrificial service in the name of Christ, and living-out our faith before the watching world, should be
suspect, especially when it fails Philippians 4:8 and Matthew 7. A pure walk and a joyful abstinence from all
appearance of evil and false teaching is the best pre-evangelism. 
___________________

QUESTIONS THAT MIGHT BE USED TO EVALUATE THIS OR A FUTURE FILM
1.                   Does this film satisfy the letter and spirit of Philippians 4:8? Is it pure, wholesome, lovely, and of good report in every
respect?
2.                   Does Mel Gibson’s religious beliefs and reputation with other movies constitute “good fruit” in the meaning of
Matthew 7? Is    he one of the sheep? Is Gibson a “good tree” from which we should expect to see good fruit through which
Christ will bring glory to Himself?
 3.                   Does close and personal identification with this actor, this movie, or the Hollywood movie industry compromise a
healthy degree of separation from all appearance of evil and false teaching? Will endorsement of this movie help a false
teacher (or teachers) gain a foothold among the flock or among unbelievers? (Separation is a touchy subject these days, but
remember—much error arises from running too far from other men’s errors.)
 4.                   Does this movie reflect the spirit of this age in any respect? If so, how? What are the implications of this if such a
movie were unqualifiedly embraced by the church in a major mass evangelism effort?
 5.                   Suppose everyone sees the movie as suggested and the movie is a blockbuster. What will Hollywood do next? How will
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we react to Gibson’s next movie entitled, A Day in Hell (i.e., Dante’s Inferno), or The Stigmata (life of Ann Catherine Emmerich),
or some other cultish project? Will unbelievers, new believers, or persons “impacted” by The Passion of the Christ be likely to
view these movies? To what consequence?

* The preceding three reports were excerpted and/or adapted from the originals. For other reviews see (1) “Mel
Gibson's Passion,” by Berit Kjos; (2) “The Jesus War: Mel Gibson & ‘The Passion’,” 9/15/03, New Yorker, by Peter J.
Boyer; (3) “Why I Will Not See The Passion of the Christ,” by John LeGare; and (4) “The Passion of Christ: Mel Gibson’s
Vivid Deception,” by Richard Bennett and Virgil Dunbar, 2/04, The Beacon. Also, an article written over 40 years ago
has great relevance for today: “The Menace of the Religious Movie,” by A.W. Tozer.

Biblical Discernment Ministries - Revised 3/2005

HOME NOTEBOOK MAIL

[1][1] On the other hand, explicit depictions of Jesus’ broken body and sufferings through paintings, statues, and
literature is a well-known Roman Catholic distinctive (we now add “film” to that list of genre). How would you react to
seeing a large crucifix installed in our church lobby? How would you argue against it?  Keep in mind, Catholics deny that
they “keep Jesus on the cross” by such things. Catholics affirm Christ’s resurrection. They claim these images help us
meditate on Christ’s sufferings. The removal of such distracting icons was a key feature of the Protestant reformation and the
theology behind it. 

[2][2] The Catholic tradition of “passion plays” has a checkered history in medieval Europe and Russia, where their
performance around Easter often produced violent pogroms against Jews. This is the historical context for the Anti-
Defamation League’s criticism of the movie. Many clips were removed (after pressure from the ADL) before a rough cut of
the film was screened for evangelical leaders, and edits have been made since those screenings. Some say Gibson changed his
original commitment to portray Jews as he originally planned. 

[3][3] Bob Lepine of Family Life wrote, “Those who have seen other Gibson movies (Braveheart, The Patriot, We
Were Soldiers) know that he does not shy away from violence and gore as a filmmaker.”  Gibson does not shy away from
violence and gore?  Are we to congratulate Gibson for these courageous films?  Another reviewer points out, “[Gibson’s] Mad
Max movies are an embarrassing paean [tribute] to teen fantasies of violence and slaughter as fun. His Lethal Weapon movies
depict criminals killing more often, and police killing far more often, than occurs in real life. There’s little wonder that The
Passion of the Christ depicts an over-the-top, Hollywood-style splatter movie.” 

[4][4] The high point of the passion mystics’ belief and practice was to receive the stigmata, which is the miraculous
appearance of the actual physical wounds of Christ in their bodies. Emmerich’s wounds (including thorn wounds to her head)
are said to have bled on and off during her lifetime, and she wore bandages frequently.

http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/04/passion.htm
http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/04/passion.htm
http://www.seethepassion.com/article.php?id=21
http://www.informedchristians.com/articles/ART-why_i_will_not_see.htm
http://www.informedchristians.com/articles/ART-why_i_will_not_see.htm
http://www.bereanbeacon.org/articles/mel_gibsons_vivid_deception.htm
http://www.bereanbeacon.org/articles/mel_gibsons_vivid_deception.htm
http://www.bereanbeacon.org/articles/mel_gibsons_vivid_deception.htm
http://www.av1611.org/Passion/menace.html
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WWJD? (What Would Jesus Do?)
- The Popular Fad Examined to the Light of Scriptures

Here are some things to consider with this latest WWJD "What Would Jesus Do" fad:
We are now selling Jesus’ name for profit! Through WWJD Bracelets, Shoestrings, Anklets, Necklaces, License
Tags, Pens, Dog Tags, Lapel Pins, Auto Fishes, Bumper Stickers, Crosses, Keychains, Bible covers, golf balls
and etc! 

I don't know who started the fad and it doesn't matter. In my example I demonstrate "Carman" is one of it's
big pushers! He is making merchandise of the name of our Lord and Saviour!!

2 Peter 2:3 
"And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long
time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not."

Here is just some of the ridiculous items for sale on the Carman website!
    WWJD Woven Bracelet  $1.50             Assorted colors
    WWJD Neon Shoestring Bracelet  $1.99  Bright Neon with Footprints
    WWJD Pewter Cube Bracelet $3.49        Pewter Cube letters on leather strap
    WWJD Pewter Cube Anklet  $3.49         Pewter Cube letters on leather strap
    WWJD Pewter Cube Necklace  $3.99       Pewter Cube letters on leather strap
    WWJD License Tag  $4.49                Plate for front of vehicle
    WWJD License Tag Frame  $2.95          Frame for front or back plate
    WWJD Blanc-a-like Pen   $5.99          Look-a-like Mont Blanc style pen in gift box
    WWJD Pewter Dog Tag  $2.99             Pewter Dog Tag on chain
    WWJD Pewter Lapel Pin  $1.25           Pewter pin "WWJD
    WWJD Charm Necklace  $2.49             WWJD in single charm style necklace
    WWJD Auto Fish       $3.49             Fish symbol with WWJD inside
    WWJD Bumper Sticker  $1.39             Mutil-color WWJD Bumper sticker
    WWJD Leather Keychain $1.99            Leather Key Tag with WWJD
    WWJD Pewter Keychain  $3.49            Pewter WWJD Key Chain
    WWJD Bible Cover   $13.99              Blue, L
    And several more WWJD covers!

So what would Jesus really do?  Burn this stuff? Put this stuff in the garbage dump? He certainly would NOT be
making merchandise of His name as Carman and many of the CCM and C-rock crowd do! (Not to mention the
CCMers and C-rockers glorification of themselves through very similiar items documented in our News Boys and DC
Talk articles!)

All we have to do is think what Jesus did to the money changers in the temple John 2:14-16.   This was in
reference to the temple of God so whether or not you apply it to a church building or the individual the spiritual
implications are very clear.  Do we or should we adorn ourselves with things that make merchandise of the name of
Jesus? Absolutely not!  All these trinkets serve is mammon and NOT God. It does not necessarily mean a person is
saved, it just identifies them with this latest fad. This is only another fad run amuck.  Dare we ask what's next?! 
What will be the next fad promoted? Christian tattoos?  Its not beyond Carman to blaspheme as revealed from
links to our site! For what its worth Carman and the like need to repent of this sort of manipulation and get to what
scriptures teach.

In a message a person who withheld their name speaks very well to the WWJD issue: [Bold Emphasis Mine]
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Subject: SEND: Jesus Bracelets
Seeing WWJD bracelets the other day made me ponder why I never liked the idea.  I'd seen the ad in the paper urging
kids to consider that and it didn't seem right but I never really pondered why I felt that way. Just down inside the Holy
Spirit said no.  Since Saturday I've gathered my thoughts as to what was wrong and want to share them with you.

First thing this bracelet is another notch in the religious unity belt. The ad that I saw said nothing about
declaring/examining a teen's doctrine regarding Jesus before you could have the bracelet.  It's very much like Promise
Keepers and March for Jesus!  So Catholics can wear the bracelet and Lutherans can wear the bracelet and
Methodists can wear the bracelet. Also since they don't identify which Jesus and the bible tells us there is another
Jesus anyone can wear the bracelet.  Certainly Mormons believe in Jesus and JW's believe in Jesus.  Also Muslims
see Jesus as a great prophet so they could wear the bracelet.  Even new agers see Jesus as an ascended master so it
could be appropriate for them to wear the bracelet.  Just one big happy family, huh?

Next the question the bracelet asks a teen is What would Jesus do?  This really sounds like a good question to ask
oneself in every situation. However any answer given to that question would have to be an opinion and not fact!  Now
every answer/opinion given is going to be based on something but it will remain that, just one's opinion.  If the
question were what did Jesus do then the answer could be factual.  I would assume that the teen is to search the
scriptures for his answer/opinion; however, it's dangerous to direct one's actions based on one's opinions.  My Bible
tells me that all who are the sons of God are led by the spirit of God (and not their opinions.)

It must be really something in the local junior and senior high schools. I bet you a lot of kids wear those WWJD
bracelets.  Consider this scenario. This kid goes to high school and hangs around with a bunch of other kids, all
Christian.  So one Saturday night when a group of boys and girls are together at the bowling alley one kid suggests an
activity that isn't appropriate.  Since they are all Christians and wearing their bracelets another kid says what would
Jesus do?  Someone says, Jesus wouldn't do that; he'd go home alone before he did that.  However someone else says,
Jesus wouldn't find anything wrong with that; you're unloving and judgmental in your attitude and Jesus wouldn't be
like that.  One kid kicks in and acts like a moderator and what do you have?   Well there's a group of diversified
people with a social problem dialoging to a resolution.  Aha, the dialectic process!   All because the question only
allows an opinion (I think or I feel) and not facts!

Now the poor true child of God in this situation is going to be really torn. Here he is say a junior in high school and
for three years he's hung around with this group.  He's seen them at march for Jesus rallies and they've been there in
the morning to rally around the flag pole and pray together before school.  What is he to think?  In all his time of
association with them they've never discussed what they believe doctrinally only how much they love Jesus!  ... One
part of him knows that what's proposed is wrong while another part of him feels that these kids are Christians just like
him.  All because the question raised is what would Jesus do.

Now if the question were what does God say (WDGS) [in the Bible] the answer wouldn't allow for opinion and the
dialectic process but only fact/truth.  However that probably wouldn't be popular and would be divisive.  Some would
chose to act on the word of God but others would chose to be hearers only and not doers of the word, deceiving
themselves by reasoning contrary to the truth. This would split the group into sheep and goats.  That doesn't promote
the unity the world needs for a one world religion that worships the anti-Christ, the one who stands in the place of
Jesus Christ.

It's so human to want to identify with a group of your peers that the church is using that to do a great disservice to our
youth.  Instead of teaching them to deny themselves and follow after Jesus they're causing them to be grouped and
numbered by an outward bracelet.   My Bible tells me that for the Christian true circumcision is inwardly and a
matter of the heart.  What are we telling our teens when we sell them a bracelet to remind them of Jesus? Madison
Avenue marketing leads the way.  How like Laodicea we are because we don't recognize how naked, blind and poor we
truly are.   May God have mercy on our souls.  It seems apparent why Paul says, awake, for the night is far spent and
the day is at hand.  We truly are asleep and sleeping we're like sheep led to the slaughter.

In Conclusion from my Pastor on the WWJD fad:
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"You might want to tell the people that it is not "What would Jesus do?" since we cannot read His mind, but
rather, "What did Jesus say in His Word?" that is clearly stated for us as a direction to take.  It is still the
clearly written Word of God that we must look to.  Fifteen people may have fifteen different ideas about what
Jesus would do!!!

Return To Our Home Page
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Cults

Marks Of A Cult  (12/01)

Christian Science  (10/01)

Eckankar  (8/98)

Jehovah's Witnesses  (11/01)

Masons (Freemasonry) (12/01)

Mormonism  (3/03) 

New Age Movement  (11/01)

Roman Catholic Church (9/11)

Scientology  (11/01)

Seventh-Day Adventism  (11/01)

Silva Method (Silva Mind Control) (11/94)

Unification Church (Moonies) (11/01)

Unitarian Universalists  (8/97)

Unity School of Christianity  (11/01)

Way International, The  (11/01)

WorldWide Church of God, The (Armstrongism) (11/01)
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such advertising. In the interest of having site search capability, we have elected to use Google at this time because it
is a free service. If you come across any particularly offensive advertisements, we have no control over them. However,

feel free to notify Google with any complaints on the ads.
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A Critique of Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Crabb’s Book
"Inside Out"
Dr. Crabb’s book tears across the foundation of Christianity. Obedience, faith, love, hope, prayer, and God Himself are
not enough or His grace sufficient. "Inside Out" is full of the idea we are miserable and need counselors
(Christian Psychologists) like Dr. Crabb. He comes across as if all Pastors are completely inept to perform the task
of reaching out to our soul (psyche). We need people like him to reach below the waterline (unconscious mind). We
need him in order to be complete Christians!

From the introduction we are led to believe Christianity (fundamentalists and charismatics particularly) fall short of
reaching hearts to address our lives problems. He teaches that fundamentalists are too rigid and rule following and
charismatics cover their feelings with emotion. Crabb seems to focus a special distaste for fundamentalists in
particular. Next Crabb tries to convince the reader that he/she has nagging doubts as to whether or not they are "truly
happy" or just covering over problems.

On page 44 Dr. Crabb uses the Freudian iceberg to explain our soul’s makeup. As follows: (Brackets, italics, and bold
indicate emphasis from me)

"Think of yourself as an iceberg. Let the visible peak above the waterline represent the things you do, the
thoughts you consciously think, and the feelings you sense within you. Let the great mass beneath the
waterline represent the part of you that cannot be clearly seen: the motives and attitudes of your heart,
those strange impulses that sometime overwhelm your determination to resist them, the painful memories
and raging emotions you prefer to keep hidden beneath the surface of your life."

"The Christian community generally presents three options for dealing with the confusing realities beneath
the waterline. All three promise deep internal change. In the rest of this chapter, I want to briefly outline
these options, each of which has value but is incomplete and unnecessarily frustrating."

Hold the thought, "... incomplete and unnecessarily frustrating".

Continue from Page 45

"Option 1: Do your Christian Duties

Perhaps the most common understanding of how change comes about is this one: If we determine to do
whatever God says, and if we couple that determination with involvement in Christian activities, then
somehow the power of God is released, enabling us to live as we should."

"We’re told we must obey God but that we must do it in His strength. Every effort to live in the power of
the flesh will inevitably fail. Above the waterline [consciously], we do what we should , including
immersing ourselves in God’s Word, praying, and serving others. As we do these things, God’s power
eventually overwhelms all those problems below the waterline [unconscious] and we are enabled to live in
consistent victory."

Then the next paragraph:

"When we fail above the waterline [consciously], then more effort is called for-- perhaps spending more
time in the Word or in prayer or enlisting in the church’s witnessing campaign. Obedience to Christian
duty and bathing our mind and soul in God’s truth keep us from quenching or grieving the Holy Spirit. As
we free Him to work powerfully in our life, His grace enables us to do what is right. There is no need for
an inside [unconscious] look. Whatever issues are rumbling beneath the surface [unconscious] will sort
themselves out as God gets hold of our life through the performance of Christian duties. An inside look [to
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the unconscious] is an unnecessary and damaging psychological sidetrack on the path to maturity."

Following this he offers a case to make it clear the above is NOT sufficient.

Option 2 "Depend on the work of the Holy Spirit

A second approach grants that more needs to be done to change than performing Christian duties and
expecting the resulting *grace to take care of below-the-waterline problems. The effects of the Fall and
our stubborn inclination to sin must be forcefully dealt with by a definite work of the Holy Spirit."

Other parts of option 2 as follows:

"Other teaching prepares us to unconditionally surrender our heart to God by convincing us of the
impossibility of living as we should in our own strength."

"Still others encourage us to reckon ourselves as co-crucified and co-resurrected with Christ to the point
where we exchange our life for His. Holding to the truth of our identity in Christ and choosing to depend
on the reality of His life present within us empowers us to live at a new level of victory."

"Option 3 Work through obstacles to growth [He reviews the first two options and here is what follows]

Frustration to these approaches [options] has opened the door to the modern emphasis on counseling, share
groups, and seminars on self-understanding. Doing right or yielding to God’s Spirit has not always
produced the change we desired. Disappointed with traditional Christian approaches to change, we
eagerly welcome new ideas. When blocks to growth are not overcome by more study or deeper yielding,
some form of counseling sometimes seems appropriate."

"I am a counselor. I have worked with hundreds of people and, I believe, have substantially helped many.
I am sympathetic to our modern emphasis on counseling because most counselors (not all) encourage
an honest look below the waterline [the unconscious]. I regard that as a big one. The tragedy is that
counselors are often more aware of the importance of facing who we really are than are churches."

"Until this situation changes, until communities of God’s people are willing to courageously look at each
other’s lives and to search out God’s answers for tough questions, professional counseling will play a
needed and vital role in promoting deep change. Unfortunately, individual counselors may not provide
biblical solutions for their desperate clients. Unless the church begins to encourage an inside look [to the
unconscious]as well, hurting people may only find false and temporary solutions." [such as options 1 and
2 this is very clear]

Dr. Crabb sums up this chapter as follows:

"Dealing with our insides can be frustrating. Disciplined Christian living fails to resolve all the
problems of our soul. Inviting the Holy Spirit to take over our life leaves part of our being untouched.
Looking honestly at our insides with the help of a counselor leads sometimes to confusion and morbid
self-protection. But still our Lord requires us to clean the insides [the unconscious] of our personalities
before we can ever experience legitimate cleanness on the outside [conscious]. We must take an inside
look [at the unconscious] if real change is to occur."

"In the remainder of this book, I want to develop a framework for understanding "inside-out" [the
Freudian iceberg concept] change that can guide us through the joys and trials of life. An inside look can
be frustrating, but we can do better than talk about two dogs barking for the control of our life." [one of
option 1’s examples] [So ends page 49.]

According to Crabb the Holy Spirit no matter how much we yield, God in all His infinite power cannot reach below
the waterline "unconscious". We need counselors, we need our Pastors, and we all need to look below the waterline to
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be honest with ourselves!!! Dr. Crabb’s material is deceitful. Using the guise that his material is biblical this material
methodically picks apart the very essence of being a Christian! Simply, his method is a lie.

The very premise of Crabb’s teachings is based that we have an unconscious, and deceives the naive reader because he
never says unconscious! Read the first paragraph again:

"Think of yourself as an iceberg. Let the visible peak above the waterline represent the things you do, the
thoughts you consciously think, and the feelings you sense within you. Let the great mass beneath the
waterline represent the part of you that cannot be clearly seen: the motives and attitudes of your heart,
those strange impulses that sometime overwhelm your determination to resist them, the painful memories
and raging emotions you prefer to keep hidden beneath the surface of your life."

Notice Crabb is careful not to say unconscious, but what else could he possibly be referring to? He doesn’t use the
word "unconscious" to make his teachings palatable to the Christian. The Bible in no way supports the teaching we
have an unconscious which causes "strange impulses that sometime overwhelm your determination to resist them". We
alone are responsible for our actions and sin. If you were to follow that thought the cliché "the devil made me do it"
would be true in a sense! The iceberg teaching is a textbook classic Freudian explanation of the conscious and
unconscious, Freud the Father of Secular (Anti-Christian) Psychology.

When you look how he presents Options 1 and 2 besides the fact he speaks as an outsider to these ideas, he refers to
them initially as "... incomplete and unnecessarily frustrating". These options combined ARE in fact the way a
Christian lives and breathes! Option 1 live a disciplined Christian Life, option 2 rely on the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit for strength, considering ourselves unconditionally surrendered to Christ, co-crucified and co-resurrected. At the
end of explaining options 1-3 he calls them "...false and temporary solutions."

*Refer to grace. Crabb’s own words show he treats grace with a kind of contempt, and that God’s grace is insufficient
to take care of our soul! Again a lie, was not God’s grace sufficient for the Apostle Paul? Is not God’s own Word
enough? Not according to Crabb.

Crabb comes to the defense of modern counselors and explains his sympathy and how most of them look at the
unconscious which he regards as a "big one". Then proceeds to cut down churches for their lack of emphasis of the
unconscious!

Crabb’s summarization of what he said is the last nail in the coffin for his teaching,

"Dealing with our insides can be frustrating. Disciplined Christian living fails to resolve all the
problems of our soul. Inviting the Holy Spirit to take over our life leaves part of our being untouched."

God is not able? He goes on with the psychobabble about reaching beneath the waterline, (unconscious) and has the
gall to say it is the Lord himself who tells us to do that. The fact is there is no such thing as an unconscious, a great
mass beneath the waterline, motives and attitudes of our heart and/or strange impulses that sometime overwhelm your
determination to resist them. This is NOT God’s truth! Those are our conscious thoughts to sin the Bible teaches:

"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren." James 1:14-16

Have we forgotten we have a sinful nature? Crabb’s teaching could make someone believe we don’t have one!

Crabb seems fond of quoting scriptures, but often misuses them. Example:

"Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting." Psalm 139:23-24

God knows and understands the heart, yet Crabb teaches God does not by misquoting Jeremiah 17:9 on page 53, "our
heart is impossible to understand" He leaves off verse 10! Here is what the Bible says,
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Vs 9 "The heart [is] deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can know it?" 
Vs 10 "I the LORD search the heart, [I] try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, [and] according to
the fruit of his doings." Jeremiah 17:9-10

This is where Crabb defines "beneath the waterline" with his "impossible to understand heart", he is wrong. The heart
is deceitful because of the fall, we trust no man for that very reason, we are all sinful. The Bible is the ONLY source
we can trust on these issues. Whether or not Crabb is deliberately spreading heresy is not for me to decide but to
expose the error.

"Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to
convince the gainsayers." Titus 1:9

These teachings will cause the very problems they are supposed to fix. So-called "disappointed Christians" are nothing
new, that’s how many a cult got started like the Mormons and etc! Counseling is not our hope for solving life’s
complicated problems but rather a combination of options 1 & 2 which Crabb discounts as a waste!

"For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward." 2
Corinthians 1:12

"But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ. "For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or
[if] ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might
well bear with [him]." 2 Corinthians 11:3-4

Crabb teaches using the Bible to prove there is a subconscious mind from Romans 12:1-2, "but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind" This is error. If Crabb had read Romans 12:3, "For I say, through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith." Crabb approached verse 12:2 with the presupposition
of the unconscious, but when put together with verse 3 Paul tells us it’s the conscious mind "Do not think of
yourselves more highly than you ought". No place can be found in the Bible to support claims like Crabb’s, God has
defined the nature and make-up of man. Here are the verses which prove the context:

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith." Romans 12:1-3

How can we be consciously happy, joyous, blissful, content, but at the same time be miserable and unhappy? This
another of Crabb’s contentions in this book! Another Freudian concept!

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel?" 2 Corinthians 6:14 -15

Examples that we should feel victimized: page 186 read the 3/4 of the page.

"The first act of changing his current relational lifestyle had to be to open himself to feeling the pain of
his past. Only then would he be in a position to realize how deeply determined he was to never feel that
pain again...moving on to deeper levels of involvements with others required this man to more deeply feel
his pain and face his self-protective sin. The more deeply we enter our disappointment, the more
thoroughly we can face our sin. Unless we feel the pain of being victimized, we will tend to limit the
definition of our problem with sin to visible acts of transgression." [emphasis mine]
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From the book PsychoHeresy I by Martin & Deidre Bobgan, "This return to feel the pain of past is based upon the
Freudian theory of abreaction. The Dictionary of Psychology defines abreaction as "the discharge of tension by
reliving in words, feelings, and actions" a painful event from the past. Supposedly reliving the pain of past experience
relieves a person from its unconscious grip. However, research has never proven this idea. On the other hand, there is
a great deal of suspicion that quite the reverse is true. ... You may be creating new pain"

To quote Dr. Jay Adams, a respected Biblical Counselor (one who teaches the Bible is wholly sufficient), "Crabb
sincerely wants to be biblical and thinks that his system is. But as long as he continues to build his basic system out of
pagan materials [Freud, Maslow, Alder, Ellis, plus others] he will never achieve his goal."

"That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of
understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words."
Colossians 2:2-4

Crabb is really saying, we have to feel and think about the pain of past sins against us, realize how much we hate it to
move on because releasing the pain allows us to move on to deeper relationships with others. We have to feel
victimized by other’s sins or we don’t address the problems in our heart. To put it bluntly this is a lie. First of all show
me in the Bible where we need to feel and think about the pain of past sin against us. (that’s a sin in itself!) Secondly,
remembering sin often causes the problems Crabb says he wants to help with (depression, sadness of heart). Worst of
all we are to think of OUR sins only to become repentant sinners! We alone must answer to God for our actions and
not for the actions of others. Talk about getting side-tracked!

"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ." Colossians 2:8

In another place Crabb says, "The gospel really is good news. When the internal troubles of people are exposed, when
unsatisfied longings are felt in a way that leads to overwhelming pain, when self-centeredness is recognized in every
fiber, then (and not until then) can the wonder of the gospel be truly appreciated."

Crabb interprets the gospel by the means of his "needs psychology"! He commits many errors contrary to the teachings
of the Bible with his statement. Yes the gospel is really good news, but from there he’s unbiblical. Examples: "Who
hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began," 2 Timothy 1:9 "And brought them out, and said,
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house." Acts 16:30-31

How can anyone dare put conditions on salvation beyond those specified in scripture? What do my unsatisfied
longings have to do with my salvation? Must one feel overwhelming pain? Must I recognize self-centeredness in every
fiber before I can appreciate the Gospel of Christ? The Bible makes no such stipulations or conditions, I only "need" to
see myself as a sinner, then repent and accept the salvation freely offered by God. Crabb must be listening to the
author of confusion, his writings often leave me miffed to what he means. Some Christians call it psychobabble
because it makes no sense and is self-contradicting. Even the world recognizes the foolishness of Freud’s teachings.
Why do people like Crabb continue to parade around like they have more knowledge about the nature of man then
even God?

Even the title of the book "Inside Out" is a direct reference to Crabb’s theology of the subconscious needs. It is not
Biblical. We are called to deny our "self" when people like Crabb teach us to exalt it. Humanism, psychoanalytic
techniques, behavoristic ideas, and personality psychologies stand against the way of the Cross. How can we support
such teachings? These things need to be rooted out from our church and from the body of all true believers.

"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it."
Matthew 16:24-25
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The list of problems with this book could go on and on. The thought of using this book in any capacity within a Bible
believing church should be immediately scrapped. It is heresy, it directly contradicts the True Word of God. Crabb
misuses scripture for his own purpose with his own words attempts to deceive the reader into thinking that God does
not reach the innermost parts of our being. He teaches no amount of yielding to God will help, and that we NEED him
to counsel us into God’s real truth to overcome our problems. Crabb’s God is a God far off who if he wishes to help
may, but not the God of the Bible who loves us and cares for the MOST difficult of problems we could ever know in
our "heart".

"The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money:
yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, [Is] not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us." Micah 3:11

"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" II Corinthians 10:5

Created: February 2/94 Revised 1/97 By John Beardsley
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Jack Schaap
Teaches Prosperity Doctrine! Article by Way of Life Ministry - David Cloud
(Copied with permission)

PROSPERITY DOCTRINE TAUGHT AT HYLES' FORMER CHURCH

April 28, 2003 (David Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Information Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-
295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org; for instructions about subscribing and unsubscribing or changing addresses, see the
information paragraph at the end of the article) -

When Jack Hyles died in 2001, the pastorate of First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana, passed to his son-in-law,
Jack Schaap.

Schaap has since published a series of booklets titled "God's Plan for Your Money" that borrows heavily from the
hyper-charismatic prosperity teaching of Don Meares, the pastor of Evangel Temple near Washington, D.C. Meares is
a proponent of the "Kingdom Now" theology that teaches that the church will take over the world and be made wealthy
before the return of Christ. He lives a lavish lifestyle and claims that God is giving him new revelations for these days.
He is associated with many of the radical charismatics such as Oral Roberts, Kenneth Copeland, Rod Parsley, Benny
Hinn, Paul Crouch, and Creflo Dollar, Jr. (who claims that Jesus was rich). Meares believes that God is raising up new
apostles and prophets for our day.

Note the following quotes from Schaap's booklets:

Jack Schaap: "Every promise to Abraham is my blessing, and I receive that blessing by the act of tithing because that
was when Abraham was blessed. The blessing was released when the tithe was given."

Actually the blessing of Abraham comes upon those who believe. He is known in Scripture as the father of faith, not
the father of tithing! "And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had
yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe ... Who against hope believed in hope, that
he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be" (Rom. 4:11,
18).

Jack Schaap: "The windows [referring to Malachi 3:10] allow the tither to see into another dimension. That dimension
allows the tither to rear his children, run his marriage, to have a happy home, and to have insight into Scripture."

This strange doctrine of tithing bringing "another dimension" has no biblical basis. It is strictly the figment of a fevered
charismatic imagination. Note the following quote from Why Tithe? by Don Meares: "When you tithe, you can expect
God to open the windows of heaven and dimensions of spiritual insight. You can expect God to show you your
destiny, who you are and where you are to go. When you do not tithe, God will not show you anything." It is sad to see
a fundamental Baptist preacher gullibly borrowing such nonsense.

Jack Schaap: "He was no longer Jacob the hustler, the shyster, or the trickster; he was Israel, a prince with God. ...
Jacob said, 'I saw who I really was. I saw what God's destiny was for me,' and that destiny was showed to a man who
promised he would be a tither."

Actually, Jacob was given the vision and promises of God BEFORE he pledged a tithe to God and his tithing had
nothing to do with the divine covenant that he inherited or with the revelation that God gave him.

Jack Schaap: "You say, 'What is that blessing?' It's the windows of Heaven. 'What are the windows of Heaven?' It's
that perception, that insight. No wonder Jeremiah understood that he was called from his mamma's womb. I bet his
daddy was a tither."
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Schaap tells us that Jeremiah received divine revelation because his father was a tither. All I can say to this is that it
must be something Pastor Schaap got from deep within the Hebrew!

Jack Schaap: "[Referring to Matthew 13:23] Your ground is your heart. God says, 'I have the power to produce fruit in
your heart, and those who tithe will produce fruit in their heart when they hear the Word of God.'"

Schaap quotes God here, but for the live of me, I can't find it in the Bible. That particular quote must be in the book of
2nd Opinions. You know, the book that contains those famous verses "cleanliness is next to godliness" and "God helps
those who help themselves."

Jack Schaap: "The tither's heart is protected from the world and Satan. ... The tither is not easily offended. ... The tither
has special insight into God's Word. ... The tither is a fruit bearer. ... God promises that the children of tithing parents
will reach their potential. ... Those who have love and joy and peace and longsuffering and gentleness and goodness
and faith and meekness and temperance are those who tithe.""

I thought those were the fruits of walking in right relationship with Jesus Christ and His Word and being filled by the
Holy Spirit, but now I see that they come through tithing. This is indeed a new revelation.

Jack Schaap: "Abraham tithed because he wanted God's blessing."

No, Abraham tithed because he HAD God's blessing and he wanted to honor the God who had blessed him. Abraham
didn't tithe until Genesis 14, but God had already blessed him in Genesis 12. When we come to the time of Malachi,
God did promise to bless tithing, but that is long after the days of Abraham. To say that Abraham tithed because he
wanted God's blessing is simply not found in the Bible and is mere speculation.

Jack Schaap: "Nobody is immune from the devourer touching his life, but God says, 'How would you like it if I
personally walk up to that spirit that wants to give you a hard time and say, 'SIT DOWN!' Would that help you at all?
God will control the spirit o the devourer, that spirit that hurts your marriage, that wounds your heart, that oppresses
you. ... I love tithing! I sit there and put my tithe in and say, 'I'm protected! Don't mess with me! You say, 'Do you
think your hot stuff?' No, but I've got an awesome Bodyguard. I double-dog dare you to hurt me because I know Who
protects me. Tithe! It's the best form of insurance you'll ever have."

Schaap tells us that tithing will not only bring prosperity, but it will take care of ALL of your problems. This is truly
an amazing new revelation.

Jack Schaap: "According to Genesis 4, offerings are associated with tithes. ... According to Genesis 4:4, Abel brought
a tithe which was the firstling, and he brought an offering, in that order. ... The result of Abel's obedience is recorded
in Genesis 4:4b, '...And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering. God respected the obedience of the obeyer;
consequently, He could receive Abel's offering. Abel was qualified to make an offering because he had given God his
firstfruits. Genesis 4:5 says, But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect...' Why? Because Cain had not
obeyed by giving the tithe first. Obedience is the prerequisite for sacrifice."

This is a very dangerous bit of scriptural twisting and it touches upon the very gospel itself. Schaap is saying that God
accepted Abel because he brought a tithe, not because he brought the bloody animal sacrifice that fore figured the
cross-work of Christ. In fact, Hebrews 11:4 says, "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain..." Abel was not bringing a tithe; he was bringing a sacrifice, a sin offering. Hebrews 12:24 also plainly states
that Abel's offering pointed to Christ. Furthermore, Schaap claims that "obedience is the prerequisite for sacrifice." If I
must obey God before I can claim the blood of Christ, which is what was depicted by Abel's offering, then that is a
works gospel.

Jack Schaap: "Nowhere in the Bible does it say that the law was hung on the cross; the Bible says ordinances were
hung on the cross."

This is the worse blunder of all. Pastor Schaap claims that the commandments of the Mosaic Law, particularly the Ten
Commandments, were not taken away by Christ. In fact, Paul says very plainly that the entire Mosaic Law was "done
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away" in Christ. In 2 Corinthians 3, he refers to that which was "written and engraven in stones" (verse 7). Obviously
he is speaking of the Ten Commandments and the other laws that were written on Mt. Sinai. Paul calls those
commandments a "ministration of death" (v. 7) and a "ministration of condemnation" (v. 9). The reason for this is that
man is sinful and he cannot keep God's holy law. Thus the only thing the law can do for man is to show him his sin
and point him to the Saviour, Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:10-13, 24-26). Paul through the Holy Spirit plainly tells us that the
Mosaic Law was "DONE AWAY" (v. 11) through the blood of Christ. Hallelujah! The believer is no longer under its
condemnation. We live by a higher and better law, which is called the "law of liberty" (James 1:25), "the royal law"
(James 2:8), the "law of the Spirit" (Rom. 8:2), and the "law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2).

CONCLUSION

To me, it is not surprising to find a fundamental Baptist pastor borrowing from the Charismatic prosperity message.
This fall it will have been 30 years since I became a fundamental Baptist preacher, and I know something about what
is going on in our midst. Too many independent Baptist preachers are lazy Bible students. Too many have nursed the
saints with topical milk and beat them with hobby horses and pet peeves and tickled their ears with wild stories instead
of grounding them in the meat of God's Word and discipling them in the spiritual life of Christ. Too many are willfully
uneducated about the heresies and compromises of our day. They don't know what is going on and they don't want to
know and they rebuke any man who tries to inform them. Too many have bought into the positive-only philosophy
and refuse to plainly identify error and false teachers. Therefore they and their people are susceptible to being
deceived by those very errors. Too many are looking for something that "works," some pragmatic methodology that
will build a larger church and bring in more offerings and are not exercising keen spiritual and biblical discernment
about such things.

The Charismatic movement is powerful and is influencing fundamentalist and fundamental Baptist churches in many
other ways. Charismatic music is coming in. Charismatic dress standards (meaning NO dress standards) are coming in.
The Charismatic judge-not philosophy is coming in.

In our estimation, the Charismatic movement is one of the glues of End Times apostasy. Be wise and beware!

[Distributed by Way of Life Literature's Fundamental Baptist Information Service. These articles cannot be stored on
BBS or Internet sites or sold or placed by themselves or with other material in any electronic format for sale, but may
be distributed for free by e-mail or by print. They must be left intact and nothing removed or changed, including these
informational headers. The Fundamental Baptist Information Service is a listing for Fundamental Baptists and other
fundamentalist, Bible-believing Christians. Our goal in this particular aspect of our ministry is not devotional but is
TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO ASSIST PREACHERS IN THE PROTECTION OF THE CHURCHES IN THIS
APOSTATE HOUR. This material is sent only to those who personally subscribe to the list. If somehow you have
subscribed unintentionally, following are the instructions for removal. TO SUBSCRIBE to the Fundamental Baptist
Information Service, send an email to lists@wayoflife.org and put "subscribe FBIS" in the subject field. To
UNSUBSCRIBE, send an email to lists@wayoflife.org and put "unsubscribe FBIS" in the subject field. To change
addresses, simply unsubscribe the old one, then re-subscribe the new one. Or a more simple process is to go to the web
site and sign up or change addresses there: http://www.wayoflife.org/fbis/subscribe.html We take up a quarterly
offering to fund this ministry, and those who use the materials are expected to participate (Galatians 6:6). Some of
these articles are from O Timothy magazine, which is in its 19th year of publication. Way of Life publishes many
helpful books. The catalog is located at the web site: http://www.wayoflife.org/catalog/catalog.htm Way of Life
Literature, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061. 866-295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org (e-mail). OFFERINGS can be
made at http://www.wayoflife.org/fbns/offering.html PAYPAL offerings can be made to
https://www.paypal.com/xclick/business=dcloud@wayoflife.org]

- Article posted in its entirety with permission.
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David danced and so can I!
 -Another lame excuse of c-rockers to behave like the world.

In my ever growing experience in dealing with so called Christian rockers (C-rockers) and the like, I have run across
yet one more excuse for them to defend their worldly behavior. As is almost always the case, the person wanting to
defend their pet sin seeks to rationalize it using scripture. In this case it is to defend their worldly dancing, body-
surfing, moshing and head-banging being used in their concerts:

2 Samuel 6:14 "And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod."

To top this off, the argument that David was almost naked for this dancing! The verse makes it clear he was wearing a
priest's linen ephod and as you will see in the following scripture that is NOT all!

1 Chronicles 15:27 "And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the
singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod of linen."

No where in these scriptures does David uncontrollably flail his body around into others, nor do those around
him pick him up and pass him around in their hands and we certainly do not see him dancing together with
others. In fact, a closer study of dancing on the Old Testament reveals the dancing was a "whirling" nothing like what
is being practiced at concerts today. Further, Michal despises David not recognizing David's joyful worship of God
that is expressing itself in a controlled way but mightily! How ANYONE can take and pervert these scriptures to
support the behavior of worldly uncontrolled dancing, body-surfing, moshing and head-banging commits the same sort
of blasphemous act as Michal! (unless you want to count the guards or police for crowd control!) We are first hand
witnesses to a small part of what is taking place at these so called Christian concerts and the "dancing" taking place is
not in worship but emotional hype and is most often sexual in nature -the complete opposite of what the Bible teaches.

It appears the c-rock & CCM crowd will go to any length to defend their sacred cow, certainly we will hear from many
a c-rocker or CCMer for shedding a little light in this area but the whole filthy industry of marketing our God in
sounding like their worldly counterparts needs to be exposed to the truth. What they are doing is wrong and without
defense in scripture.

Links Exposing Christian Rock's True Nature

Or
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Hello!? Is Anybody Out There?
- Just How Big is the Universe?
- By John A Beardsley III

The Bible says:

Genesis 15:5 

"And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and
tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall
thy seed be."

Here are some deep thoughts: Is the universe bigger then what we can see? Are
we short-sighted? Yes! Our eyes and telescopes are too weak to see how big
the universe is. Do you believe God created what we call the universe?   Or do
you think these galaxies just exploded into existence from nothing? Or is the
universe much smaller than we know and God much greater than we
understand?  Are there only three dimensions or do realms exist beyond human
comprehension?

Could our lack of vision of all creation, only allow us to see a small part of
what’s "out there?"   These questions and many more go through the minds of
some in this day that science fails to explain how vast the known universe is.

So many look at themselves as the center of the universe, truly an example of
how empty humans are when looking into the vastness of space, ---
demonstrating the feeble human condition on the intellectual level!

So many are willing to believe and even conclude that there IS alien life "out
there" not acknowledging the distances you must travel that must defy all
understanding of time and space to reach them or for them to reach us, ---
otherwise it would take thousands of years!

Back to reality from the "world" of science fiction, to date there is still no proof
AT ALL of life "out there" yet in spite of that science fiction movies abound to
fill that gap in our hearts and minds.  The fact is without God, you must make a
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giant leap of faith ---Science fiction is putting faith where there is no hope. 
But don’t tell the "UFO-ologists" that! (Those are the real kooks chasing
Unidentified Flying Objects for a reason for life)

If there is any truth to UFOs this verse gives you the source, Satan!

Ephesians 2:2
"Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience:"

This shouldn’t surprise you if you read your Bible what better way to deceive
the masses!!!

2 Thessalonians 2:9
"Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders,"

Today’s science fiction is more a false religion and fantasy revealing a truth of
the human condition, --- without God in the picture of the universe, visible and
invisible the universe is indeed a very, very large empty place!  The day has
come reader, I have to tell you, the force is NOT with you! I realize I just
dashed to bits another childhood dream but better learning it here then learning
the truth before God!

Romans 1:20-22
"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools,"

How desperately we seek to find something to hope in, something to have faith
in, instead of seeking the face of God who made the universe!

The size of the universe should boggle the mind of any rationale human being. 
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From the smallest particles to the biggest objects visible in the cosmos.  On
Earth, from the simplest life form, to the human being.  Frankly, I am aghast
that any human can really believe that it is all "by chance." Or other ridiculous
notions that we were "planted" here by some alien race! Where’s the proof?  It
doesn’t exist except in vain and foolish minds, who seek to deny the existence
of God.  We have indeed become fools if we deny there was even a creator
"God."

Psalms 53:1
<<To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David.>> The
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done
abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good.

Are we foolish enough to blindly leap in faith that there is some benevolent
alien being out there watching over Earth affairs that’s keeping us from
destroying it?

Do we grasp and live by the concept that the universe is just part of some
greater "circle of life" expanding and contracting over and over --- and has
always been in existence? 

Dr. Stan Swinney, (a real) retired NASA scientist (designer of the space shuttle
cockpit, the laser technology in guided smart bombs, and many other things),
describes this amazing number as follows: 
"If a man could count 20 numbers per second, it would take 100 million billion
years to count the known stars."

Psalm 147:4-5 

"He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names. Great
is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite."

Even the atheist and humanist cannot fully grasp the size of the universe and
neither can this writer. So how can we be so arrogant to deny the possibility
that there is a God who created everything? ---This is the same argument used
by those who put stock in the alien theories! Couldn’t it be that all we see was
created to point to a God of infinite wisdom and power?!  Can we honestly say
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we know enough to deny the existence of God?  --- How much knowledge is
enough? Our science only can grasp the most basic items of the world, yet we
pretend we have the answers to life?!   Science changes almost daily on topics
like evolution, even those who believe evolution cannot agree on all pertinent
aspects!  How absurd to demand people believe evolution is true then!

II Peter 3: 3-13
"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the
word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water
and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with
water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing,
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the
day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness."

Matthew 24:29
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:"
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Here’s a thought for these science fiction followers to chew on.   Put verses like
the ones above into the mix and imagine what could, make the "elements shall
melt with fervent heat,"  "And the stars shall fall from heaven." Could it be
what we are witnessing in the "cosmos" is our future destruction? Could the
phenomena of "Black Holes" be the hand of God holding back the destruction
foretold in scriptures? Or some other thing in space?   Perhaps.  The world
seems to love a good horror movie and one day its going to get horror in full
color as it happens to them! 

Consider this: Is it easier to believe that there is a God out there who created all
things OR that everything is "by chance?" What are you going to put your faith
in? Now using logic, if you believe there is a God out there didn’t He go to a
lot of trouble to create everything? Is it not sound reasoning to think that He
may have provided some form of communication with us? --- This isn’t too far
fetched compared to those supposed "alien" contacts our scientists search for!!!
Test what the Bible teaches, search its truth for yourself and see what a great
God has done! When you do, you find Him to be true! Many great men and
women have made this discovery when they sought to challenge the scriptures
but instead of revealing a lie, they found a Creator and Savior! Don’t let your
finite mind deceive you into thinking there is no God, pray that your eyes
would be opened to the truth today!

Hebrews 8:1 
"Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an
high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens;"

--- He made the universe, is there any task too small or too great for Him? My
"universe" got a whole lot bigger and brighter the day Jesus Christ became my
Savior, my Lord and my God! I am empty no more!

Revised 7/17/99
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Onward Followers of the Christ!?

In the search of knowing
Whence we came

We find a road most traveled
Not knowing where it goes

We just follow it with a feeling,
--- That we think is right.

 
Sensing there must be some force driving us on this road,

We make it how we live,
We walk along on it but whether it is real or fiction we cannot tell,

--- Surround it with our personal beliefs and make it our faith.
 

To protect how we feel we write books of comfort
Persuading others to come along,

--- So we can all go together down this road most traveled.
 

It maybe without reason we march down the road
But we cannot tell it just seems the only way to go,

We hear words of religion but do not want to hear any word of a place called Hell!
We look to each other to support our cause,

--- Not knowing what we believe is a god we have made in our minds.
 

We are without condemnation of those who act on their base or vile passions,
Freedom from the tyranny of religion is what we preach!

We make leaders of those who extol that nature most
with their books, conferences and fine speech!

--- We especially love those who are bold finding a greater experience!
 

 Are we the real fools who thinking ourselves wise
While stating how we hate religion but love Jesus?

--- Or is it you that is unwise!?
 

Our leaders are not afraid to say what they feel,
And quick to point out truth is too ambiguous to be defined!
--- We can show how our critics are too rigid, stiff and blind!

 
We clear our minds to new ideas and experience,

We write and sell more of our books than any of you,
--- Who dares to say what we write is unfounded or baseless lies!?

 
Truth is relative and experience opens the mind,
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--- But our detractors rely solely on a Bible - as if God could be so confined!
 

Since we’ve been marching on this road most traveled for some time,
We have found the true way! Don't you see?

It is our critics you must watch out for
With their trappings of a reality!

 
Onward Followers March!

Oppose any who would just use that Bible alone!
Those people are so narrow to think,

You do not know what is right for your heart!
--- They are not interpreting the Bible in the light!

 
Our numbers are growing!

How can they not see God is with us!?
Come with us!

--- Follow your feelings, intuitions and experience!
 

We are emerging into light! Can you feel it shine on you?
--- We are followers of the Christ!

 
We are on the road most traveled,
Not really knowing where it goes,

We feel we should somewhere deep inside, maybe,
But we don't question why or what we actually follow,

--- Because we are strong and walk the path we say is right!
 

We may sense there is be some force behind it,
We call upon its name from time to time,

We made it our god, we may even call it Christ,
We surround it with our personal beliefs,

--- It is truly our religion but please don’t call it that!
 

We protect how we feel with our written words of comfort and
We even have our own Bible or redefine one to fit.
We march boldly forward daring any to oppose,

Showing them to be haters,
 --- As we go together down this road most traveled.

By John Beardsley 1/14/12

Matthew 7:13 "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:"



A Bittersweet Revival

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/followers.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:48 PM]

Return To Our Home Page



Why I Knock "Christian" Rock

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/wknock.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:48 PM]

Why I Knock so-called "Christian" Rock (C-Rock)

After debating on numerous occasions with this group of people who most often identify themselves as "C-rockers" I
started seeing a dangerous trend in their defense. My purpose in putting this web page article together is to assist
Christians that are serious in defending their churches against this wile of our adversary.  Nothing in my walk with my
Lord for some 18+ years now has been more divisive an issue than music, in particular so called "Christian" Rock and
CCM music. -- That is why I believe an article such as this one is so badly needed. 

(NOTE: If you are a C-rocker reading this I make no apologies for the offense it will inflict on
your heart, this article unequivocally destroys the C-rock defense, because the Bible,

NOT John Beardsley judges it as wrong.)

1. The Rationales of C-rockers Defending Their Sacred Cow: 
Outrageous quotes from various individuals who have visited our site
(copies of e-mails on file) Remarks in Blue mine:

-- Consider next two messages together:
"I really do not understand how you can say that rock that glorifies Christ is bad. I like to mosh. I like to headbang.
And I like to worship Christ. We have different ways of worshipping. I can worship and have fun at the same time."

"As far as the crowd surfing and "jumping around," as you call it, goes, they are no indication of someone's spiritual
state. We are free to celebrate God in ANY form of music or dance, provided that people do not get abused or hurt."

--You won't find this in scriptures! Funny how so many c-rockers apply their behavior and music to the Bible but
the Bible offers them condemnation not accommodation for their behavior! This line of thinking is common
throughout these quotes. Here are just a couple of verses that condemn this sort of outrageous behavior:

1 Corinthians 7:1 "Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a
woman."
(In answer to the ridiculous notion that this verse only applies to the act of sex in a sinful manner the Bible
disagrees with you, it includes the practices of the heathen you cannot separate this practice of heathens in rock
concerts and "Christianize" it.)

Romans 12:2 "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

"About the body surfing; you have taken the verse about a man not touching a woman far out of context; the verse
speaks of sexual touching; casual touching, as far as I know, is not sinful. (If I am wrong, then should a man and
woman not shake hands?)"
--Bodysurfing is certainly NO handshake! You need to examine 1 Co. 7:1 more closely!

"What is biblically wrong with earrings, colored hair, and loud music? Please explain to me because I do not
understand where you are coming up with your information. I am 18 years old and have had more colors of hair than
God put in the rainbow. I have also had several ear piercings and a belly button piercing. I don't believe these things
did anything to hindrance my relationship with God and in fact had a positive impact on my witnessing to others."
-- How then are you different from the world? I do not believe you are making a lasting difference conforming to
the world, and your outward appearance is an affront to what scriptures teach no matter how you justify it.

"I'm just saying watch what you say. Because not all of us are OK with the kind of music I can imagine you listen to
which scares me!"
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--Hmmm, "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;" pretty
scary stuff! Here's a link to help find some of that "scary stuff" the Bible talks of: 
"HELPFUL MUSIC RESOURCES" http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud/fbns/helpful.htm

"I would just like to state that there are MANY Christian rock groups that have nothing but edifying lyrics and there
are many common hymns (Such as 'How Marvelous') which contain lyrics which defeat the entire purpose of the
gospel (Plus Christian Rock Lyrics don't require a master's degree in English to understand)."
--This person is as bad as another who tears apart "Amazing Grace!" Christian rock lyrics are quite so abstract or
vague that they can be interpreted a number of ways as demonstrated on our site.

"DC Talk does incorporate into their concerts many elements also found in secular music. However, these elements
themselves are not necessarily contrary to the teachings of Christ."
-- Point made for me by a c-rocker!

--These next three separate messages consider together:
"The merchandise there was relative to all Christian products. All Christian items are more expensive than secular
items. Even the Holy Bible. The reason they are promoting themselves is that they are using it as a witnessing tool.
Christian teens can buy shirts and what not show them to their non Christian friends and share to them the message of
the group, which is the message that Jesus has told us to share with the world."

"One thing that I would like to challenge is the notion that c-rock is about money. Let me tell you that Christian music
is not where the money is, and to suggest that is simply not accurate. Are their cases of ministries coveting money
unjustly? Of course there are, and I don't think that it has a stronghold on just the CCM industry."

"It is sad that you think it is all about money. I cannot believe the innuendoes made in the article about how Christian
rock bands are in it mostly for the money. Once again - a judgment - and a false one at that."
--I'll let the one billion false dollars made by the CCM and C-rock industry answer those remarks on money! Plus I
refer you to the reviews of what their message was and what they are selling! 

"There are some excellent Christian "rock" bands out there who play very theologically correct music, i.e. Tourniquet's
song "Sola Christus"" 
-- This band defended here called "Tourniquet" really does some pretty nasty stuff! LOOK:
"Tourniquet recently toured with anti-Christ band Atheist! Tourniquet is scheduled to play the Milwaukee Metal
Festival. They'll share the stage with such ungodly groups as Deicide and Morbid Angel, Deicide (whose name means
the death of God) are hard-core Satanists. Deicide has an album titled "Once Upon the Cross", the cover shows a
cloth covering the crucified Lord Jesus Christ with blood from each wound. On the inside of the album they have taken
the Lord Jesus Christ and cut Him open and are in the process of removing His insides! And Tourniquet is going to
share the stage with such an ungodly, wicked Christ-hating bunch! And Tourniquet has the audacity to claim to be a
follower of Jesus Christ! And don't tell me about being a witness, or a light in a dark place — the Bible is clear!
Ephesians 5:11 says, "And have NO FELLOWSHIP with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather REPROVE
THEM." SOURCE: CHRISTIAN ROCK: Blessing or Blasphemy? <http://www.av1611.org/crock.html

"For over six years I have wondered if a band would ever again be as big as Stryper was. It now seems that that time
has come, with the arrival of DC Talk."
-- Again the bands defended here "Stryper" and "DC Talk" are just as bad! LOOK:
"Stryper is not exactly "good little Christian boys." In 1989 Stryper toured with secular rockers White Lion. Drummer,
Greg D Angelo, says, "We threw a party . . . About two in the morning ROBERT SWEET WAS WHACKED! DRUNK!
He was being dragged around on his tiptoes by two women holding him up!" (RIP, June, 1989, p.41) Stryper also
toured with the perverted secular group WASP (whose name stands for We Are Sex Perverts). WASP singer Blackie
Lawless drinks blood on stage from a human skull. WASP spreads their satanic message, as they tell young people the
vicious lie that Lucifer loves them much they're drunk on his love and magic, in "Sleeping in the Fire":"  SOURCE:
CHRISTIAN ROCK: Blessing or Blasphemy? <http://www.av1611.org/crock.html

DC Talk (since these guys are very popular I am going to share a bit more about them) goto:

http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud/fbns/helpful.htm
http://www.av1611.org/crock.html
http://www.av1611.org/crock.html
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Right from the Mouths of DC Talk

And for more than you might want to know goto: " Blessing or Blasphemy?" <http://www.av1611.org/crock.html

A couple of samples: "The concert mosh pit is full and frantic, with enough pogoing an body-surfing to frighten
even the hippest of parents. The three DC Talk members all take turns at stage diving and body-surfing; security
must extract each from the crowd. Mr. McKeehan makes the most daring effort-a jump from a 12-foot high stack of
stage speakers into the mosh pit."

""Jesus Freak" was directed by an Englishman named Simon Maxwell. And who is Simon Maxwell? Simon
Maxwell is video director for the satanic and blasphemous Nine Inch Nails! DC Talk openly admits to watching
one of Nine Inch Nails videos, and liked Maxwell's style. "We had seen some of Simon's work with Nine Inch
Nails", says DC Talk vocalist Toby McKeehan. "HIS STYLE APPEALED TO US.""

"It's an odd paring, but Christian act DC Talk has teamed up with Simon Maxwell, known for his direction on
Nine Inch Nails' "Hurt," for one of the most progressive religious music clips ever released."
Please look at the links above, there is PLENTY of proof! Onto the next quote:

"Excuse for Christians to Rock?" and I am appalled at your criticism of what I believe to be a very GOOD thing. As a
music lover, I own over 150 CD's--ranging from classical to heavy metal. Very few of them are of Christian music.
But of all the music I own I consider "Jesus Freak" by D.C. Talk one of the BEST albums I have. And that is not
based solely on musical quality, but rather, because of the deep spiritual message the album proclaims."
-- If groups like "Tourniquet," "Stryper and "DC Talk" are examples of good c-rock, I would dread to see bad!
Sadly, yes there is even worse in the name of Christianity!

-- Consider next two messages together
"You said that this kind of music was not Christian music because it was loud. Hello? Even if it is loud, it's a praise to
Jesus."

"I would like to bring up about your article.  First, the loudness. Frankly put, some people like loud music, some like
soft. Some people like living in loud cities, others in the quiet country. Whatever  The police is there for everybody's
protection, not that a fight may break out, but that accidents do happen. Police are also at anti-abortion rallies, but does
that mean that they are wrong?"
-- Another common form of attack of c-rockers, accuse me of things I never said. I will say there is a very serious
problem if ANY music is literally deafening, remembering the body should be treated as a temple for the Holy
Spirit. To listen to music that loud is to abuse your body! As to the "Hello?" I hear fine, but I can't say the same
for avid c-rockers!

"1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own?"

-- Consider next three messages together:
"Do you go just to find fault? The whole exercise seems like a waste of time and effort. If C-rock is not your scene,
then go to a traditional hymn recital."

"If I am to accept your arguments ( and who am I to dispute them? ), then Christianity is about conforming to
conservative traditionalism, where cool music, dancing, modern dress, freedom of expression, and the freedom to
challenge and explore new ideas are all frowned upon. It is a place where freedom to be oneself is not welcomed."

"I am writing in response to your article on Christian rock music. You seem to expect every Christian song to resemble
those found in the hymnals at church. I am a college student, and if it were not for Christian rap and rock I would not
listen to Christian music. You said that the score should not overshadow the lyrics, but I do not understand this."
-- Interesting stereotype used often to detract from the issue of c-rock, also untrue.

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/dctalki.htm
http://www.av1611.org/crock.html
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"You know what? I have been reading through some of your propaganda. And I think you may have actually missed
some "unscriptural" doctrines out there. Like using toilet paper and driving a car." 
-- "Propaganda?" Sharing what the Bible teaches? Oh well if its "propaganda" I didn't write it in the Bible, God
did!!!

"I just read your review of the Newsboys/Third Day concert and must say I am not surprised to find much of the same
judgmental attitude of the DC Talk review."
--- Another very common ploy used by c-rockers, shoot the messenger, and offer no proof of their accusations! 

"As a youth leader and deacon in my church I have to say that I not only enjoy the music of both of these groups [DC
Talk & Newsboys] but I heartily endorse them and use their material in teaching my Sunday School class on
occasion."
---As a Sunday school teacher and youth leader myself I have one thing to say to this remark, AHHH! This person
is in church leadership! Now that I find pretty scary!!!

"I have only one question; if DC Talk and other Christian bands are so bad then how can a man like Billy Graham
associate himself and the ministry that he has been blessed with the likes of DC Talk and still call himself a credible
preacher."
---Is Graham a Biblically sound preacher? Sorry to say no he is not. 
Go to this link to learn more:   http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/graham/

"I find your web page utterly repulsive. You are the prime example of a modern day Pharisee."
--- And yet another accusation often used with NO PROOF, its easy for c-rockers to call names just don't expect
any substantive proof to back it up.  I often remind c-rockers who the Pharisees were, the religious leaders of Jesus'
day well known for adding and taking away from scriptures to THEIR ADVANTAGE, like those exposed on our
web site!

"I am sorry to hear you condemn so many moves of God. Be careful not to judge God's anointed. You may be
hindering the work of the Holy Spirit." 
--- And yes, another accusation. But if one reads what is shared, the truth is God has already judged the behavior
exposed on our site, so it cannot be from God to begin with! 

"For one thing, I am not a fan of the Newsboys--as a matter of fact, I prefer a harder style of music. I do, however,
have their "Take Me to your Leader" CD and I appreciate the stand they take for Jesus Christ. That is why I feel I
should defend them--they are my brothers in Christ and do not deserve to have their ministry shot down by a holier-
than-thou highbrow like yourself. [Emphasis in italics/underline mine]
---What stand did the Newsboys take? I refer you to our review on them to see for yourself But it doesn't stop there!
Here's more from this same person:

"I am distorting NOTHING that the Bible says; you, however, seem to have a knack for taking things out of context
and reproducing them as absolute truth. Everything I do, I do to the glory of God....whether I am worshipping in a
church service, reading the Bible, or picking up my bass guitar and singing in my rock band. Rock music is nothing
more than the popular music of today, just as hymns were the popular music of the day when they were written. You
are not the one to tell me what type of music glorifies God and what does not--I believe that He would know that
better than you, and I feel that I am glorifying Him in what I do, as are the Newsboys and many other Christian bands.
And if rebellion against parents and God is a side effect of "evil" Christian rock music, it must have passed me by."
(Italics emphasis mine)
-- This describes the majority of  c-rockers better then any of the others above. It clearly demonstrates their
defense, their rationale is nothing more than excuses!!! Everything we have exposed gets twisted and turned into a
defense for c-rock, no matter how many scriptures, no matter that we witnessed some of the insane behavior for
ourselves.  Frankly, it is like dealing with cult members and others who twist scriptures to defend their
doctrines and behaviors that the Bible condemns. These are indeed days described in scriptures: 2 Ti 4!

"I think it commendable that you are taking the effort to express your beliefs. But, I have a hard time with this method.
I believe you are trying to do what is right in your eyes but you seem to have forgotten "What Would Jesus DO?""

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/graham/
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--- Indeed! What would Jesus Do?  I'll let scriptures answer as He probably would: Perhaps Jesus would quote
these scriptures with many others like them!

Body-surfing, head-banging and moshing? Violates:
1 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a
woman. (Discussed above).

Also consider:
Matthew 7:18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you,

Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

The key: "Beware of the leaven!" Tossing out c-rock is tossing out the leavened bread and does not fit that popular
cliche' of "throw the baby out with the bath water" which is often used by c-rockers in order to excuse their
outrageous behavior and rebellious music.

2. The Rationales are really excuses to Rock!

Where do we stop making excuses for C-Rock and CCM!? It is obvious from the quotes above that the c-rockers are
NOT in agreement on the intensity of their music and behavior --- where do you draw the line?  They simply refer it to
a matter of taste in spite of overwhelming evidence that what they are doing is Biblically wrong. They turn and accuse
me of judging their music and they accuse me of "only singing hymns" when they do not know me and know the great
love of Godly music I have. C-rockers attempt to confuse the issue and attack my person!.

For the point of argument , say I swallow their "pill" of c-rock is OK, where does the music I listen to stop being
Christian music and start being unchristian? How much of the behavior documented on our site and others linked
to it has to occur at the c-rock concerts before its wrong and sinful? How many more "new" Christian things
copying the world's secular ungodly, antichristian music can be employed before it violates the Bible about
conforming to this world?  These are frank and honest questions that c-rockers offer NO consistent or substantive
answer to, because Biblically they have nothing to stand on! C-rockers have crossed lines set in scripture by God, not
by me. Its anyone's guess how far c-rock can go! I've seen enough out here on the Internet to KNOW what I am saying
here is completely true, the varying degree of these c-rockers and rockers alike prove it for me.

No Biblical discernment is used or desired by c-rockers as the quotes above demonstrate.  There is no defense to the
behavior at these concerts because they do conform to the world. They do not rightly divide scriptures, they "proof
text" scripture (approach scriptures with a preconceived thought of defending a behavior and making it fit).  Anytime
any of us sin intentionally we often try and justify it in such a manner, but then the Holy Spirit lets us know we are
being disobedient and if we are God's children we repent. C-rockers don't repent, but in fact laud their behavior as
wholesome and Christian!  This is why I refer to other debates I have had in the past with cult members and others
; they too use the same methodology and logic to defend their behaviors and teachings!  As the quotes
above demonstrate over and over they have no proof, no scripture to defend their outrageous behavior! Just for a
second, try and imagine a concert like one of those described, say a "Tourniquet" concert was held some 100 years
ago, would it be tolerated by God fearing Christians? No!! So why do we tolerate these workers of Satan now? Why
do we allow our teens to listen to music that turns their hearts away from God and to the world ---even
despising godly hymns!   Pastors and/or parents, we must stop the move of this music into our churches and it must
start in the homes. 

Here is an example of the damage c-rock and CCM causes:
"And I don't want to have to be that way to my friends that listen to that music because they won't want to be my
friends anymore if I am mean to them. are they going to hell for that music? I think they are good Christian people. I'm
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really confused, can you help?"

Confused? Consider the author of the confusion, CCM and C-rock are "new" in the church and NOT
supported Biblically. Confusion comes from our adversary Satan.

1 Corinthians 14:33 "For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."

This e-mail quoted is another typical one we get, the confusion caused by C-rock and CCM sends some of our kids
into a tailspin.  Who will this one follow? His friends or Godly instruction? Parents, wake up!!! C-rock and CCM is in
MOST of our churches and along with it the a ton of other baggage!!!  This is not an alarmist cry!  I have provided
only a little of the proof revealing the true spirit of C-rock and CCM.   C-rock and CCM are completely tied to the
other so called "movements" of God invading the church such as the Charismatic Movement, Laughter Movement
(Much of C-rock and CCM got their starts with the Vineyard), Ecumenical Movement link here:
http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud/fbns/contemporarychristian.htm, and numerous false teachers!

I hope this article has helped you learn what not to give your children.  Don't pollute them with the world's ways:

James 1:27
"Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the world."

3. The Kind of Faith Christians are called to exhibit:
The concerts such as DC Talk and etc., totally violate that our faith is to be a sober faith: (Being sober means not
only not drinking or drugs!) 
1 Thessalonians 5:6 "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober."

1 Thessalonians 5:8 "But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation."

Titus 1:8 "But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;"

Titus 2:2 "That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience."

Titus 2:6 "Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded."

1 Peter 1:13 "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;"

1 Peter 4:7 "But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer."

1 Peter 5:8 "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour:"

Only two of the references are in regards to getting drunk with wine. A further study of what the Bible is saying
shows sober to mean:

"to be of sound mind, to be in one's right mind, to exercise self control, to put a moderate estimate upon one's self, to
curb one's passions, be in right mind, to be calm and collected in spirit, to be temperate, dispassionate, circumspect, of
a sound mind, sane, in one's senses, curbing one's desires and impulses, self-controlled, temperate."

I think that more than makes the point. The C-rock/CCM crowd often encourages and participates in outrageous and
even insane behavior completely violating this principle in the name of "fun" again as shown in the articles exposing
the C-rock/CCM crowd. Please look at the other links exposing so called "Christian Rock & CCM" from our site.

Information compiled:
January 1, 1999 by John Beardsley (Minor revisions and corrections on 12/7/2008) 

http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud/fbns/contemporarychristian.htm


Why I Knock "Christian" Rock

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/wknock.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:48 PM]

Please DO NOT COPY OR RE-POST on other Internet sites without our express permission.
  However, we invite you to link to our site as you need,
A link to us does not mean we endorse you in ANY way.

Return To Our Home Page

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm


To Sin to Reach a Sinner?! - An Ode to C-Rockers and the like

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/sintosin.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:49 PM]

To Sin to Reach a Sinner?!
– An Ode to C-Rockers and the like
…in answer to their many lies and distortions of God’s Holy Word.

Did Christ become a sinner to reach us? 
Or did he endure the cross to bring salvation? 
Did Jesus say go and sin to be saved from sin? 
Or go and sin no more?

John 8:11 "She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more."
Matthew 16:24 "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me."

What are we to believe friend? 
Do we walk with the world? 
Or do we walk in the world ever apart from it?

2 Corinthians 6:14,17 "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?" 17 "Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,"

Do we take on their appearance look and style,
When it compromises the Word in which we say believe?
Do we make ourselves to conform with others, 
When it causes some to stumble?

Romans 12:2 "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

Is it so difficult just to trust and obey friend?
Is it so hard to believe God's Word is true, 
Since you claim to believe in the same Jesus I do?

Acts 5:29 "Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men."

Don't you see what you are doing?
Don't you see the pain you are causing?
Don't you care for the parents that are crying?
As you always say to me, "What would Jesus do?"
Indeed, what would He do!

Matthew 18:6 "But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea." 
1 Corinthians 8:9 "But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are
weak."

1 Peter 4:17 "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall
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the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?"

Why must you have it your way?
Why not accept the scriptures for what they say,what God says.
And you call me "unloving!?" ---Where is "your" love for God!?
I cannot stop you from sinning to reach the sinner, 
I only stand against you as a witness, 
Your behavior is abominable, 
Your appearance is of the world yet you claim you are "Christian," 
Beware! Your walk is as children of disobedience ---to the Bible you claim as true!

Ephesians 5:6-11 "Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon
the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye
light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them."

Romans 16:17-18 "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple."

John Beardsley 3/13/99

Links Exposing Christian Rock's True Nature:
Bible Believers' Resource Page

Topic : Christian? Rock

Or

Return To Our Home Page
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"I can of my own self do nothing: as I hear I judge: and my judgment is just: because I seek not mine
own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me." John 5:30

The Church Upon We Rock?
(Following the concepts of today’s "Revival" ) A fictional story using various pieces of things
actually taking place in so called "Christian Rock" concerts and in churchs!!! It can be a glimpse
into the near future!!!

One day I turned on my TV and I got an invitation to come and hear of a faith that promised to rebuild
me inside. These guys looked just like me with their long two tone hair, and earrings! I had really been
hurting these past few months since my father died, nothing really made sense and I was tired of the
party life. Drugs and alcohol were just making me feel worse, even suicide seemed like a good choice!
My rock and roll only deepened my depression. There was no hope in the music or in the words and the
beat of the bass just thundered in my head.

I went to a church that Saturday and wow what a church it was! As I approached the door a gentleman
said that will be twenty dollars please. I handed him the money and went and found my seat. Much like
the rock concerts I attended, the musical stage was elaborate with lots of speakers and lights! I thought,
surely this is a new kind of church, they must have what I need.

As the service began, an announcer/comedian came up and told a few corny jokes and then a band came
on stage. The lights dimmed and the drummer began the beat --- I found myself asking what’s the
difference from the other concerts I would attend? Just like a rock concert the audience rushed forward
and pressed against the stage and began to jump with the beat. They would be singing but I could hardly
hear the words; occasionally I would hear them say the name of Jesus or just to "shine." The words really
didn’t make sense; but Oh well, who cares, they rhymed almost!

I saw a man with a big fat belly
It moved like a bowl of jello
It was hard to understand what he said
Because I had to move to see his head
Jesus Saves is what he ranted in a typical suit and tie
As he stood on a box in the city
Claiming he knows the way

They had an unplugged session where they told me how people stumble and will disappoint me and how
there is someone who never will. I could assume they were talking about Jesus but they didn’t say how
to know Him.

The next part of the service, much to my surprise, was made up of several entertaining skits about life
being a "process" with Jesus at the head. That our problem wasn’t our sin but a low esteem of ourselves
and how we should forgive God that we have harbored wrong feelings in our inner child. An announcer
spoke of the great revival we are witnessing and how God gave one of their members a vision of tweety
bird laying an egg! I laughed thinking this lady has got to be kidding! But she said, "Indeed these are
serious times!" And concluded in saying we should be sure to get our "What Would Jesus Do" (WWJD)
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bracelets before we leave.

The band returned for a second session they said would be worship and what worship it was! As the
audience got wild some people started dropping to the floor as if they were dead while others screamed
aloud "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!" Another next to me started babbling a repetitive sound and another crowed
like a rooster! What is this place I have come into! Not even the rock concerts could compare! These
people are either mad or have a few screws loose! The wild music then switched to bizarre as a music
video started behind them and the audience of those still standing were mesmerized by the music and the
lights.

Before it was all over, just like the concerts I’m used to attending, the band would rev our emotions up
on high and got a good mosh pit going! There I was up by the front, and whoa! Look at this girl being
body surfed across the crowd and they’re rolling her all around! Even the band joined in the fray, stage
diving into the crowd… was that someone on a stretcher being taken out?!

Before they stopped I moved back to my seat – everyone was oblivious to me, a lost soul! I watched and
listened intently when the band members and announcers had spoken, but I was agonizing inside still.
Who is Jesus? What did he do? How can I know Him and learn of His truth?

All they told me was to ask someone around me as they were heading out, but how do I talk to a stranger
to find the answers. Isn’t that what the people conducting the service are there for? As I left the
auditorium I saw people crowded around tables buying and selling – maybe there I can learn more; I
thought! I pressed my way through only to be disappointed at all I saw; trinkets, coins and signed posters
by the band! Nothing to tell me more about the Jesus they said they were singing about!

As I left the church I wondered why I had bothered. They are just like the rest of us living as if life is
just one big party! So back to my friends I went, at least I can talk to them, even if they don’t know who
Jesus is. Maybe He’s not that important after all!
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The Invasion Begins!
A Review Of the News Boys "Take Me To Your Leader Tour"

Article published in The Christian Conscience June 1997

 In the days leading to May 12, 1997 at 7:30p.m. we were warned by radio and television our town would be invaded
by the band News Boys along with two others as they came to Rapid City South Dakota’s Civic Center Arena. It was
then I decided a follow-up article was needed to the article my wife and I put together about DC Talk last June. The
article examined the unchristian behavior and lack of a gospel message to the unsaved persons attending these
concerts. After our experience last year, I was prepared with earplugs to help drown the heavy bass and I needed them!

 Last year in the DC Talk concert I witnessed the behavior seen in the secular rock scene of "body-surfing, moshing
and head banging" this concert was calm in comparison --- but it was not for a lack of trying, there was no "mosh pit"
so they simply were not set up for it. During the concert a News Boys video was shown exhibiting this behavior and
even one of our local "Christian" radio station representatives jumped into the crowd and was "body-surfed" back onto
the stage. Other irresponsible behavior by the crowd was subdued by the security at the stage. One teenage boy bared
his top half to the crowd danced around on stage twice before security could catch him and remove him. --- Look and
see for yourself the behavior which goes with the music! This is the true spirit of "Rock n’ Roll" not godly Christian
music. Eph 5:19-20.

 Even the review of this tour by our local newspaper saw the problem with the News Boys, titled:" "Newsboys'
message lost on latest CD" and comments such as: "Although most of the choruses are straightforward, the verses are
hard to follow, a flaw that serves to trivialize the band's Christian message." and "Built on lyrics that leave too many
holes to be filled, the band's message gets lost somewhere in the alternative music." With this as an overview I will
now give you my first hand account of the News Boys "Take Me To Your Leader" tour.

 As I walked into the Civic Center I noticed the ambulance parked by the arena doors and while entering saw the
young man in front of me snuffing out his cigarette before going in. Yes, here I am again, the only member of the
crowd in suit and tie, boy did I get some strange looks, mostly from the teens and some adults who had donned their
"grunge" clothes. I found myself a seat towards the back of the arena and awaited the concerts’ start. Looking around I
counted 20 speakers on each side hanging above the stage though in comparison they were not as large as the ones
used by DC Talk. The crowd appeared to be a composed of more young teens than the DC Talk concert, definitely
more kids that appeared to be 10 years old or younger.

 The announcer from one of our "Christian" radio stations came on stage to introduce the first group "3rd Day" and said
to the crowd loudly, "gotta get pumped!" He went onto say how the News Boys "Take Me To Your Leader" tour was
voted No# 1 by CCM Contemporary Christian Music Magazine. The announcer then introduced a new "stand-up
comic," Bob Smiley --- now we have stand-up comics for Christ too?! Hmmm, maybe we should open a Christian
night club for him! After some poor attempts at humor the band 3rd Day came on stage. They opened with a piece
from the secular song "Celebrate," then went into playing loud hard rock music. I will say the first two bands were to
be exceeded in volume by the News Boys. Other than this band encouraging the audience to jump up and down you
could hardly understand a word of their lyrics. Prior to the concert I read their lyrics but unfortunately I seriously
doubt anyone understood them as they were drown out by their heavy beat. After about forty-five minutes they
finished their session and the radio announcers returned to "rev" up the crowd more. One of them got the crowd to start
making a "hoo’ing" noise then said to the effect, "90% of your time at the concert tonight should be screaming and
losing your mind and the other 10% left for your drive home. The comic returned wearing multiple tee-shirts and gave
a sales pitch for them and the dog-tags, pendants, crosses and posters of the bands and how all money made from these
go straight to the bands. 

rd
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The group "Plankeye" was then introduced. Plankeye was very much like the first group, 3  Day. With their loud
music you could hardly understand a word of what was said because it was drown out by the guitars. Plankeye in a
short break shared more of a Christian message (one maybe, two minutes) than any of the others. The band member
spoke of "no excuses," "Jesus came to give life abundantly" --- but no mention of how to know Jesus unless you take
their next "slow" song as the gospel which says in part, "Please take my life away to give it away to Jesus." --that is no
gospel either. Then in about a minute they returned to the heavy metal sound. At a point in one of their songs I noticed
a child, maybe 8 or 9 years old holding his ears and his Dad or guardian leading him out of the concert arena, a few
minutes later he returned with cotton freshly inserted in his ears! A testimony based solely on action alone!

 At the end of the Plankeye session one of the band members said of the teens who were bouncing at the front of the
stage, remarking how they were "jumping because Jesus made a difference in their lives." I put this right up there with
"holy laughter," we now have "holy jumping!" I believe it was a member of Plankeye who went into a commercial for
"World Vision" and how the News Boys had teamed together with them to feed and educate some of the poor of the
world. He also mentioned they teach them with the Bible. They brought out a small screen and turned on a commercial
saying what they can do with just $20 a month. At the end of the commercial a sales pitch was given to get you to sign
up on sheets in the foyer of the arena. Intermission time.

 During the intermission some notable music was played over the speakers. Movie theme songs to Close Encounters,
Superman, 2001, The Star Wars Series and others. --- The whole bit was really an introduction to the alien encounter I
was about to experience! Alien to Christ that is! At the end of the intermission the lights are dimmed and the crowd
gets as wild as it gets for the night, cheering, hoooping, yelling and stomping their feet for the News Boys to start. –
Was this a concert for Jesus or a football game!? Then they turned out all the lights. The sound of a deep bass drone
fills the arena for a minute or two and the theme to "Star Wars" starts playing. Immediately after, strobe lights turn on
underneath what is supposed to be three "flying saucers" descending onto the stage. I then noticed the band members
on top of these "saucers" dressed in space suits and lights on top of their heads. In addition to the strobe lights, black
lights are used to enhance the special effects. As soon as the "saucers" landed the band members jumped off and onto
the stage and started into a very loud rock music piece. The band members were jumping up and down and the crowd
jumped with them. The bass beat, just like or worse then DC Talk, went right through my body. The beat combined
with the strobes and black lights even caused me to experience a bit of nausea. The lyrics to the News Boys music
proved to be more unintelligible than the other bands with the exception of a slow piece entitled, "Lets talk about
love." The News Boys, like DC Talk, are fond of the strange lights and using moving hypnotic patterns, similar to a
sixties rock group. At one point the music used an extremely heavy deep bass while you heard an enchanting but
unintelligible voice. The "saucers" were then lifted up sideways and became large video viewing screens. At this point
they showed clips from their movie "Down Under the Big Top" and they sang a song about joining the circus. During
this part of the session they played secular music "Funky town," and another piece I remember from Peter Frampton
but I do not remember the title. Next, one of the News Boys crew went down in front of the stage with a live video
camera, eyeing the band up close. As the lead singer went on singing he got his face very close to the camera and it
gave him the appearance of having his eyes darkened due to the lack of light, and with his bald head it was quite a
sight; not a pleasant one! In one of the next pieces the heavy bass beat and guitar continued but the video was of the
band riding ATVs and motorcycles. This would not really be interesting except to say they were performing jumps
into the air where they would even dump the motorcycle -- a potentially dangerous thing to do or promote!

 The band made some attempts at humor, even the lyrics had some silly remarks that would make some laugh --- but
there is no laughing when I put their words next to scriptures. There is no gospel message and the name of Jesus is not
said even one time in the "Take Me To Your Leader" album or the previous album "Going Public." There are
references made to God, Lord and one to the cross ---that’s all, only unclear references to being a Christian. When
reviewing the lyrics I noticed another prominent C-Rocker, Steve Taylor, who wrote or assisted in the writing in eight
of the eleven songs on the album. I found this ironic since Taylor has been criticized in the past for the same lack of
gospel in his music!

 They went into a dueling drum piece about midway through the concert which was almost too much to bear for the
shear thumping of the drums. The incessant drumming truly reminded me of my unsaved years. As an unsaved teen
I’m sure I would have cheered them on as this crowd did. It ended with one of the drummers throwing one of his
drumsticks into the crowd! That was really stupid --- who knows where it could have landed and that was not the first
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time the band threw objects into the crowd. After the "duel" they went in to one of their earlier albums "Going Public"
and sang the song "Shine" which is obviously quite popular with their fans. You really had to struggle to hear the
lyrics until they sang the chorus,

"Shine, Make’em wonder what you’ve got, Make’em wish that they were not, On the outside looking bored, Shine, Let
it shine before all men, Let’em see good works, and then Let’em glorify the Lord." Reading the lyrics I saw the rest of
the song as nothing but nonsense.

 This song is typical of their music giving vague references to the gospel, maybe not as abstract as those of DC Talk
but unclear none the less. Following this song, they brought back the weird lights and video clips on their saucer
screens, clips of different leaders and pieces of the news, TV shows, even one from a nasty cartoon which is put on by
MTV –B&B. Then the music stopped and what is to be their gospel message began. The band member who spoke said
to the effect, we should have a passion for our faith, that people should see we are different, we should be salty
Christians, that we should tell our friends what Jesus did in our lives and how God has changed us. He told how salt
preserves, and how we can help stop the spread of decay and corruption and how if we lose our saltiness we are good
for nothing. The band member then gave his version of the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, saying these were people
just interested in "doing their own thing." He spoke of how Abraham bartered with God to spare the cities, and then he
used this reasoning to say God destroyed these cites due to their lack of righteous people, not sin!? I listened very
carefully to the points he made and scripture does not agree at all:

"But the men of Sodom [were] wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly." Genesis 13:13

 "And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;"
Genesis 18:20

 "And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where [are] the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out
unto us, that we may know them." Genesis 19:5

 "The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide [it] not.
Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves." Isaiah 3:9

 "Sinners before the LORD exceedingly," "because their sin is very grievous," "bring them out unto us, that we may
know them," "and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide [it] not." The people of Sodom were evil, wicked sinners
and demonstrated it in their behavior! They were not only, "doing their own thing" they were a reprobate and
perverse people. The News Boys band member speaking, changed the words of God into a completely different
meaning, softening the judgment of God upon sin. There is more than a problem with semantics, this is false teaching!
In conclusion, he said to those who didn’t know Jesus to ask those they came with or ask someone around them about
what Jesus did in their lives and he said to the effect, before going back into their rock music, "I know you don’t want
to hear anymore preaching." There may have been another couple of songs until the close of the concert with them
climbing onto the now lowered platforms/saucers and raising them off back to the planet from which they came. –The
invasion ended! But who won the battle? As the curtain closed a sheet was dropped down which read, "Live long and
Prosper." -- A phrase which gets its popularity from the "Star Trek" series. For a group that puts down the New Age
movement they do a great job promoting it!

You can call this a "Christian" concert if you wish -- but I promise you it is not. Like DC Talk, maybe these are
Christians singing Rock, but it is not Christian music. Eph. 5:19-20. In addition, the same unchristian behavior is the
earmark for both of these concerts NOT a presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The so-called "preaching" left off
a few of the most key elements like quoting scriptures! We as Christians are responsible to share the gospel with the
unsaved Matt 28:19-20. Here are a few of the missing elements: First, we are sinners. Ro. 3:23. Second, we need a
savior –Jesus Christ who died on a cross for our sins. Third, to ask God’s forgiveness by faith believing on the finished
work of Jesus on the cross. And others were omitted from the preaching as it was with DC Talk. The News Boys as
"salty Christians," or as ones with "a passion for their faith" failed miserably in their gospel presentation if their faith is
in Jesus Christ.

Christians can have "fun" without all of the world's nonsense and fads. The idea we need these C-rock concerts to
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reach teens is bunk. What we are actually doing is telling them its "OK" to rock! My advice to C-rockers, is simple --
Repent! Quit trying to rationalize the behavior, quit distorting the Bible's teachings on music to make them fit what
you are doing. The heathen do the same thing! Return or turn to the music that is truly
spiritual. I have read a group of testimonies of mostly teenagers and the damage C-rock did to them. One of the known
side-effects of this music is rebellion against parents and God! The folks of CCM need some hard looking at since they
called this the number #1 tour for the year. It appears that the less you say of Jesus Christ and His finished work on the
cross for our redemption the more popular you are! Something is amuck in the Christian music scene and it comes
down to the love of money, and a lack of a genuine love for lost souls. Many of the applications included do not apply
to Christian music alone --- many have gone away from the faith and have adopted doctrines foreign to scriptures.
Many of the same verses of scripture that reprove those who participate in Christian Rock speak just as strongly to
those involved in the so-called "Holy Laughter" movement. The same ridiculous behavior, the same kinds of teaching
permeate Christian Rock and the laughter movement --- the same spirit! The spirit of the anti-Christ! A simple word or
two on what a spirit filled Christian does, shows the contrast!

Ephesians 5:18 - 21
18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 21. Submitting yourselves one to another in the
fear of God.

Colossians 3:16 
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."

Being filled with the Spirit has what results? Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, making
melody in your heart to the Lord. Then we are to give thanks always, and submit to one another in the fear of God.
Col. 3:16 closely parallels Eph. 5:18. Being filled means to let the word of Christ dwell in you richly! The behavior of
Christian Rockers and the like are the opposite! So if our kids are attending these concerts saved and unsaved what are
we really accomplishing??? Nothing, short of indoctrinating them to the rebellious rock scene. It is this writer’s
heartfelt belief as alcohol leads to drugs, lessor drugs to harder drugs these so-called Christian Rockers are the pied-
pipers with music leading to Hell. Using seductive methods to excite the emotions of our teens which include heavy
bass, hypnotic lights, loud guitars and a variety of theatrics helping to strip away our teens inhibitions to perform acts
in the flesh. This is seen in the bodysurfing, head-banging, moshing and jumping too! Secular rock concerts and the
violence of these acts are clearly seen, it is riotous behavior they are introducing as Christian! (Read Romans 13:13-
14) The Bible teaches much more on this subject which there is not enough room to go into here. To close here are a
few more Bible references which will help the person serious about following Jesus Christ to leave the rock scene: 2
Corinthians 6:14-18, Exodus 32:17 – 19, Romans 12:1-2, 2 Timothy 3:16, Jeremiah 10:2, 2 Corinthians 5:15-17, Mark
9:42, James 4:4

Return To Our Home Page
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DC Talk Examined
By John & Kathy Beardsley

Article as it appears in The Christian Conscience June 1996
(Corrections made 5/30/98 to several quotes thought to be made by Kevin Smith now made to read generically by a DC Talk band member.)

Christian Rock or an excuse for Christians to Rock? --- the band DC Talk Examined

The fun started the day a promotional tape came to our church for the DC Talk "Jesus Freak Tour" which was about a
month before their concert on the evening of May 16th at the Rapid City Civic Center. I sat down at home and watched
their video and was quite surprised by what was introduced to me as Christian music. I was so surprised I wanted to
learn more. Little did I know the roller coaster ride I was stepping onto! I requested tickets from CMA, the promoters
of DC Talk telling them I sought to write about the group for The Christian Conscience Magazine. Their hospitality in
providing two tickets is appreciated. In part of my explanation as to why I wanted to attend, I told the promoters, "I
believe Christians should have nothing to hide." My pastor puts it another way, "The truth never fears examination."

Who is the Group DC Talk?

DC Talk was formed in 1989 by [Toby] McKeehan and [Michael] Tait in Washington, D.C. DC Talk
was a reference to the area, but their record label suggested they counter "vulgar stuff" out there by saying
"DC" stood for "decent Christian" talk." (2)

"The group won Artist of the Year and Song of the Year at the Gospel Music Association’s Dove Awards
in April. It was the first time a rock group or rock song had been honored in either catagory." (1)

The Album "Jesus Freak" is DC Talk’s latest work and sold 85,000 copies in its first week. "There are a
lot of kids who come to see us on the road. Some of them like the music for its sheer listening pleasure."
says Kevin Smith of DC Talk (1) "But its nice when fans go deeper and hear what Smith, 28, McKeehan,
31, and Michael Tait, 30, have to say as artists," Smith says.

The music’s message is as strong as the driving rock beat of "Jesus Freak," and as heartfelt as the lyrical
beauty of their song "What if I Stumble." (1) Some of DC Talk’s musical role models are the Beatles,
David Bowie, The Police, U2. [Ed. Note: these are ALL secular bands]

II Corinthians 6:14 reminds us:

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?"

"I think Jesus would have liked our music." "I think he would have appreciated the message, the stand
we’re taking."- Kevin Smith of DC Talk (1)

The Message and Stand of DC Talk — Our First Hand Account

"And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, [There is] a noise of war in the
camp. And he said, [It is] not the voice of [them that] shout for mastery, neither [is it] the voice of [them that] cry for
being overcome: [but] the noise of [them that] sing do I hear. And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the
camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and
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brake them beneath the mount.." (Exodus 32:17 - 19)

The evening of May 16, 1996 my wife, Kathy, and I went to the Rapid City Civic Center to see for ourselves why DC
Talk is so popular. We did not anticipate the decibel level at which the band played, but thankfully, the Lord provided
earplugs through a friend working security. We knew the music would be loud, but not the earsplitting level we
experienced that evening. We spotted eighteen speakers over head on each side –36 speakers in all.

The tickets we were provided placed us in row one to one side of the stage. From our seats we could see at least 18-20
support staff as well as 5 police officers for security. We both noticed a surprisingly large number of young children at
the concert ranging in age from approximately 5 years to preteen. I guess most parents felt safe taking or letting their
young children go to a "Christian" concert.

Just before the concert began an announcer cautioned that the dance floor area (otherwise known as the "mosh pit") on
the opposite side of the stage from where we were, was restricted to those who were eighteen and above. A couple of
representatives from one of our local Christian stations did a bit of a theatrical introduction. I could not help but notice
the earrings one of these men was wearing along with his "two tone" hair; it was quite a sight to behold.

The time arrived for the concert to begin, lights dimmed and the first band Audio Adrenaline came on stage.
Suddenly a large number from the audience left their seats and rushed forward to be near the stage. At about the same
time the band played the first bass beat and this crowd began to jump up and down to the music.

An extremely loud and incessant heavy bass beat was the predominant trademark for both bands for the entire evening.
The musicians of Audio Adrenaline stirred-up the crowd as they thrashed their heads around, and bounced around the
stage to their hard rock music. Kathy and I decided after the first couple of songs to move away after one girl jumping
wildly near us knocked down another Thankfully they were both okay.

There was virtually no self control near the stage. This crowd was "high" on the loud music. On the third song we
carried out our decision to move up and further away which gave us a better view but unfortunately no relief of the
pounding bass beat we would feel in our chests until the concert ended.

Just when we thought things could not get nuttier, Audio Adrenaline played the secular rock song Free Ride. The
crowd cheered wildly and went bananas, obviously recognizing the secular artist who wrote the song. They jumped
harder and a small group in the front started waving their bodies around to the music in what is called a "mosh." Then
someone was lifted on top of the crowd and was moved around by the crowds hands in a "body surf." This maybe
mellow compared to a "secular" rock concert --- but should Christians behave like this?

Towards the end, even one of the Audio Adrenaline band members jumped on top of the crowd for a "surf" creating
an atmosphere for chaos. All the while the music was so loud if anyone could hear the words it wasn’t enough to get a
message from, hence, the reaction was to the "rock" beat not the words. After some 45 minutes Audio Adrenaline
finished their session.

During the intermission I looked around to see what kind of items were for sale. Did they have books sharing their
testimony? Or anything which would identify them with Christ? I didn’t find any. Instead, all I could see on the tables
were T-Shirts promoting the bands, pendants, key-rings and pictures of the band at what I thought were exorbitant
prices. Anyone going to this concert paid $18.50 just to get in, so I guess it should not have been a surprise.

 

The Eye and the Freak

The intermission ended and the stage was completely rearranged. A very elaborate lighting array encompassed the
band and stage. The lights dimmed, the heavy bass started and the crowd was jumping again. DC Talk also added a
video screen behind them and as they played various pictures were shown with some songs. Other frames had abstract
colors similar to what you might see in an old ‘60s movie portraying those weird acid rock groups!
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In the video for the song Mind’s Eye some of the pictures went from abstract to bizarre. The video flashed pictures of
a human eye then switching to the eye of an eagle or a hawk, it was hard to say, from soaring above scenery of the
outdoors, through clouds and this sequence repeated a few times. Then it switched to that of flying into a lightning
storm which really was weird, a spot on the cloud would light up and the bolt of lightning followed, all very fast and
sometimes several at once. Then it switched back to the human eye flashing back and forth with that hawk or eagle
eye. Just the name of the song I believe gave it more than a New Age theme, whether the band knows that or not!

Numerous strobe lights which were used during certain parts of DC Talk’s session along with a combination of the
other effects. An interesting thing we noticed was that every time DC Talk played a secular song such as the Beatles’
Help and the Doobie Brothers’ Jesus is Just Alright With Me, the crowd got louder and more excited. DC Talk also
used, Jimi Hendrix’s, Purple Haze [Editor note: a drug reference], and the sound of the mouthpiece instrument made
famous by the Rock singer, Peter Frampton. Each time either band did anything secular the amount of body surfing
increased as well as other behavior unbecoming of Christians. That should suggest that the majority of the crowd was
there for the "rock" music and the Christian aspect had nothing to do with it.

Let’s not forget ---the members from both bands encouraged the behavior and took part in it! Two of the DC Talk
band members jumped off stage into the crowd and the third band member jumped off sound equipment that sat on the
stage which made his jump higher. Appearing to be about five feet above the raised hands of the crowd from where we
were sitting.

One of the DC Talk Band members, when introducing their main song Jesus Freak, explained how he was trying to
come up with some lyrics and that he opened his dictionary and "stumbled across a word in the ‘F’ section" – The
crowd cheered loudly before he went on to say what the word was--- "freak.". then proceeded to give definitions of the
word:

1. Strange, weird or queer.

2. Jokingly saying, "I don’t remember, uh, Bill Clinton."

3. Lastly, "An ardent enthusiast," inferring they are ardent enthusiasts for Jesus Christ, to which the crowd roared
loudly once again.

 

A Strange Gospel Presentation

Through the DC Talk session which ran about one hour and forty minutes, the band members spoke of God in
general terms only. I noticed how often the band leader, kept saying "God is coming again." Perhaps I’m not used to
hearing it put that way, but I tell people, "Jesus is coming again!" I found his statements to be confusing and almost
misleading at times.

The band leader did say, there’s a God who forgives us when we stumble, which led into one song I could half way
understand. DC Talk also quoted from a Bible translation I am unfamiliar with. He said, "…anyone who dislikes his
fellowman is not in the light…" meaning, he is not right with God. The Bible says in 1 John 2:9-11:

"He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother
abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes."

"Disliking someone" versus "hating" someone is one example of changing what the Bible says.

The stand for Christ at the end of the concert given by one of the band members started with "People will let you
down," and "I’m not here to preach". While some of what was said was good, "people letting you down whereas Jesus
Christ won’t," his message ended with the words "Any kind of pressure is wrong, I don’t want to put any pressure on
anyone" and "Just ask someone walking around you"—in reference to finding out more about "this Jesus."
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Though the band members spoke of their personal struggles and briefly mentioned that Jesus carried them through,
they weren’t explicit in telling the crowd HOW they can know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. ---They left the
responsibility to the unsuspecting people in the crowd, who the majority it would seem, cared more about beating
everyone else out the door!

Case in point: Many folks had already left the auditorium when they realized the music was over and more were
leaving as the band member started talking!

During a break in the middle of the concert, the band members took time to share with the audience. That should have
been the perfect time to give a salvation message, knowing the crowd would stick around for the music following.
Unfortunately, the opportunity was completely missed. It was truly heartbreaking to see so many left hanging when
there was opportunity to plant seeds of salvation.

 

A Message of Compromise

Smith said, referring to Jesus, "I think He would appreciate the message, the stand we’re taking." My question is: What
stand did he take? What message did he give the people other than you know how to compromise with the world;
using their music, speaking in adoration of the people who wrote the secular music, making your role models those
who are of the secular world? Some of these role models you chose are anti-Christian and are of the world and not of
God.

A lesson to be learned!--- When you compromise with the world, you will end up doing things their way, not God’s.
Labeling something "Christian" doesn’t make so. As a Christian, can you stand apart from the world when you blend
in so well? How are they going to know?

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."
(Romans 12:1-2)

We believe DC Talk and their music are prime examples of compromising these verses in the Christian realm. When I
put this together with other statements by Smith in an interview with our local paper,

"None of the three band members is a member of an organized Christian denomination." Smith, "We
follow the person of Jesus Christ." Then Smith goes on to say, "We feel the Christian belief is a personal
belief, that it’s not something that can be taught."

What about Bible verses like: II Timothy 3:16?

"All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:"

The interview points out that Smith was raised in a Christian family like the other band members and he says, "I grew
up knowing theology, but I didn’t know a personal relationship with God until I found it by myself."

Compare Smith’s statement and his music to the following verses:

"And [that] he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died
for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ
after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we [him] no more. Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." (2 Corinthians 5:15-17)

Does this kind of music reflect the new or the old? DC Talk was right, people let you down. Their "sermon," was the
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biggest let down and most irresponsible one I have ever heard.

 

Bodysurfing, Moshing and Headbanging for Jesus?

"Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen…" (Jeremiah 10:2 )

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord…" (II Corinthians 6:17)

Yes! The "Bodysurfing, Moshing and Headbanging" we witnessed on the video was largely the reason we saw the
need to research and write this article. No one we talked to has ever heard of this behavior in the name of Christianity.
In fact, DC Talk says in their promotional video, "we want to get a good mosh pit going and some head-banging." As
to the bodysurfing, well the band participates! Does this sort of behavior align to scripture? Consider the following
scriptures:

"Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife
and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to [fulfil] the lusts [thereof]."
(Romans 13:13-14)

Are Christian parents so naïve that they do not see the "fleshly" appeal to their teenagers? What about the riotous
atmosphere? They passed people across the top of a crowd with their hands, on their front and back, boy and girl
alike!!!

How about the extremely loud volume? It was earsplitting in a literal sense, I listened through one song, and my ears
were ringing. Are not our bodies considered a temple for the Holy Spirit? Why do Christians want to subject their
eardrums to abuse? Why is it necessary to promote this kind of behavior, much less be a part of it? Do we agree with
the worldly philosophy of "safe sex," and say, "Well they’re going to do it anyway?"

What about the children at this concert? Kathy and I both saw different reactions from the small children some were
mimicking the adults, others were in a stupor sitting quietly as the music droned on and on. We even had one boy pass
in front of us saying to a friend, "Now all I have to do is get my hearing back." – That was only halfway through the
concert! We were saddened more by watching these young kids than anything else. What must be going through the
heads of these children?! For both of us our sadness turns to anger against anyone who would corrupt our children like
this! What did Jesus say about the little ones?

"And whosoever shall offend one of [these] little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea." (Mark 9:42)

Sadly, even the promoters for the band echo the same sentiment one of our local Christian radio stations did, these are
the "thing to do" with kids at concerts. Has God changed, or have we? A local response to a letter to the editor of our
newspaper concerning these activities that would occur, compared Christian Rock to David dancing in the Temple. So,
are we now going to start charging $18.50 a seat to worship?

The verses in the Bible are numerous which speak against these activities, even though the promoters have argued, "it
is well orchestrated and safety is a priority," this does not change the fact that the behavior is not Christian. I have
spent over a week thinking of how to convey the danger and deception of the music and behavior. It comes down to
what does the Bible say? What are the standards for Christian music set forth in the Bible? Do musical forms reflect
beliefs? Where is the line? Where does the Christian set their standards? We must agree on Christian behavior, do you
participate in these things?

I was saved out of the rock scene. Why would I want to enslave myself to this worldly lifestyle again? While speaking
with Sarah Leslie, Editor of the Christian Conscience, she pointed out that

"The use of the term "freak", according to its original meaning, has now been turned completely around.
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Those who were hippie counter-culture "freaks" were radically saved. When we were called "Jesus
Freaks" in the ‘70’s, it was a reference to our past life, but also implied being willing to live for Jesus in a
holy, sober and righteous manner that ran completely contrary to the popular hippie culture --- in other
words becoming a new type of "freak".

DC Talk has twisted the term completely around to mean Christians mimicking the popular culture
--- willing to act wildly, moshing, head-banging, etc. (like "freaks") to spread the Gospel."

I have to ask why would we ever use such a word as "freak" to describe our fervor for Jesus Christ? Why do we need
to "dress down" as these band members do? Do we need to do this to be accepted? Do we have to cross-dress to reach
cross-dressers?

The Rock and Roll culture is a subculture, on the fringe of our society. Is this kind of music Christian? No, I do not
believe it is. Are the band members Christians? Perhaps, it is hard to tell if you go by the music and the words, only
God knows the heart. At best this was a Rock n’ Roll concert performed by some misled Christians. Parents beware!

"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." (James 4:4)

Footnotes: 
(1) Article in Rapid City Journal May 10, 1996 "Musical Missionaries"
(2) Article in Rapid City Journal May 18, 1996 "DC Talk, Audio Adrenaline played spirited rock n’ roll

Don’t Compromise! 
Poem by - Kathy Beardsley , Inspired by Our Lord Jesus
Date - February 8, 1992

With every passing hour of the day,
Kids are being tricked into thinking
That Christian rock and alike are O.K.
Because the lyrics keep them from sinking.
Rock music, heavy metal and rap;
Where are their roots of origin?
Christian rock, etc. is a trap;
Compromise with the world’s sin.
Remember, God’s word stands strong on it’s own.
"My words will not return unto me void."

Don’t use God’s word to justify and condone
Worldly music that’s meant to destroy.
Some say: "Christian words make the song,
Nothing else really matters!"

But when the music is so loud and strong,
For all they know it’s idle chatter.
"Be separate from the world" God tells us,
And show ourselves worthy unto Him.

Don’t compromise the principals He gave us
Just so the world will accept you in.

"And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the
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word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." (Colossians 3:15-16,Also refer to Ephesians 5:19)
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DC TALK DEFENDED - Answered!
- This page is an answer to the hatchet job done to our article DC Talk
Examined by a C-rocker! The C-Rocker's article is printed in blue and my
responses are in teal, parts in black from our original article, 1st and 2nd
responses.
Since the publication of the article "DC Talk Examined" I have heard numerous excuses for why it is "OK" for
a Christian to rock.  The public accusations leveled by this c-rocker deserve an answer, and because it is typical
of the e-mails I have received.  Here it goes:

Here is perhaps the most interesting of my pages on Christian rock apologetics. I came across
an entire article slamming one Christian group, and my response to it invoked a response from
its author, which is more than I can say for any of the other authors I have written.

"Slamming?!"  Is it "slamming" when I question their ungodly behavior in the light of scripture? Or is that plain and
simple discernment. Please read on.

With each page I create I first e-mail what I have to say to its author and/or webmaster, then
upload it to my own site. It's been months since my first page, and I've never received a
response from an author until this one. Mr. Beardsley replied promptly but unfortunately no
more cordially than the tone of the article that follows, followed by our dialogue.

But how did this C-rocker come to me? "I trust you would have no objections to my posting a response to your article.
I will of course confront you with it first as per the Lord's instruction and give you an opportunity to change your
page, if you find it necessary." He came with the intent to confront and defend his position no more "cordial" than I. I
answered in a manner of here are the facts of the events that occurred and compared them to scriptures. Because this
person sees this as lacking in being cordial there is nothing for me to apologize nor is it offered.

As Mr. Beardsley will say, "Christians should have nothing to hide," and that the "truth never
fears examination"... therefore despite his lack of response on this matter I trust he would have
no objections to my posting this. As per the Lord's instruction I have gone to him personally
and individually (via e-mail), and by his saying "goodbye" below, I see that as his saying he
will "refuse to listen to me," and so here I am presenting it to the church on my web site.
Parts have been deleted from this one in the interest of brevity, and as usual all my remarks
are in blue. [Bold Emphasis mine]

The "goodbye" Mr. C-rocker, was to tell you there is nothing further to discuss. I offered Biblical proof of what I was
saying, but you did not receive it. I am not part of your local church! My web site tells you where I am a member --
-your use of Matthew 18 is completely unbiblical (as if churches that openly endorse such behavior would ever
consider adding us to their membership besides). I refer readers to this web page for a further discussion on this matter
and much more on sound doctrine and how Christians are to judge:

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Introduction/

For over six years I have wondered if a band would ever again be as big as Stryper was. It now seems that
that time has come, with the arrival of DC Talk.

You defend groups like Stryper?! A group that mimics the secular group KISS???!!! Simply amazing!  And your site
includes a who's who list in c-rock and cross over groups and singers. (listed later in this response) For more evidence
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of the hearts of those groups I refer readers to the following web pages:

http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/rockm/satanic.htm Christian" Rock Music Christian or Satanic?

http://www.av1611.org/crock.html Christian Rock - Blessing or Blasphemy? - by Terry Watkins

Now, having released four explicitly Christian albums, gaining some mainstream recognition and filling
arenas coast to coast, just as Stryper did, DC Talk is also falling under attack by certain Christians, whose
personal preferences are getting in the way of letting God work through a particular style of music. This
persecution I believe was a key factor in the unfortunate demise of Stryper in the early 1990's. One can
only pray that the same thing will not happen again, and that folks like Mr. Beardsley will find something
more productive to do with their time than slam fellow Christians because they don't like their music style
or its decibel level.

Who said I was not fond of rock? I learned through reading my Bible that it was wrong and THAT IS WHY I LEFT
IT!!! You seem to enjoy putting words in people's mouths! [There is reason for my expressed emotion here our
articles and others showing facts of events are twisted and perverted in order to discredit us which is the definition
often applied to of "slamming" and "attacking." - This is far different from what I have done. Now to put it in
perspective, I have been attacked by you and you have attacked other Christians like Terry Watkins and Jeff
Godwin publicly on your website.  You are condemning these men and others like them for standing on what
SCRIPTURES teach us clearly --- as you promote riotous and wanton behavior. Mr. C-rocker if you believe
everything you say here and your site you are spiritually blind!

I have been a fan of DC Talk ever since I heard "Spinnin' Round" in 1991, and it has been a thrill to see
what they have become. Already with many Dove and Grammy Awards and over a million records sold,
they released Jesus Freak in late 1995. JF remained true to their form in that every song carried an
explicit Christian message. Even with little if any mainstream radio or video airplay, the album debuted at
#16 on the Billboard Top 200. (That's the Billboard Top 200, not just the Christian chart, where they had
spent many months on top). With this success brought recognition and distribution from a large secular
label, and this has in turn brought some mainstream radio chart success in recent months.

Explicit Christian message? Nonsense!  I don't know if the DC Talk website carries their lyrics still but feel free to
look at this freak of a record album dubbed as Christian music! Their message is vague or abstract at best. Look at my
critique of the lyrics of the song.  Fame and awards doesn't mean their so-called Christian message is true to
scripture.Jesus Freak linked here.

None of us can imagine what the temptation these brothers must be going through, to compromise their
lyrics for a chance at even more mainstream recognition and fame.

The temptation to crossover to secular is what you are talking about, because the world wants them not for their
Christian testimony, but their rock music period. What does the Bible have to say about being friends with the world?
Because they certainly are! Just look at DC Talk's appearance, their attire, their music, their lyrics and behavior!
Compromise is the key!  True Christians need only worry about recognition from their Heavenly Father, not from
man.  It's obvious which is ore important to them. What's the difference between them and the world? If there is a clear
difference it is not evident!

How nice it would be if artists like DC Talk could focus all their attention on spreading the Gospel of
Christ, rather than having to defend themselves against the likes of these folks.

What Gospel? Where is it? How nice it would be if c-rockers would take off their blinders and take responsibility for
feeding the frenzy of rebellious teens as they think they are doing God a service by confusing our kids and
encouraging them to rebel against their parents!!!

I never had the pleasure of seeing a Stryper show, but like all accounts I have heard, at a DC Talk show
(which I have seen many many times), while full of energy, the presence of God is so sweet and so

http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/rockm/satanic.htm
http://www.av1611.org/crock.html
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/freaks.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/freaks.htm
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evident. Unfortunately, not everyone goes to a DC Talk show for fun, fellowship, praise, or awesome
musicianship...

I refer you to my article DC Talk examined for what this show I witnessed with my wife was really like! Energy? Yes
there was plenty! God's presence?! Absolutely NOT!  Were rock musicians present? Yes, with that I cannot argue,
they are rock musicians.

Actually, the group did not form in DC, and the statement about the record label is quite presumptuous.

Mr. C-rocker didn't even ask for my source of this quote. It was provided to our local newspaper by the promotion of
the DC Talk band! Contact the Rapid City Journal and their sources. I even double checked this accusation, and the
quote from the Journal is correct.  The only difference is my article included the band members first names in
the quote questioned!!! So I've corrected the quote as follows:

"DC Talk was formed in 1989 by [Toby] McKeehan and [Michael] Tait in Washington, D.C. DC Talk was a
reference to the area, but their record label suggested they counter "vulgar stuff" out there by saying "DC" stood
for "decent Christian" talk." 

Now are you saying this yourself, or agreeing with what was said about them in the press? Regardless,
your saying that their message is strong conflicts with you saying that it's "hard to tell if the band members
are Christian by the lyrics..."

Some of DC Talk's musical role models are the Beatles, David Bowie, The Police, U2. [Ed. Note: these are ALL
secular bands]

[My note: These are their musical role models.]

Thank you for proving my point! Another C-rock group you laud "Jars of Clay" made a similar statement.  Remember;
we're to strive to be more Christ like, which means, we model ourselves after Jesus not after secular rock bands.  (This
is detailed more as you read on.)

"Jars of Clay, which recently appeared on "The Late Show with David Letterman," is a trio that names Jimi
Hendrix and The Beatles as their inspirations." Of course the national media and others reporting this are all
conspiring against them to destroy their Christian reputation! NOT!

And as we said in the original article:
II Corinthians 6:14 reminds us:

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"

"I think Jesus would have liked our music." "I think he would have appreciated the message, the stand we're taking."
Kevin Smith of DC Talk (1)

THE MESSAGE AND STAND OF DC TALK -- OUR FIRST HAND ACCOUNT

"And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, [There is] a noise of
war in the camp. And he said, [It is] not the voice of [them that] shout for mastery, neither [is it] the voice
of [them that] cry for being overcome: [but] the noise of [them that] sing do I hear. And it came to pass,
as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed
hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.." (Exodus 32:17 -19)

I'm [having trouble] figuring out [the relevancy] of [this passage] here.

I am not surprised, so I'll spell it out: 
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1. "A noise of war," "the noise of [them that] sing" LOUD MUSIC.
2. Golden Calf, 
3. Revelry and riotous behavior. 
- We witnessed something VERY much like this at the DC Talk concert.

The evening of May 16, 1996 my wife, Kathy, and I went to the Rapid City Civic Center to see for ourselves why DC
Talk is so popular. We did not anticipate the decibel level at which the band played, but thankfully, the Lord provided
earplugs through a friend working security. We knew the music would be loud, but not the earsplitting level we
experienced that evening. We spotted eighteen speakers over head on each side -36 speakers in all.

The tickets we were provided placed us in row one to one side of the stage. From our seats we could see at least 18-20
support staff as well as 5 police officers for security. We both noticed a surprisingly large number of young children at
the concert ranging in age from approximately 5 years to preteen. I guess most parents felt safe taking or letting their
young children go to a "Christian" concert.

[More background information and slams against opening act Audio Adrenaline deleted].

This writer likes using the word "slam" since my wife and I dare to object to these groups on Biblical principles. NOT
because we don't like a particular style!!!

During the intermission I looked around to see what kind of items were for sale. Did they have books sharing their
testimony? Or anything which would identify them with Christ? I didn't find any. Instead, all I could see on the tables
were T-Shirts promoting the bands, pendants, key-rings and pictures of the band at what I thought were exorbitant
prices. Anyone going to this concert paid $18.50 just to get in, so I guess it should not have been a surprise.

Touche. But this seems odd coming from someone who along with his wife was given complimentary
tickets.

This snide remark comes with no acknowledgement of the WHY we went to the concert in the first place that is
explained in the first paragraph of the article. I even remarked of the promoter, "Their hospitality in providing two
tickets is appreciated." We did not lie to the promoters on why we were requesting the tickets. Obviously the c-rocker
just doesn't like the point of truth, the materialism in c-rock is at epidemic proportions!

THE EYE AND THE FREAK

The intermission ended and the stage was completely rearranged. A very elaborate lighting array encompassed the
band and stage. The lights dimmed, the heavy bass started and the crowd was jumping again. DC Talk also added a
video screen behind them and as they played various pictures were shown with some songs. Other frames had abstract
colors similar to what you might see in an old '60s movie portraying those weird acid rock groups!

In the video for the song Mind's Eye some of the pictures went from abstract to bizarre. The video flashed pictures of a
human eye then switching to the eye of an eagle or a hawk, it was hard to say, from soaring above scenery of the
outdoors, through clouds and this sequence repeated a few times. Then it switched to that of flying into a lightning
storm which really was weird, a spot on the cloud would light up and the bolt of lightning followed, all very fast and
sometimes several at once. Then it switched back to the human eye flashing back and forth with that hawk or eagle
eye. Just the name of the song I believe gave it more than a New Age theme, whether the band knows that or not!

A New Age theme? Give them a break! "Mind's Eye" is a brilliant song about a Christian's faith journey!
Why give such credit to the New Age?

Mr. C-rocker I guess you can make whatever you want of this yourself but as with "Jesus Freak" there is no gospel
message to the song "Mind's Eye" for all the listener knows it could be Buddha, or the so-called Rev. Moon they are
talking about or just someone talking to a spirit guide! That is a fact, the song is so generic any faith can derive
meaning from it! Here's a critique of "Mind's Eye" that shows all the New Age influence!

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/mind.htm
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Numerous strobe lights which were used during certain parts of DC Talk's session along with a combination of the
other effects. An interesting thing we noticed was that every time DC Talk played a secular song such as the Beatles'
Help and the Doobie Brothers' Jesus is Just Alright With Me, the crowd got louder and more excited. DC Talk also
used, Jimi Hendrix's, Purple Haze [Editor note: a drug reference], and the sound of the mouthpiece instrument made
famous by the Rock singer, Peter Frampton. Each time either band did anything secular the amount of body surfing
increased as well as other behavior unbecoming of Christians. That should suggest that the majority of the crowd was
there for the "rock" music and the Christian aspect had nothing to do with it.

This is utterly ridiculous. First of all, how did the band 'do something secular?'

THEY PLAYED SECULAR ROCK SONGS, THAT'S HOW! Are you really that blind? Do we conform to the world
to reach it?

As for the crowd getting "louder and more excited," this would be very difficult for you to defend, I have
seen many many DC Talk shows, as well as own a lot of concert footage video, the intensity level is high
throughout. I'm having trouble seeing how you could say that when DC Talk played "Help," the crowd got
louder and more excited." That is the very first song in their set! I would certainly hope that the a crowd at
any show would get "louder and more excited" during the performance as during the intermission! As for
"Jesus Is Just Alright," as it is performed by DC Talk it is really stretching it to say that it is the Doobie
Brothers.' Mr. Watkins was confused on this issue as well, and this was dealt with on my page responding
to him. Just where did they use "Purple Haze?" As for the mouthpiece that you give Peter Frampton the
credit for, this has been used by countless musicians, Christian included.

Defense of the loud music getting louder is not necessary because it happened.  The crowd obviously recognized the
secular songs and responded in kind.   Also, the bands don't necessarily follow the same routine every where they go.  
Anyone going to these concerts can see and hear for themselves, though I do not advise it, that the music is used to
manipulate the crowd into a frenzy ---constantly shifting gears you can say. Mr. C-rocker, why must I defend this
statement when it is so very blatantly obvious that it is true?! And I used to listen to groups like the Doobie's and DC
Talk DID copy the Doobie's song that is a fact!

Finally, how is it up to you to say that 'body surfing' and the like is 'unbecoming of Christians?'

If Mr. c-rocker can honestly say that his hormones aren't aroused when a woman is being passed over his head,
whether he touches her or not, than he can place himself on a pretty high pedestal and pat himself on his back.  It is
not up to me or you but God. And He says:

1 Corinthians 7:1 
"Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman."  (This verse
covers participating in heathen practices, how is this body-surfing not one? A closer examination of this verse alone
shows it covers this sort of behavior and many more illicit acts, it is a shame any Christian would downplay how
dangerous body-surfing and the like is.)

Let's not forget ---the members from both bands encouraged the behavior and took part in it! Two of the DC Talk
band members jumped off stage into the crowd and the third band member jumped off sound equipment that sat on the
stage which made his jump higher. Appearing to be about five feet above the raised hands of the crowd from where we
were sitting.

Let's not forget -- you have not at all established that there is something inherently wrong or unchristian
with doing this.

Oh yes I most certainly did.  Tell me, what is it about "riotous behavior" do you not understand? I just gave another
verse which you are encouraging people to violate! And this behavior IS demonstrated as "inherently wrong" later in
our article as well.  I guess you didn't read it before responding to it.

A STRANGE GOSPEL PRESENTATION
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Through the DC Talk session which ran about one hour and forty minutes, the band members spoke of God in general
terms only. I noticed how often the band leader, Smith, kept saying "God is coming again." Perhaps I'm not used to
hearing it put that way, but I tell people, "Jesus is coming again!" I found Smith's statements to be confusing and
almost misleading at times.

Well first of all, you obviously went into the arena looking for things for which to condemn DC Talk.

Again you are judging and condemning me and putting words in my mouth.  This Mr. C-rocker is untrue, plus one
would not have to try hard to find the problems we found.

(You say later that you do not believe that rock music is of God). Second, unless the show you attended
happened to be way different than all the ones I've ever attended (which I highly doubt), the band member
you should be referring to is Toby McKeehan. To get even the name of the band's leader wrong suggests
how ill-qualified you are to cyber-preach against them.

This is a typical tactic to detract from the point I am making. Did I say I know each band member? If I confused a
couple of the members you now consider me "ill-qualified" to preach against them, how stupid!

Smith did say, there's a God who forgives us when we stumble, which led into one song I could half way understand.

That's very nice. I might add though, that the majority of fans in attendance know each of the songs by
heart.

We saw no indication that half or one quarter of the fans attending knew the lyrics of the songs by heart...they knew
the music maybe.

DC Talk also quoted from a Bible translation I am unfamiliar with. Smith said, "...anyone who dislikes his fellowman
is not in the light..." meaning, he is not right with God. The Bible says in 1 John 2:9-11: (bold emphasis mine)

"He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother
abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." (bold emphasis
mine)

"Disliking someone" versus "hating" someone is one example of changing what the Bible says.

The stand for Christ at the end of the concert given by Smith started with "People will let you down," and "I'm not
here to preach". While some of what was said was good, "people letting you down whereas Jesus Christ won't," his
message ended with the words "Any kind of pressure is wrong, I don't want to put any pressure on anyone" and "Just
ask someone walking around you"-in reference to finding out more about "this Jesus."

Obviously, since you had no response to the above you have no problem with whatever translation is used by your c-
rock idols nor is sound doctrine a concern. Or was your silence here an agreement that they are teaching falsely!?

During a break in the middle of the concert, the band members took time to share with the audience. That should have
been the perfect time to give a salvation message, knowing the crowd would stick around for the music following.
Unfortunately, the opportunity was completely missed. It was truly heartbreaking to see so many left hanging when
there was opportunity to plant seeds of salvation.

I can guarantee that many, many seeds are planted every night DC Talk comes to town.

Seeds of corruption perhaps. Because of the lack of a gospel message in the music or speaking it was not the Jesus of
the Bible. Jesus commanded us to preach the gospel:
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Matthew 28:19-20 "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen."

DC Talk's concert LACKED a gospel message!

A MESSAGE OF COMPROMISE

Smith said, referring to Jesus, "I think He would appreciate the message, the stand we're taking." My question is: What
stand did he take? What message did he give the people other than you know how to compromise with the world;
using their music, speaking in adoration of the people who wrote the secular music, making your role models those
who are of the secular world? Some of these role models you chose are anti-Christian and are of the world and not of
God.

First of all, to whom are you saying rock music belongs? The world? Terry Watkins et al took a similar
stance and were dealt with in short order, on some of my other pages, the links of which I have given you.
Second, I have never seen DC Talk proclaim any adoration from the stage of any secular musician (nor
have you backed this up), much less making role models out of any of them.

Again it seems you c-rockers can justify whatever you want. You are ignoring warnings from scripture spoken by
Godly men and women who have a passion for the Bible as you have a passion for your c-rock. I have read Watkin's,
Godwin's and the material from many others and you just whitewash over the revealed sins of c-rock. You got your
answer from them on their pages and on mine. You come to our site with YOUR self-righteous attitude along with a
friend to try and nit-pick different points we have made, yet YOU have not disproved what we have said.  Instead you
and those like you argue about the "sound," the "beat," some like you even comparing the wild behavior to innocent
children's games like 'hide-n-seek'. Your arguments defending c-rock are not only ridiculous but are completely
unbiblical and blasphemous! These c-rockers by modeling their secular role models have become like them! Is it any
wonder that many c-rockers even sound much like their secular counterparts!? Jeff Godwin has it right, they've got a
mark of Satan that identifies them!!!

A lesson to be learned!--- When you compromise with the world, you will end up doing things their way, not God's.
Labeling something "Christian" doesn't make so. As a Christian, how can you stand apart from the world when you
blend in so well? How are they going to know?

OK, but this is not relevant here, as playing a certain style of music, rock included, is not a compromise
with the world.

The music is NOT neutral! Here is a link to an article by Terry Watkins http://www.av1611.org/neutral.html and
another which is linked at my site talking about the difference between good and bad music:
http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud/fbns/differencebetween.htm

The style DOES say something about where a person's heart is and the bad fruit of c-rock is evident for anyone who
examines it in light of scripture. Here for the readers is a link to Terry Watkin's homepage and the article that exposes
the numerous bad fruit of c-rock much like what I have witnessed for myself. http://www.av1611.org/crock.html and
here's another article on the DC Talk "Freak" show by Jeff Godwin http://www.av1611.org/crock/dcfreak1.html You
forget I used to love to listen to rock music ---and I can openly admit and reveal that the "soul" of Rock & Roll is
evil!  The rock singers don't try to hide it and neither do their lyrics.  The rock music has always been designed to
corrupt people from Biblical principles of morality --its roots are of old alright! In Satan! Or do you not believe that
Satan has music of his own? The rock style provokes a response of its listeners just as much as slow soothing music
would help someone relax.

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

http://www.av1611.org/neutral.html
http://wayoflife.org/~dcloud/fbns/differencebetween.htm
http://www.av1611.org/crock.html
http://www.av1611.org/crock/dcfreak1.html
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(Romans 12:1-2)

We believe DC Talk and their music are prime examples of compromising these verses in the Christian realm. When I
put this together with other statements by Smith in an interview with our local paper,

"None of the three band members is a member of an organized Christian denomination." Smith, "We follow the person
of Jesus Christ."

Amen! I can say the same thing. Are you saying there's a problem here?

Because of their lack of any gospel message, yes there is a problem! Who are these guys accountable to? If its a
gospel preaching, Bible believing church ANY pastor should exhort these guys at the very least to preach the gospel.
Plus, so very many people claim to be a "Christian" yet they claim no church affiliation and say their testimony is
something "personal" and don't share it.   --- Of that number many are unreached and unsaved.

The Bible teaches:

1 Peter 3:15 
"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] ready always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:"

2 Timothy 4:2 
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

DC Talk was right, people let you down. Their "sermon," was the biggest let down and most irresponsible one I have
ever heard.

Sorry you were let down. I myself have come away very encouraged from every DC Talk show I have
ever seen (which is a lot).

Biblical encouragement, no way. Emotional hype perhaps.

BODYSURFING, MOSHING AND HEADBANGING FOR JESUS?

"Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen..." (Jeremiah 10:2 )

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord..." (II Corinthians 6:17)

Yes! The "Bodysurfing, Moshing and Headbanging" we witnessed on the video was largely the reason we saw the
need to research and write this article. No one we talked to has ever heard of this behavior in the name of Christianity.
In fact, DC Talk says in their promotional video, "we want to get a good mosh pit going and some head-banging." As
to the bodysurfing, well the band participates! Does this sort of behavior align to scripture? Consider the following
scriptures:

"Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness,
not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to
[fulfil] the lusts [thereof]." (Romans 13:13-14)

I don't see head-banging or crowd surfing falling under any of these categories.

This clearly demonstrates your lack of Biblical knowledge and common sense of right and wrong. C-rockers are
teaching to conform to the world by their music, lyrics and their wild behavior. Plus the verse quoted above draws this
together (1 Cor 7:1).

Are Christian parents so naïve that they do not see the "fleshly" appeal to their teenagers? What about the riotous
atmosphere? They passed people across the top of a crowd with their hands, on their front and back, boy and girl
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alike!!!

How about the extremely loud volume? It was earsplitting in a literal sense, I listened through one song, and my ears
were ringing. Are not our bodies considered a temple for the Holy Spirit? Why do Christians want to subject their
eardrums to abuse?

Sorry to hear about your ears... but I myself have been to literally hundreds of gigs like this, including DC
Talk many times, sans ear protection, and have never had a problem with my hearing. I for one happen to
like it loud, and have seen some of the loudest bands in Christian music. When I feel the need to wear ear
protection, then I will. However, this has only happened twice in my life, and both of those times were at
secular concerts, in an outdoor venue. (And 99% of the concerts I attend are Christian).

Hearing damage is most often cumulative, I hope you don't wait too long to find out how much hearing loss
you've acquired so far.

Why is it necessary to promote this kind of behavior, much less be a part of it? Do we agree with the worldly
philosophy of "safe sex," and say, "Well they're going to do it anyway?"

Why not? This kind of behavior is not analogous to premarital sex, which the Bible specifically warns
against.

Numerous parents I know USED the analogy "Well they're going to do it anyway" to justify their kids attending this
and other concerts like it (Code of Ethics, News Boys, Jars of Clay) This is the SAME argument used to justify
other sins and they're paying the price with uncontrollable kids.  I have absolutely NO DOUBTS that the behavior
we witnessed does lead our youth to committing greater sins than just body surfing someone's body across their hands!
Again, you C-rockers are either completely ignorant of scripture, or naïve, or lying or totally lack any common sense if
you really believe this is just innocent fun!

What about the children at this concert? Kathy and I both saw different reactions from the small children. Some were
mimicking the adults, others were in a stupor sitting quietly as the music droned on and on. We even had one boy pass
in front of us saying to a friend, "Now all I have to do is get my hearing back." - That was only halfway through the
concert! We were saddened more by watching these young kids than anything else. What must be going through the
heads of these children?!

Couldn't tell ya. But I can begin to imagine what I would be thinking, were I a younger lad experiencing a
DC Talk concert for the first time...

Wow! This music really kicks! Geeze, most other shows like this are filled with cursing and sexual
connotations! And look, everyone around me is dancing and singing along, having a great time while they
are sober and not even drunk! Some even have their hands raised in praise to the Lord! I think I can get
into this scene... who even needs any of that secular stuff. What will people think when they hear that I'm
a   Jesus Freak...

To put it very kindly, "You really missed the boat here!!!" If you really believe this you are blind to the truth.
AND HOW HEARTLESS YOU ARE IF YOU DO!!!  I SAW THOSE KIDS AND THEY WERE NOT HAPPY,
THEY WERE SCARED!!! HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A SCARED CHILD?!  WHEN I PUT MYSELF IN THE
CHILD'S SHOES ONLY "RUNNING" COMES TO MIND. I HAVE NO DOUBT THEIR EARS HURT TOO!!!  I
WOULD HAVE BEEN AS TERRIFIED AND FROZEN AS THOSE SMALL CHILDREN PRESENT!!!  IT'S
SATAN'S WORK TO DESTROY OUR CHILDREN!!! AND C-ROCK MAKES NO SECRET THAT'S WHO THEY
ARE OUT TO REACH!!! THE YOUTH! 
THE BIBLE TEACHES:

Matthew 18:6 - 7
"But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, and [that] he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of
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offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!"

Your statements testify against you Mr. C-rocker! I am certain you won't agree but as you
are saying to the effect that we are opposing God by opposing C-rock you had better take a

closer look at what you are promoting!!!

Sadly, even the promoters for the band echo the same sediment one of our local Christian radio stations did, these are
the "thing to do" with kids at concerts. Has God changed, or have we? A local response to a letter to the editor of our
newspaper concerning these activities that would occur, compared Christian Rock to David dancing in the Temple. So,
are we now going to start charging $18.50 a seat to worship?

I'm sure that you will agree that the quality of DC Talk's stage presentation easily rivals, if not surpasses,
those of their secular counterparts. You get what you pay for. I have no problem paying money for a
ticket. And you my friend, shouldn't complain, having not paid a single cent for them.

Again, I refer to the first paragraph that apparently you skipped by. The gospel should not be charged for, God's truth
is supposed to be free.  Plus this group among the rest makes merchandise of those who come, as they heavily push the
t-shirts, trinkets, coins and other miscellaneous garbage. 2 Peter 2:3 "And through covetousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth
not." (Bold emphasis mine showing how these people are using others for gain in an unBiblical way.) 

The verses in the Bible are numerous which speak against these activities, even though the promoters have argued, "it
is well orchestrated and safety is a priority," this does not change the fact that the behavior is not Christian. I have
spent over a week thinking of how to convey the danger and deception of the music and behavior. It comes down to
what does the Bible say? What are the standards for Christian music set forth in the Bible? Do musical forms reflect
beliefs? Where is the line? Where does the Christian set their standards? We must agree on Christian behavior, do you
participate in these things?

These are good questions. I would disagree though with your statement that we 'must agree' on Christian
behavior. Is having a drink Christian? Or is it a sin? I myself never drink, on the other hand I would not
condemn a fellow believer for doing so, as this is a non-essential item that people have different
convictions about. Do I love Christian music, and rock out to it? Heck yes! But am I going to condemn
others for loving hymns and such? No.

Better think longer than a week on these things.

You are wrong, we MUST agree on what Christian behavior is and its the Bible that sets the standards. The behavior
and the rock music are intertwined inseparably. If you do not believe the Bible, than standards are whatever you want
to make them you are attempting to detract from the points. 

I was saved out of the rock scene. Why would I want to enslave myself to this worldly lifestyle again?

Praise God. But like I've said before, if such music causes you to stumble, then yes, stay away from it. But
do not condemn others for it.

You have stumbled but you are blind to it. Now you condone and praise those that cause others to stumble this is what
c-rock does to the young Christian as it confuses and misleads our youth into thinking they can live and behave like
the world. The condemnation comes not from us but from the Bible who do such things.

While speaking with Sarah Leslie, Editor of the Christian Conscience, she pointed out that

"The use of the term "freak", according to its original meaning, has now been turned completely around.
Those who were hippie counter-culture "freaks" were radically saved. When we were called "Jesus
Freaks" in the '70's, it was a reference to our past life, but also implied being willing to live for Jesus in a
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holy, sober and righteous manner that ran completely contrary to the popular hippie culture --- in other
words becoming a new type of "freak".

DC Talk has twisted the term completely around to mean Christians mimicking the popular culture willing to act
wildly, moshing, head-banging, etc. (like "freaks") to spread the Gospel."

I have to ask why would we ever use such a word as "freak" to describe our fervor for Jesus Christ?

You already went over that. What is a 'freak?' An ardent follower. Therefore a Jesus Freak is an ardent
follower of Christ!

Your spin on it. Those like Sarah see DC Talk's play on the old term "Jesus Freak" as DC Talk tries to REDEFINE it!
Our article reveals the truth! The primary connotation for "freak" is NOT for the Christian, except for someone who
WAS a freak and is now gloriously saved.

Why do we need to "dress down" as these band members do? Do we need to do this to be accepted? Do we have to
cross-dress to reach cross-dressers?

This is frankly a very poor analogy.

Because you don't like it, doesn't make it poor. Again it is very clearly the truth as the band imitates the world's
"grunge" look right along with the crowd! -The fad demonstrates their "role model"  loyalty to the secular rock group
Nirvana! A blatantly anti-Christian group! In this case the comparison does not detract from the point but exemplifies
it, it is the same logic reaching to a fringe group.

The Rock and Roll culture is a subculture, on the fringe of our society. Is this kind of music Christian? No, I do not
believe it is.

I see. Now you are venturing into totally different territory. Again, if rock music causes you to stumble,
then by all means stay away from it, at least for a season. But this does not justify your condemning it. If I
were you, I would check out my Christian rock apologetic pages before I even went there.

You have rationalized more scriptures than I care to count on your c-rock defense page. You come across as someone
who doesn't care who they hurt, as you defend every c-rocker I've ever heard of and some I have not! Its the Bible that
judges the behavior of these groups, so if you have a problem you are talking to the wrong person, I am only saying
what the Bible teaches.

Are the band members Christians? Perhaps, it is hard to tell if you go by the music and the words, only God knows the
heart.

It is hard to tell if you go by the words? Dude, please take a look at a lyric sheet from any of their
albums. Every song they have ever put out has an explicit Christian message. If you are going to post
pages condemning DC Talk's music, and questioning their Christianity, you owe it to them to at least take
a look at the lyric sheet from any of their albums!

Again you made a bad assumption and I did read one.  I again refer the reader to the song critiqued above "Jesus
Freak." One album was enough, no need to waste my time with more. THERE IS NO GOSPEL OR CLEAR
CHRISTIAN MESSAGE IN DC TALK'S LYRICS. I still have nothing but questions about the faith of ANYONE
who promotes the kind of behavior we witnessed. Because the Bible teaches us to judge by the fruit people bear and
we have only witnessed BAD FRUIT in relation to c-rock.

At best this was a Rock n' Roll concert performed by some misled Christians. Parents beware!

"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." (James 4:4)

file:///C:/beard2/freaks.htm
file:///C:/beard2/freaks.htm
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Footnotes: (1) Article in Rapid City Journal May 10, 1996 "Musical Missionaries" (2) Article in Rapid City Journal
May 18, 1996 "DC Talk, Audio Adrenaline played spirited rock n' roll

"And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." (Colossians 3:15-
16; also refer to Ephesians 5:19)

Of the dozens of Christian rock artists I know and love, DC Talk is one of the ones that impress me the
most. Not only is the music excellent, but the lyrics uncompromising, despite surely incredible temptation
to record otherwise. I have also had the opportunity to meet them on certain occasions including the Jesus
Freak release party, and by all indications they are not only great and talented guys but they are who they
say they are, pursuers of Christ. It saddens and frustrates me to see these brothers slammed on the Internet,
thus this response. I look forward to yours.

Of what Jesus Christ do c-rockers like DC Talk preach? There is no indication in their promotion, in their concert or
in any part of their music with only very vague exceptions. Is the gospel hidden? Or is to be preached openly? DC
Talk not only compromises but "slams" the Christ they claim to love with their behavior.

Or so I thought... here's what he had to say (with my responses):

Further debate and end of discussion:

After looking at your site I can see it would be a complete waste of time discussing this with you.

Well my friend, if you don't even read any of DC Talk's lyric sheets, and from what I can tell didn't even
read my response, I guess you're right.

For your information I read the lyrics before writing the article. I found them on internet after the concert because you
could hardly make out a word that was said as their music drowned them out!

If you are really serious about following Jesus Christ YOU need to quit rationalizing behaviors to make them fit as
"Christian." The behavior and music at these concerts was hatched in hell not the Bible.

As for you telling me what I need to do, I can say that you need to quit irrationalizing these behaviors and
calling then non-christian. As for the music being "hatched in hell"??? Please.

One look at the children's faces was enough for me! But my article also covered the scriptures regarding riotous
behavior you have just chosen to disregard it.

Here are a few more web pages which you may have looked at already which go more in depth and cover some of
those horrendous groups that you say: "For the most part, if it's good, and it's explicitly Christian, I like it. Here are
some bands that fit those bills and have web sites worth checking out, as well as some festival and other info below."
and a few you say are: Bride, Mortification, Newsboys, Petra, Tourniquet ! and ones I have more on some I've never
heard of.

Those 5 bands are totally sold out for the Lord, their lyrics are totally explcitly Christian, and their
musicianship is awesome. I have had the opportunity to meet the members of the first 4 as well, and from
all indications their lifestyles are ones that are glorifying to the Lord. How dare you call them 'horrendous.'
Now Newsboys, I've actually never seen a slam on them, are they your next target?

Your definition "explcitly Christian" I cannot agree with at all.  How dare I not call them horrendous!? Their so-called
Christian music is to say the least bizarre! You support and or defend a group of c-rockers beyond those you list
above, some I didn't even know they were considered c-rockers! Here's the list from your site for my readers
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here:

"All Star United, Audio Adrenaline, Carman, Christafari, Code of Ethics, -Another moshing bunch I've heard of, Five
Iron Frenzy, Hokus Pick, Jars of Clay, JLM- local boys with a great live show, Geoff Moore & the Distance,
Guardian, The Insyderz, The Kry, Michael W. Smith, Miss Angie, Point of Grace, Reality Check, Rebecca St. James,
REO Speedwagon, Supertones, Third Day, World Wide Message Tribe, and many more Mr. C-rocker lists songs for:
One Bad Pig, Whitecross, Bloodgood, Plankeye" and more c-rockers that I've never heard of!

Here are the websites I am talking about:

http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/rockm/satanic.htm Christian" Rock Music Christian or Satanic?

http://www.av1611.org/crock.html Christian Rock - Blessing or Blasphemy? - by Terry Watkins

Dude, both of these have been dealt with on short order, you should have seen links to my responses on
the page I gave you. Those were, frankly, full of lies and gave way to much credit to the devil. I e-mailed
responses to those folks and have never heard back from any of them. Your slam on DC Talk was more
civil, I'll give you that, but it as well contains falsehoods that need to be corrected.

Your ideas of what are lies are nothing more than your opinion and do not stand up to the test of the Biblical truth!
Aside from DC Talk that I saw in person, I have seen video of other things Watkins has revealed on his page. Kind of
hard to deny both the eye witness account, quotes AND the video!!!

http://www.biblebelievers.net/ChristianRock/kjcrockm.htm 

I hadn't seen that one before but will check it out, thanks... Thanks also for the response. God bless, ....

I cannot even say "God bless you" because your words have given me great reasons to doubt your faith in the God of
the Bible. Your insistence on defending c-rock at all costs (even at the cost of our children) is one of the greatest
reasons.

Matthew 7:16 - 20
"Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither
[can] a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them."

Galatians 5:21 - 24
"Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told [you] in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that
are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts."

You cannot even pretend that the fruits of the Spirit are evident in DC Talk concerts or any
other c-rock concerts!!!

2 Peter 2:18 
18 For when they speak great swelling [words] of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, [through much]
wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

This verse pretty well sums up what we witnessed, shameless and outrageous behavior!

I can see why my friends gave you no response. For the record I did read the lyrics of the DC Talk "Jesus Freak"
album very closely --- utter nonsense. What you deem as falsehoods I have either quoted from other secular material

http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/rockm/satanic.htm
http://www.av1611.org/crock.html
http://www.biblebelievers.net/ChristianRock/kjcrockm.htm
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"positive" towards the band or I heard for myself first-hand.

How dare you call this garbage Christian!

Goodbye, John

This goes to show I did tell you I read the lyrics, yet the page this is in answer to is supposed to show how I did not!

At this point I'll just chalk it up and post it to my site. The reason I figured he must not have read the lyric
sheet is because he said "Are the band members Christians? Perhaps, it is hard to tell if you go by the
music and the words..." If he says it is "utter nonsense," not to mention "garbage," I guess that is his loss.
As for his friends giving me no response, all I can venture to say is while his friends presented blatant lies,
I confronted them with correction in the form of truth. I believe that all parties involved here will be
praising God together for eternity, and we will know who is right then.

Here your true colors come through as you call liars numerous Christians who have exposed the lies of c-rock to the
Word of God. --Thereby maligning/slandering their character!

Like I've said before, I don't have anything personal against these folks. I've even checked out articles on
other topics on their sites and found some compelling truthful material. But I can not let this slam against
these brothers go uncorrected or uncontested, despite my personal requests that they change it. That is the
reason for these responses. You can e-mail me at (address removed), or check out my music page which
has links to my other pages in defense of Christian rock. Here is Mr. Beardsley's info left intact as on the
original page. If you respond to him, I suggest you do it with caution. God bless.

Here I too am accused of slamming.  The c-rocker I am responding to worked together with another c-rocker to try
and convince me of my error. I in turn have tried to convince them that they are wrong, not because I say they are
wrong but that God does through His holy words found in the Bible, 100% true and sufficient for all our needs.

2 Timothy 2:15 -16
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. But shun profane [and] vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness."

The utterances of c-rock are vain babblings at best and blasphemous or heretical --- and this is being kind for the
condemnation deserved by much of this so-called "Christian" rock!  Here's a short study that gives a little more on why
NOT to rock:

Look at the word "wantonness" in scripture, perhaps you could say more on the word but the good'ol Strong's says
plenty: Not only unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness BUT also "outrageousness, shamelessness,
insolence" Sums up the fruit of both CCM and C-rock!

766 aselgeia {as-elg'-i-a}

from a compound of 1 (as a negative particle) and a presumed selges (of uncertain derivation, but apparently meaning
continent); TDNT - 1:490,83; n f

AV - lasciviousness 6, wantonness 2, filthy 1; 9

1) unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence

Same word definition here to:
Romans 13:13 
"Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife
and envying."
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Also look at:
"and such like" - From Gal 5:21
Tie this to verses like Ro. 12:1-2 and one will get the point. Not to mention where is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-
24) at these concerts --they are not there!

Galatians 5:21-24
"21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told
[you] in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is
no law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts."

Then merely examine the bad fruit revealed at the concerts!

Christian rockers are clearly "cozying-up" to the world and its way opposite of Romans 12:1-2 and other verses.  The
fast growth of Christian rock should sound the alarm bells for parents, pastors and peachers who are seeking to
follow scriptures!  We need to beware of the arguments presented by the likes of this c-rocker as they attempt (maybe
unintentionally) to undermine parental authority introducing the seductive heresy of "Christian Rock."

2 Corinthians 10:3-6
"3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare [are] not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled."

Return To Our Home Page

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/indexx.htm
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Does the Bible Support Christian Rock?
- A quick answer to so called "Christian Rockers"
By John Beardsley

"And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." (Colossians 3:15-16; also refer to Ephesians 5:19) 

Emphasis "...psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts..." Does this approve or license
Christian Rock? Definitely not.

1 Corinthians 7:1 
"Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman."

There is positively no way to escape this verse on the issue of body surfing!

II Corinthians 6:14 
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?" 

Romans 12:1 - 2
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

These verses demonstrate we are NOT to conform to the world, exactly opposite of what C-rock is teaching.

1 Peter 3:15 
"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] ready always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:"

Matthew 28:19-20 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even]
unto the end of the world. Amen."

These verses testify against c-rockers lack of a gospel message even saying they are NOT at the concerts to preach.
Not to mention where in Bible does it say to use music as the way to preach?  It doesn't, it's in the Bible to build each
other up!

2 Timothy 4:2 
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

This is what folks like myself are doing are best to do, doctrine is a foreign idea in c-rock because they are adapting to
the world's way of thinking.

2 Timothy 2:15 -16
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. But shun profane [and] vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness."
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Matthew 7:16 - 20
"Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither
[can] a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them."

Galatians 5:21 - 24
"Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told [you] in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that
are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts."

And where are the spiritual fruits of the C-rock?! They are not evident in the concerts they claim are explicitly
"Christian." This of itself should be enough to scare away a teen trying to walk honestly according to scriptures.

The utterances of c-rock are vain babblings at best and are often blasphemous or heretical. 

Christian rockers are clearly "cozying-up" to the world and its ways, opposite of Romans 12:1-2 and other verses
quoted.  They often sing the world's songs, mimmic the world's dress style, have lyrics which often make no sense like
their secular counterparts, and behave like the unsaved rockers! The fast growth of Christian rock should sound the
alarm bells for parents, pastors and peachers who are seeking to follow scriptures and protect their children!  We need
to beware of the arguments presented by the likes of c-rockers as they attempt (maybe unintentionally) to undermine
parental authority introducing the seductive heresy of "Christian Rock."

The following answers the so-called "cheap shots" we are making of c-rock as accused by the leader of the c-rock
group "Bride."

Why do I and others like me take a stand against c-rockers? This web site speaks volumes to the why we must oppose
them according to the Bible:  
http://www.feasite.org/Tracts/fbcjudge.htm

Here's a quote from the site: - (Go to the website for the entire article)
(It makes for a good study in scripture, because God, NO MAN made these statements, here the harmony of scripture
is evident)

THIS QUESTION- "IS IT RIGHT TO JUDGE?" is one that puzzles many sincere Christians. A careful and open
minded study of the Bible makes it clear that concerning certain vital matters, it is not only right but a positive duty to
judge.
Many do not know that the Scripture commands us to judge. The Lord Jesus Christ commanded, "Judge righteous
judgment" (John 7:24). He told a man, "Thou hast rightly judged" (Luke 7:43). To others, our Lord asked, "Why even
of yourselves judge ye not what is right?" (Luke 12:57). 

The Apostle Paul wrote, "I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say" (1 Corinthians 10:15). Again, Paul declared,
"He that is spiritual judgeth all things" (1 Corinthians 2:15). It is our positive duty to judge. 

False Teachers and False Teaching 

"Beware of false prophets!" (Matthew 7:15) is the warning and command of our Lord. But how could we "beware"
and how could we know they are "false prophets" if we did not judge? And what is the God given standard by which
we are to judge? " 

To the Law and to the Testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."
(Isaiah 8:20). "Ye shall know them by their fruits" (Matthew 7:16), Christ said. And in judging the "fruits," we must

http://www.feasite.org/Tracts/fbcjudge.htm
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judge by God's Word, not by what appeals to human reasoning. Many things seem good to human judgment which are
false to the Word of God. 

The Apostle Paul admonished believers, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (Romans 16:17-18).

This apostolic command could not be obeyed were it not right to judge. God wants us to know His Word and then test
all teachers and teaching by it. Notice also that it is the false teachers who make the "divisions," and not those who
protest against their false teaching. And these deceivers are not serving Christ, as they profess, "but their own belly,"
or their own "bread and
butter," as we would put it. We are to "mark them and avoid them." 

"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 Corinthians 6:17, read verses 14-18). and "From
such turn away." (2 Timothy 3:5). "Withdraw yourselves" (2 Thessalonians 3:6). "And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them " (Ephesians 5:1 1). "Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good" (Romans 12:9). "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21). It would be
impossible to obey these injunctions of God's Word unless it were right to judge! And remember, nothing is "good" in
God's sight that is not true to His Word. 

The Apostle John wrote, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try [test, judge] the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world " ( 1 John 4:1 ) . Again he wrote, "For many deceivers are
entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.... If there come any unto you, and bring
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 7,10-11). This Scripture commands us to judge between those who do, and those
who do not bring the true doctrine of Christ. 

Whenever a child of God contributes to a denominational budget that supports Modernist (liberal, compromising)
missionaries or teachers, he is guilty before God, according to this Scripture, of bidding them, "God speed " in the
most effective way possible. And he thereby becomes a "partaker" with them of their "evil deeds" of spreading soul
damning poison. How terrible, but how true! Arouse yourself, child of God. If you are guilty, ask God to forgive you
and help you never again to be guilty of the blood of souls for whom Christ died. When we are willing to suffer for
Christ, we can readily see the truth of God's Word on this tremendously important matter. "If we suffer, we shall also
reign with Him" (2 Timothy 2:12) . 

Misunderstood and Misused Scripture 

One of the best known and most misunderstood and misapplied Scriptures is "Judge not" (Matthew 7:1). Let us
examine the entire passage: 

"Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest
not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye;
and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye" (Matthew 7:1-5). 

Read this again carefully. Notice that it is addressed to a hypocrite!-not to those who sincerely want to discern whether
a teacher or teaching is true or false to God's Word. And instead of being a prohibition against honest judgment, it is a
solemn warning against hypocritical judgment. In fact, the last statement of this Scripture commands sincere
judgment-"Then shalt
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye." If we take a verse or a part of a verse out of its setting,
we can make the Word of God appear to teach the very opposite of what it really does teach. And those who do this
cannot escape the judgment of God for twisting His Word (2 Peter 3:16). Let this be a warning to us never again to
take a text of Scripture out of its context. 
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Many who piously quote, "Judge not," out of its context, in order to defend that which is false to God's Word, do not
see their own inconsistency in thus judging those who would obey God's Word about judging that which is untrue to
the Bible. It is tragic that so much that is anti-Scriptural has undeservedly found shelter behind a misuse of the
Scripture just quoted. The reason the
professed church of Christ is today honeycombed and paralyzed by satanic Modernism is because Christians have not
obeyed the commands of God's Word to judge and put away and separate from false teachers and false teaching when
they first appeared in their midst. Physical health is maintained by separation from disease germs. Spiritual health is
maintained by separation from germs of false doctrine. The greatest peril of our day is not too much judging, but too
little judging of spiritual falsehood. 

God wants His children to be like the noble Bereans who "searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were
so"(Acts 17:11). 

Romans 2:1-3 is also addressed to the religious hypocrite who condemned himself because he was guilty of the same
things for which he condemned others. James 4:11-12 refers to an evil spirit of backbiting and fault finding, not to
judging whether teachers or teachings agree or disagree with God's Word. The Bible never contradicts itself. To
understand one portion of
Scripture we must view it in the light of all Scripture. "No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private [isolated]
interpretation" (2 Peter 1:20). "Comparing spiritual things [words] with spiritual" (1 Corinthians 2:13). 

The "Wheat and Tares" parable of Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, is much misunderstood. First of all, our Lord is talking
about the world, not His Church-"the field is the world." He goes on to say that "the good seed are the children of the
Kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one" (Matthew 13:38) . They are the two groups in the world;
children of
God-those who have received Christ (John 1:12), and the children of the devil-those who reject Christ (John 8:44).
When any of the "children of the wicked one" get into the professed church of Christ, as they have always done, a
definite procedure for God's children is set forth in His Word. First, it is their duty to tell them that they have "neither
part nor lot" in Christ (see
Acts 8:21-23 and context). 

If the children of the devil do not leave voluntarily, as is generally the case, God's children are commanded to "purge
out" (1 Corinthians 5:7) these unbelievers. But God's people have disobeyed His Word about this, and so unbelievers
[and disobedient brethren- 2 Thessalonians 3:6,14-15] have gotten into control, as is now the case in most
denominations. Therefore, those who
purpose to be true to Christ and His Word are commanded to "come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord" (2 Corinthians 6:17), regardless of property or any other considerations. When we obey God's Word, we can
trust Him
to take care of all the consequences of our obedience. 
---end quote----

Again for the entire article I refer you to:
http://www.feasite.org/Tracts/fbcjudge.htm
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What is it to be "all things" to all people?
By John Beardsley

To the homosexual are we to become one to reach them?
A drug addict to join them on a trip?

A thief to reach the thief?
To the rocker or biker do we pierce or tattoo our body?
An adulterer to reach those unfaithful to their spouse?

Do we participate in sin to reach the sinner?
OR do we present ourselves as a sinner to the sinner not again enslaving

ourselves?

1 Corinthians 9:18 -23
"What is my reward then? [Verily] that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ
without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.  For though I be free from all [men], yet have I
made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I
might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are
under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under
the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I
might gain the weak: I am made all things to all [men], that I might by all means save some.  And this I
do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with [you]."

Being all things is to:
Be glad with those who are glad,

Sad with those who are sad,
Uplifting to those who are down,
Fulfilling to those who are empty,
Wise to those who are ignorant,

Discerning to those with no understanding,
Give direction to those who are lost,

Be a blessing to those chosen to lead,
Bold with the truth when others are timid,

Demonstrate patience to the impatient,
Be there for those who are lonely,

Just listen to the ones with burdens,
Work together with them needing a helping hand,

Provide protection for those who are afraid,

And most of all present to them Jesus Christ to those without Him!

 Verses that inspired this piece:
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2 Corinthians 5:17- 18
17 Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new. 18 And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

2 Corinthians 6:4 
4 But in all [things] approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in
necessities, in distresses,

2 Corinthians 6:10 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and [yet]
possessing all things.

2 Corinthians 9:8 
8 And God [is] able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all
[things], may abound to every good work:

2 Corinthians 12:19

19 Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak before God in Christ: but [we do] all
things, dearly beloved, for your edifying.

Titus 2:7 
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine [shewing] uncorruptness, gravity,
sincerity,

Colossians 1:16 
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him,
and for him:

1 Thessalonians 5:21 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Ephesians 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

Ephesians 6:21 
21 But that ye also may know my affairs, [and] how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful
minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things:

Philippians 2:14 
14. Do all things without murmurings and disputings:

Philippians 4:13 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
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Interesting Information About "Promise Keepers"
Compiled by John Beardsley Dated 4/19/96 – Updated 9/20/97

Lots of scriptures, questions and quotes regarding Promise Keepers 

NEW: From the PK News Oct 97 For "Stand In the Gap" (SITG) in Washington, D.C.!

'Blow the trumpet,' Schlafer said. "In the Old Testament, the shofar (a ram's-horn trumpet)
was blown prior to battles to signify the army of God. Our host people, the Native
Americans, blew flute, and other people groups used trumpets. So, we will use numerous
instruments to invoke the Spirit of God to consecrate the event." he said, "As we blow the
horns to start the program, we will be announcing the arrival of royalty, the Lord of
Lords and King of Kings." 

PROMISE KEEPERS IS CALLING FOR JESUS TO COME ON OCTOBER 4TH OR
ARE THEY "INVOKING" A SPIRIT OF DELUSION???!!! -Read Bottom of Article

Bill McCartney Promise Keepers Founder has said, "Promise Keepers doesn't care if you're a Baptist. Are you
born in the Spirit of God? Promise Keepers doesn't care if you're a Pentecostal. Are you born in the Spirit? Now
hear this! Promise Keepers doesn't care if you're a Roman Catholic. Are you born into the Spirit of God?"

McCartney has said in a radio interview where Promise Keepers is going from a "Spiritual dimension"-- "I
honesty believe that Promise Keepers is a vehicle that God is going to use to come alongside the church to
rebuild our cities, to feed the poor, to come alongside the oppressed, to dissolve the gangs, to end welfare in this
nation and to see a lot of healing in our land." When asked "Is that all" McCartney continued, "I also believe
that we can, what the Christian men of this nation could pay off the national debt."

 McCartney when asked, "how does reality compare with that vision," He responded, "Well obviously the Lord
is gone way above and beyond what I might have imagined, I did have a grand vision, and I do, the Lord has
given me the kind of thought life and prayer life where I do think God sized thoughts, in other words the kinds
of things only God can do, and, so I believe Promise Keepers, Haggai 2:7 it talks about shaking the nations, I
believe Promise Keepers is going to shake the nations."

 Is the Promise Keeper Agenda the Bible’s? Does McCartney’s belief about Haggai 2:7 in the context of the Bible?

McCartney has stated he starts everyday asking, "Lord what is your strategy to end racism, what is your
direction for Promise Keepers and Lord what would you have me say when I get an opportunity to speak?"

 Is this how Christians should start everyday? Read on, is this what God would have a Christian speak?

At the Dallas 1995 conference McCartney makes several interesting statements: McCartney speak in reference to
one of the first conferences - "I felt the spirit of God say to me ‘look at the audience and tell me what you
see’ Lord I see 4200 guys filled with your spirit I said its wonderful. He said, ‘what else do you see?’ I said well
Lord almost every guy here is a white guy." Then McCartney says, "But the Lord told me, he said ‘you get up
there and you tell those guys if you can fill that stadium, but if its not a fair representation of the body of Christ
of my men, I’m not coming.’" 
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-Does this align with scripture? II Peter 2 1:19-2:3 for starters.

At the Dallas 1995 conference McCartney makes several MORE interesting statements: (part of same message
above)
 McCartney, "Can we truly see genuine unity? What would move God to do this? What can I do? How can we
feed the poor? Who will be a father to the fatherless? What about the widow? Lord why have you tarried so
long? Lord why have we waited 400 years in this nation? "When will the nations gather in Jesus’ name?"
(McCartney gives a long explanation leading to answer saying how some will ,"be surprised by the answer,"
"some already know") "The answer to those questions is prayer, now Matthew 18:18 Jesus says I tell you the
truth whatever you bind on Earth will be bound in Heaven and whatever you loose on Earth will be loosed in
Heaven. Are you guys in touch with the fact that Heaven waits on Earth? How many of you know that almighty
God’s will is perfect however, every single one of us has a free will, every single one of us can make our own
choices, do you understand what that does to God? He has to wait on us, if He didn’t wait on us then he would
be mandating His will and we would not have a free will. Do you understand that prayer is when we ask God
to do what He wills to do, God is not going to change His mind. There are things that God has wanted to do for
a long, long time, but let me read on, in the next two verses of the 18th Chapter of Matthew, it says ‘again I tell
you if two of you on Earth agree about anything you ask for it will be done by my Father in Heaven. For where
two or three come together in my name there I am with them.’ That’s the verse we’ve misunderstood, we
think every time we ask almighty God to come together when we call out the name of Jesus, that He
comes, but that not what that means. He says ‘I will come if you gather in harmony, I will come if the
condition of your heart is such that you stand before me and you are barren, you’re empty, and you’re desperate
for the heart of almighty God, and there’s no judgment in your heart, that there’s no condemnation in your heart,
that you’ve given up all your opinions, that you’ve given up all your suspicions, that’s when almighty God will
come, that’s when Jesus will come. You see Jesus will come when we are in harmony, and guess what the
church has never stood in harmony, the church has never stood together and asked almighty God to do
these things. We refuse to give up what’s in our heart. We have people who have betrayed us, they’ve
disappointed us, we have people who have lied to us and crossed us and we can’t let go of that, and we don’t let
go of that and so guess what, we can’t stand before a holy righteous God and ask Him to come into our
presence. You know why? Because He said, ‘a broken and contrite heart you will not despise,’ its a broken heart
that God wants." Its a broken heart that stands before God and it says ‘Lord I want your will, I forfeit my will, I
forfeit all of my attitudes, I forfeit all of my agendas, and I ask you Lord to come into our presence right here
and bring the Spirit of the living God.’ See if the Church of Jesus Christ ever stood together in harmony
and asked almighty God to do that He would do that. He would bring an end to racism. Don’t you know
that its God’s heart, it tears God’s heart open when we treat each other like we do. That’s not what he’s wanted,
he’s never wanted that, but the church has always stood divided. The church has always stood in separation.
How many of you know what a spirit of prayer is? A spirit of prayer is when you ask almighty God to do what
he wills to do. You see He offers to us intimacy he says, Jesus Christ says this to us, He said, ‘In to me see, my
heart,’ anybody who wants the heart of God can have it." (Directly from the PK taped message "Forgive, Give
and Live")

 Is this dissertation from McCartney a true representation of God’s will according to the Bible??? Are the following
verses about Church unity and Racism?

 Matthew 18:15 - 22 KJV
15. Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not hear [thee, then] take with thee one or two more, that in
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it]
unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18 Verily
I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 21. Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven
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times: but, Until seventy times seven.

McCartney has said this to Pastors, "We cannot divide the word of truth. We need you to teach us."

 -Compare his words to this scripture, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15 Is McCartney correct? This is more evidence of
McCartney’s Roman Catholic beliefs!

McCartney, from the introduction of the book "What Makes A Man", "God’s eyes are moving to and fro for men
with a full passion for the gospel message. The Lord is calling men from across our nation to lead a new
uprising of men filled with God’s Spirit. Now is the time for that uprising, and this book contains many of the
voices who are calling men to this movement."

 -At least nine psychologists and at least one psychiatrist helped write this book! The first chapter is by psychologists
Gary Smalley and John Trent. Second chapter is by Evangelist Leighton Ford, (related to Billy Graham) who writes
"Our Four Basic Needs As Human Beings," "A psychiatrist friend tells me we have four basic needs as human
beings."

 Is this "The Lord is calling men from across our nation to lead a new uprising of men filled with God’s Spirit"
as McCartney suggests?

Promise Keepers representatives are scheduled to speak at the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, May
31 - June 2, 1996 at a Christian Men's Conference. (And this did take place)

 -This institution stands unequivocally for traditional Catholic doctrine and practice. Does Catholic doctrine align in
Biblical unity? More proof of PK’s ecumenical intentions!

Still endorsed but no longer promoted by Promise Keepers as of 1996, the book "The Masculine Journey" Dr.
Robert Hicks' discussion of man's (emotionally) wounded stage (enosh), he confuses sins and wounds: "In order
for men to discover what manhood is all about, they must descend into the deep places of their own souls and
find their accumulated grief. … I am convinced many men in our society today are lashing out at women, at
society, at bosses, even at God—all because they do not understand the wounding experience. … The story of
Jacob … illustrates a young man having been severely wounded by a dysfunctional family system" (pp. 115-
117). In addition, Hicks teaches that David was a "manic-depressive" whose Psalms were the "musings" of a
disordered mind (p. 114)  

In the Masculine Journey’s accompanying workbook Study Guide, Section Three, "Exploring the Issues with
Other Men" (p. 33), the following statement is made: "Our culture has presented many initiation rites, or
passages to manhood, that are associated with the [private part of the male anatomy]. Which ones have you
experienced? Do you have a story to share with other men about one such event?" He then lists such supposedly
debilitating [about the private part of the male anatomy] experiences as potty training and bed-wetting, hair
development, pornography, first date, wedding night, and conceiving one's first child.

 -Do Christians need to talk about these things? (Eph. 5:4; Col. 3:1-3, 8; Phil. 4:8,9). Is the use of Freudian psychology
O.K. for the Christian?

Promise Keeper Speaker Wellington Boone, "I know that Promise Keepers has been growing at a phenomenal
rate," he said, during a break in Washington, D.C. "But, you see, I think the big explosion is still around the
corner. I believe we will see real revival across this land. But that will only happen after we've faced the
issue of racism and meet it head on."  



Does Promise Keepers teach Biblical doctrine?

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/doesprom.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:55 PM]

-Is this what God says in the Bible? Or is it a social agenda?  Again, more nonsense about "racial reconciliation" the
PK way, NOT God's way!

James Ryle, Pastor of one of the Vineyard churches which supports the "Toronto Experience," along with other
"signs and wonders," Pastor to PK Founder Bill McCartney, Ryle himself recently participated in a service
making animal noises from the pulpit (this is one of the Toronto manifestations)  "There are waves of tear-
wiping laughter. Ryle makes sound effects, including some animal noises. He snaps his fingers, bangs the
podium, paces and tells how God will appear here in suit of fire, oil, water. "You will feel! And the glory of the
Lord will put you down!"   (From the Washington Post 11/18/95)

 -Can Ryle be trusted to bring a Biblical message? Can PKers honestly say that the Vineyard/Signs & Wonders
movement is not influencing them?!

Promise Keepers Official magazine "New Man" is published by Stephen Strang, and has an article in the
February 1996 magazine which attacks the King James Version of the Bible! The writer even implies that the
Bible is on the same level as the writings of men and be studied as other "…books, letters and poems…" The
writer equates the Bible with "…reading a Tom Clancy novel…" Bible verses such as Proverbs 3:5-6 are
changed, instead of "he shall direct thy paths" the writer says, "Concerning this passage… "Direct thy paths’ is
not accurate. Looking at the original manuscripts, the translation is "He will make your paths smooth." "

 -There is more in this article these are just a couple of notable highlights! Is God’s word comparable to a novel
written by men??

Randy Phillips Promise Keeper President (also a Vineyard member) said in an interview when asked about
abhorrent doctrines responded, " I think you're dealing with a whole area that is not our expertise or calling."

The scripture says:
"All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 2
Timothy 3:16-17

Promise Keepers teaches there is no difference the Communion, the Eucharist, the Mass, or the Lord's
Supper!!  Promise Keeper Speaker Dr. Jack Hayford writes about "Redeeming Worship" on page 19, in the
book "The Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper : "Redeeming worship centers on the Lord's Table. Whether
your tradition celebrates it as Communion, Eucharist, the Mass, or the Lord's Supper, we are all called to this
centerpiece of Christian worship."

 -Is the Catholic Mass and Eucharist the same as the Lord’s Supper? NO!!!

Jack Hayford at the recent Promise Keeper Pastor’s conference was attempting to influence everyone to "dance
in the Lord," He said he learned the dance in Africa and later the Lord spoke to him directly, "May I have this
dance?" Then he began doing an African witch-doctor dance around the podium before about 40,000 spectators.
(O Timothy Newsletter)

 -Compare this to Jeremiah 10:2 "Thus saith the Lord, learn not the way of the heathen…"

"It has been ordained by God that a unified Body alone is equipped toinherit the lost, and provide support
necessary to bring babes in Christ tomaturity" (E. Glenn Wagner, The Awesome Power of Shared Beliefs, p. vii)
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 How does Promise Keepers "define" this "unified body?" Read McCartney’s earlier statements above.

Promise Keepers also has no problem involving Mormons in its meetings. While Mormon headquarters has no
official position on Promise Keepers, many Mormon men have and continue to participate in Promise Keepers.
Local Mormon leaders generally agree with Promise Keepers seven promises and have privately praised the
movement and commented on how attendance "has been a life changing experience for some of the Mormon
men." Promise Keepers has given at least one presentation to a Reorganized Mormon church that was "very
high" on the Promise Keepers and "would no doubt be going with it" since they had "no problem with it at all. ...
It's a wonderful program. The men at my church will be participating." (Reported in the May/June 1995,
PsychoHeresy Awareness Letter, "Promise Keepers, Catholics, and Mormons ... Together," pp. 1,3.)

What Churches are we sending these men back too!?

 "The "gospel" message of the Promise Keepers is not the true Gospel message. The true Gospel message will,
at times, offend and condemn. Furthermore, true Biblical preaching and teaching will speak of heresies and
aberrant teachings and will even name names, as the apostle Paul did. Imagine, if you will, the apostle Paul
having a "rally" and inviting the Scribes, Pharisees, Essenes, Judaizers, and others. Then imagine Paul
committing himself to not violating their doctrines, not proselytizing them, and then sending the men back to
their "churches." Underneath the hoop, holler and hype of the Promise Keepers movement is an ecumenicalism
that smacks of the last days spoken of in Scripture, rather than what some have called the "greatest move of God
since the day of Pentecost." This "move of God" is arguably the largest (in terms of numbers) and broadest (in
terms of denominations) ecumenicalism that the world has ever seen (Adapted and/or excerpted from "Promise
Keepers' 3 Unwritten Promises," PsychoHeresy Awareness Letter, Sept-Oct 1995, pp. 1-2).

The Ambassador's Instructional booklet warns the Ambassador that he no longer represents himself and his
"personal stands on a doctrinal issue," but instead represents Promise Keepers "unique mission" and is
"participating in the task of uniting men." The booklet gives "Some of the [doctrinal] issues that should not be
addressed: Eternal security; The gifts of the Spirit; Baptism; Pre-tribulation or post-tribulation; Sacraments or
ordinances" (p. 10). The Ambassador is told that the PK's Purpose Statement and Statement of Faith had been
"carefully worded" in order to avoid doctrinal conflict. Of course, how else could it be accepted by Mormons and
Catholics alike (see later in this report)? (Reported in the 11/95, The Berean Call.)

-Again proof of PK's liberal ecumenism!

"At its March meeting, Promise Keepers' board of directors welcomed Mike Timmis as a new member. A
Detroit-area lawyer and businessman, Timmis is a longtime leader in the Catholic charismatic renewal."

"At several rallies this year, Promise Keepers has spotlighted Catholic evangelist Jim Berlucchi as a
speaker." In June, Promise Keepers hosted a 'Catholic summit' at its headquarters in Denver, sounding out
Catholic volunteers and leaders from around the country." (Quotes from: Mike Aquilina, Our Sunday Visitor,
July 20, 1997, pp. 10,11) –A Catholic Publication!

"Promise Keepers Founder Bill McCartney told our Sunday Visitor recently that full catholic participation was
his intention from the start. 'Back in 1992, at our first stadium event, we very clearly stated from the podium that
we eagerly welcomed the participation of Roman Catholics, and we've had scores of Roman Catholics attend
and go back to their churches excited.' ..." Our Sunday Visitor, July 20, 1997, pp. 10,11)

'Faith alone' is a key doctrine of the Protestant Reformation. Though the phrase appears nowhere in Scripture, it
was inserted by Martin Luther into his German translation of the Bible. Concerned about this development at
Promise Keepers, Sengenberger had several Catholic theologians review the statement and present their
objections to Wagner last summer." ..." Our Sunday Visitor, July 20, 1997, pp. 10,11)  
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"Early this year, Promise Keepers revised their Statement Of Faith in a way that passed theological muster with
those Catholics: 'Only through faith, trusting in Christ alone for salvation, which was made possible by His death and
resurrection, can that alienation be removed.' Paul Edwards, Promise Keepers' vice president for advancement,
explained that the statement of faith is a 'dynamic' document, and that Promise Keepers is open to change. "When
Promise Keepers first published its brief statement of faith, it did not include the phrase "through faith alone." It was
added because of the outcry of those who protested that the absence of this phrase leaves room for false gospels which
mix grace and works, faith and sacraments. You see, false gospelers do not deny that salvation is by faith and by
grace. What they deny is that it is by grace ALONE through faith ALONE without works and sacraments of any sort.
Now we see that Promise Keepers has again modified its statement to remove "through faith alone" to please the
Catholic leaders with whom they are fellowshipping. (Quotes and comments on the Sunday Vistor adapted from article
July 18, 1997 by David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist News Service)

 "Although Promise Keepers welcomes Roman Catholics to participate in our ministry, this should not be perceived
as an endorsement of the Roman Catholic Church. Our focus is on what we have in common biblically and where a
man's heart is. We believe it is justification by faith – and faith alone -that determines a man's standing and status
as a believer." (An Official Response to my query dates 12/11/95 from Ashley Nearn Promise Keeper
Correspondence Services)

 So the truth is Promise Keepers lied! Men of integrity? Indeed!

More Interesting Information on Promise Keeper Speakers
- More like a who’s who in ecumenical and unbiblical teaching today!

When a question was asked at a PK press conference regarding "laughing revivals" where those involved "bark like
dogs" and "bray like donkeys" Dr. Henry Blackaby (SBC) [Author of the neo-orthodox book "Experiencing God"],
speaking on behalf of PK said, "We don't try to evaluate that, and neither do we take a position regarding women
serving as pastors." Dr. Joseph Stowell [President, Moody Bible Institute] immediately declared, "Our God does not
ever wear an angry face. He deals with compassion." [We don't know what Bible Dr. Stowell uses, but it is not the
same one we use! Does he really think God did not have an angry face when He told Moses He was going to destroy
Israel for its sin (Exodus 32:9,10), or that Jesus Christ did not have an angry face when He drove the money changers
out of the temple? The Bible says the Lord Jesus Christ "looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the
hardness of their hearts" (Mark 3:5) (Ralph Colas report, 4/1/96, Christian News, pp. 1, 9-10; 1st bracketed comment
from this author and second bracketed comment from O Timothy editor, David Cloud).

Bill McCartney (1991-1997) Founder and board member of Promise Keepers, and head football coach at the
University of Colorado until his recent resignation (1/3/95). A former Roman Catholic, McCartney's theology is now
charismatic as evidenced by his membership in a local church affiliated with the Vineyard Christian Fellowship a
denomination founded by hyper-charismatic, signs & wonders "healer" John Wimber. Promise Keepers also has
McCartney's Vineyard pastor, James Ryle, on its Board of Directors, and Vineyard member Randy Phillips is its
president. [In his book, From Ashes to GIory, McCartney speaks glowingly of his Roman Catholic background, and
asserts that he still believes much as a Roman Catholic. He states that he did not leave Roman Catholicism as much as
he joined James Ryle's Vineyard Fellowship because it was "meeting his needs at the time."] 

Gary Smalley (1991-1997) & John Trent (1992-1993; 1995-1996) author, founder and President of Today's Family,
Gary Smalley is the "Church's" leading proponent of Right-Brain/Left-Brain pseudoscience. The popularization of
right-brain/left-brain has been largely due to the book The Language of Love, co-authored by Smalley and fellow
psychologist, John Trent. (Both also have theological degrees, but apparently believe that the Bible alone is insufficient
to handle people's problems of living.) As for John Trent, former Vice President of Today's Family, and now President
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of Encouraging Words, he talks about personality traits, not like those of the Bible, but astrology. He compares our
behaviors to animals and says this is why we act the way we do he has you compare your actions to a lion, a golden
retriever, a beaver, or an otter.

Chuck Swindoll (1994-1995) Swindoll is the former senior pastor of First Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton,
California (for 24 years); he resigned in mid-1994 to become president of neo-evangelical Dallas Theological
Seminary. Swindoll's "resume’ of heresy" is seemingly endless he recommends the books of many of the worst
psychologizers, New Agers, and occultists imaginable, all under the banner of "all truth is God's truth." [At the 7/94
PK Boulder, Colorado conference, Swindoll, clad in faded denim, roared onto the stage astride a motorcycle to the
band playing "Born to Be Wild," and then delivered a sermon on avoiding temptation.]

Luis Palau (1992; 1995-1997) internationally known Argentinian evangelist Luis Palau ("the Billy Graham of South
America") is a Catholic sympathizer whose ecumenical message is heavily diluted with pop psychology and Arminian
easy-believism. He regularly cooperates with apostate Methodism and the radical fringe of Charismaticism (e.g., Oral
Roberts). – Coming to Rapid City soon!

 E.V. Hill (1992-1997) hyper-charismatic pastor of the Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church in the Watts section of
Los Angeles (member in the apostate National Council of Churches) and V.P. of the National Baptist Convention. Hill
praises Jesse Jackson (apostate, radical social activist) and has been linked with liberal groups such as the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (which endorsed the early-1993 Gay Rights march on Washington, D.C.!). Hill is a
frequent guest speaker on various charismatic platforms (e.g., at Kenneth Hagin's Rhema Center). 

Jack Hayford (1991-1997) author and hyper-charismatic pastor of The Church on the Way in Van Nuys, California;
he claims to have seen a vision of Jesus seated in heaven and to have heard Him speak! (At the 5/94 Promise Keepers
regional conference in Anaheim, California, Hayford gave three reasons why God required circumcision in the Old
Testament: "[1] God wants to touch your very identity as a man; [2] He wants to reach out and touch your secret and
private parts. This enables Him to better perform surgery on the heart; [3] God wants to touch man's creative parts.")
He is the senior editorial advisor for Ministries Today, a pro-charismatic magazine published by Strang
Communications, is a Promise Keepers board member, believes that the Catholic mass is a valid form of Christian
worship see above and believes that being committed to doctrinal distinctives at the expense of unity is an example of
"small-minded sectarianism" (12/95, Charisma, p. 68). Hayford is also pastor to Jan and Paul Crouch of the heretical
and blasphemous Trinity Broadcasting Network! 

Gary Oliver (1991-1993; 1995-1996) author of Real Men Have Feelings Too, psychologist, Clinical Director of
Southwest Counseling Associates, and Promise Keepers board member. Among the many Freudian and miscellaneous
humanistic psychological models used by Oliver, his favorite appears to be one based upon the teachings of "Christian"
psychologist Dr. Larry Crabb. Concerning PK and Catholicism, Oliver says, "Since day one, we've really encouraged
Catholic participation, not because they are Catholics, but because anyone who loves the Lord is welcome." Oliver’s
materials for the PK related "Men of Integrity" series booklets are VERY much like counterpart Robert Hicks listed
below even quoting material which is part of the secualar "male bonding" movement by Robert Bly!

 Larry Crabb (1992; 1996) author, clinical psychologist, and founder and Director of the Institute of Biblical
Counseling at Colorado Christian University in Morrison, Colorado. Crabb's model of counseling is primarily a
psychological system of unconscious needs that supposedly motivate all behavior. This system has been derived from
Freudian (the "unconscious") and humanistic (a hierarchy of needs) psychology, with great emphasis on so-called
emotional needs. . Additionally, Crabb focuses on the "needs" of the self which are directly from the humanistic
philosophies of Abraham Maslow and the hierarchy of needs. Crabb redefines repentance of sin to the rooting out of
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sins others have committed against you. Crabb employs counsel from the perspective of the world and not the Bible.

 Robert Hicks (1993) Professor of Pastoral Theology at the Seminary of the East (Dresher, PA), pastor,
psychotherapist, president of the psychologically-oriented Life Counseling Services, and author of the Promise
Keepers endorsed book The Masculine Journey (foreword by John Trent). (See earlier in this report for details.) Hicks
is the author of other psychobabble books: Uneasy Manhood, Returning Home, Failure to Scream, and Man of All
Passions. 

Howard Hendricks (1993; 1995; 1997) psychologically-oriented Distinguished Professor and Chairman of the Center
for Christian Leadership at Dallas Theological Seminary, spends considerable time conducting so-called "Christian"
marriage enrichment seminars, endorsed Robert Hicks' book The Masculine Journey as "an eye opening key to
understanding the Bible's teaching on what it means to be a man.") He is also a Promise Keepers board member.

 Joseph Stowell (1994-1997) Ecumenical psychologizer and president of the Moody Bible Institute. Stowell has
previous strong ties to the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches (GARBC). Read his comments above. 

Jim Smoke (1993) Executive Director of the Center for Divorce Recovery and author of Ten Ways You Can Grow
Through Divorce. Smoke is a self-love advocate whose terminology sounds much like that of secular psychologist Carl
Rogers!

 Bill Hybels (1994-1996) Author, church-growth guru, and the ecumenical, psychologically-oriented pastor of the
12,000-member Willow Creek Community Church in Barrington, Illinois. Too much material to demonstrate here how
dangerous this man’s "church" is to Biblical teachings!

 James Dobson (1993) pop psychologist, author, and founder and Director of Focus on the Family Ministries.
According to Dobson, "low self-esteem" is the root cause of most societal ills. Dobson has heavily promoted Promise
Keepers on his nationwide radio program, and Focus on the Family Publishing is one of Promise Keepers' publishers
and produces most of its tapes. In PK's early years, Promise Keepers was keep afloat by a gift from Focus on the
Family.

 Greg Laurie (1994-1997) author, crusade evangelist, and charismatic pastor of the 12,000-plus membership Harvest
Christian Fellowship in Riverside, California; Calvary Chapel's Chuck Smith is mentor for this ecumenical
psychologizer.  

Bill Bright (1992; 1995-1996) ecumenical/Catholic promoter and founder and Director of Campus Crusade for Christ.
Bright was a signator to the 3/94 ecumenical accord "Evangelicals & Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the
Third Millennium," and won the $1 million 1996 Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion.

James Ryle, Boulder Valley Vineyard Christian Fellowship pastor, Promise Keepers board member, and pastor to
Founder Bill McCartney. Read about him above. 

Chuck Colson co-author of the ecumenical accord "Evangelicals and Catholics Together" and another recipient of
onemillion dollars from the Progress in Religion Award. At the 9/96 rally in NYC, Colson, sounding like "Mother"



Does Promise Keepers teach Biblical doctrine?

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/doesprom.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:55 PM]

Teresa, said, "If you trust in God it doesn't matter what religion or race you are, we all belong to each other." - How
can this be considered a Biblical statement?!

 John Wesley-White, evangelist for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Juan Carlos Ortiz, the pastor of Hispanic Ministries at apostate Robert Schuller's Crystal Cathedral

Billy Kim, Far East Broadcasting Company ,who speaks and travels with hyper-charismatic and new age teaching
Paul (David) Yonggi Cho and is vice president of the apostate Baptist World Alliance.

John Dawson, charismatic author and International Director for Urban Missions of Youth With A Mission (YWAM).

Max Lucado, popular psychologically-oriented author and Church of Christ pastor.

James Robison, hyper-charismatic pastor and televangelist.

Haddon Robinson, ecumenical Gordon-Conwell professor and neo-evangelical writer for Radio Bible Class.

Rick Ryan, pastor of the charismatically-oriented Calvary Chapel of Santa Barbara, California.

Dennis Rainey, self-esteem psychologizer.

Ron Blue psychologizing financial guru.

Franklin Graham, Billy Graham's liberal son.

The Following is taken directly from PK News October 97 article for the October 4th, 1997 "Stand In The
Gap what can I expect" for their Promise Keeper "Stand In The Gap Gathering in Washington DC. It will
be hosted by Native Americans because, "We've asked them because we want to show that we are sorry for what
transpired on their land, and that as brothers in Christ, we want them to take the lead in this event...."

 "...But before the day begins, a large instrumental call to worship will kick off the assembly. "At sacred
assemblies in Scripture, often it would say, 'Blow the trumpet,' Schlafer said. "In the Old Testament, the shofar (a
ram's-horn trumpet) was blown prior to battles to signify the army of God. Our host people, the Native
Americans, blew flute, and other people groups used trumpets. So, we will use numerous instruments to
invoke the Spirit of God to consecrate the event." he said, "As we blow the horns to start the program, we will
be announcing the arrival of royalty, the Lord of Lords and King of Kings." [Bold emphasis mine] 

WHAT SPIRIT WILL THEY REALLY BE CALLING?!
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 The Spirit of Baal! They have joined themselves with the idols of worldly wisdom (psychology), the idols of
Roman Catholics – the dead saints, and the new age and occult teachings of Native Americans as they seek to
"invoke" the Spirit of God to this event! The Christians response is clear as it was in old testament days: "And
Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD [be] God, follow
him: but if Baal, [then] follow him. And the people answered him not a word." 1 Kings 18:21 

Some closing verses for the reader to consider:
"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away [their] ears from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the

work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry." 2 Timothy 4:3-5 

A large amount of the information is from various Promise Keepers Materials or from a "friendly to PK" radio
interview with "Steel on Steel" show on a Denver, CO radio station June 8, 1995 with Bill McCartney. The section
"More Information on Promise Keepers Speakers was adapted from the article "Promise Keepers – Ecumenical Macho
Men for Christ?" by Biblical Discernment Ministries also connected to this site.
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The Promise Keepers "Process"... Or Another Gospel?!
The following is directly from the Promise Keeper 1996 Conference List Brochure. Notice the change in the end
paragraph from other pieces from PK. Read it for yourself, and my thoughts will come following the piece from the
brochure.

SEVEN PROMISES OF A PROMISE KEEPER:

1). A Promise Keeper is committed to honor Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and obedience to God's Word
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

2). A Promise Keeper is committed to pursue vital relationships with a few other men, understanding that he needs
brothers to help him keep his promises.

3). A Promise Keeper is committed to practice spiritual, moral, ethical, and sexual purity.

4). A Promise Keeper is committed to build strong marriages and families through love, protection, and biblical values.

5). A Promise Keeper is committed to support the mission of his church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by
actively giving his time and resources.

6). A Promise Keeper is committed to reach beyond any racial and denominational barriers to the demonstrate the
power of biblical unity.

7). A Promise Keeper is committed to influence his world, being obedient to the Great Commandment (Mark 12:30-
31) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).

We understand that this kind of change is a process, and that we need the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit.
Before a man becomes a "promise keeper," he must be a "promise seeker." The seeking process leads a man to
God Himself, thus encountering the promises of God. At this point a man must become a "promise receiver."
Embracing and owning the promises of God provides a foundation for a man to make promises, a "promise
maker." [Bold Emphasis Mine]

(Illustration with arrows pointing from left to right and a box with promise keeper) promise seeker --- promise receiver
--- promise maker --- promise keeper

Consequently, "promise keeping" is a process, vitally connected to a man's relationship with Jesus Christ.

We desire to see one man commit to these promises...then two...and so on. -------------end cut out from brochure

Here is Promise Keeper's previous way of the "process": (From a PK help file) "We understand that making promises
we intend to keep is a process and that we need the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. We also understand that we
need brothers who will allow us to honorably fail, and to pray and support us when we do fail. The fact is that we are
all in process until our physical death. Yet, Scripture clearly calls to enter the process of sanctification, to become who
we are in Christ Jesus. Only then will we be godly influences in our relationships and in our world."

Do you see the differences?

Promise Keepers seven promises replace God's promises! Read the paragraph again from the brochure:

"We understand that this kind of change is a process, and that we need the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit.
Before a man becomes a "promise keeper," he must be a "promise seeker." "The seeking process leads a man to
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God Himself, thus encountering the promises of God. At this point a man must become a "promise receiver."
Embracing and owning the promises of God provides a foundation for a man to make promises, a "promise maker."
Consequently, "promise keeping" is a process, vitally connected to a man's relationship with Jesus Christ."

THE PARAGRAPH BROKEN DOWN:

"We understand that this kind of change is a process, and that we need the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit."

Is this the "process" by which we repent of sin and come to a saving knowledge in Christ Jesus, or the "process"
by which you become a Promise Keeper?

"Before a man becomes a "promise keeper," he must be a "promise seeker."

Before a man becomes a Promise Keeper!!!! IT's the PK Process!!! Not the Bible's!

"The seeking process leads a man to God Himself, thus encountering the promises of God."

Where in the Bible does it say this??? Do we seek God as unsaved men and women?

Romans 3:11-12 "There is none that understandeth , there is none that seeketh after God . They are all gone out of the
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good , no, not one."

Did I miss what these Pkers are teaching?

"At this point a man must become a "promise receiver." Embracing and owning the promises of God provides a
foundation for a man to make promises, a "promise maker.""

Is this where we receive Christ as our Lord? Is this the salvation message? "Embracing and owning" what
promises of God??? THE SEVEN PROMISES??? This clearly points you to the "promises," but are these seven
promises from God for us to keep??

(Illustration with arrows pointing from left to right and a box with promise keeper) promise seeker --- promise receiver
--- promise maker --- promise keeper

Consequently, "promise keeping" is a process, vitally connected to a man's relationship with Jesus Christ.

Certainly promise keeping is important, but is it a process? (This reminds me of the false teachings of one of
PK's speakers Pastor Bill Hybels!) Or a conscience decision on the part of the believer? Is the Christian life a
"process?" Or is it a life based upon the principles and precepts of God's Word the Bible? Do the Promise
Keeper promises encompass all of God's precepts, or the ideas of what men think God wants? Did we ever seek
God out, or does he seek us out when we were sinners?

Romans 5:8-11 "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved
by his life. And not only [so], but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received
the atonement."

Promise Keepers has subverted the gospel by replacing it with their promises
and process. Where in this "gospel" is assurance of salvation and Heaven?
From PK's previous way "Yet, Scripture clearly calls to enter the process of sanctification, to become who we are in
Christ Jesus. Only then will we be godly influences in our relationships and in our world."
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This sentence is removed!!!! In their eagerness to please men of ANY denominations (Promise 6) They now have
crossed a major threshold and redefined the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Beware of Promise Keepers, mark their
ways! Romans 16:17
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Part of How and Why I started examining the Promise Keeper Movement:

Dear Promise Keepers,

I am compelled to write you in regards to the book "The Masculine Journey", protests of it and your response in a
seven page letter from Pete Richardson, Vice-President Communications Services.

I was one of the first to raise questions about the book and workbook of "The Masculine Journey." I brought my
questions to the leaders of the men's class and then to church leadership. I was told they would try to get some answers
to me but I waited a month with no response. Then I wrote to Martin and Deidre Bobgan (whose books Psychoheresy I
& II I learned of through a friend) who at that time knew little or nothing about Promise Keepers, they referred me to
Biblical Discernment Ministries.

What brought this all about? I asked questions regarding "The Masculine Journey" workbook pages 32-33 concerning
initiation rites. Frankly, I was appalled at the content! The leaders of the class suggested I was "misunderstanding" the
material and suggested I read the book.

To my own demise I did just that!!! I am not able to reconcile Hick's approach of male sexuality to that presented in
the Bible, nor were many other men who dropped the men's class. I adamantly disagree and contend with your
statement that this book is "Biblically-centered."

Needless to say the men and the women of what was our local church began to ostracize us and start slanderous gossip
that I am a "worker of Satan," "a self appointed prophet," "a heresy head-hunter," plus a few other choice adjectives. --
- All because I dared to question the Promise Keepers.

Now I want to thank you for inadvertently stirring my soul to action--- to expose "Promise Keepers" as the farce it is!

Your response to questions about "The Masculine Journey" was to rationalize God's holy truths. I gave up trying to
rationalize sin when I was a babe in Christ! I seriously question the sincerity of Promise Keepers leadership when you
willingly endorse books like "The Masculine Journey."

I can not believe your arrogance when you announce Promise Keepers is bringing about revival throughout our nation!
Your ministry is nothing but a placebo for God's truth! A sugar pill is easy to swallow, rather than recognizing sin,
confessing with a sorrowful heart and truly repenting of sin!

McCartney had a good idea to bring men together in Christ but what you now have is a "Christianized Secular Men's
Movement" and anyone outside looking objectively will see that and ask "What's the difference?"

It is easy for you to run rough-shod over individuals like me, you pass us off because you "feel" you are running strong
for the Lord.

But you are wrong! You have been swept away by your emotions and have lost your sense to reason, especially when
it comes to holding to and testing your teachings to the light of God's word. Your intent was noble, but your promises
are flawed and your leaders are corrupt with the wisdom of this world.

For what it is worth, REPENT!

You have left your first love as did the Church of Ephesus Rev. 2:4-5. Your infatuation with sexuality will eventually
destroy your ministry. I can easily expose the error you endorse as "God's Truth" and among my local Bible-believing
churches I have already through an anonymous mailing of the Biblical Discernment Ministries newsletter. I will
continue this campaign along with help from other churches and ministries who protest this book and other unbiblical
facets of your ministry. Just as you feel obligated to recruit more churches with your ambassadors, I will reach out to
inform them of your teachings. I know of two churches already which will have nothing to do with "Promise Keepers."
This number will grow here and abroad as they begin to discern what you call "truth."
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I find it utterly disgusting what you are calling "understanding masculinity" is nothing more than a form of group
therapy with men telling each other about their sexual problems and regrets! True masculine leadership does not come
from this kind of gossip.

Real leadership and revival throughout church history has come from men getting back into God's Word and through
earnest prayer. Repentance from, not "talking about" their sins, and the work of winning souls is what men need to be
doing!

You need to take your "stories" of sexuality out of the church and put them back in the trash!

The day a man shares with someone other than his wife things about his penis is a bad day indeed, and your workbook
asks men to do just that! What could Hick's possibly be thinking when he asks: page 33 in the workbook, (bold
emphasis mine)

"3. Our culture has presented many initiation rites, or passages to manhood, that are associated with the phallus [penis].
Which ones have you experienced? Do you have a story to share with other men about one such event?

- When I was potty trained and stopped wetting my bed - Pubic hair and growth - An unfortunate experience with
pornography - My first dating experience - My first really embarrassing moment with a girl - The wedding night -
Conceiving my first child - other:

4. If only the church had alternative initiation rites to the ones offered above. What creative alternative celebrations
can you think of?"

On pages 176-177 of "The Masculine Journey" book, Dr. Hicks discusses further the matter of initiation as follows:

"I'm sure many would balk at my thought of celebrating the experience of sin. I'm not sure how we could do it. But I
do know we need to do it. "

To defend (rationalize) his points he talks about how we condemn our teens when:

"... they have their first experience with the police, or their first drunk, or their first experience with sex or drugs we
could look upon this as a teachable moment and a rite of passage."

Then Hicks says:

"...but perhaps at this point the true elders could come forward and confess their own adolescent sins and congratulate
the next generation for being human."

Show me confess and congratulate in the Bible in regards to sin !!! The Bible I read and you quote in your response
would not agree with Hicks!

Hicks closes the paragraph saying:

"Then they could move on to the all-important issues of forgiveness and restoration..."

At the beginning of Chapter 2 Hicks quotes Darwin: "Man with all his noble qualities still bears in his bodily frame the
indelible stamp of his lowly origin."

Does he really believe that statement!? The image of God is NOT a "lowly origin"! Then on page 181 Hicks compares
the real Jesus to the Jesus in the movie "The Last Temptation of Christ" (a blasphemous movie I was warned about in
most all Christian publications). Hicks even has the gall to say Jesus suffered same sex temptation! No!, Hicks is
dead wrong on that one, the way the Bible spells it out its the person with the reprobate mind (from continually
sinning) would be given to this sort of temptation and action, not our sinless Lord!!! I must take strong exception to
this comparison!!! (Hicks needs to study Romans Chapter 1 much more closely) "Because that, when they knew God,
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they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts and creeping things. Wherefore God
also gave them up to uncleanness, through the lusts of their own hearts to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator,
who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change
the natural use into that which is against nature: and likewise the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in
their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet." Romans 1:21-27 KJV

How can a spirit-filled Christian make such statements? They would not! Using your argument to use "the basis of
scripture," when falsehood is spoken the only way we know it is false, is again the basis of Scripture!

Where do these insane ideas come from? From Freud obviously since Hicks champions men like him through the
book. I heard enough of this kind of nonsense in College and those saved and unsaved would concur!

As long as you continue to endorse books and materials like "The Masculine Journey", you will get an increasing
amount of resistance and criticism from discerning churches. Any serious Bible believing Christian will reject your
ideas, and I hope they have the courage to tell you as I have!

SINCERELY,

John A. Beardsley III, A Servant of Christ Jesus

BACK TO OUR
HOME PAGE

LINK TO MORE PK MATERIALS BY
BIBLICAL DISCERNMENT MINISTRIES

http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/pk/
http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/pk/
http://rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/pk/


Our Unfortunate Experience With Promise Keepers

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/ourexper.htm[8/29/2018 7:40:57 PM]

Our Unfortunate Experience With Promise Keepers

From: John Beardsley

To leaders of the men's class of (I removed name) Church, I want to thank you for your openness, and genuine
prayerful spirit demonstrated in the class. It is obvious I am in the midst of Spirit filled men, and men who
hunger for the deeper truths about God. Not only do you demonstrate a Spirit of prayer but your actions speak
of your faith, I am overwhelmed and can only praise God for this growing fellowship.

Recently however, I was overwhelmed in another way, by the material being studied. I heard at least one other
voice expressing their concern as well. I don't want to come on too strong, but I am not a stranger to the leaders
of Promise Keepers, and I believe the intent of drawing men together in learning and sharing is good, but their
sources for ideas need to be reexamined.

Please read the following carefully and consider the statements of this letter as from a very concerned brother
in Christ who only seeks what is true.

I am calling the ministry of Gary Smalley & John Trent into question along with a portion of the Promise
Keeper ministry. For the first portion of this letter my initial focus is on the book by Dr. Robert Hicks.

On October 3, 1993 in the men's class we started into the workbook section about "Exploring the issues with
other men" The first question deals with men growing up with confused models of sexuality, the second about
fighting the argument of "God made me this way," the third and fourth questions is where we get into trouble,
(pages 32-34 of the Masculine Journey Workbook)

"3. Our culture has presented many initiation rites, or passages to manhood, that are associated with the
phallus [penis]. Which ones have you experienced? Do you have a story to share with other men about one such
event?

- When I was potty trained and stopped wetting my bed - Pubic hair and growth - An unfortunate experience
with pornography - My first dating experience - My first really embarrassing moment with a girl - The wedding
night - Conceiving my first child - other:

4. If only the church had alternative initiation rites to the ones offered above. What creative alternative
celebrations can you think of?"

Why do Christians need to talk about these things? Why so much emphasis on the penis? Freudian psychology
is based upon genitalia and the discussion these matters, the Bible condemns such discussions. If we are dead to
sin should these questions even be allowed in the Church? For example: What experience with porn and my
penis could be discussed without the presence of sin? What experience about my first date and my penis be
discussed without sin? (not much) What experience about my penis and my wedding night would be permissible
to discuss with other men, does not my body now belong to my wife, how dare I discuss such intimacy with
anyone else but her? Conceiving my first child, what's to discuss that would not violate my vows, or my
conscience before God?

Dr. Hicks doesn't stop here, but wants men to have "creative alternative initiation rites" to those listed above.
How can this be? Again this is not possible without sin.

What does Dr. Hicks base his teaching on? The Bible, as seen through the eyes of Basic Secular Psychology. On
page 176-177 Dr. Hicks discusses the matter of initiation, I was determined to understand what he was trying to
say in the workbook insert provided Sunday and here is another quote, "I'm sure many would balk at my
thought of celebrating the experience of sin. I'm not sure how we could do it. But I do know we need to do it. "
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To defend (rationalize) his point he talks about how we condemn our teens when "--- they have their first
experience with the police, or their first drunk, or their first experience with sex or drugs---" He says we could
look upon any of these "--- as a teachable moment and a rite of passage ---" Then he says the "true elders could
come forward and confess their own adolescent sins and congratulate the next generation for being human."
Then Hicks closes the paragraph saying "that is when we can move on to forgiveness and restoration!" I can
not believe any Christian could make such statements unless they are deceived, or in a terrible backslidden
state! Brothers, I admonish you to put this material in it's proper place. (the trash can!)

Romans 8:5-6 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit
the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded [is] death; but to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace.

The majority of the book keeps referring back to the phallus (penis). The first 70 pages do so clearly and so
does the last chapter "A New Male Journey" which is where I quoted from above. I believe the Promise
Keepers idea of bringing men together in Christ is noble, but not with such ignoble teachings as this. Dr. Hicks
needs prayer, in addition to this I detect problems in who he holds dear, when he makes a point to quote
Charles Darwin of all people at the beginning of Chapter 2, "Man with all his noble qualities still bears in his
bodily frame the indelible stamp of his lowly origin."

Dr. Hicks is more than a little confused brothers, our origin is divine, we are created in God's likeness, not
through evolution!

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Here is some Information about Gary Smalley's & John Trent's Video Tape Series "Love is a Decision" made in
late 1991, which is still presented today in churches throughout America:

In the first tape Smalley provides some entertaining scientific reasons for the different behaviors of men and
women. Using material from a Dr. Restak, Smalley explains women are more emotional because they use more
of the right side of the brain then men, and men are more left-brained and not as emotional. Smalley gives a
dissertation on how this difference takes place in the womb of the expectant mother. He explains the unborn boy
at some point in the pregnancy has his brain washed with the hormone testosterone, causing the right and the
left side not to talk as well to each other as with a woman. Smalley even jokes saying you could say men are
"brain-damaged" due to the hormone. This is the first tape of six and is the foundation for the series.

The truth of this matter is Gary Smalley lied when he taught this as fact, the fact is Dr. Restak never presented
this as a fact, but as an idea! Gary Smalley received letters on this error and to date he has not changed his
position. The sad part of this is even the world around us knows this is false, and I have personally heard the
media laugh about the right-brain left-brain teachings of Smalley's Ministry. Does this not bring reproach to
the Gospel? (I have much more material on this matter and others but for this letter I will cut it short) [Even
more recently in 1996 science has demonstrated that the male and female brains work in much the same way,
completely contradicting Smalley’s absurd notions!]

As for John Trent, he talks about personality traits, not like those of the Bible, but astrology. Trent mentions
one bible verse maybe two for the whole time he speaks. He compares our behaviors to animals, he says this is
why we act the way we due as he has you compare your actions to a lion, a dog, or a bear, I believe there may
have been others as well. What is the point of such teachings with Christians?

To conclude I have pointed out Dr. Hicks for some reason unknown to me that we need to sin, celebrate sin and
then seek forgiveness and restoration. Nothing can be farther from God's truth.

Ephesians 4:22-25 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according
to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after
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God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with
his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

Smalley misrepresents an idea as truth, and still teaches it today, an idea which followed to it's logical
conclusion gives an excuse for sin. (Charles Darwin presented evolution as an "idea," look where that idea has
gone!) 

2 Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Both Gary Smalley and John Trent are very "entertaining" and "fun" to listen to, but don't be too distracted
that you miss their message, in the tape series not once is sin mentioned as a problem as a barrier to
communication in the family, or that the Holy Spirit can change your hearts.

1 Timothy 1:5-7 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and [of] a good conscience,
and [of] faith unfeigned: From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; Desiring to be
teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.

2 Timothy 3:13-14 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned [them];

1 Corinthians 2:12-13 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

1 Corinthians 1:19-20 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the
understanding of the prudent. Where [is] the wise? where [is] the scribe? where [is] the disputer of this world?
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

1 Thessalonians 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by
his Spirit in the inner man;

SIGNED John A. Beardsley III A Concerned Brother in Christ

Reprinted 4/29/95 only references added from original letter Added note Smalley and Trent are regular PK
Speakers
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A Bittersweet Revival
By Kathy Beardsley

A false revival based on emotion

Is sweeping the men of our nation

Into a deceptive compulsion.

To accept the lies taught to them;

To overlook their sinful nature

And the source from which they stem.

All truth is not God's truth because of its source.

For there are many false teachers claiming

That they are your only recourse.

The truth of the matter is 'hope abounds'.

Not by words or works of men

But by standing on solid ground.

A solid foundation is already in place;

God's word and God's son,

Given to us through grace.

Jesus said, "I will that no one perish."

But because their hearts are hard

They will lose what they cherish.

Life on earth is but a second in time.
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Live it, winning souls for Jesus;

Armed with His truth, not yours and mine.

Return To Our Home Page
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Tolerance

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry." 2
Timothy 4:2-5 KJV

What do I tolerate?

Is tolerance to error good?
Do I remain silent while the enemy marches on the City? (Ez 33:6, 3:17)
Do I hold my tongue when lies are spread as God’s Truth? (1 Jn 2:21)

Wolves among the sheep! Is my cry!
The lion is roaming among us devouring at will! (1 Pet 5:7)

Where are the warriors? (Eph 6:10-11)
Where are the defenders of the True Faith?
If we don’t stand to protect our own skin,

are we so cold not to care for our children? (Ja 4:17)

Have we become the servants who eat the bread we didn’t work for? (Lk 10:7)
Does anyone separate the wheat from the chaff? (Matt 3:12)

The Truth from Error?

Cry out "Wolves in the pulpit!"
They are spreading heretical lies! (1 Tim 1:10)

Do antichrists spread truth about God? (1 Jn 2:18-19) or
False prophets bring a "Holy" Spirit Revival?! (Jer 23:36)

Do teachers of darkness give us revelations of wisdom about the Light? (2 Cor 6:14-16)

How can this be?

A host of the enemy are considered leaders in the true church of God!
Psychologists, Psychiatrists have come to the church to analyze our thoughts,

to help us remember the pain of the past to remember the sins of others against us,
to help us see our parents as unloving and uncaring. (Eph 5:6-7)

So who needs the love of God anymore?!
We have psychoanalysts to tell us how to think!

Following the perversions of Freud and Jung!
We are led to believe our problem lies in our subconscious mind,- Dr. Larry Crabb!
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Really our problems are due to our low self-esteem,-Dr. James Dobson!
It’s our confused idea of our sexuality, -Dr. Robert Hicks!

No they’re all wrong, our problems stem from brain damage in our mother’s womb, teaches Gary
Smalley! No wonder men are so different from women! (Jude 11-16)

Well let’s go to Rapha since we are so confused,
they say they are "Christian,"

Who uses the Bible for counsel? It’s just not enough anymore!
Or how about a New Life Treatment Center, Minirth-Meier...?

Are we insane!?
What do the children of Light need from the teachers of darkness?

Why do we need a perverts and gainsayers to teach us God’s Truth?
ALL the truth of the Bible is God’s Truth,

the cliché "All truth is God’s truth" is a lie! (2 Cor 11:3-4)
What did the serpent tell Eve in the Garden?

The serpent spoke "ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil" (Ge 3:5b), was it God’s Truth?
What of God’s Words "Ye shall not eat of it...lest ye die"?(Ge 3:3)

"The kindest acts of the wicked are cruel!" Proverbs 12:10b
Should we care if they are "nice people"?

Should we follow them while they deceive many with fine sounding words?

"For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to

nothing the understanding of the prudent.

Where [is] the wise? where [is] the scribe? where [is] the disputer of this world?

hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?" 1 Corinthians 1:19-20

Where are the warriors of the Faith?

Where are our Holy Spirit filled leaders?
What have we to fear?

We only have one life to live!

Have you buried your coin?

Are you a wicked servant?

What do you tolerate?

Author: John Beardsley

Date: 2/12/94
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No Matter Who You Are!
By John Beardsley - August 15th, 1993

No matter who you are, No matter your personality trait,

No matter what hormone may seem to control you...

God' Spirit transcends your being!

God is not in a box,

He is not limited to our finite understanding of what we think we are!

He is not bound to the world we live in, or the timeline we walk!

He is Infinitely Powerful, Omnipotent and Everpresent The One Eternal God He IS!

No matter what you think you are, Jesus hold's the keys of your heart.

He can make you a new creation and take away negative personality traits,

or hormones which seem to drive you.

Psychology doesn't have a clue! Do blind lead the blind?

Or do they walk into a snare? ---A challenge to the Christian, No matter who you are,

"Does Sigmund Freud the father of Psychology have any voice in you?"

--- What does one who dwells in the light have to do with Freud who gropes in the darkness?

--- What new truths do you expect to uncover?

No matter who you are,

What do the Four Personality traits truly reveal?

How does an animal teach what you are?

Did you know these are the roots of Astrology?

Who has deceived you and dragged you away?

Do you have a ring in your nose that compels you?

Who says a hormone decided this is the way you are?

Who or What gives you an excuse to sin!?
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Who accuses the brethren before the Father?

Why do you just give the Devil a cause!?

--- Why do we bring reproach upon the True Gospel?

--- Have we forgotten He will judge His own first?

Is all well with you now?

Is your heart troubled by a myriad of trials?

Stop where you are and turnaround, STOP!

before you're lost in a flood of worries,

He doesn't want you to hurt, Come Back, Come Back to His Truth!

Son or Daughter, His arms await you!

Now you are reaping the judgment you have sown,

His anger is coming upon you, more than the world around you!

We're finite creatures with an eternal spirit,

given to sin--- but fortunate to serve a gracious Lord and God!!!

Seek His forgiveness, No Matter Who You Are,

No Matter Your Personality Trait or Hormone!

He is the God who defies our comprehension,

Transcends and sees our very soul and spirit,

Boundless in Love,

All knowing and yet still Forgiving.

He is the Light of the World and The Author of All Truth!

Return To Our Home Page
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Some of Kathy's Poems

Signs of the Times

What are "signs of the times?"

What does that phrase refer to?

Much more than you realize.

Let me explain it to you.

In the Bible there’s a period of time

Before Jesus comes to take us home;

When worldly influence will gain ground,

And Christians will allow it to come.

"Signs of the times" are more than nature.

They are, sin and corruption running wild,

Biblical principals taken lightly,

And Christian values being defiled.

Unwillingness to grow and mature

For fear you’ll be made fun of,

Greatly saddens our Lord on high

Because He’s our strength and love.

We’re here for His soul winning purpose.

Put your eyes back on the Lord.



Kathys Poems

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/kathyspo.htm[8/29/2018 7:41:01 PM]

Keep your feet on the straight and narrow.

It’s not a price you can’t afford.

Make Your Choice
Time grows short, there’s so much to do,

The people won’t listen, what can we do?
The world around us is caving in,

With very few paying attention.
The real problems of this world?

Spiritual warfare upon us hurled.

The Bible’s unfolding right before our eyes

Yet so many refuse to see their demise.

What will it take for people to see,

Jesus; He’s the only way to be free.

Sin and corruption wherever we go

But the Son shines through, I know!

The choice is yours, please make it now,

A regrettable decision, or a heavenly vow.

Choose Satan and burn for making the wrong choice.

Choose God the Father and you’ll hear His voice

Saying, "I’m so happy you chose to be

Part of my heavenly family."
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Where Do You Stand?
If I could describe the pain in my heart,

It would be as if it were torn apart.

I can’t believe what I just heard tonight;

Our church wants us out of their sight.

All because we stood on firm ground

And turned away from doctrine unsound.

Study God’s word; that’s all I ask.

Stop relying on someone else for that task.

God just wants us to focus on Him,

Not our past, present, or future sin.

God will give us interpretation,

As we mature in consideration

To His word; obeying His commands,

Giving up our selfish demands.

No matter what the popular vote,

I won’t join the world to promote

False doctrine and heresy.

I won’t become like a Pharisee.

With God’s word as my foundation

I’ll stand firm in my generation.
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And in Jesus’ holy name,

I’ll teach my kids to do the same.

Misconceptions
I felt the pain of a broken heart

When a loved one said "from the start

I’ve not believed nor will I ever,

I won’t take part of this foolish endeavor."

Misconceptions of truth and love

Blinds the world to the Father above.

Within callused hearts it will spread,

Allowing sin and deception to be fed.

It’s increasingly harder every day

To keep from screaming "listen or pay."

Lord, give us strength in these troubled times

To do your will for the good of mankind.

Lord, you know the burdens we bear,

Our hearts are heavy because we care.

Help us to be examples, to share

The love of Jesus, your beloved heir.

Life's Expectations
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When problems don’t work out

And seem to only get worse,

Take a moment to think about

Who you are putting first.

When life promises to produce

Everything you strive for,

Don’t let yourself be seduced

By worldly pressure for more.

You can expect life to be hard,

But your decisions will surely tell,

Whether or not you’ve been scarred

By the world’s enticing spell.

Life holds no guarantees,

On that you can be sure of.

But the Lord provides your necessities,

As well as His guidance and love.

Be content with His security

Especially when riches are few,

You can’t get a better guarantee

Than the one He holds for you.

Peace of Mind
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What gives you peace of mind?

What puts your soul at ease?

Is comfort hard to find

In your difficulties?

When answers you are seeking

Seem kind of scarce,

Don’t fool yourself in thinking

That nobody cares.

You can find all the peace

Your heart ever desired.

From Jesus, who guarantees

His love never expires.

Jesus says: "Seek and you shall find,

Ask and it will be given."

If you’ll only take the time

Your sins will be forgiven.

Once you’ve chosen to believe

That Jesus died for you,

New life in Christ is received,

And your peace of mind too!

Harvest of Souls
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This is not a story nor is it a dream.

It’s not science fiction for it is clearly seen

In the book of Revelation, a book of prophesies,

That life as we know it will some day cease.

The season is here, the day is close

But the hour of harvest no one knows.

Jesus will reap what he sows.

There’s going to be a harvest of souls.

Read John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8,9;

Believe God’s word and you will find

When Christ takes his children home,

You will see that majestic throne.

If you wait much longer it may be too late.

The direction you choose will determine your fate.

A wrong decision would truly be sad,

After thinking what you might have had.

Return To Our Home Page
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Yoga
Relaxation or Occult?*

-  Yoga is from the Sankrit word Yug, meaning "union" (with the Divine, your higher "SELF"). Yoga is a path for
transcending the ordinary mind (who you think you are) in order to merge with your "higher SELF" or "God SELF."
Yoga means "to yoke" -- to yoke with Brahman (i.e., the "Infinite," the "Universal Spirit," the impersonal force that the
Hindus call "God") via the realization of an altered state of consciousness, thereby theoretically releasing oneself from
the bondage of endless reincarnation. Yoga comes out of the Hindu Vedas. It can be traced back to Patanjali, who was
a religious leader. Shiva, one of Hinduism's three most powerful gods, was known as "The Destroyer" -- he's called
Yogi Swara or the "Lord of Yoga."

-  Consider the following portion of an article from a secular newspaper:

"It is estimated that there are 10,000 yoga teachers in the United States, who teach between 4 and 5
million students a week. Yoga is a program that involves conscious stretching, deliberate movements,
controlled breathing and relaxation exercises. Its purpose is to develop strength, flexibility, balance, body
alignment, body awareness, muscular balance, calmness and controlled breathing. Yoga originated from a
school of thought in the Hindu religion, which suggests that postures can isolate the soul from the body
and the mind.

"In the Western world, yoga is used mainly as a form of exercise. Yoga comes from the original Sanskrit
word, 'joga,' which means 'to join.' Yoga means to join body, mind and breath; to get them to work
together in harmony [This is a lie!]. It's very gentle, slow and meditative; but it requires concentration.
Yoga instructors say they have received a handful of complaints from people who believe yoga is
intertwined with mysticism and the occult. [We] acknowledge that yoga does indeed come from a portion
of India's Hindu religion, but [our] classes deal mainly with the physical aspects of yoga, and do not in
any way coerce people to become involved in Eastern religion" [another lie]. (Source: The Bloomington
Herald-Times, 1991.) (Emphasis added.)

Sadly, even professing Christians have bought into this lie. Every Yoga teacher is, in effect, a Hindu or Buddhist
missionary, even though "he or she may wear a cross, insist that Jesus was a great Yogi, and protest that Yoga is not a
religion, but science. This is the most blatant of lies. Yet it has been so widely proclaimed and believed that in
America's public schools, beginning in kindergarten and in almost every other area of society today, Yoga and other
forms of Hindu-Buddhist occultism are taught and accepted as science. In contrast, Christianity has been thrown out of
the schools and is being crowded out of every other area of life in the 'broad-minded' move to replace religion with the
New Age 'science'!" (Source: Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust, p. 147.)

-  Yoga is clearly a New Age concept that is deeply religious and pantheistic in its origin. It is widely practiced and
supported by New Age proponents. The New Age movement denies the reality of sin and total depravity, and believes
that man is generally good and is divine. They teach that there is a god within us, and we are to harness that and
develop it through meditation and other metaphysical techniques. They teach that the only thing people need is
enlightenment regarding their divinity. They believe that through reincarnation man is reunited with God. They believe
in karma, which is a debt one owes because of his previous life. They also believe and teach the evolution of man as
opposed to the Creation that is taught in the Bible. Yoga is also associated with imagery, visualization, hypnosis, mind
magic, chanting of mantra, positive thinking, and Silva mind techniques, which are not only unbiblical, but are
potentially dangerous. When practiced by professing believers, it allows a certain external spiritual influence in our
lives, which is inconsistent with, and disallowed (2 Cor. 6:14-18), in the teachings of the Holy Scriptures (2 Cor. 4:4).

The practice of Yoga is pagan at best, and occultic at worse. Its teachings emanate from the Eastern religions, all of
which teach that self is God, only we just don't realize it:

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Cults/newage.htm
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"The goal of Yoga is 'self-realization ' -- to look deeply within what ought to be the temple of the one true
God and there to discover the alleged 'true Self' or 'higher Self' and declare self to be God. Nothing could
be more religious than that, yet with straight faces all of the Yogis insist that practicing Yoga will not
change anyone's religious beliefs. This is the religion of Antichrist; and for the first time in history it is
being widely practiced throughout the Western world as Transcendental Meditation and other forms of
Yoga." (Source: The Seduction of Christianity, p. 54.)

-  Yoga calls itself science. "By calling itself science, Yoga (which is the very heart of Hinduism) has within the last
[30] years become an integral part of Western society, where it is taught in nearly every YMCA or YWCA, in clubs, in
public schools, in industry, and in many churches. Dressed in Western clothes, Yoga has gained acceptance in
medicine, psychology, education, and religion under such euphemisms as 'centering,' 'relaxation therapy,' 'self-
hypnosis,' and 'creative visualization.' Yoga is designed to lead to the 'realization' of one's true 'godhood' through an
inward meditative journey that finally locates the ultimate source of everything within the human psyche." (Source:
The Seduction of Christianity, p. 110.)

-  Hatha-yoga is a popular form of Yoga practiced today by those looking for a form of relaxation and non-strenuous
exercise. Johanna Michaelsen, however, correctly discerns:

"There is a common misconception in the West that hatha-yoga, one of about ten forms of Yoga that
supposedly leads to self-realization, is merely a neutral form of exercise, a soothing and effective
alternative for those who abhor jogging and calisthenics ... [However], Hatha-yoga is 'one of the six
recognized systems of orthodox Hinduism' and is at its roots religious and mystical. It is also one of the
most difficult and potentially [spiritually] dangerous forms of Yoga.

"The term hatha is derived from the verb hath, which means 'to oppress.'... What the practice of hatha-
yoga is designed to do is suppress the flow of psychic energies through these channels ["symbolic, or
psychic passages on either side of the spinal column"], thereby forcing the 'serpent power' or the kundalini
force to rise through the central psychic channel in the spine (the sushumna) and up through the chakras,
the supposed psychic centers of human personality and power. Westerners mistakenly believe that one can
practice hatha-yoga apart from the philosophical and religious beliefs that undergird it. This is an
absolutely false belief. ... You cannot separate the exercises from the philosophy. ... 'The movements
themselves become a form of meditation.' The continued practice of the exercises will, whether you ...
intend it or not, eventually influence you toward an Eastern/mystical perspective. That is what it is meant
to do! ... There is, by definition, no such thing as 'neutral' Yoga" (Like Lambs to the Slaughter, pp. 93-95).
(Last emphasis added.)

-  Other types or brands of Yoga:

(a) Laya Yoga: Path of Universal Body -- In Laya Yoga, the Macrocosm (the Universe) is directly
networked with the Microcosm (the human body). There are five centres (chakras, or "wheels") along the
spine and one between the eyebrows that directly corresponds with some aspect of creation. These chakras
are linked through an etheric channel along the spine. A primordial creative energy (kundalini) lies
dormant at the base of the spine in the root chakra. The Laya Yogi (someone who practices Laya Yoga),
through meditation and Asanas (posture exercises), will coax this kundalini energy into traveling up the
channel through each chakra until it reaches its point of origin at the top of the skull. At that point, the
yogi will have merged with the source of creation. If the yogi then chooses to reverse the process, the
kundalini energy will travel back down the channel recharging each centre with an increased amount of
Prana (life force energy). The result is that the yogi will then have more understanding of, and control
over, all aspects of creation each time this process is done.

(b) Karma Yoga: Path of Selfless Action -- Action performed for the purpose of satisfying a desire has the
effect of generating new desires that require additional actions. Addiction to pleasure (in any form) is a
good example of this. Once the desire is satisfied, it generates more desire, which then needs to be
satisfied ad infinitum. In Karma Yoga, one seeks to end this cycle by not being attached to the outcome of
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anything he does. Actions are thus performed based on what seems appropriate in a given situation. The
person performing the action has no concern about whether the end result is "good" or "bad." Since the
actions are not performed for self-gratification, the person is free of them. As a result of not being
attached to the outcome, a person can become completely involved in whatever he is doing. In this way,
yogis seek to end the eternal cycle of death and rebirth.

(c) Jnana Yoga: Path of Transcendental Knowledge -- This type of yoga is geared toward those who have
an intellectual curiosity, who like to reason and analyze. The ordinary mind can never know Ultimately
and Absolutely. Therefore, the goal is for the ordinary mind to realize that and, thereby, get out of the
way. In effect, one uses the ordinary mind to transcend the ordinary mind. Gradually the ordinary mind
reveals its true nature to itself. In the "Who am I?" inquiry, as taught by the great Indian guru Ramana
Maharshi, the mind's false identities are discounted one by one until it is exhausted. Once the mind has
exhausted all its answers, then the higher Self may emerge.

(d) Bhakti Yoga: Path of Devotion -- Bhakti Yoga is considered the simplest of the Yogas. Bhakti is a
practice of self-surrender for the purpose of eventually identifying with the source of love, or the higher
Self. It is not unlike devotion and service associated with religion in the West. The yogi selects a Saint,
Guru, or another figure to direct his devotional love. Every act in daily life is done to serve the beloved
one. Visualizations and mantras are also part of Bhatki Yoga practice. The goal is to visualize the beloved
one all the time. At first one may have a picture or representation to look at as the visualization skill is
developed. A sound is repeated at the same time as the visualization. Although there are many words that
can be selected, the sound of "GM" (A-U-M) is one anyone can use. This practice is especially suitable
for people with intense emotional natures. Key words are: worship, devotion, self-surrender, visualization,
and mantra.

(e) Raja Yoga: Path of Stillness -- In Raja Yoga, the goal is to quiet the mind through meditation where
the attention is fixed on an object, mantra, or concept. Whenever the mind wanders, it is brought back to
whatever is the object of concentration. In time, the mind will cease wandering and become completely
still. A state of focused, uninterrupted concentration will occur. From this state, the yogi will eventually
merge with the higher SELF.

(f) Kriya Yoga -- Babaji's Kriya Yoga is a scientific art of perfect God Truth union and Self-Realization.
The great Master of India, Babaji Nagarag, revived it as a synthesis of ancient teachings of the 18 Siddha
tradition. Kriya Yoga claims to bring about an integrated transformation of the individual in all five planes
of existence: physical, vital, mental, intellectual, and spiritual. It includes a series of 144 techniques or,
"Kriyas," grouped into five phases, or branches.

1. Kriya Hatha Yoga: including "Asanas," physical postures of relaxation, "bandahs,"
muscular locks, and "mudras," gestures, all of which bring about greater health, peace, and the
awakening of the principal energy centres, the "chakras." Babaji has selected a particularly
effective series of 18 postures, which are taught in stages and in pairs. One cares for the
physical body, not for its own sake, but as a vehicle or temple of the Divine (religious, not
just an exercise).

2. Kriya Kundalini Pranayama: the "potential" technique, is a powerful breathing exercise to
awaken powerful latent energy and circulate it through the seven principal chakras between
the base of the spine and crown of the head. It awakens their corresponding psychological
states and makes one a dynamo on all five planes of existence.

3. Kriya Dhyana Yoga: meditation, the scientific art of mastering the mind: to cleanse the
subconscious; develop concentration, mental clarity, and vision; to awaken the intuitive and
creative faculties; and bring about the breathless state of communion with God, "samadhi"
(not the God of the Bible).

4. Kriya Mantra Yoga: the mental repetition of subtle sounds to awaken the intuition, the
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intellect, and the chakras; the mantra becomes a substitute for the "I" centred chatter and
facilitates the accumulation of great amounts of energy. The mantra is supposed to cleanse
habitual subconscious tendencies (it is a religious repetitive chant).

5. Kriya Bhakti Yoga: devotional activities and service to awaken pure Divine universal love
and spiritual bliss; it includes chanting and singing, ceremonies, pilgrimages, and worship.

-  So if someone's interested in physical exercises that are designed to help one's body, he should not take Yoga, which
is designed for death, and teaches how to reach this state of consciousness (see note) where one gets a better
reincarnation. Even the physical positions in Yoga come right out of the Hindu scriptures, and are designed to put one
into this state of consciousness where you imagine that you're God. Therefore, Christians who think they think they're
getting relaxation and/or exercise, are really getting Hinduism! They think they're getting science, but they're getting
religion. It's mislabeled and it's dangerous! (Source: a 1988 John Ankerberg Show program, "The New Age in
Society.")

-  John Weldon and Clifford Wilson wrote in Occult Shock and Psychic Forces that Yoga is really pure occultism.
Hans-Ulrich Rieker, in his book The Yoga of Light, also warns that misunderstanding the true nature of Yoga can mean
"death or insanity." Another little known fact is that virtually every major guru in India has issued warnings similar to
these; i.e., deep-breathing techniques such as the ones taught in Yoga are a time-honored method for entering altered
states of consciousness and for developing so-called psychic power. [Note: Yoga is one of the basic means of reaching
this altered state of consciousness. And the altered state is the doorway to the occult. Sir John Eccles, Nobel Prize
Winner for his research on the brain, said the brain is "a machine that a ghost can operate." In a normal state of
consciousness, one's own spirit ticks off the neurons in his brain and operates his body. We are spirits connected with a
body. But in an altered state, reached under drugs, Yoga, hypnosis, etc., this passive but alert state, the connection
between the spirit and the brain, is loosened. That allows another spirit to interpose itself, to begin to tick off the
neurons in the brain, and create an entire universe of illusion. You've then opened yourself up. It's called sorcery.
People are literally teaching themselves how to be demonized, all in the name of developing one's full potential.]

* Unless otherwise cited, parts of this report have been excerpted and/or adapted from  Examining & Exposing Cultic
& Occultic Movements, Jack Sin, “Should a Christian Practise Yoga?,” April 2000, pp. 79-84.
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Hypnosis*
Christian or Occult?

-  In these days of supposed great stress and strain, hypnosis claims to offer relief for the masses. Hypnosis has become
the therapeutic tool health professionals are pulling out of the bag to battle smoking and weight problems; manage
anxiety, fears, and phobias; relieve pain; overcome depression; improve a person's sex life; cure maladies such as
asthma and hayfever; undergo chemotherapy without nausea; prompt injuries to heal more quickly; and improve
grades. Otherwise legitimate medical doctors use hypnosis as part of the healing process to reduce the side effects from
drugs, to help speed patient recovery, and reduce post-operative discomfort. Dentists are using hypnotic techniques in
conjunction with nitrous oxide to relax patients, minimize pain and bleeding, and control patient gas reflex during
procedures. 

The sad part of it all is that even some unsuspecting Christians are willing to "try it." A 1992 newspaper ad placed by a
"Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist" (there is even an "American Society for Clinical Hypnosis") made some amazing
statements that indicate just how unbiblical (i.e., New Age) the technique of hypnosis is:

"Hypnosis is the most effective method of changing the way you think, feel and act. When you align your
subconscious mind -- your inner voice -- with your conscious mind, you erase conflicting beliefs that hold
you back. You can then move forward, without sabotaging yourself. Clinical hypnotic techniques guide
you to a relaxed, peaceful state of mind. You remain in total control while learning how to use the power
of your full mind to create a strong desire to accomplish your goal. You can change your life."

-  Hypnosis is nothing new. It has been used for thousands of years by witchdoctors, spirit mediums, shamans, Hindus,
Buddhists, and yogis. But the increasing popularity of hypnosis for healing in the secular world has influenced many
in the professing church to accept hypnosis as a means of treatment. Both non-Christian and professing Christian
medical doctors, dentists, psychiatrists, and psychologists are recommending and using hypnosis. 

Although a hypnotist may encourage only a light or medium trance, he cannot prevent a hypnotized subject from
spontaneously plunging into the danger zone, which may include a sense of separation from the body, seeming
clairvoyance, hallucination, mystical states similar to those described by Eastern mystics, and even what hypnotism
researcher Ernest Hilgard describes as "demonic possession." We would argue that hypnosis is occultic at any trance
level, but at its deeper levels, hypnosis is unmistakably occult. 

-  There is some controversy as to whether or not a hypnotist can cause a person to do something against his will.
Many hypnotists say categorically that the will cannot be violated. However, the evidence is otherwise. Hypnosis
heightens a person's suggestibility to the point that the subject will believe almost anything the hypnotist tells him --
even to the point of hallucinating at the hypnotist's suggestion. During hypnosis, a person's critical abilities are reduced
in such a way as to create what has been called a "trance logic" that undiscerningly accepts what would normally seem
irrational, illogical, and incompatible. 

Because almost anything can be made to seem plausible to someone in the trance state, it is possible for a hypnotized
person to act against his will -- to do what he would not do outside of the hypnotic state. Hypnosis bypasses the will by
placing personal responsibility outside of objective, rational, critical choice. With normal evaluating abilities
submerged, suggestibility heightened, and rational restraint reduced, the will is seriously hampered and is, at the very
least, capable of being violated. 

-  One popular use of hypnosis has been that of searching the memory by "going back into childhood." Some patients
even describe experiencing what they believe to be their life in the womb and subsequent birth. (This is impossible,
however, because of the neurological, scientific fact that the myelin sheathing is too underdeveloped in the prenatal,
natal, and early postnatal brain to store such memories.) Still others describe some sort of disembodied state and then
what they identify as past lives and former identities. How much of this is created by heightened suggestibility,
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unrestrained imagination, trance hallucination, or demonic intervention cannot be determined. Furthermore, the Bible
clearly contradicts past lives and reincarnation -- "It is appointed unto man once to die" (Heb. 9:27).

Hypnosis is not even reliable with recent recall. What is "remembered" under hypnosis has often been created,
reconstructed, or enhanced during the state of heightened suggestibility. Research indicates that after hypnosis, a
person is unable to distinguish between a true recollection and what he imagined or created under the heightened
suggestibility. Hypnosis is just as likely to bring forth false impressions as true accounts of past events. (Individuals
can and do lie under hypnosis!) Hypnosis is thus more likely to contaminate the memory than to help a person
remember what really happened.

Besides past life hypnotic therapy, some practitioners are doing future life hypnotic therapy. The hypnotized person
supposedly sees future events, solves murders, reveals the future fates of well-known personalities, etc. One involved
in this hypnotic time travel must ask himself, "Where is the line of demarcation between the demonic and the divine,
between the realm of Satan and Science? At what point does the door of darkness open and the devil gain a foothold?"

-  In today's landscape of promises for self-fulfillment, self-mastery, personal well-being, and quick fixes for problems
of living, one could easily find oneself in an environment conducive to hypnosis. One such environment would be the
regression into childhood memories (see above). Another would be in Large Group Awareness Training. The Forum
(formerly est), Life Spring, and Momentus are the names of some of the more well-known large-group training
seminars that promise life-transforming results. Using many of the ideas and techniques of the encounter movement,
such group sessions attempt to alter participants' present way of thinking (mind set, world view, personal faith, etc.)
through intense personal and group experiences. Some have marathon meetings that last numerous hours and take
advantage of fatigue working together with much repetition, group pressure, and various psychological techniques,
some of which attack personal belief systems and cause mental confusion. The confusion technique, which is also a
hypnotic device, may be used to disorient the subject to make him more responsive to cues. Michael Yapko says: "In
the confusion technique, you give a person more information than they could possibly keep up with, you get them to
question everything, you make them feel uncertain as a way of building up their motivation to attain certainty." While
hypnosis may not be intended or admitted in such large group training sessions, the possibility is very strong for
participants to experience hypnotic suggestion, dissociation, and impaired personal judgment. (Other activities and
settings where hypnosis may occur also include: music, church services, prayer and meditation, medical offices, and
self-help tapes.)

-  Since some doctors and many psychologists use hypnosis, most believe that hypnosis is medical and, therefore,
scientific. The label "medical" before the word hypnosis makes hypnosis seem benevolent and safe. Even some well-
known professing Christians (e.g., the late Walter Martin of CRI, and Josh McDowell & John Stewart in their book
Understanding the Occult) allege that hypnosis can be helpful if practiced by medical doctors whose intent is good
rather than evil. However, Donald Hebb says in "Psychology Today/The State of the Science" that "hypnosis has
persistently lacked satisfactory explanation." At the present time, there is no agreed-upon scientific explanation of
exactly what hypnosis is. Psychiatry professor Thomas Szasz describes hypnosis as the therapy of "a fake science." We
cannot call hypnosis a science, but we can say that it has been an integral part of the occult for thousands of years.
(Although hypnosis has been investigated by scientific means, and there are some measurable criteria concerning the
trance itself, hypnosis is not a science.) 

No one knows exactly how hypnosis "works," other than the obvious "placebo effect" -- the successful use of "false
feedback" in the same manner that feedback is used in the occult techniques common to acupuncture, biofeedback, and
psychotherapy. But compounding the word hypnosis with the word therapy does not lift the practice from the occult to
the scientific. The white coat may be a more respectable garb than feathers and face paint, but the basics are the same.
Hypnosis is hypnosis, whether it is called medical hypnosis, hypnotherapy, autosuggestion, or anything else. Hypnosis
in the hands of a medical doctor is as scientific as a dowsing rod in the hands of a civil engineer.

Trances brought about through medical doctors are not significantly different from occultic hypnosis. In their text on
hypnosis, which is used in medical schools, two well-known researchers state categorically: "The reader should not be
confused by the supposed differences between hypnosis, Zen, Yoga, and other Eastern healing methodologies.
Although the rituals for each differs, they are fundamentally the same." E. Fuller Torrey, a research psychiatrist, aligns
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hypnotic techniques with witchcraft. He also says, "Hypnosis is one aspect of the yoga techniques of therapeutic
meditation." Medical doctor William Kroger states, "The fundamental principles of Yoga are, in many respects, similar
to those of hypnosis." To protect the scientific label for hypnosis he declares, "Yoga is not considered a religion, but
rather a 'science' to achieve mastery of the mind and cure physical and emotional sickness." Then he makes a strange
confession, "There are many systems to Yoga, but the central aim -- union with God -- is common to all of them and is
the method by which it achieves cure." Obviously then, just because hypnosis is used by medical doctors does not
mean that it is free of its occult nature. More and more medical practitioners are being influenced by ancient, occult
medical practices. The holistic healing movement has successfully wed Western medicine to Eastern mysticism.

We then raise the following questions about the use of hypnosis by a medical doctor: How can one tell the long-range
spiritual effect of even a well-meaning medical doctor's use of hypnosis on a Christian patient? Would an M.D. with
an anti-Christian or occult bias in any way affect a Christian through trance treatment? How about the use of a
medical hypnotherapist who belongs to the Satanist church? What about an M.D. hypnotherapist who uses past or
future lives therapy as a means of mental-emotional or physical relief? These and other questions need to be answered
before subjecting oneself to such treatment, even, and especially,  in the hands of a medical doctor or psychologist. 

-  Those who might feel a bit nervous about being hypnotized by another often tend to feel safe with self-hypnosis.
(Although those in a self-induced hypnotic trance may gain a certain amount of control and exercise some degree of
choice, they, nevertheless, do not retain their normal means of evaluation of reality and rational restraint.) Teachers of
self-hypnosis will generally try to assure people that hypnosis is simply focused attention, increased concentration,
relaxation, visualization, and imagination. Yet such activities are precisely the useful means of going into the trance.
Furthermore, they continue on at a different level during the trance. By imagining one is leaving his body, one may
move into the trance with the kind of hallucination and trance logic of really seeming to be out of the body.

A medical doctor, teaching a class in self-hypnosis, instructed his students to go into a hypnotic trance, leave their
bodies, and then go back in to explore various parts of the body. All of this was for the purpose of self-diagnosis and
self-healing. Occultist Edgar Cayce also used self-hypnosis to diagnose disease and prescribe treatment. Therefore,
self-hypnosis can be as occult and demonic an activity as a trance directed by a hypnotist.

-  One researcher makes some interesting observations concerning why he would classify hypnosis as part of the occult
(Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust, pp. 119-120):

"One reason for calling hypnotherapy a religious ritual is the fact that it produces mysterious effects that
leave any investigator who approaches it as science thoroughly puzzled: (1) under hypnosis administered
by psychiatrists, persons who have never had any contact with UFOs can be stimulated to 'remember'
UFO abductions that conform in detail to those described by supposed genuine abductees; (2) hypnosis
also leads to spontaneous 'memories' of past and future lives, about one-fifth involving existence on other
planets; (3) hypnotic trance also duplicates the experiences common under the stimulation of psychedelic
drugs, TM, and other forms of Yoga and Eastern meditation; (4) hypnosis also creates spontaneous psychic
powers, clairvoyance, out-of-body experiences, and the whole range of occult phenomena; and (5) the
experience of so-called clinical death is also produced under hypnosis.

"Two conclusions that most investigators find very distasteful seem nevertheless to be inescapable: (1)
there is a common source behind all occult phenomena, including UFOs, that seems to be intelligently and
deliberately orchestrating a clever deception for its own purposes; and (2) hypnosis, or the power of
suggestion, is at the very heart of this scheme"

The connection between hypnosis and Eastern mysticism is clear. At varying depths of the hypnotic trance, patients
describe experiences that are identical to the cosmic consciousness and self-realization induced by yogic trance. They
experience first of all a deep peace, then detachment from the body, then release from identity with one's own small
self to merge with the universe, and the feeling that they are everything and have no limitation upon what they can
experience or become: i.e., God-consciousness "in which time, space, and ego are supposedly transcended, leaving
pure awareness of the primal nothingness from which all manifested creation comes."
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-  Hypnosis began as part of the occult and false religion. The Bible speaks out strongly against all practices of false
religion and the occult. God desires His people to turn to Him in need, not to those who practice sorcery, divination, or
enchantment. He warns His people about following after mediums, wizards, enchanters, charmers, and those who have
a familiar spirit (Deut. 18:9-14). Hypnosis, as it is practiced today, may very well be the same as what is identified as
"enchantment" in the Bible (Lev. 19:26 KJV).

In hypnotism, faith is shifted from God and His Word to the hypnotist and his technique. God speaks to people
through the conscious, rational mind. He commands individuals as creatures who make conscious, volitional choices.
He sent His Holy Spirit to indwell Christians to enable them to trust and obey Him through love and conscious choice.
Hypnosis, on the other hand, operates on the basis of imagination, illusion, hallucination, and deception. Jesus warned
His followers about deception. After a person has opened his mind to deception through hypnosis, he may become
even more vulnerable to other forms of spiritual deception.

Hypnosis can generate Satan's counterfeits of true religious exercise. If hypnosis generates any form of faith and
worship not directed toward the God of the Bible, any person who subjects himself to hypnotism may be playing the
harlot in the spiritual realm. (See Lev. 19:26,31; 20:6,27; Deut. 18:9-14; 2 Ki 21:6; 2 Chron. 33:6; Isa. 47:9-13; Jer.
27:9.)

-  Hypnotism is demonic at its worst and potentially dangerous at its best. At its worst, it opens an individual to
psychic experiences and satanic possession. When mediums go into hypnotic trances and contact the "dead," when
clairvoyants reveal information which they could not possibly know, when fortunetellers through self-hypnosis reveal
the future, Satan is most certainly at work.

Are people in the church being enticed to enter the twilight zone of the occult because hypnosis is now called
"science" and "medicine"? Let those who call the occult "science" tell us what the difference is between medical and
occultic hypnosis. And let those Christians who call it "scientific" explain why they also recommend that it be
performed only by a Christian. If hypnosis is science indeed, why the added requirement of Christianity for the
practitioner? There is a scarcity of adequate long-term studies of those who have been hypnotized. And there have
been none which have examined the effect on the individual's resulting faith or interest in the occult.

Before hypnotism becomes the new panacea from the pulpit, followed by a plethora of books on the subject, its claims,
methods, and long-term results should be considered. Arthur Shapiro has said, "One man's religion is another man's
superstition and one man's magic is another man's science." Hypnosis has become "scientific" and "medical" for some
Christians with little proof of its validity, longevity of its results, or understanding of its nature. Because hypnosis has
always been an integral part of the occult, because it is not a science, because of its known harmful effects, and
because of its potential for spiritual deception, the wise Christian will completely avoid it, even for "medical"
purposes. It is obvious that hypnosis is lethal if used for evil purposes. However, we contend that hypnosis is
potentially lethal for whatever purpose it is used. The moment one surrenders himself to the doorway of the occult,
even in the halls of "science" and "medicine," he is vulnerable to the powers of darkness.

* Unless otherwise indicated, the bulk of this report was originally adapted from Hypnosis and the Christian, Martin &
Deidre Bobgan, Bethany House Publishers, 1984, 61 pages. The book was revised and reissued in 2001 as Hypnosis:
Medical, Scientific, or Occultic?, and some of this report was also drawn from this source.
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Why A Discernment Notebook?
The Bible teaches that we are to test all teachings (I John 4:1,6), expose those teachings that are false (Eph. 5:11),
confront and rebuke the false teachers (Titus 1:9,13), and then separate from those who persist in false teaching (Rom.
16:17; Titus 3:10), lest in the end, we are disqualified for service (2 Tim. 2:20,21), or worse yet, we are identified with
the false teachings and the false teachers themselves (2 John 10,11).

Wolves in disguise have entered the flock and are deceiving many. For this reason, it is important for us to closely
examine their teachings. And since it is impossible to separate the teachings from the teacher, we make no effort to
sidestep certain personalities or soften positions taken by these individuals. Nevertheless, this examination is not done
for the purpose of tearing down or simply to be negative, but only to help those who wish to be Biblical. 

Conservative fundamentalist thinking has always been accused of negativism and of delving into personalities in its
polemic against unbelief; but now fundamentalists are being encouraged to not even touch on the negative aspects of
doctrine. Yet the Bible has no such hands-off policy. The Bible uses terms such as "false prophets" (Mt. 7:15; 24:24);
"heresies" (2 Pet. 2:1); "heretic" (Tit. 3:10); "false teacher" (2 Pet. 2:1); "false apostles, deceitful workers" (2 Co.
11:13); "doctrines of devils" (1 Tim. 4:1); "tradition of men" (Col. 2:8); "evil workers" (Ph. 3:2); "another gospel" (2
Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6), "antichrists" (1 Jn. 3:18); "evil men and seducers" (2 Tim. 3:13); "deceivers" (2 Tim. 3:13);
"every wind of doctrine" (Eph. 4:14); "them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned" (Rom. 16:17). 

The exercise of discernment is vitally necessary today. The difficulty is that many teachers on the contemporary scene
seem to affirm a Biblically sound doctrinal statement (i.e., the inspiration, infallibility, and inerrancy of Scripture; the
Trinity; the full deity and humanity of Christ; etc.); seem to affirm the gospel and speak often about evangelism and
bringing the lost to Christ; and often their teaching is replete with Scripture references and is sometimes couched in
very scholarly terms, giving the appearance of a well thought through Biblical position. More in depth analysis,
however, often reveals that, in practice, they depart from their orthodox position. What they say they believe and what
they actually teach are often miles apart.

Opposition and heresy from without and within have made defense of the faith always an imperative. But now we
seem to live in a day when believers are enamored by personalities, thereby consistently ignoring Rom. 16:17, which
teaches that believers are to 'NOTE them, MARK them, and AVOID them' -- those who bring contrary doctrine.
WHY? Because these false teachers serve only themselves, not Christ, and deceive the naive with smooth talk (Rom.
16:18). The Bible never tells us to fellowship with "them," all the while ignoring their destructive heresies -- that
would be compromise. Instead, the Bible teaches that sound doctrine cannot be perpetuated through compromise (1
Cor. 15:33), and that compromise cannot be avoided without separation (2 John 10,11).

The teachings of these men are like the proverbial bad penny -- they keep showing up. The problem is that they are not
always recognizable by those in positions to correct or avoid them. Sometimes an outsider must don the role of realist
in order to startle the insider into reality. Therefore, the information detailed in these Notebook reports is written with a
spirit of concern, and ought not to be misinterpreted as mere rock-hurling. The intention is to inform and alert
believers to the false gospels being passed-off as orthodoxy; this is clearly within our Biblical authority and command.
It is done without any personal animosity or hatred toward those involved.

But some would ask, "What about Christ's command to 'love one another' and 'the mark of a disciple being love'? And
doesn't the Bible say that love is the highest of the spiritual virtues, even above faith and hope?" (1 Cor. 13:13). Yes,
but love certainly cannot be higher than truth! In fact, doctrine and truth are necessary prerequisites for Biblical
faith, hope, and love. Without sound doctrine there can be no faith, hope, or love. (Love rejoices in the truth [1 Cor.
13:6], because without truth, love cannot even exist [1 Pe. 1:22].) Moreover, the Bible teaches that love is the result
(i.e., the fruit) of sound doctrine, not vice versa (1 Tim. 1:3-5; 1 Pe. 1:22). Our priority must always be on truth.
Therefore, "love as the mark of a true disciple" cannot be determined by the gauge of our agreement with one another.
Instead, it must always be remembered that love is a Biblical doctrine in and of itself -- LOVE in the TRUTH (see 2
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& 3 John and Eph. 4:15).

Yet many would still contend that the top priority of the Church is the conversion of the lost, and thereby, as long as
one preaches the bare minimum of the true gospel, we should uphold that one and not criticize him for other areas in
which he may hold and teach false doctrine. Not only would this position be one of compromise and accommodation,
and thereby in contradiction with the clear teaching of Scripture, it also blurs the clear two-fold function of the Church
-- the Church's function is not only the propagation of the faith, but its preservation also. Obviously, if the faith is not
preserved, it cannot be passed-on to others. Thereby, whenever anyone in the professing Church elevates the
propagation of the message to the neglect of the preservation of it, then they are defeating the very purpose of their
existence, and must be challenged. We would agree with the comments in the foreword to PsychoHeresy:

"... many church leaders, though well intentioned, are feeding ... deadly poison to the Body of Christ. ...
[Religious] leaders should be held accountable for what they say in books, magazines and pulpit or on
radio and television. Certainly no one can object if what he has stated publicly is quoted or questioned
publicly. If any church leader is granted immunity from challenge or correction, then [the spirit of] the
Reformation was in vain and we are back under the unscriptural authoritarianism of a Protestant popery. ...

"If [a particular teaching is] valid and Biblical, then its proponents have nothing to fear from a factual and
Scriptural analysis of its tenets; and if its precepts are in fact false and dangerous, then lovers of God and
truth will be grateful when error is exposed."

Again, we want to emphasize that our purpose is not to indiscriminately criticize, but to expose doctrinal error while
holding forth the Word of Truth. This will inevitably be unpopular with the mass of professing Christians as they and
their ministries compromise the truth to gain acceptance. But then, we are to be looking for the approval of God, not
men. To do otherwise would be to befriend the enemy and cause harm to the body of Christ.

It is, therefore, our desire to not only be 100% factually accurate in all the information provided in the reports in this
Notebook (quotes, context, etc.), but also to be fair in our interpretation and analysis of the facts. We, thereby,
welcome all comments and criticism along these lines.

May we all continue to be "good servants of Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 4:1,2,6), upholding the Church as the "pillar and
support of the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15).

* Much of the content of this paper is paraphrased from two primary sources -- Neoevangelicalism Today, by Robert
Lightner; and Biblical Perspectives, "The Myths Of The Third Wave," by Robert Dean.

"A fundamentalist is one who adheres with strong conviction to the fundamentals ... of the Christian faith, and who
insists on separation from worldliness, apostasy, and disobedient brethren . ... it is a necessary prerequisite for being
called a fundamentalist -- separation must be seen as a defining element of fundamentalism" (Ken Pulliam). Biblical
Fundamentalism is the movement of men and ministries who, recognizing God's Word as completely authoritative in
every area of which it speaks, are dedicated to theological orthodoxy and an attitude of disdain for unbelief as well as
theological, ecclesial, or ministerial compromise. Such an attitude manifests itself by militant defense of the faith once
delivered (as recorded in its completeness in God's Word, the Bible) and subsequent separation from those who
entertain unbelief or compromise. Biblical fundamentalism is always marked by 1) ecclesial separation from
unbelievers or those who seek common ministerial cause with unbelievers or even professing brethren who propagate
false doctrine and, 2) defense of absolute truth as revealed in God's Word. [Return to Text]
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Is Controversy Christian?
Many earnest Christians are very much opposed to religious controversy. To them, disagreement, debate, and division
over religious issues is quite deplorable and, in their judgment, contrary to the spirit of Christ and detrimental to His
cause. Hence, these people tend to avoid discussions, meetings, literature, or issues which would bring into focus
matters likely to cause controversy. A plea is made for a spirit of tolerance. But one man has put his finger on the error
often present here when he writes:

"There are many pleas made these days for 'tolerance.' But often 'tolerance' is not the right word for that
which is demanded. What is meant is 'compromise.' Tolerance and compromise are not the same thing.
This is tolerance -- to grant to another the same rights which I claim for myself. This is compromise -- to
sacrifice heart-felt conviction in order that someone else may be pleased or in order to avoid a breach of
peace" (Copied).

To compromise with wrong in the name of tolerance is to dishonor God and His Word.

An extensive study could be made of the controversies of Jesus. Practically every day of His life on earth found Him
either opposed by or opposing error and sin. He had many conflicts with the scribes and Pharisees (cf. Matt. 23 and
12:24ff.). On some occasions, He opposed His own disciples (Matt. 16:21ff.). He taught that His followers would have
trouble, opposition, and controversy (Matt. 10:35ff.).

"Many religious persons have a dread of controversy, and wish truth to be stated without any reference to
those who hold the opposite errors. Controversy and a bad spirit are, in their estimation, synonymous
terms, and to strenuously oppose what is wrong is considered as contrary to Christian meekness. Those
who hold this opinion seem to overlook what every page of the New Testament lays before us. In all the
history of our Lord Jesus Christ, we never find Him out of controversy." (From the writings of Robert
Haldane).

Whole Bible books are given over to polemics. The epistle of Jude is an outstanding example. The entire book is a
rebuke to false teachers, a warning to believers, and a battle-cry against error. No doubt many Christians would feel
that Jude ought to have been more "positive." But God the Holy Spirit thought otherwise.

A prominent feature throughout the pages of the New Testament is controversy over doctrine. Yet, sincere professing
Christians sometimes say that they do not feel there should be any controversy over doctrine -- we ought to just
"preach the gospel" and not "argue" among ourselves. While all spiritual Christians would agree that purely carnal
argument (argument that springs from and promotes the desires of the flesh) should be avoided, at the same time, the
New Testament is clear that churches will be engaged in doctrinal conflict until Jesus comes back for His saints.

The truth of God is constantly subject to attack, misrepresentation, and dilution. Acts 15:2 declares that Paul and
Barnabas "had no small dissension and disputation" with the Judaists, the propagators of a false gospel. Suppose no
one had engaged in controversy at this point? Suppose Paul and Barnabas had shunned "dissension" and "disputation"
on the grounds that it was not a spiritual approach to the problem? The Galatian heresy would have spread throughout
the churches and choked out its very life.

Note also that it is a doctrinal battle about which Paul speaks when he exhorts believers to "fight the good fight of
[the] faith" (1 Tim. 6:12) and when he triumphantly declares that he has, through the years of his tumultuous ministry,
"kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:7). Those who go astray doctrinally are to be rebuked "sharply, that they may be sound in
the faith" (Titus 1:13).

Again it was Paul -- the same Paul who wrote the great chapter on love -- who, when his fellow preacher, Peter, failed
to stand true to Biblical principles, "withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed" (Gal. 2:11). An
unpleasant controversy indeed, and between two Christians and two preachers! But suppose Paul had refused to enter
into controversy with his friend Peter. Numbers had already followed Peter in his error and compromise (Gal. 2:13).
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With such an influential leader piloting the boat in the wrong direction, early Christianity might have been wrecked
upon the rocks of legalism.

Some well-meaning pastors, desiring to maintain peace and harmony in their churches, flee any controversial issue,
fearing that it will split their church and they will lose their pulpit. Granted that divine wisdom must be exercised in
the handling of controversial issues, they must, nevertheless, be handled. Controversy in local churches is sometimes
very healthy if righteousness and New Testament principles are being defended.

Let us not forget the blessings of controversy to the Church of Jesus Christ. Thank God for men in every age who,
with steadfast purpose, battled against error and those who held it. J. C. Ryle, in remarking on the danger of Christians
who were unwilling to fight, said:

"The only positive thing about them is that they dislike distinctiveness and think extreme and decided and
positive views are very naughty and very wrong. These people live in a kind of mist or fog. They see
nothing clearly, and do not know of what they believe. ... They are eaten up with a morbid dread of
controversy and an ignorant dislike of party spirit; and yet they really cannot define what they mean by
these phrases."

In these days when there is an abundance of pietistic objection that controversies and controversialists are hindering
the work of God in evangelism, let us hear the scholar, J. Gresham Machen:

"Again, men say that instead of engaging in controversy in the Church, we ought to pray to God for a
revival; instead of polemics, we ought to have evangelism. Well, what kind of evangelism is it that is
indifferent to the question what evangel it is that is to be preached? ... not the evangelism that Paul meant
when he said, 'Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel.' No, my friends, there can be no true evangelism
which makes common cause with the enemies of the cause of Christ ... Every true [moving of the Holy
Spirit] is born in controversy, and leads to more controversy."

It can without doubt be said that every great Christian truth is controversial. God is the controversial Figure in the
universe. His people are controversial as well. The truth stings, burns, and angers the hearts of men. May we be
faithful to the cause of truth!

[The above report was adapted from an article of the same title by Dr. Ernest Pickering, formerly president of Central
Baptist Seminary and Deputation Secretary for the Baptist World Mission. All Christians need to read Dr. Pickering's
book Biblical Separation: The Struggle for a Pure Church.]
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False Doctrine & Matthew 18*
"Private" vs. "Public" Correction

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear
[thee, then] take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto the
church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and
a publican (Matt. 18:15-17). (KJV)

Some suggest that on the basis of Matthew 18:15-17, that all criticism of a person's teachings should be done on a one
to one basis. However, Matthew 18 primarily applies to personal offenses and not to doctrinal problems. In all cases
of our work, there is no personal offense because no one has personally offended us. In fact, we usually do not even
know these people personally.

The danger and correction of false doctrine are not the subject of Matthew 18, and, therefore, do not necessarily come
under the specific instructions Christ gives in that passage regarding private confrontation. Moreover, it is impossible
for erroneous teaching that is presented publicly ever to be considered solely a private trespass of one person against
another, which might be dealt with privately between the two. The dissemination of false doctrine is never a private
matter and is always to be dealt with publicly . In fact, much of the New Testament was written to publicly correct
false teaching. (Even though not required by Scripture that the originator of error be individually counselled, this is not
to say that it might be feasible and convenient to do so. However, if such a person does not make speedy and extensive
efforts to retract his error, then the people of God are entitled to be warned and protected by those who are in a
position to do so.)

Jay Adams in his book Handbook of Church Discipline sheds some light on the subject of private versus public
correction of error:

"Some think that if one Christian differs with the writings or public statements of another [professing]
Christian on a point of doctrine, without rancor or any problem between them as persons, he is wrong for
stating the differences publicly before going privately to the 'brother' with whom he disagrees. That is a
misconception. First of all, there is no unreconciled condition between them; they simply differ. Secondly,
therefore, there is no matter of church discipline involved. Thirdly, even if this were a matter of discipline,
the first party wrote or spoke publicly--he put it before the church or the world; he did not speak privately.
For that reason it is as appropriate for the second brother to write or speak as publicly as the first did in
refuting what he thinks is a wrong interpretation of the Scriptures and which, therefore, he believes may
hurt the church if he doesn't" (pp. 34-35). (Emphasis added.)

Even the beloved Apostle John named Diotrephes in 3 John, and promised that when he came to that church he would
publicly correct the offender in person. Paul withstood Peter to his face publicly for his false interpretation of the law
that caused him not to associate with Gentile believers (Gal. 2:11-14). In a day of mass media, particularly when
access is denied by so-called "Christian" television and radio to those adhering to Biblical teaching, the only method of
public correction of false teaching is to write books and newsletters and to speak publicly in order to call attention to
errors that affect the whole Body.

In keeping with many other Scriptures that could be cited, 1 Cor. 14:29 (KJV) clearly states: "Let the prophets speak
two or three, and let the other judge." Clearly the issue is not whether an individual listener is offended by what one of
the preachers has said, even if you could stretch that to be a "sin" against his brother. It would be entirely inappropriate
for a listener to take aside the prophet he felt had spoken falsely and have a private discussion with him, and only if he
refused to hear, then tell it to the Church. 
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The issue is the doctrinal purity of the Body which must be guarded at all cost. And what has been publicly stated
must be discussed publicly. It may well be that the prophet spoke truly and the offended listener is wrong. So when he
speaks out against what the prophet has said, he himself will be corrected by others. It is this kind of open discussion
among believers that the Bible teaches, and that is the only protection against error being introduced and allowed to
corrupt the Church. Never is it suggested that no one must disagree with what is being taught because to do so would
cause "division." (In fact, the Bible tells us that it is by division that we are able to judge who has God's approval [1
Cor. 11:18,19]!) On the contrary, we are told that we must correct error in teaching and do so publicly so that the
"others may also fear" (1 Tim. 5:19,20). Moreover, we are to correct and rebuke without partiality (1 Tim. 5:21).

Furthermore, what teachers say in books and on television, etc. is part of a public domain, subject to review, analysis,
and critique of any kind. Anyone who makes public declarations intended to influence large audiences through books,
radio, television, etc., ought to know that he is responsible for what he says, and will be held accountable. No one need
ask anyone for permission to critique anything that has been espoused in a public forum. The foreword to
PsychoHeresy elaborates on this thought:

"... many church leaders, though well intentioned, are feeding ... deadly poison to the Body of Christ ....
[religious] leaders should be held accountable for what they say in books, magazines and pulpit or on
radio and television. Certainly no one can object if what he has stated publicly is quoted or questioned
publicly. If any church leader is granted immunity from challenge or correction, then the [spirit of the]
Reformation was in vain and we are back under the unscriptural authoritarianism of a Protestant popery. ...
If [a particular teaching is] valid and Biblical, then its proponents have nothing to fear from a factual and
Scriptural analysis of its tenets; and if its precepts are in fact false and dangerous, then lovers of God and
truth will be grateful when error is exposed."

It is also a rather weak excuse to say that some writer or leader really didn't mean what he said. Then he should have
said what he meant. Even if one of these people has changed his beliefs, we must still deal with what has been
published for the sake of those who have been affected by it. Unfortunately, there are thousands, and in the case of
some, millions who have read and/or heard and taken it at face value, as any responsible person would. Words have
meaning, and it is assumed that the normal meaning applies. So if a person has truly changed his beliefs, then he
ought to publish just as widely in tape and book form a renunciation of any false or misleading teaching he has
given in the past.

We as Christians are to love one another genuinely and to seek unity. However, it should be remembered that it is the
"unity of the faith" that we are to maintain; and it is the truth that we are to speak in love. If members of the
professing Body have erred, then if we love them, we will correct them. ["Open rebuke (is) better than secret love"
(Prov. 27:5).] If this brings division, then so be it.

What the Bible does speak out against, however, is division caused by elevating personalities (1 Cor. 1); infighting not
having to do with critical doctrine, but motivated by selfish desires--having one's own way (3 John; Gal. 5:13-15); and
division caused by heresy (Gal. 1; 2 Pe. 2). The most loving thing we can do for the Body of Christ is to warn believers
of those who propagate false teachings, and the most loving thing to do for the perpetrators of error is to continue to
speak forth publicly in hopes that they will repent.

* Adapted and/or excerpted from an article in The Berean Call; and an article by Martin & Deidre Bobgan from the
January-February 1994 issue of the PsychoHeresy Awareness Letter [used by permission of PsychoHeresy Awareness
Ministries, 4137 Primavera Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93110].
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"All Truth Is God's Truth"?*
So Says "Christian" Psychology

Psychology pretends to be the study of the soul; in fact, it has become known as the cure of souls. But is not the "cure
of souls" the domain of the Bible? God is the only One who can take care of man's spiritual problems, and in fact, He
has done so. The Bible claims that God has given to the believer "all things that pertain unto life and godliness" (2 Pe.
2:3). We don't need help from Freud, et al..

"Christian" psychology says that we do need such help, that the Bible doesn't have all the answers we need, that prayer,
repentance, being filled with the Holy Spirit, and other Biblical remedies are not enough because there are
psychological problems that require something more. Does it not seem a bit odd that God has apparently inspired the
likes of Freud, Jung, Maslow, Rogers, et al., with the "truths" unknown to the apostles and prophets and all of the
leaders in the entire history of the Church? No, we are told reassuringly, this is not to be considered strange at all.
What we need to understand is that "All truth is God's truth." This suspicious phrase is trotted out whenever
questions are raised, and is generally accepted without further thought.

But the question of what is meant by truth is seldom asked. Are we talking about scientific facts involving the brain
and body, or about God's truth involving the soul and spirit? Jesus said, "Thy Word is truth" (John 17:17), not part of
the truth. Jesus said, "The world cannot accept Him [the Spirit of truth], because it neither sees Him nor knows Him ...
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth" (John 14:17; 16:13). Therefore, it is the Spirit
of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, that leads us into ALL truth. How, then, can a Freud, Rogers, Maslow, Jung,
et al., have any truth for believers? -- Are they not of the world whom Jesus says cannot even receive truth, let alone
lead us into it? They cannot know anything about truth!

Jesus also said, "If you continue in My Word, then you are My disciples [not if you continue in Freud's word], and you
will know the truth and the truth will set you free" (John 8:31,32). What extrabiblical "truth" ever set anyone free?
One may get some facts of nature from extrabiblical sources, but NOT the truth that sets you free. {E=MC2} is a
scientific "truth," most certainly, but it sets no one free. Likewise, does God's truth include Freudian pronouncements
of obsessive neurosis or Jung's structure of archetypes? Or is God's truth Roger's ideas on human love or the
behaviorism of B.F. Skinner? Or is God's truth "I'm OK; You're OK"?

Paul wrote, "... the things of God knoweth no man but by the Spirit of God." It is clear in the context that he is not
talking about scientific discoveries made by atheists through an insight into nature or the witness of moral conscience
that God gives to all men. Paul is referring not to natural, but to spiritual truths, which he specifically states are
revealed by God only to true believers. The Bible clearly claims to be written to those who belong to the Lord, and the
truth it communicates is called "the things of the Spirit of God." We are told in unequivocal terms that "the natural
[unsaved] man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 2:14).

How, then, can "God's truth" be communicated to humanists who have rejected even the witness of creation and
conscience? Are such persons really God's chosen vessels to reveal heretofore undiscovered spiritual truths to the body
of Christ? Unless born again of the Spirit of God through faith in Christ, no man can even begin to understand the
"things of God," precisely because they have to be "spiritually discerned."

God's truth, says Paul, is only understood by the "spiritual man" who has been born of God's Spirit into the family of
God. It is only such men, Paul declares, who have "the mind of Christ" (1 Corinthians 2:16). To the unsaved, Jesus
said, "He that is of God heareth God's word; ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God" (John 8:47). Yet
we are asked to believe that a part of God's truth heretofore unknown to those who are of God, and who, therefore,
have the mind of Christ, has lately been discovered by those who are not of God, and that this new insight ought to be
incorporated by the Church into its understanding of the Word of God! Before we accept such an unbiblical and
illogical thesis, we need better justification than the plea: "All truth is God's truth."
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Since there is not one standardized "Christian" psychology, each so-called "Christian" psychologist decides for himself
which of the many psychological opinions and methods constitute his ideas of "God's truth." In so doing, the
subjective observations and biased opinions of mere mortals are placed on the same level as the inspired Word of God.
Perhaps they think that what has been observed in nature by the limited minds of men equals God's truth. But the Bible
contains the only pure truth of God. All else is distorted by the limitations of human perception. Whatever else one can
discover about God's creation is only partial knowledge and partial understanding. It cannot be equal to God's truth.
(See piece below on "General Revelation and the 'Discovery' of 'Truth'.")

Psychology pretends to deal with the soul and spirit (it actually claims to be a science of mind), a subject upon which
God has spoken with finality and about which He claims to have communicated in His Word -- the whole truth. There
are no parts of this truth missing from the Bible and left in limbo to be discovered by godless theorists floating about
in the secular world. To suggest that there are, is to contradict the clear testimony of Scripture and the consistent
teaching of the Church since the beginning until Psychology's very recent introduction into secular society and from
there into Christianity -- a Church that got along very well without psychology, that withstood the Roman arena and
the Inquisition, and left the stamp of victorious Christian living and the blood of her martyrs upon the pages of history.

As soon as the door was opened for the "truths" of psychology to shed further light upon Scripture, a subtle process
began. If "All truth is God's truth," and psychology is part of that truth, then it has to be given at least equal authority
with the Bible. Of course, "Christian" psychologists deny that they do this. In all sincerity, they assure us that no
psychological theory will be accepted that contradicts the Bible; but in actual practice, "psychological truth" is imposed
upon the Bible and becomes the new grid through which the Bible is to be interpreted.

Imperceptibly, but inevitably, psychological theory by this process gains authority over the Bible and the Church, and
anyone not trained in the new "truths" of psychology is deemed unqualified to question the new interpretations.
"Christian" universities and seminaries develop large and growing psychology departments in order to keep up with
"current trends." No church staff of any size is any longer complete without at least one psychologist. Pastors begin to
believe that they are not competent to counsel from the Bible without going back to seminary for an advanced degree
in psychology. They are competent to preach or to teach the Word of God if they have a degree in theology, but
incompetent to counsel from the Word of God without a degree in psychology. This new state of affairs is accepted
almost without question; and those of us who do question it as unbiblical are accused of causing division or of
speaking from ignorance, because we presumably don't know enough about psychology.

So-called "Christian" psychology could almost be described as a cult inside our churches. It has its own vocabulary, an
endless new category of problems tagged with labels not found in the Bible and unknown to the Church in its entire
history. These strange new phrases now roll glibly off the tongues of pastors who are trying to be "relevant" and to
"communicate" in modern terms. In short, this cult has its own gospel, its own religious rituals administered by its own
class of priests -- the "Christian" psychologists, who have gained authority over those who only counsel from the
Word of God, but have been judged unqualified to do so because they have not yet been initiated into psychology's
inner academic circle. Nor can anyone appeal to the Scriptures as a means of correcting this new priestly class, because
they alone hold the keys to a vital part of "God's truth," which allows for a new interpretation of the Bible and a new
Christianity. It is a masterstroke of genius from the great mastermind of deception himself. And it is all being carried
on in the name of the Lord and for the supposed good of His Church.

The Christian life is not a grit-your-teeth and hold-your-breath roller-coaster ride. It is Christ living His resurrection
life in those who have trusted in Him. To suggest that psychotherapeutic techniques lately discovered by Freud, et al.,
are now necessary in order for today's Christian to experience the abundant life in Christ is destructive of the very faith
that the proponents of this teaching say they are trying to enhance. Such is the inevitable result of interpreting the
Bible on the basis of the predetermined outside opinions of men. We desperately need a return to Biblical Christianity
(Jer. 17:9,10; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; 2 Pe. 1:3).

General Revelation and the "Discovery" of "Truth"
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General revelation is an important theological concept. Conservative theologians have used the term general revelation
to identify a very narrow category of truth that God has made powerfully evident (thus the word revelation) to every
rational human being (thus the word general), according to the way He fashioned the moral and physical universe.
Romans 1 and 2, the most important New Testament discussion of general revelation, states unequivocally that the
revelation God has set before all men, through the infinitely mysterious, complicated physical universe and through the
moral consciousness of all human beings, renders all humans without excuse when they reject that truth.

Lately, however, the important theological category of general revelation has been broadened to include all truth-
claims made as a result of human efforts to understand the many aspects of the created order. Those who have
broadened the category argue that the Scriptures are indeed the "special" revelation which God has left to us and that,
because God is the Author of the entire created order, whenever men discover "truth" in that order, we can refer to that
humanly discovered "truth" as "general revelation."

Doug Bookman, in a paper titled "In Defense of Biblical Counseling," identifies the very dangerous ramifications of
the argument that replaces the Biblical doctrine of general revelation:

First ... by defining general revelation as that body of truth which is gained by human investigation and
discovery, the argument is guilty of neglecting the element of non-discoverability which is intrinsic to the
biblical notion of revelation and supplanting that notion with its exact antithesis. Further, the approach is
dangerous in that it attributes to the truth-claims of men an authority which they do not and cannot
possess, and renders it virtually impossible to bring those truth-claims under the authority of the one
standard by which God demands that they be measured.

Second, the argument ... is confused in its definition of the term "general." By mistakenly taking that term
to refer to the content of the category (rather than to the audience to which the revelation thus
denominated is available), the apologists who employ this argument commit two fallacies which are
destructive of orthodox theology: first, they expand the category to include all manner of truth-claims
which have no right to be thus honored; and second, they eviscerate the character of revelation by
including in the category truth-claims which are admittedly lesser than the truths of Scripture, which
demand that finite and fallen men measure them to determine their validity, and which at best can possibly
issue in a higher level of insight into the demands of living (italics in original).

Bookman concludes that:

... as described in Scripture, general revelation is truth which is manifestly set forth before all men (Rom.
1:17-19; 2:14,15); it is truth so clear and irrefutable as to be known intuitively by all rational men (Ps.
19:1-6; Rom. 1: 19); it is truth so authoritative and manifest that when men, by reason of willful rebellion,
reject that truth, they do so at the cost of their own eternal damnation (Rom. 1:20; 2:1,15). For this
seamless, flawless and majestic tapestry of God-given truth is substituted a patchwork of "lesser" truths,
of truth which "is obtainable at least in part," truths which "are not delineated for us by God" but are
"discovered by fallible humans." ... Surely such a concept of general revelation represents a ravaging of
the biblical concept.

General revelation includes the proposition that "fallen man retains the ability and propensity to deduce truth from the
created world and thus to arrive at conclusions which are as authoritative as the Scriptures themselves." The "All truth
is God's truth"-ers defend such a proposition, not by any exegetical consideration of relevant Biblical passages, but
rather by pointing out that the sage in the book of Proverbs explicitly says he learned some things by observing the
natural order and that those things are recorded in Scripture, concluding that if it could be done by the Biblical sage, it
can be done by any human being. However, such a parallel is illegitimate. The conclusions drawn from the supposed
parallel are wrong and dangerous.

More central to the issue is that the argument involves a denial of the Biblical insistence that divine truth is foolishness
to the natural man (1 Cor. 2:14); that apart from regeneration, man’s understanding is darkened and alienated from the
life of God (Eph. 4:17); that all men are enemies in their minds until God transforms them through the work of
salvation (Col. 1:13); and that from the sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in fallen man (Isa.
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1:5). Further, even regenerated man is crippled by the continuing corruption of sin, as well as by the reality of his own
finiteness (Isa. 55:8,9; 1 Cor. 2:16).

Thus, for any man, saved or lost, to suppose that his thoughts ought to be regarded as certain and/or as authoritative as
those of God—let alone the notion that all human truth-claims deserve such respect, simply because the sage of the
Old Testament sometimes related his articulation of truth to observations he had made in the natural order—is to deny
what the Bible says so often and so clearly about the real fallenness and finiteness of man and about the infinite
wisdom and matchless authority of God.

The question is whether the Bible is fully God-breathed or includes information discovered by the human intellect. The
"All truth is God's truth"-ers are convinced that the knowledge possessed by the sage in Proverbs and recorded by him
in Scripture was discovered by the sage alone, with no dependence upon God, yet this perceived parallel between the
ministry of the Old Testament sage and the work of the modern "social scientist" simply does not exist.

The issue here relates very directly to the character of inspired Scripture. Wisdom literature, such as that which is
represented by the sage in the book of Proverbs, is one of many precious and profitable genres of Biblical literature.
But the recorded message of the sage, no less than that of the prophet, the Gospelist, or the writer of a New Testament
epistle, is authoritative and dependable simply and only because it was breathed out by God (2 Tim. 3:16). The
prophets received their messages by means of dreams (Num. 12:6); that doesn’t suggest that the dreams of men today
are just as authoritative as those of the prophets. The sage normally received his message by means of observation; it is
erroneous to conclude that, therefore, the observations of any man are as authoritative and/or dependable as those
observations of the sage which are recorded in the pages of sacred Scripture. 

Note carefully that the debate here is not whether any of the observations made by human beings might be true. Rather,
the debate is whether the observations of men today ought to be regarded as possessing the absolute certainty and/or
normative authority which the Bible possesses in all of its parts. The words of the sage are not certain and authoritative
because they were discovered by observation, any more than the words of Jude are certain and authoritative because
he cites them from the apocryphal book of Enoch (Jude 14). The words of all Biblical writers are authoritative because
the recording of them was done under the careful supervision of the Holy Spirit, which is known as "inspiration." To
regard the words of men as possessing the same sublime dignity and ultimate authority that the words of the Bible
possess is remarkably dangerous.

In summary, the "All truth is God's truth"-er understanding of general revelation is all-encompassing but erroneous. In
one fell swoop they even reduce sections of Scripture to less than God-breathed in their attempt to show that God’s
revelation refers to that which can be discovered through observation and natural reason. The word revelation refers to
an unveiling, a revealing of something that could not be otherwise discovered or known. What mankind gleans through
observation, reason, and logic is not revelation, but discovery. These discoveries can be very helpful to mankind, such
as the discovery of electricity. The kind of psychology the "All truth is God's truth"-ers defend may include some
discovery about the superficial aspects of man through observation, reason, and logic, but these kinds of theories
include highly subjective, speculative imaginations about the depths of man, and that (the depths of man) is the sole
province of Scripture.  [Return to Text]

* Adapted and/or excerpted from Beyond Seduction; pp. 137-145;  PsychoHeresy, pp. 32-35; and from an article by
the same name ["General Revelation and the 'Discovery' of 'Truth'"] in the March-April 2001 issue of PsychoHeresy
Awareness Letter (the latter two by permission of PsychoHeresy Awareness Ministries, 4137 Primavera Road, Santa
Barbara, CA 93110).
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Unconditional Love and Acceptance?*

Eph. 1:6 -- To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein 
He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.

Among the stellar emotional needs of humanistic psychology are unconditional acceptance, unconditional self-regard,
unconditional self-acceptance, and unconditional love. The usual meaning of the word unconditional is "without
conditions or reservations; absolute." The practical extension of the theories of unconditional love is a permissive
attitude and a morally nonrestrictive atmosphere. That means no conditions or restrictions in child rearing, counseling,
and other human relationships. It must be an absolute love, unrestricted by human feelings or failings, since the very
meaning of the word is "absolute."

But, if there is any absolute when it comes to love, it is that human love is limited. It is not what it was originally
created to be, even in the best of people and circumstances, except when Jesus Himself is loving in and through a
person.

Humanistic psychologists Alfred Adler and Abraham Maslow considered these "unconditionals" to be basic human
needs, essential to a person's sense of well-being. They taught that people need to be loved and accepted
unconditionally -- without any conditions of performance. Thus, their followers also teach and encourage all people to
love and accept themselves unconditionally.

Men such as Adler, Maslow, and Rogers believed that a human being would find answers to his own dilemmas and
naturally blossom into his best self in an atmosphere of unconditional love and acceptance (by which they meant a
permissive, unstructured atmosphere). Nevertheless, as much as they would like to think that they themselves loved
their clients unconditionally, the truth of the matter is this: people are NOT able to love unconditionally.

The Myth of Unconditional Love

Unconditional love is a myth. That is because humans are naturally self-biased and the human heart is so deceitful that
one can fool himself into thinking that he is loving unconditionally, when in fact he has all kinds of conditions. For
instance, what kind of "unconditional" love is at work when the psychiatrist's client can no longer pay for services and
therapy is discontinued?

Unconditional love cannot be based upon performance or it wouldn't be unconditional. Therefore, it must be based on
the intrinsic worth of the person. Paul Brownback, in his book The Danger of Self-Love, explains it this way:

"... by unconditional love we are speaking of love on the basis of being rather than doing. One implication
of this teaching is the place of grandeur that it gives to the human being. I am lovable just because I am
human; therefore being human, in and of itself, regardless of what I do with my humanness, must have
some sort of independent value or worth. It is by itself a sufficient claim to respect and esteem" (p. 66).

Thus, according to the self theories, everyone is born with the right to receive unconditional love and unconditional
acceptance throughout his entire life, no matter what!

James Dobson, one of the chief proponents of unconditional love, believes that all people need it. Dobson declares:
"I'm convinced the human spirit craves this kind of unconditional love and experiences something akin to 'soul hunger'
when it cannot be achieved." Then as an extra bonus, Dobson brings God in as the primary person who gives this
unconditional love and acceptance -- he says "God's acceptance is unconditional." Dobson is not alone in that
conclusion. A host of well-respected professing Christian leaders describe God's love as unconditional.

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/methods.htm
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Pastors should have been alert to the subtleties of deception that would turn a believer's eyes from God to self. But
alas, rather that warning the sheep, many of the "shepherds" have joined the psychologists and embrace their teachings
of unconditional love and acceptance.

A Misunderstanding of God's Love

The basis for their eager embrace is a misunderstanding of "the love of Christ which passeth knowledge" (Eph. 3:19).
They equate unconditional love and acceptance with the fact that God's love is vast, unfathomable, and unmerited.
Then they follow that with the idea that if God loves and accepts people unconditionally, they should also love and
accept themselves unconditionally. While this may sound like a logical progression, there are some serious problems
with the basic assumptions.

Therefore, we must address the question: Is God's love unconditional? Or are there any conditions that must be met to
become a recipient of His love?

Paul prayed that the believers in Ephesus would be able to comprehend the length, width, depth, and height of God's
love. He desired that they know the love of Christ, which surpasses knowledge, so that they would be filled with the
fullness of God (Eph. 3:16-19). The wide expanse of God's love has been the theme of the gospel throughout the ages,
for to know His love is to know Him. Therefore, any consideration of His love is highly important and must be based
upon His revelation of Himself rather than upon the imagination of men.

Love According to Secular Humanism

Ever since the rise of secular humanism in this country, and especially since the establishment of humanistic
psychology, the popular, "relevant" term to describe God's love has been unconditional. The thrust of this word in
humanistic psychology has been both to give and to expect unconditional love from one another with no strings
attached. While unconditional love and acceptance supposedly promote change and growth, they make no
requirements. But God, who is love, requires change and enables his children to grow in righteousness.

In humanistic psychology, parents and society are always the culprits. Since they believe that every person is born with
intrinsic worth and innate goodness, psychologists contend that one main reason people experience emotional and
behavioral problems is because they have not received unconditional love from their parents. Following that thesis,
Christians have come to believe that the best kind of love is unconditional love. It is the highest love secular humanists
know. It is touted as a love that makes no demands for performance, good behavior, or the like. It has also been
associated with a kind of permissiveness, since it makes no demands and has no conditions, even though the promoters
of the unconditional love jargon would say that unconditional love does not have to dispense with discipline.

God's Love Revealed through Scripture

Because the concept of unconditional love permeates society and because it is often thought of as the highest form of
human love, it is natural for a Christian to mistakenly use this term to describe God. After all, His love is far greater
than any human love imaginable. God's love for humanity is so great that "He gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). Oh, the magnitude of the cost!
We cannot even fathom His love even though our very breath depends upon it! His love indeed reaches to the heights
and depths. But again, is God's love truly unconditional?

God's love is available to human beings by grace alone. There is nothing that men can do to earn that love. There is no
good work that is either demanded or even possible. But does that make God's love unconditional? "That whosoever
will" is most certainly not a work, but it is a condition. Otherwise we would end up with universalism (all people
saved) rather than salvation by grace received through faith.

God chooses upon whom He will place His love and the benefits of His love. Did Jesus ever imply that God's love is
unconditional? He said to His disciples:
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"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall
be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him" (John 14:21).

One might argue that the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11ff) proves unconditional love (as Charles Stanley
teaches). It indeed illustrates the vastness of God's love, forgiveness, and longsuffering. However, the son repented! If
he had a prosperous evil life he may never have repented. And while the father would have waited and hoped, he
would not have extended his love. After all, he did not go out searching for him to support his folly.

Up to a point, this seems to indicate unconditional love, and yet, God is not waiting in ignorance, not knowing what
those for whom His Son died might be doing. It is difficult enough to understand God's love without adding the term
unconditional love which is loaded with secular, humanistic, psychological connotations. The story of the prodigal son
teaches grace, forgiveness and mercy -- but unconditional love? No!

While God loves with a greater love than humans can comprehend, His holiness and justice also must be taken into
consideration. Therefore, the term unconditional love is inadequate for defining God. It does not account for God's
reaction to pompous men who devise plans against Him and His anointed. The psalmist goes so far as to say:

"He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak to
them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure" (Psalm 2:4-5).

And what about Lot's wife as she turned to look at the smoldering cities? Or what about Jesus' words to the cities that
refused to repent? Does this sound like unconditional love?:

"Woe to thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto
you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. And thou,
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell ... it shall be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee" (Matthew 11:21-24).

Conclusion

But perhaps one could say that God's love for the Christian is unconditional since the Christian partakes of His love
and grace through faith. Wouldn't it be better to say that the conditions have been met? Jesus met the first condition, to
wash away the sin that God hates. The believer meets the second condition, but only by God's grace through faith.

Or perhaps it would be better to say that God's love extended to a person is conditioned by His plan to give eternal
life to those whom He has enabled to believe on His Son. The conditions of God's love are resident within
Himself. As our opening Bible verse says: He hath MADE us accepted!

There is a strong temptation to use vocabulary that is popular in society in order to make Christianity sound relevant.
Christians have something far better than what the world offers, but in expressing that good news, they confuse people
by using words that are already loaded with humanistic connotations and systems of thought. It would be better not to
use the expression unconditional love when describing God's love. There are plenty of other good words (1 John
4:9,10,16):

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. ...

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/stanley/
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The incomprehensible magnitude of God's love surpasses any concept of love devised by humanistic psychologists.
The doctrine of unconditional love is a myth that glorifies man rather than God.

*Adapted from Prophets of PsychoHeresy II, pp. 91-96, [now in a revised 1998 edition titled James Dobson's Gospel
of Self-Esteem & Psychology (pp. 65-71) (EastGate Publishers, 4137 Primavera Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93110)], and
from the September-October 1997 PsychoHeresy Awareness Letter by permission of Martin & Deidre Bobgan. (See
also Paul Brownback's book, The Danger of Self-Love, pp. 109-116, for an excellent theological critique of the
unconditional love/acceptance phenomena.)  [Return to Top]
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Are We Too Negative?
Critics have long leveled the charge of "divisive" and "negative" against those who would warn the church of
unbiblical teachings and practices. They would rather we preach only "positive" things. I, also, long to put behind me
the controversy that has become such an unwelcome part of my life. Yet in articulating the pure gospel, one must
carefully distinguish it from the clever counterfeits all around.

How negligent it would be not to warn the sheep of poisoned pastures and false shepherds who promote lies in the
name of truth. Yet the odds are staggering. Norman Vincent Peale's magazines, for example, have 16 million readers
monthly, nearly 10,000 times BDM's small circulation! The flesh faints with weariness and frustration. Then why
persist in a task so lonely and burdensome? Yes, why this burning passion?

Compelled by God's Word

There are, thank God, the many letters of encouragement from those who offer their love, support and prayers. There
are, too, the earnest "thank you's" from thousands who've been set free from the delusion and bondage of false gospels
-- from Catholicism and "Christian" psychology to Positive/Possibility Thinking and Positive Confession. Yet even
without any such encouragement, we would be compelled to carry on.

Jeremiah was hated, maligned, imprisoned, and threatened with death because he preached repentance and warned of
God's impending judgment, while the "positive prophets" promised peace and prosperity "by the word of the Lord."
Popular opinion opposed him. He became so discouraged that he declared that he would no longer speak for God nor
even mention His Name. But God's Word was in his heart and burned like a fire in his bones, so that he had to speak
(Jer. 20). Yes, above all, it is God's Word burning within that compels us.

Distressed by accusations of "negativism," I cry out to God and turn to His unfailing Word. And what do I find there?
The very message I am constrained to preach! Christ Himself was far more "negative" than I have dared to be. He
continually warned of judgment and hell, exposed sin, demanded repentance, rebuked the religious leaders, and
indicted them as hypocrites, white sepulchers, and blind leaders of the blind fools. Without doubt, He would be banned
from most Christian pulpits and media today!

The Sermon on the Mount is not intended to enhance one's "self-esteem." It encourages one to be poor in spirit, to
mourn, to be meek and merciful, and promises that those who are true to God and His Word will be hated, persecuted,
and vilified (Matt. 5). But didn't Jesus say, "Judge not that ye be not judged" (Matt 7:1)? Isn't it unbiblical, then, to
accuse a Christian leader of any wrong? On the contrary, Christ could only have meant that we were not to judge
motives, for He clearly told us to judge teachings and lives: "Beware of false prophets [i.e. teachers] ... by their fruits
[doctrine and lives] ye shall know them" (15-20). Surely he is calling us to judge false doctrines and deeds!

A "Judging" Which Satan Hates

When Paul exhorted Timothy to "preach the Word," he explained that to do so one must "reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). Paul warned of "vain talkers and deceivers ... whose mouths must be
stopped [from teaching false doctrine]." He urged Titus to "rebuke them sharply" (Titus 1:9-14). He told Timothy,
"Them that sin rebuke before all [i.e. publicly] that others also may fear" (1 Tim. 5:20). Clearly such reproof requires a
judging that does not violate Christ's prohibition but which, in fact, He commanded and the apostles practiced -- a
judging which Satan hates because it unmasks his lies.

The International Genocide Treaty signed by former President Reagan makes it a crime to try to convert anyone of
another religion or to suggest that their beliefs are wrong. It will soon be a serious crime to call sexual sin a sin.
The day is coming when, to protect "minority rights," we will be prohibited by law from preaching the gospel except in
the most "positive" manner. Sadly, much of the evangelical church has already conformed.
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It is not enough simply to "preach the truth" when there are lies which counterfeit it so closely that many can't tell the
difference. It is both logically and Scripturally essential to expose and refute today's pernicious false gospels. Yet to do
so is to be opposed by church leaders and barred from most platforms. True Bible teachers are banned from
"Christian" radio stations like the Moody network, lest they expose the humanism Moody promotes in the name of
"Christian psychology." Why not allow an open discussion of vital issues before the whole church? Are church leaders
concerned for truth -- or with protecting their own interests?

Turning Inexcusable Sin Into Excusable "Sickness"

"Christian" psychology may seem to help for a time, but it undermines our real victory in Christ by redefining sin as
"mental illness." This heresy inspired a host of new terms such as obsessive-compulsive behavior, dysfunctional
families, addiction -- and, more recently, the increasingly popular co-dependency myths and Twelve-Step recovery
programs spawned by Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). In 12 Steps to Destruction, the Bobgans point out that Bill
Wilson, founder of AA, based his system upon what was revolutionary new theory: that drunkenness was not a "moral
defect" but an excusable "illness." Wilson was relieved to learn that he was an "alcoholic" -- a new term at the time.

Enlarging upon this lie, "Christian" psychologists have redefined as mental "illness" all manner of behavior that Jesus,
the Great Physician, diagnosed as sin. A woman called into a "Christian" psychology radio program to confess that she
couldn't keep from having sex with anybody and everybody. She was told that her problem arose from an overbearing
mother and milquetoast father, and that it was an "addiction" that could take years of therapy to cure. So much for
Christ's "Go and sin no more" (Jn. 8:11)! Disobeying God is no longer sin if one has a "compulsion" or "addiction" or
traumatic childhood.

One author wrote a while back: "The depth to which sanctified psychotherapy can sink is really quite profound. A
local newspaper a recently featured an article about a 34-bed clinic that has opened in Southern California to treat
'Christian sex addicts.' According to the article the clinic is affiliated with a large well-known Protestant church in the
area." Several leading "Christian" psychologists interviewed for the article "scoffed at the power of God's Word to
transform a heart and break the bondage of sexual sin." The director explained that his treatment center would serve to
rescue many Christians who had been taught that "the Bible is all you need."

Exposing the Lie

In The Journal of Biblical Ethics in Medicine, Dr. Robert Maddox warns that "all manner of sin ... from gluttony to
fornication, from stealing to bestiality ... is [being] labeled as disease, to be cured with chemical, electrical and
mechanical treatments." The Bobgans also quote from University of California professor Herbert Fingarette's book
Heavy Drinking: The Myth of Alcoholism as a Disease: "I just don't understand why any churches would go for the
disease idea ... [it] denies the spiritual dimension of the whole thing." They also quote Stanton Peele from his book
Diseasing of America: Addiction Treatment Out of Control: "... disease definitions undermine the individual's
obligations to control behavior and to answer for misconduct ... [and] actually increase the incidence of the behaviors
of concern."

How astonishing that as the secular world is abandoning the sinking ship of psychotherapy, Christians are jumping
aboard, imagining that this doomed vessel will not only stay afloat, but add needed buoyancy to the ark God has
provided!

It makes me weep to watch the growing deception, to cry out against it, and to be heeded by so few and opposed by so
many. Why is that essential correction which Scripture so clearly demands left to a few of us nobodies and shunned by
church leaders who would be heeded by millions?

Write to the most influential so-called evangelical leaders and ask how they can "preach the Word" without involving
themselves in the reproof and rebuke of rampant error that Paul said must be at the very heart of Biblical preaching!

Christian Publishing Gone Astray

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Letter/v8n1.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/codep/
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/codep/
http://www.psychoheresy-aware.org/12stepbk.html
http://www.psychoheresy-aware.org/
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A memo from a researcher, who along with her husband is among the nobodies crying out against heresy in the
church, stressed Her concern about The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning, a Catholic, published by Multnomah
Press. In part she said: "Manning teaches ... that [a Christian] may continue to live a life of debauchery ... describes
himself as a [heavy] smoker and someone who became an alcoholic after conversion teaches an eastern-type meditation
 (pp. 43, 205-6) twists Scripture (pp. 23, 28, 73, 173); he says that everyone, but the self-righteous (those that obey God by
Brennan's definition), will go to heaven (pp. 17, 26, 29) ... This book is dangerous ... a ploy by a new age Catholic to
invade the evangelical church ... Christian[s] must be warned that ... the once trusted names of Multnomah, Thomas
Nelson, and Fleming Revell [to name a few] are no guarantee of orthodoxy. What a shame!"

"Christian" publishers can no longer be trusted to publish truth, but have become purveyors of death! A dump truck
would not be large enough to haul all of the heresy out of a typical Christian Booksellers Convention. Even Roman
Catholic publishers of the most awful blasphemy and incredible nonsense, such as Paulist Press, are represented
alongside so-called evangelical publishers.

Take, for example, the Christian Booksellers Convention in Orlando a number of years ago. At the booth of another
Catholic Publisher, Our Sunday Visitor, one of their books on display told the story of Padre Pio, a recently deceased
Catholic monk admired by Pope John Paul II. Pio manifested the "stigmata," bleeding from his palms to make up the
deficiency in Christ's redemptive work on the cross! Pio believed he was suffering for the salvation of sinners! He
claimed that literally millions of the spirits of the dead, whom he saw with his physical eyes, came to him on their way
to heaven to thank him for gaining their release from purgatory! This is only one of Rome's many heresies. On
confronting Our Sunday Visitor employees concerning this demonic delusion promoted by their books, and objecting
to their presence at a convention of evangelical publishers, they pointed to a nearby booth promoting horrendous,
allegedly "Christian" Rock music and declared: "We have as much right to be here as they do!" One could only agree.

Today's "evangelical" leaders shun their duty to oppose heresy. Many of them promote Catholicism, occultism, and
humanistic psychology. Therefore, we, the nobodies, though few heed us, must cry out even louder to warn the sheep
of poisoned pastures and false shepherds. "Positive or "negative" is not the issue, but truth and simple obedience to the
Lord and His Word.

* This material has been adapted and/or excerpted from an October, 1990, CIB Bulletin article.
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I Don't Wanna' Hear It*
We regularly receive letters expressing disapproval of our exposing ungodliness in the Church. We're accused of
sowing discord among brethren, of being unloving -- even hateful -- and are exhorted to concentrate on positive issues
that help build self-esteem. Evidently it disturbs many Christians to think that evil is in their midst. But evil is in our
midst. And there are plenty of books and periodicals already available for those who desire to have their consciences
massaged and their self-esteem enlarged.

Most Christians are disposed to point to the evil in the world, but it disturbs them to face the evil in their very midst
within the Church. It horrifies them to think that their pastor or favorite media preacher is advocating doctrines of
demons. So like the proverbial ostrich they stick their heads in the sand and ask only to be comforted in their delusion.

Peruse the shelves of any Christian bookstore and you'll find that 98% of the books are inspirational, educational or
technical (Bible-study aids, etc.), instructional on living (how to pray, how to raise one's family, etc.), and downright
heretical (sufficiently aberrant in doctrinal positions to render them dangerous to the reader's faith). You could carry in
one arm those that expose the unfruitful works of darkness within the Church. Most written in that vein are banned
from display and are available only upon request -- if at all.

Listen to the sermons that proliferate in most churches and in the "Christian" media and you'll quickly see that the vast
majority fall within the above categories.

Satan isn't concerned if we Christians feel good about ourselves in our moral lifestyle and church attendance,
comparing ourselves with the lost. Nor is he so concerned that we spend hours pouring over the Scriptures as long as
we receive our understanding from teachers who do his bidding, whether knowingly or unknowingly. But dare to
expose his work in the bastions of the faith -- the hallowed halls of churches, seminaries, and "Christian" radio and
television studios -- and the fury of his wrath will be expressed through weak-willed Christians echoing his
euphemisms designed to shut down opposition: "Judge not!" and "Touch not God's anointed!"

If there is a need for prayer today it is that God will raise up godly men and women of faith who will stand firm in the
face of deception and be willing to suffer the consequences of following Christ.

We all rejoice in the knowledge that one day He will return. But I wonder if we all rejoice in that day when our works
are judged.

* Adapted and/or excerpted from Media Spotlight, Vol. 10 - No. 3
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When Love Divorces Doctrine and Unity Rejects Truth
It is evident that leading neo-evangelicals believe our main goal is to eliminate doctrinal distinctives and to emphasize
unity among those claiming to be believers.

One of the basic ideas of today's philosophy of ecumenical evangelism is that love is more important than doctrine.
Ecumenical evangelists say that doctrine divides, whereas love unifies. What does the Bible say? Is it true that in the
New Testament love is more important than doctrine, or Truth? In the so-called Love chapter of 1 Corinthians 13, we
are told:

Now abideth in faith, hope, love, these three, but the greatest of these is love (agape).

Some say -- That settles it: love is supreme! But when we examine that chapter more carefully, we discover that Truth
is also mentioned in the chapter. In verse 6 we are told that, love rejoices in the truth. In other words, faith, hope, and
love are virtues but Truth has an altogether different status. It is the frame of reference, the foundation, the atmosphere
without which virtues such as love cannot exist at all.

Love rejoices in the truth. Why? Because without Truth to define it, to interpret it, to protect it, to guide it, to
channel it -- love can become a total disaster. We dare not place Truth on the same level as virtues. Virtues would
shrivel up and die if it were not for Truth.

We cannot imagine life on this planet without water. Water is absolutely essential for life, as long as it stays within
proper channels, within its canals, aqueduct, and pipes. But when water gets out of control, it is the second greatest
catastrophe that can happen to this planet, second only to fire. On the one hand, it is an absolute blessing, but on the
other hand, it can be a total disaster. So it is with love.

God's Definition Of Love

Love without divine definition (God's revealed channels within which it must flow) becomes the most horrible thing on
earth. It can destroy human beings by the millions, and can be reduced to satanic sentimentalism.

Love, as defined by God, is doing for a person that which is best for him in the light of eternity, no matter what the
cost may be. That is how it is defined by God. Somehow, when it comes to world evangelism, many people have
forgotten God's definitions and have fallen into sentimentalism. Consider some key Scriptures which illustrate the
distinction between love and Truth.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. -- John 8:31,32

Ultimate freedom may only be achieved by total submission -- unconditional surrender to Truth. There is nothing here
about love.

Love Obeys The Truth

There are many who speak glowingly of their love for Jesus Christ and for lost men. In John 14:15,21,23,24, He
stresses that obedience to Truth is the best form of love:

If ye love me, keep my commandments He that hath my commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves
me If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keeps not my sayings: ...

This is what we call the acid test of love -- does a man obey the commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ? It makes no
difference how much we talk about our love if we do not obey Christ. It is obedience that counts, not words.
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Obedience without love is theoretically possible, but love without obedience is, in practice, impossible. It is a satanic
substitute for God's plan.

Love Teaches the Truth

John 21 gives an example of one who said much about his love for Jesus. But when it came to obedience, it was not
there. When the pressure came, his resolution collapsed and he denied his Lord. After the resurrection of Jesus, our
Lord confronted Peter lovingly, but in truth:

... Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I
love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs Feed my sheep Feed my sheep. -- John 21:15-17

How do we express love to the Lord Jesus according to the lesson of this confrontation? By feeding His sheep, as He
also commanded in the great commission, by teaching His people and training them in the whole counsel of God,
teaching them whatsoever I have commanded you.

In Acts 20, we find a good example of an apostle who obeyed the great commission. He says nothing about love to the
Ephesians in this passage. But he exhibited the supreme love of any disciple toward the Ephesians. What did he do for
them? Did he say, I love you, I love you, I love you? Acts 20:26-27 gives the answer:

Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of God.

Love Leaves Nothing Out

The result was that all which dwelt in Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord Jesus. Paul based his
evangelism on sound doctrinal instruction. That is God's key for world evangelism. The words of Paul in Galatians 1:6
were blunt and necessary as Paul says in Galatians 4, in order to tell them the Truth.

Ephesians 4 tells us how we can achieve the perfect balance. Note the gifts God gave the true Church, the body of
Christ, for service and ministry in this age: And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists;
and some pastors and teachers. -- Ephesians 4:11

Every one of these gifts in the form of a person is a doctrinal person. They are all totally involved in Truth. All were
totally involved in preaching, teaching, and discipling in the light of revealed Truth. There is no teaching whatsoever
in the New Testament suggesting that love is more important than doctrine or Truth.

Love is referred to in Galatians 4:15 where we read of, speaking the truth in love. Love is the manner and method of
speaking Truth. Love is the servant of Truth. It makes it easier to receive, absorb, and digest. But it must never be
allowed to eclipse or set aside Truth. God's Truth can never change, but God's Truth in the hands of human messengers
is a very delicate and fragile thing.

Love Resists Poisons

There is no living system known to science that can survive without an intricate, elaborate, and constantly-used system
to purify itself from poisons. This is true of God's Church. It is impossible for any organization to survive unless it has
a system to purify itself from poisonous influences.

We need to remember we are in a highly poisoned environment. We are immersed in Satan's world. He has constant
access to every servant of God through his fallen nature. How can the relative success of a Christian's ministry be
evaluated apart from God's infallible inerrant Word? Who is to determine what success means?

Love Protects the Flock
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Did the Lord Jesus encourage His disciples to listen sympathetically to other religious leaders of that time? His answer
is given in Matt. 7:15, Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Yet we are told today by neo-evangelicals that we should both teach and study in liberal universities and
colleges of theology. There is one thing worse than division and that is peace with compromise. Truth is infinitely
more important than the false unity of the world.

Love Corrects Error

Why? Because for the sake of Truth, even families will be split with hostility so that at least someone within that unit
can perpetuate God's Truth. In Romans 16:17 Paul says,

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which causes divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid them.

If we honor and love the Lord Jesus we will watch for anything which may destroy His Truth. We will avoid such
people. 

A good way of life or good doctrine is always contaminated by a bad environment or bad associations. A mere
association of the good with the bad will never make the bad thing better. The good gets worse; the bad does not
improve. It is the same with a rotten apple in a barrel. The bad one never gets better, but the good ones go rotten (1
Cor. 15:33). Is it right for doctrinal purity to be blatantly submerged for the sake of worldly ecclesiastical unity? Surely
this is a total denial of the Holy Spirit's Word through the Scriptures.

-- Dr. John C. Whitcomb, Jr.
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Modern Day Balaams 
Spiritual Counterfeits Conducting Spiritual Fraud* (Numbers 22-24)

Balaam was a diviner (one who uses omens to determine God's will) and a soothsayer (possessing certain powers not
of God), the practices of which were condemned in Deut. 18. Yet by all appearances, Balaam was a man of God -- a
genuine prophet: Balaam's "God-talk" attested to his being a prophet (Num. 22:8,13,34,38; 23:12,28; 24:13); God was
speaking to him and through him (Num. 22:9,12,20,32-35; 23:4,5,16,18-24); Balaam appeared to worship God in spirit
and truth (Num. 22:31); and he blessed the people of God (Num. 23:5,7-10,18-24; 24:2-9,15-19).

There are other instances in the Bible where God appears to pagan peoples and reveals Himself: Ambimalech in a
dream (Gen. 20:6,7); Pharaoh (Gen. 41:25); Nebuchadnezzar before his conversion (Dan. 2,4); Pilate's wife through
suffering in a dream (Matt. 27:19); Saul (1 Sam. 19:23,24); and to Caiphas (Jn. 11:51,52).

Therefore, just because an individual seems to have great powers or a large following or that God is "using" him,
doesn't mean that the person is a genuine "prophet," let alone a believer in Jesus Christ. The person could be a pagan, a
false prophet, a spiritual fraud, who God is using for His purposes. Spiritual frauds are quite capable of quoting the
Word of God, of sounding pious and true, yet can be totally wicked. God speaking through a false prophet does not
signal a believer, any more than Balaam's donkey was a believer because God spoke through him (Num. 23:21-30). In
fact, the deception of a false prophet appearing to be from God was so prevalent in Old Testament times that God
established another screen for true prophets (in addition to accurate predictions) -- "Do they lead you to worship other
gods?" (Deut. 13:1-5).

The bottom line is that we must examine a teacher's fruit of doctrine. If his doctrine is impure, avoid him (Rom. 16:17;
2 Jn. 10,11). Even though his "God-talk" may proliferate, we must examine the fruit of his doctrine -- "diviners" and
"soothsayers" cannot be the children of God.

Yet, we have a professing Church today that tolerates Balaams -- "They say some good things. They use the Bible."
Yes, but their doctrine gives them away. They are false prophets, corrupting and destroying the Church from the
inside!

The issue is not whether there is some good in their teachings. The issue is their erroneous doctrinal teachings from
which the Bible commands us to separate. So, look out for those who reject spiritual separation. In these days of
ecumenism, there are scores of frauds about us who make no distinction between what is right or wrong, whose
energies are devoted to man-made unity while they de-emphasize doctrine, whose purposes are to appeal to the hearts
of the masses while neglecting the truth of God. Inclusivism because of areas of agreement can never take precedence
over our obligation to separate because of error.

Believers need to use the weapons of truth which God has given us, so that we identify and deal with every Balaamite
fraud in the spiritual arena in which we live. Note his characteristics. He can be seen everywhere around us on the
landscape of Christendom. Mark such evil entities and avoid them. Learn the lesson Israel learned the hard way from
her unfortunate exposure to Balaam and his unscrupulous methods.

* Excerpted and/or adapted from a 1988 sermon by Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor, Indian Hills Community Church, Lincoln,
NE; and from an article by Dave Kazen in the 4/96 Uplook: "Spiritual Fraud," pp. 4-5.
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Beware of the Counsel of Gamaliel!*
And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this
work be of men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye
be found even to fight against God. (Acts 5:38-39)

Some people seem to think that Gamaliel was the only wise man in the whole of the Bible! Whenever wisdom is
needed to assess the latest strange idea or movement to penetrate the churches, we hear the famous "counsel of
Gamaliel" quoted. We hear it endlessly, for example, in connection with the "Toronto Blessing" [laughing revival].

We hear it especially when there is no scriptural support for something. When the rest of the Bible seems to say "No!"
then the counsel of Gamaliel comes to the rescue.

Gamaliel is often preferred above Paul. If the apostle clearly condemns something, his word is pushed aside in favor of
Gamaliel's. But Paul is not alone in this. Gamaliel is even wiser than the Lord Jesus Christ in the estimation of some.
Where Christ says, "Beware of false prophets," Gamaliel says, "Leave them be; just watch and wait. Say and do
nothing. And if they survive and flourish, they will prove to be from God."

A Liberal Appeal

A famous historical appeal to the counsel of Gamaliel was made by the notorious liberal, Harry Emerson Fosdick. In
an infamous sermon of 1922 (entitled, "Shall the Fundamentalists Win?"), Gamaliel was extolled as the personification
of tolerance and magnanimity. Fundamentalists were urged to abandon their narrow and cantankerous
unreasonableness and to adopt the great Gamaliel's intellectual liberalism.

In recent decades, however, evangelicals too have been heard to press the counsel of Gamaliel as a reason for doing
nothing about a range of new trends, including contemporary music in worship and charismatic excesses. The ministry
of warning has been strangled, and the people of God exposed to wild experimentation, all on account of the wisdom
of Gamaliel.

Who, then, was this man Gamaliel? Was he a good and faithful wise man? Did he speak from God? Is his celebrated
counsel as wonderful as many seem to think?

Gamaliel was a leading Pharisee, a doctor of the law, and a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, who possessed great
influence between A.D. 20 and 58. He believed firmly that God's favor was secured by virtue of being born a Jew, and
by meticulous obedience to the ceremonial law. As a leading Pharisee, he would have been swamped by self-
righteousness and vehemently hostile to salvation by grace through faith.

He was well aware of the teaching of John the Baptist, that Christ was the Lamb of God, appointed to take away the
sin of the world. He was also very familiar with the teaching of Christ, that neither Jewishness nor the ceremonial law
could save the soul, and that individuals must repent and be born again by the power of God. These teachings he
rejected. Indeed, he rejected the idea that Jesus Christ was any more than a man.

If Gamaliel had been affected by the ministry of Christ in the smallest degree, he was nevertheless among those who
loved their position and the esteem of men far more than the praise of God. We must remember that he was one of
those of whom Christ had said: "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do ..."
(John 8:44).

Gamaliel's Intervention

Is it true that when the furious Jewish leaders were about to execute the apostles, Gamaliel intervened to save them.

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/char/more/bless.htm
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/holylaugh.htm
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The older Protestant commentators, however, were never impressed. How remarkable, they said, that God would use a
proud man with foolish reasoning to blunt the mad fury of a murderous Sanhedrin. The old writers gave the glory to
God, and no credit to Gamaliel.

Calvin expressed astonishment at the intellectual shallowness of Gamaliel, saying, "His opinion is not what one might
expect from a man of wisdom." If Gamaliel had been right, observed Calvin, "men must punish nobody and all crime
must go uncorrected."

Gamaliel's "do-nothing" counsel would certainly bring to an end all law enforcement, if adopted by any State. Equally,
there would be no discipline in the church. God repeatedly commands in His Word that right conduct should be
approved and wrongdoing should be restrained. The Sanhedrin had a duty to establish the truth (using the Scriptures)
and act accordingly.

If the apostles were teaching correctly, they should have been supported and encouraged. If they were teaching
falsehood, they should have been excluded from the Temple, and the people warned. Gamaliel and his colleagues
should have sided either for or against the apostles. Gamaliel's counsel was a total abdication of responsibility. He said,
in effect, "Time will tell. In the meantime, it does not matter whom they mislead."

It must be admitted Gamaliel made two correct statements: first, that the work of men comes to nothing, and secondly,
that the work of God cannot be overthrown. But he failed to note that the fall of the false may not take place for many
centuries! Has Islam fallen yet, or Rome, or Hinduism? By Gamaliel's test, perhaps we should conclude that these
movements are of God. But Gamaliel forgot that God does not judge the false immediately. Some false institutions
will last until Christ destroys them at His Coming.

True Only at Final Judgment

The counsel of Gamaliel is true only when set in the context of eternity, and the final judgment. In the meantime we
have a duty to exercise discernment by the clear guidance of the Word. To substitute the do-nothing counsel of
Gamaliel for discernment leads to one of two consequences, as we have noted. Either we fail to support something
which is right, or we say and do nothing about something which is harmful and dishonoring to God. Gamaliel's
counsel is always foolish, selfish, and hideously costly to the cause of Christ.

In the event, by doing nothing Gamaliel fought against God, because he failed to support God's cause. He even failed
to act when the apostles were beaten and charged not to speak in the name of the Lord.

Gamaliel's absurd counsel was not due to his being a foolish man, for he was a renowned scholar and thinker. His
reasoning was the product of fear. He was afraid of the reaction of the crowds in Jerusalem.

The other members of that hastily convened Jewish Council imagined that they possessed the social standing and
moral authority to get away with whatever their murderous instincts dictated. Gamaliel knew better, realizing that the
death of the apostles could put the Council itself at risk. So he warned, "Take heed to yourselves what you intend to
do."

Counsel of Fear

The Temple police sent to arrest the apostles had not dared to use violence "for they feared as people, lest they should
be stoned" (verse 26). The people sympathized with the apostles on account of their power to heal.

History repeats itself. Just as self-preservation and self-interest was the motive behind Gamaliel's original counsel, so
it is often the reason for its use today. The "Toronto blessing" arrives in a town where a weak and vacillating pastor
leads a fellowship of the Lord's people. "If I oppose this," he reasons," I may lose members in my church. Worse, the
advocates of this new phenomenon may push me aside. On the other hand, if I encourage this new phenomenon too
openly and too early, I will certainly meet with disapproval from others."



Beware of the Counsel of Gamaliel!

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Introduction/bewareof.htm[8/29/2018 7:41:13 PM]

What can this "dishonest steward," this "hireling," do? How will an insincere, indecisive, unprotecting pastor handle
such a dilemma?

He will not find a text presenting the words of Christ, or any prophet or apostle, to justify an ambivalent,
compromising, equivocal position. But fortunately for the unworthy pastor, the words of a proud, self-righteous,
unconverted Pharisee will come to his rescue. The counsel of Gamaliel is available for any pastor or elder interested
only in self-preservation and peace at any price.

Who are these who appeal so much to the counsel of Gamaliel? They are like him. They do not want the counsel of
God, but a safe, easy, and congenial solution. Even with the entire Bible open before them, nothing is to their taste or
of any value except for the words of an unregenerate Pharisee.

Gamaliel, to support his plea to do nothing, mentioned the cases of two rebel leaders who had been killed (apparently
by the Roman authorities), with the result that their influence soon waned. The obvious implication was that Jesus of
Nazareth had also been put to death by the Romans, and his following would doubtless die out in the same way.
Gamaliel further warned that if the movements was from God, to kill the disciples would be to fight against Him.

So Gamaliel employed two arguments. Number One: If God is not behind the disciples, they will disperse without our
interference. Number Two: If God is behind them, we will be guilty of fighting Him. How frequently these arguments
are heard today! If God is not behind the gimmicks, the worldliness, and the hysterical and occult practices coming
into present-day Christianity, they will die out in time. Therefore, forget all pastoral responsibility and let them be.

On the other hand, if you act against them, you may find you are quenching and blaspheming the work of the Spirit of
the living God. Therefore, keep off! Don't interfere! Stand on the "touch line." See which way the wind blows. Do
whatever is most advantageous and favorable to yourself and see how matters unfold.

A Test of Pastors!

The most useful purpose of the counsel of Gamaliel to present-day believers is that it serves as an indication of the
depth and reliability of those who function as pastors, leaders, and Bible teachers. The use of the counsel of Gamaliel
in defense of a "do-nothing" or "run-with-the-tide" approach to any new fad is a sure sign of a person who has an
inadequate respect for Scripture as the authoritative judge of all matters.

In other words, the counsel of Gamaliel may tell you much more about a pastor than about how you should respond to
the latest spiritual threats.

It is only to be expected that Gamaliel should be held in high regard by today's "evangelical" Bible commentators. If
the present array of new-evangelical, ecumenical evangelicals can endorse the Pope, then why not Gamaliel? What is
the difference? Both stand tenaciously for works as the basis of salvation, and both reject grace. Both uphold a
mediatorial priesthood imagined to be vested in themselves, and both reject the simplicity which is in Christ. The
similarities could be continued at length. Just as the Pope is now widely accepted as a true man of faith, so Gamaliel, a
Christ-rejecting, proud Pharisee, is regarded as a saintly protector of the apostles.

Fellow believers -- be warned and beware of the counsel of Gamaliel!

* Adapted from an article by Dr. Peter Masters: SWORD & TROWELL, The Metropolitan Tabernacle, Issue: 1995, No.
3.
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The Siren Song of Unity!*
In Greek and Roman mythology, sirens were women who lured ships onto rocky shores by enticing the sailors with
their singing. Today the world's leaders, like the sirens of mythology, are singing an enchanting song of unification
very similar to the days of Babel: "Then they said, 'Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the
heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth'" (Genesis
11:4).

We have a comparable message coming from the present world's leaders telling us we must rethink our world and
come into a new way of doing things:

"Today humankind is facing a choice,' [Mikhail Gorbachev, former head of the Soviet Union] said. It is
time for every individual, nation, and state to re-think its place and role in world affairs.'... We need to
find a new paradigm .... This search for a new paradigm should be a search for synthesis, for what is
common to and unites people, countries and nations, rather than what divides them'" (From speech given
at the State of the World Forum in San Francisco, Oct., 1995, as quoted in letter from Lucis Trust
promoting World Invocation Day, received March, 1996).

Unfortunately, this "siren song of unity" is reaching into the Christian community. The book A Plea for Purity, Sex,
Marriage, and God, by J. Christoph Arnold (a pastor) includes a foreword by Mother Teresa, with endorsements by
men who also participated in or endorsed "Evangelical & Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third
Millennium."

Subtly we are being directed toward Christian unity -- a unity not based on the Holy Scriptures and Biblical doctrine,
but founded on social issues ("better families," "sexual purity," "father/son relationships") and Promise Keeper-like
emotional experiences (fathers and sons embracing, standing ovations for pastors, and the joining of hands during
worship songs). As compelling and heart warming as the social issues and emotional experiences might be, these
cannot be the basis for Biblical unity. 

An unbiblical ecumenical union is not in the best interest of the body of Christ. Besides, many pastors and laymen
attending ecumenical gatherings are promoting and practicing beliefs not in accord with Biblical Christianity. This fact
alone should force us, out of respect for Christ and His teachings, as well as for our own spiritual well-being, to avoid
fellowship.

As conscientious and watchful Christians who need to be keenly aware of what Scripture warns about the last days'
generation, we must not only examine, but also scrutinize movements impacting the Church -- their immediate,
individual effects and also their long-term collective effects. Pastors and other church leaders cannot blindly accept
short-term benefits and not consider the long-range consequences. And the long-range consequences of uniting with
movements that want religious unity over Biblical unity will be compromising pastors, diminishing reliance on the
Word and doctrine, lukewarm congregations, unholy alliances with any faith, and eventually embracing the religion of
the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

Individuals who become saved and added to the body of Christ (regardless of when and where) must be discipled with
Christ-centered worship, Bible-based preaching, an "in-the-Bible" Bible study, and taught to test all things according
to Scripture. To lead them into unscriptural teachings and unbiblical unity is to tamper with the good work started by
the Holy Spirit.

Unity Fever is Everywhere

As the following quotations demonstrate, the song of unity has many melodies and many singers:

(a) "We [participants in the Parliament of World Religions] are persons who have committed ourselves to
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the precepts and practices of the world's religions. We confirm that there is already a consensus among
the religions which can be the basis for a global ethic -- a minimal fundamental consensus concerning
binding values, irrevocable standards, and fundamental moral attitudes" (Given at the 1993 Parliament of
the World's Religions, September 4, 1993, in Chicago, Illinois).

(b) "The Millennium Council of Faiths is being asked to design suitable 'rites of passage' through which
people will 'die' to old 20th century ways of thinking and being, and emerge as new 21st century people.
Through the Parliament of the World's Religions, the Peace Council, and other major interfaith
organizations, we are building leadership commitments in Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Baha'm, Jain, Sikh, Wicca, Brahma Kumari, Shinto, Indigenous, and other faith traditions to
making the year 2000 a turning point" (The Millennial Moment Initiative: The Overall Plan,
December,1995).

(c) "Now that we [Catholic Church leadership] have briefly set out the conditions for ecumenical action
and the principles by which it is to be directed, we look with confidence to the future. This Sacred Council
exhorts the faithful to refrain from superficiality and imprudent zeal, which can hinder real progress
toward unity" (Decree On Ecumenism proclaimed at Saint Peter's, by Pope Paul VI on Nov. 21, 1964).

(d) "We are Evangelical Protestants and Roman Catholics who have been led through prayer, study, and
discussion to common convictions about Christian faith and mission. ... In this statement we address what
we have discovered both about our unity and about our differences" (Evangelicals & Catholics Together:
The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium).

(e) "In spite of its problems, Christian television has done much to help tear down the barriers between
denominations and movements. Catholics now watch Baptists, and Presbyterians watch Pentecostals, with
everyone learning that there is merit to the beliefs of others. There are many Christian events that draw
believers together from across the spectrum of the body of Christ, and genuine interchange is taking place.
There is probably more unity in the church today than at any time in the last one thousand years" (The
Morning Star Prophetic Bulletin, May 1996, "Civil War in the Church").

(f) "We are in the prophesied latter days. This is the harvest time, the transition cycle between the ending
of the old, materialistic age and the New Age of Aquarius, now dawning. This forty-year period (1960-
2000) also is known as the Mark Age, or age of marks and signs when all on Earth know we are entering
a new spiritual dimension of love, peace and brotherhood" (MARK-AGE [Planet Earth] Love in action
for the New Age, [Mark-Age, Inc. is a nonprofit spiritual-educational organization founded in 1960.
Executive director and primary channel is Nada-Yolanda, a prophet for the New Age and the Second
Coming. International headquarters are in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA.]).

The body of Christ cannot hide from this unification crusade whether it be political or religious. The Book of
Revelation speaks to both types:

"Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a
dragon. He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And he performed great and
miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. Because
of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the
earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet
lived. He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause
all who refused to worship the image to be killed. He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and
poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no-one could buy or
sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name" (Revelation 13:11-
17).

Since the Bible speaks of a false world religion in the end times that is an offense to Christ, and since we see a push
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for oneness not only from politicians and economists but also from professing Christians, the body of Christ must have
a good understanding of what the Scriptures say about unity among believers.

Shouldn't Truth Unify the Church?

If believers remain in Christ's truth, the unity that He prayed for in John 17:20-26 is possible -- "that they may be one
as We are one. ... I in them and You in Me." Jesus and God are one spiritually. They have one essence or nature, no
separate kingdom, no separate interests, no separate will, no separate desire, and no separate truth. This is the true
unity that the body of Christ should have today. This kind of unity cannot occur in man simply through ecumenical
councils and unbiblical confessions. This unity can come only through the Holy Spirit's work in the hearts of believers
who are committed to the Word and to the testimony of Jesus.

To be Biblically one requires more than church attendance, more than emotional experiences, more than pseudo-
supernatural signs and wonders, more than promises, and more than resolving social ills. It requires "the glory that You
gave Me." What is this glory? "The 'glory' of Christ was His life of self-denying service and His dying on the cross in
order to redeem the human race. Likewise, the 'glory' of the believer is the path of humble service and bearing his or
her cross. Humility, self-denial, and the willingness to suffer for Christ will ensure the true unity of believers and will
lead to true glory" (Full Life Study Bible, p. 1621). This glory is not earned by some work of man but bestowed by God
through Jesus (John 17:22).

Above all else, Jesus and the Father are united with regards to the TRUTH, and believers are to be united likewise:
"Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they
are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks" (John 4:23). Since truth comes from the Father through Jesus to the
apostles, and the Church is told to build upon the apostles (as well as Jesus), the apostles' teachings should be
followed: "They [the early believers] devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer" (Acts 2:42). The instructions of the apostles of what they knew about Christ and His
teachings became known as doctrines.

It seems interesting that doctrine is being ridiculed in some circles as being divisive: "If people didn't stick to their 'pet
doctrines,' the Church wouldn't be so divided." I agree that some people divide over irrelevant issues. However, Paul
warns Timothy to beware, "For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear" (2
Timothy 4:3). There is a major distinction between irrelevant issues and sound Biblical doctrine. Sound Biblical
doctrine needs to be aggressively defended, not timidly compromised. Here are some other Biblical insights into the
role of doctrine and its importance to the body of Christ:

(1) "He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others
by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it" (Titus 1:9);

(2) "You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine" (Titus 2:1);

(3) "Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both
yourself and your hearers" (1 Timothy 4:16); and

(4) "for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers -- and for whatever else is
contrary to the sound doctrine" (1 Timothy 1:10);

Believers united as Christ defined in John 17 have kept to sound doctrine, and there has always been a remnant like
this:

"God did not reject His people, whom He foreknew. Don't you know what the Scripture says in the
passage about Elijah -- how he appealed to God against Israel: 'Lord, they have killed Your prophets and
torn down Your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me'! And what was God's answer
to him? 'I have reserved for Myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.' So too, at the
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present time there is a remnant chosen by grace" (Romans 11:2-5).

The whole professing church may seem to be succumbing to the unification movement; but a remnant still exists today
who have not bowed down to every new wave, new teaching, or new experience that comes along. They have not
united around social issues, signs and wonders, or a lowest-common-denominator Biblical standard that any religion
can join. They search the Scriptures daily, they worship, they deny themselves, they seek God's face through prayer
and supplication. Their hearts are turned toward their God, asking Him what He desires. Believers like this, in fact, are
united and they possess "the glory that You gave Me, that they may be one as We are one" (John 17:22).

Since Jesus has left us His Biblical criterion for unity, the leaders of "Christian" ecumenism should willingly use the
Bible as the standard. When looking at the history of God's chosen people and the Church, it is easy to see that any
unity less than the one Jesus defines results ultimately in rebellion against His Word.

Does the Body Have Unity?

According to Paul in Ephesians chapter 4, the Church has unity because Paul instructs believers to "make every effort
to keep the unity of the Spirit" (v. 3). You only keep what you already have. This unity is kept "through the bond of
peace" (v. 3). This bond is defined in verse 2 as humility, gentleness, patience, and love.

Paul goes on in a very "narrow-minded" fashion by showing how exclusive real Biblical unity is. There is one body,
one Spirit, one hope (v. 4), one Lord, one faith, one baptism (v. 5), and "one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all" (v. 6).

So believers would be able to "grow up into Him who is the Head" (v. 15), Jesus established apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers (v. 11). Through these offices, the Holy Spirit (a) prepares God's people for works of
service, (b) builds up the body of Christ, (c) brings us to unity in the faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ, thus
enabling us to "become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ" (vs. 12-13).

Once this fullness is attained, believers won't be deceived and seduced by false teachings and false doctrines promoted
by cunning and crafty men, but will speak the truth in love.

How Does the Church Remain United?

Since Jesus is our "wisdom from God -- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption" (1 Corinthians 1:30), we
need to, "See that what [we] have heard from the beginning remains in [us]. If it does, [we] also will remain in the Son
and in the Father" (1 John 2:24).

As can be seen from John 15:4-11, it is imperative that the Church read, study, know, heed, and do the works of Jesus
as outlined in the Scriptures. "Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have
God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son" (2 John 1:9).

As members in the body of Christ, and with so much emphasis placed by Jesus on remaining in sound teaching, this
responsibility requires that we should not "let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels
disqualify [us] for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs
him up with idle notions. He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow" (Colossians 2:18-19).

If the body of Christ is indeed impotent and not doing the work of the Lord, is visible unity the answer? Or maybe it
needs to return to the teachings of Christ, the vine! Perhaps the Church needs to return to Christ-centered worship and
preaching of the Word by pastors who believe in the reality and reliability of Scripture, the virgin birth, the bodily
resurrection, salvation by grace through faith alone in Christ alone, and other foundational truths. Congregations need
to desire the Word of God preached and that sin be exposed rather than desire "make-me-feel-good" sermons, signs,
miracles, wonders, and unscriptural experiences as a substitute. Jesus says, "No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine."
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Can the Body of Christ Afford to Ignore Christ's Warnings?

In the Book of Revelation, Christ tells us what a church should be like:

1. Not tolerating wicked persons -- 2:2
2. Testing the life, doctrine, and claims of Christian leaders -- 2:2
3. Persevering in faith, love, witness, service, and suffering for Christ -- 2:3,10,13,19,26
4. Hating what God hates -- 2:6
5. Overcoming sin, Satan, and the ungodly world -- 2:7,11,17 26; 3:5,12,21
6. Refusing to conform to immorality in the world and worldliness in the church -- 2:24; 3:4
7. Keeping God's Word -- 3:8,10

The Book of Revelation also reveals that churches have a natural tendency to error, to be influenced and misled by
false teaching, and to adapt to the evil, anti-God elements of the world:

1. To the church at Ephesus, Jesus said, "You have forsaken your first love" (2:4);

2. To the church at Smyrna, Jesus said, "I know your afflictions and your poverty -- yet you are rich"
(2:9)! (Notice Jesus had no rebuke for this church that by man's standards was poor.);

3. To the church at Pergamum, Jesus said, "Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have
people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating
food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to
the teaching of the Nicolaitans" (2:14-15);

4. To the church in Thyatira, Jesus said, "Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads My servants into sexual immorality
and the eating of food sacrificed to idols" (2:20);

5. To the church at Sardis, Jesus said, "... I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you
are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete
in the sight of My God. Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But
if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you"
(3:1-3);

6. To the church at Philadelphia, Jesus said, "I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open
door that no-one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept My word and have not
denied My name" (3:8). (Notice that Jesus commends them for keeping His Word and for not denying His
name.); and

7. To the church in Laodicea, Jesus said, "I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you
were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm -- neither hot nor cold -- I am about to spit
you out of My mouth. You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked" (3:15-17).

By the end of the first century, only two churches out of seven are commended by Christ Himself. It seems the visible
Church does not have a very good track record.

What Should Christians Do?

As the unity/ecumenical pressure increases, those opposing will be considered obstructions to a so-called "move of
God." Any opposing views will be condemned as divisive, negative, proud, unloving, narrow, radical, or some other
malicious label. To be able to stand against the criticism, avoid unholy entanglements, and be confident of your
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position, we offer this checklist of questions as a guide to evaluate any ecumenical movement:

1. Is theology built on the 66 books of the Old and New Testament Scriptures used in context?;

2. Is the Biblical Christ the cornerstone?;

3. Is the bodily resurrection of the Biblical Jesus accepted and taught as literal, historical fact?;

4. Does the Biblical Jesus have preeminence in all areas?;

5. Do members love the Jesus Christ identified in the Scriptures, as evidenced by their obedience to His
Word?;

6. Is God's Word the final truth -- the last court of appeals in all matters of faith and doctrine?;

7. Is all worship, preaching, and teaching Christ-centered and leading to the Christ of the Bible?;

8. Do teachers promote the Word and the testimony of Jesus?; and

9. Are the Scriptures viewed as sufficient for all matters of life and godliness? Or are worldly philosophies
and pseudo-scientific teachings brought in under the guise of "All Truth Is God's Truth"?

Christians need to heed Jesus' prayer for unity, and desire, recognize, and work for His kind of unity -- not force or
promote an unbiblical one. Jesus Himself said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me" (John 14:6). This claim offends and excludes those who are not sold out to Him. In John 6, some
of Christ's disciples were offended by His teaching that "... no one can come to Me unless the Father has enabled him"
(v. 65). Because of this teaching, many disciples abandoned Jesus (v. 66) just like many do today because of His
teachings. After this reaction, Jesus turned to the twelve disciples -- His core group -- and asked, "You do not want to
leave too, do you?" (v. 67). Notice how Simon Peter responded: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. We believe and know that You are the Holy One of God" (vs. 68-69). No one else has the words which
lead to eternal life or can claim to be the eternal God; so how can Christians unite with any religious group that does
not believe as Peter did?

Don't let the siren song of the current unity movement lure you away from Biblical Christianity or cause you to make a
compromised commitment to the Jesus of the Bible. Instead, stand in true Biblical unity, "the faith that was once for
all entrusted to the saints" (Jude 3).

Foremost, we need to adhere to Christ's teachings, live for Him and through Him, and be willing even to die for Him
as martyrs are doing today in many foreign countries like China and the Sudan. Biblical unity will automatically follow
those whose love and faith in Jesus are more important than life itself. Then true, sold-out believers will be able to
stand for Biblical Christianity, do great works, and be witnesses to a fallen world. Combined with God's Word and our
testimony of Jesus and the genuine power of the Holy Spirit, Christ's Church will be an unblemished Bride occupying
this earthly home until the Bridegroom returns.

"'Yes, I am coming soon.' Amen. Come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20).

* This report has been excerpted and/or adapted from an article by Jim Weikal, Biblical Research and Instruction
Director, Bill Rudge Ministries, Newsletter, Vol. 19, No. 2., pp. 1-5.
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The New Birth*
One evangelist was asked why he preached so often on "Ye must be born again." He answered, "Because ye must be
born again." Have YOU been born again? Without it, you have no hope of escaping the terrors of hell or enjoying the
glories of heaven. The Lord Jesus said, "Ye must be born again" (John 3:7).

I. WHAT THE NEW BIRTH IS NOT 

1. It is not a religion. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a very strict religionist. He celebrated the Passover, paid tithes, said
prayers, brought sacrifices, and tried to keep the Law. To HIM the Lord Jesus said, "Ye must be born again."
Lawkeeping, joining the church, being baptized, or living up to a religious creed will not save you. There will be many
in hell who did all of these things. Will you? Ye MUST be born again.

2. It is not morality. You may try to keep the golden rule, pay your bills, be a good neighbor, keep out of jail, and
live a clean moral life, but that won't save you.

It is not recorded that our Lord said, "Ye must be born again," to cowardly, vacillating Pilate, or to two-faced,
hypocritical Judas. Why? Because you would say, "I know miserable hypocrites like Judas and men like Pilate need to
be born again, but I'm not like them. I wouldn't betray Christ with a kiss after professing to be His friend. I wouldn't
order Jesus to be beaten and then turn Him over to a howling, blood-thirsty mob to be crucified. Gangsters, thugs,
adulterers, whore-mongers, liars, drunkards, and gamblers need to be born again, but not I. I'm all right."

My friend, do you realize that God's Son spoke these words on the new birth to a man who was doing his best to gain
heaven? Without a doubt, he was neither a crook, drunkard, nor gambler. He was a true husband, a good neighbor, a
man of clean morals, and religious. If he needed to be born again, so do you. How do you expect to make it to heaven
without being born again if Nicodemus couldn't?

3. It is not reformation. Even if you would quit all your meanness, that would not be the new birth. Your trouble is
not on the outside, but on the inside. You don't need exterior decoration but interior regeneration. Satan wants you to
rest in a false peace. We warn you in Jesus' name, don't be satisfied unless you have been born again.

II. WHAT THE NEW BIRTH IS 

1. It is a mystery you cannot explain, but a reality no man can explain away. "The wind bloweth where it listeth
(pleaseth), and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every
one that is born of the Spirit" (John 3:8). Just as Nicodemus could not understand or explain the wind, so no man can
understand or explain the new birth.

But the wind is a reality no man can explain away. Only a fool would say, "I don't believe in the wind because I have
never seen it and I can't understand it."

See the wind move the big limbs of an oak. Watch the wind tear a house to splinters. You cannot deny the reality of
wind! You cannot see the Holy Spirit. You cannot explain Him. But see His mighty power make the harlot pure, the
liar honest, the drunkard sober, the blasphemer pray, and then try to deny the reality of it.

2. It is the work of God by which a poor, lost, guilty, hell-deserving sinner who receives the Lord Jesus receives a
new nature, becomes a child of God, and begins a new life. It is a second birth, a spiritual birth.

Physical life begins by birth. Spiritual life begins the same way--not by joining a church and becoming religious. You
cannot JOIN the family of God, you must be BORN into it. Someone has said, "You can't make a Christian out of
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anybody." True, Christians are not made, they are born.

A birth is the coming into being of a new life which has the nature of its parents. When you were born the first time,
you were made a partaker of the old nature, the sinful nature we all received from Adam. When you are born again,
you become a partaker of the divine nature (II Peter 1:4).

No matter what kind of a religious profession you have made, no matter how good a person you may be morally,
unless you have been made a partaker of the divine nature, you are not saved. God gives you this new nature the
moment you receive His Son. It is instantaneous. You can no more be born again by degrees than you can shoot a
firecracker by degrees.

When you are born again, you begin living a new life; it is the evidence of the new Life dwelling within you. That is
what happened when you were born the first time; you began living a life you had never lived before.

Some think they are going to heaven just because they went forward in a meeting. Be sure you are born again. There
may be a more spectacular change in the life of one who is a drunken, railing blasphemer, but even in you who have
not been down deep in sin, there is bound to be a change when you are born again. There will be a new attitude
towards the Lord Jesus Christ, His Word, and His people.

Are you SURE you have been born again? If you are not certain about this most solemn matter, read on (John 3:36--
"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.").

III. WHY YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 

1. Because the Lord Jesus Christ said so. That ought to settle it.

2. Because you have a sinful nature. The nature we all receive from Adam is fallen, corrupt, and totally depraved.
God says the heart of man is desperately wicked and deceitful above all things (Jeremiah 17:9). With this old nature,
you could not even enjoy yourself in heaven, let alone rejoice in God's presence and worship Him. Instead, the lost are
destined for a Christless eternity--an eternal hell-fire beyond the most horrible description. Heaven is a holy place.
When you are born again, God gives you a new nature that you might desire holy things, now and in heaven.

3. Because you cannot save yourself. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9). "Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us ..." (Titus 3:5a). Now don't skip lightly over these two quotations
from God's Holy Word. Read them again and again until the truth grips you. You cannot save yourself--you MUST be
born again--and that by the sovereign will of Almighty God.

IV. HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN 

"He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:11-13).

1. It is not of blood. You are not a Christian just because your parents may be. You do not inherit salvation from your
parents. Even though your folks may be saved, if you have not been born again, you are lost.

2. Nor of the will of the flesh. It is not by your own efforts and will power. You will fail. So why not stop trying to
work your way to heaven? Instead of trying, trust, receive, depend upon the One who died and rose again.

3. Nor of the will of man. It is not brought about by any of man's religious creeds, systems, or ceremonies. No man or
organization can do anything to you or for you that will make you a child of God. Join what you will, go through
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ceremony after ceremony, memorize creeds, and try to keep the rules and regulations of man-made systems, but it will
not save you.

4. But of God. The Lord Jesus said you must be born "of the SPIRIT." It is 100% God's work, not yours. It is a
miracle. Only God can perform it. If God has not done a work in your life, you are not born again. Your part is to
believe God's record about you: You must believe that you are a lost, worthless sinner, and in desperate need of a
Savior. You must repent of your sins and receive the Lord Jesus Christ as both Lord and Saviour. He died on Calvary's
cross, satisfying the righteousness and justice of God, that He might take your sins and punishment upon Himself. He
arose and is seated today as God's Man at the right hand of the Majesty on high (see Hebrews 1:3), and He is offered
to you as God's only way of salvation (see John 14:6). When you receive HIM, you will be saved, for Paul says we are
"... children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26).

You do not receive Christ by taking communion, or by being baptized, or by joining a church, or by any other human
effort. You receive Christ by faith and trust alone in His finished work on the cross. 

Ye MUST be born again!

* Adapted from a tract by Paul J. Levin; Bible Tracts, Inc.; Normal, Illinois.
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God's Sovereign Election to Salvation

"We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or born again; that regeneration
consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; that it is effected in a manner above our comprehension
by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to
the gospel; and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance, and faith, and newness of
life." (Quoted from: BAPTIST CHURCH MANUAL, Revised, J.M. Pendleton, 1966, Broadman Press,
Nashville, Tennessee, pp. 49-50)

Believers are born into God's family, NOT by man's will but by God's will. We are not free to choose Christ at any
time. Man's will is in BONDAGE to his nature. But God's people -- believing sinners -- shall be WILLING in the day
of His power, when Jesus Christ is revealed for Who He is, the Savior of the sinners (John 1:13; Psa. 110:3; Phil.
2:13).

Salvation is the miraculous gift of God's grace given to all who believe on the Son (i.e., to all whom God has
sovereignly ELECTED to salvation). It includes all that God does in saving the elect from the penalty, power, and
presence of sin, and in restoring them to a right relationship with God. As such, it is solely the work of God from
initiation to completion. It cannot be gained by good works, but is a free gift for all whom God has ENABLED to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross. All who so put their faith in Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord have been forgiven and saved from their sins and declared righteous before God (Christ's
righteousness is imputed to the sinner [Rom. 4:22-24], not "infused" as Roman Catholicism teaches -- i.e., believers
have been declared righteous, not made righteous), and have been born into the family of God by the regenerating
work of the Holy Spirit. God's purpose for saving His elect is so that they bring glory to Him by their lives (Rom. 1:16;
10:17; Acts 16:14b; Eph. 1:7; 2:8,9; Jn. 1:12,13; Rom. 9:16; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 1:6; Titus 2:11-14; 3:5-7; 1 Pe. 1:18-
19; Jn. 5:40; 6:44; 3:36; 5:24; 1 Jn. 5:1).

Because of man's depravity, blindness, and rebellious nature, salvation is possible only as a gift without merit; i.e.,
grace alone is efficacious to the saving of the soul (Eph. 2:8,9). This "gift" of salvation includes all things necessary as
evidence that one has trusted Christ; i.e., the faith necessary to trust Christ and the repentant heart necessary to turn
from sin to Christ are both gifts from God to His elect (Acts 13:48; Eph, 2:8,9; Phil. 1:29; Rom. 2:4; Acts 5:31; 11:18;
14:27; 2 Tim. 2:25).

A life of obedience to the law -- that which God demands -- has been performed by the doing and the dying of Jesus
Christ -- His sinless life and His obedient death. Sinners are enabled to present the righteousness of Christ to God by
faith. Therefore, total forgiveness is granted by God based on the substitutional death of Christ on behalf of the
believer, thereby imputing to the believer the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ. All believers acknowledge their
sinful condition and trust in the death of Christ to pay the penalty for sin past, present, and future (1 Jn. 1:9). To
acknowledge sin as sin is a confession that characterizes believers. The responsibility of believers is to flee all
unrighteousness (1 Thes. 1:9b; 1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22), having an appreciation for the cleansing ministry of Jesus
Christ (1 Jn. 2:1,2).

A "Christian," then, is the result of the creative act which Scripture calls regeneration -- a new birth. In order to be
saved, sinners must be "born again" (Jn. 3:3,5; Eph. 2:1,5; 1 Jn. 5:1), which is the new creation in Christ Jesus (2 Cor.
5:17; Col 2:13; Jn. 3:8). It occurs the instant a person believes on and receives the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord (Acts 16:30,31); i.e., it is not a process (Jn. 5:24). In the new birth, the one dead in trespasses and in sins is made
a partaker of the divine nature and receives eternal life, the free gift of God (Rom. 3:23; 6:23).

Q & A on Election

Q: I still don't agree with your view on election, I think it's fraught with too many contradictions with Scripture.
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A: There are no contradictions with Scripture, only with man's desire to make himself sovereign over God, rather than
vice versa.

Q: How does one reconcile the numerous verses where God says it is not His wish that any should perish, but that all
should go to heaven? Here's the crux of the matter: how could God possibly claim this, that He wishes all could go to
heaven, if He very well knows that He hasn't enabled all, by regenerating them, to "accept" Christ? This is tough for
Christians themselves to answer.

A: This is not hard at all to answer. You are referring to 2 Pe. 3:9 -- "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
Notwithstanding the fact that God is writing to His elect (NOT the entire world of humanity -- see Peter's introduction
to this epistle), God is expressing His "Desiretive"/"moral" will, which is not to be confused with His
"Declarative"/"Determinative"/"Decretive"/"Predestined" will (e.g., the creation of the world or the eternal doom of
Satan). A sovereign God desires, or has pleasure in (e.g., that all be saved), the accomplishment of that which He does
NOT necessarily declare or determine or decree or predestine will be accomplished. God also commands (i.e., desires)
obedience from all, but He does not declare or determine or decree or predestine it so, but nevertheless, holds us
accountable for our disobedience. 

Acts 3:19 (KJV) [Repent] ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
Acts 8:22 (KJV) [Repent] therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine
heart may be forgiven thee.
Acts 17:30 (KJV) And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every
where to [repent]:
Acts 26:20 (KJV) But showed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the
coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should [repent] and turn to God, and do works meet
for repentance.

This is God's desiretive will displayed in all four of the verses above, yet He has not decreed that all will repent. Only
those will repent who have been GRANTED repentance by God:

Acts 11:18 (KJV) When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then
hath God also to the Gentiles GRANTED REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE.

Back to this verse (2 Pe. 3:9), God patiently waits until all the ELECT are brought to repentance, that none of them
may perish. (This is to whom Peter writes in both of his letters -- the ELECT -- 1 Pe. 1:1; 2 Pe. 1:10.) (See also 2 Pe.
3:9; Ezek. 18:23, 32; 33:11; Acts 17:30; Rom. 2:4.)

Q: Election is hard in witnessing because it violates God's attributes (His love for all and the fact that Christ died for
the sins of the whole world). Therein lies another dilemma -- Why did God say Christ died for the sins of the whole
world while He very well knew He would only enable a few to benefit from it? He might as well have said that Christ
died only for the sins of those whom God had chosen.

A: This is flawed logic. God had to die for the sins of the whole world, or He would not be able to hold all responsible
for their unbelief. If He had not provided for (through the blood of Christ) the salvation of all, He would be unjust in
requiring that they all repent. His justice requires that the Guiltless One die for the guilty (Rom. 3:23-26). No one
could be held accountable for NOT turning to Christ for salvation unless there is a sense in which God has appointed
His Christ to be the Savior of all the guilty ones. When Christ judges the wicked (Rev. 20 -- the Great White Throne
Judgment), it will be evident that He does so in full justice! (Romans 3:25,26):

Moreover, who are we to question God for His sovereign election?
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Romans 9:14-26 (KJV) What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For he
saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will
have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth
mercy. For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might
show my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore hath he
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. Thou wilt say then unto me, Why
doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against
God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter
power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What
if God, willing to show his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels
of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only,
but also of the Gentiles? As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people;
and her beloved, which was not beloved. And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto
them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God.

Q: What logic was there in Christ saying to us to go and make disciples of all nations when He knew quite clearly that
only a few have been enabled to accept the message? He could have said for us to go and preach the Gospel only to
those whom God had enabled to accept Christ.

A: By man's "logic," there would indeed be no reason to evangelize. But God says this is the means He will use to
bring the elect to repentance. By your logic, we could also ask "why should we pray?" The old saying that "prayer
changes things," holds no water for a sovereign God. God's sovereign will controls all -- the purpose of prayer is to
line up our wills with the will of God. The purpose of evangelizing is to obey and to be used by Him in His glorious
purposes. Some of the greatest preachers of election of all time (e.g. Edwards, Spurgeon, etc.) were great evangelists.
Why, if only the elect would be saved? Because God commanded it, and these were men of great faith and great
obedience.

Q: Your theory of election has frightening questions which seem to violate who God is. I'm not accusing you of being
a heretic -- all I'm saying is I prefer Dave Hunt's Arminianism because, even though it has HUGE problems, these
don't contradict what we already know about God, but they cannot be answered because we simply don't have that info
in the Bible.

A: This is nonsense. The reason Arminians don't like election is because it puts total control in God's hands, i.e., it
makes salvation all of God and none of man. In our flesh, we don't like that. How is God's character violated (as Dave
Hunt teaches in his almost maniacal rantings against the sovereignty of God) when we say salvation is all of Him and
none of us? In the Romans' verses I quoted above, God says all are depraved, and from that pool of ALL depraved
humanity, God has mercy on some to salvation. That is perfectly in character with God's holy Nature. The question
should be, "Why does God save anyone?" Are we going to ask the Potter, "Why did you make me like this?" (Rom.
9:19-21)? God forbid!

Q: For instance, Hunt's assertion that foreknowledge is the cause of predestination elicits the question, "How could
God know something was going to happen if He hadn't decided it should happen?" In our human realm, it's
impossible, but I don't see any contradiction with Scripture if I assert that it has to be possible with God, as opposed to
what you espouse which answers that question (by saying He knows because He's decided it will happen), but in the
process seemingly contradicts God's attributes (as I've explained above).

A: This is a misconception of the Bible's use of the word "foreknow." God's sovereign plan of "deciding what will
happen," does not contradict His attributes at all! In fact, this supports His sovereignty. Do you think that God is
surprised by what happens in this world? An omniscient God is surprised by nothing. If He had not decreed everything
to happen in His sovereign plan, or at the minimum, decreed the framework from which everything happens according
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to His plan, He'd have to be surprised, and THAT would violate His character. 

Q: The question of the "regenerate unbeliever" is another hot one! We're told that one cannot choose Christ because he
cannot will to do so, but that once we're regenerated, we "cannot avoid" choosing Christ (irresistible Grace).

A: That's correct. No more than we can avoid choosing diesel fuel for a car that our mechanic has pulled the gas
engine and replaced it with a diesel engine. Our choice is a "free will" choice, but the choice is now "bound" by the
new engine. This analogy is a good one for the new heart in "choosing Christ" -- it's a free will choice, but the choice
is bound up in the fact that our will follows the new heart and, therefore, can make no other choice.

Q: We can safely say, for the sake of argument, that once regenerated, we're at the same "spiritual level" as Adam was
before Adam sinned. But Adam was able to "resist" God's will, just as much as a regenerate person could choose to
"resist" accepting Christ.

A: The Bible does not tell us the nature of Adam's heart when He sinned. We cannot at all "safely say" what spiritual
level Adam was at when he sinned. That was a completely different dispensation (The Age of Innocence). Also,
having been given a regenerate heart does not mean that it renders one unable to sin. A regenerate man still has the
Adamic nature, which we struggle against throughout our time of sanctification (Rom. 7). Therefore, to fall back on
Adam as an example is meaningless. [Some Sovereign Grace theologians make a good case that Adam, in his perfect
innocence at creation, did have free will in the truest sense -- he could choose good or evil by a will totally unbound by
the fallen nature. As we know, he chose to sin, thereby resulting in the Fall and the imputation of a sin nature to all of
humanity, to which the will then became bound, both his will by imputation, and our wills by inheritance.]

Q: What do you see as the difference between the will of man and the will of the flesh (John 1:13)? If there is a
difference, which one is totally depraved, or are both totally depraved?

A: Both come from the depraved nature of man.

Q: The Calvinist (you call it Biblical) position elects certain men to salvation and certain men to damnation?

A: Some argue for a double-election. But I think Romans 9:20-23 is quite clear. All have sinned and are destined for a
Christless eternity. But God, in His grace, elected some (from the pile of depraved clay) for glory. Those not elected
are LEFT in their depraved condition, NOT elected to it.

Q: Are you stating that God is willing to predestinate some to everlasting bliss and others to everlasting suffering?

A: I think this was covered in my answer above. ALL are destined to everlasting suffering, BUT for God's grace in
electing some for salvation. Why does He elect some and not others? The question should be, "Why has He elected
anybody?" Because of His mercy and grace, some He has DECLARED righteous and IMPUTED the righteousness of
His Son.

Q: Was I, before I got saved, in Adam or in Christ? If I was in Christ, did I fall out of Christ, get into Adam, and then
get out of Adam and back into Christ?

A: This question doesn't make any sense. You can be of the elect and still not YET be saved, because God has not yet
regenerated your heart. But, in God's good time, all the elect will be saved.
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Q: Jesus said: "... how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her
wings, and ye would not!"

A: Of course they would not -- they were not elect. Nevertheless, Jesus DESIRED that they be saved, yea, even
COMMANDED obedience (which is impossible without Christ).

Q: Luke 13:34, how can the Calvinist (you call it Biblical) position state that the will of man plays no part in the
performance of the will of God?

A: The will of man plays NO part -- that is correct. If man's will can in any way whatsoever trigger the "performance"
(your word) of the will of God, then God is NOT the Almighty Sovereign He claims Himself to be in the Bible.
Salvation is either all of God or none of God.

Q: Jesus said He "would" but the people said we "would not."

A: Not until He grants them the faith and the power to repent; i.e., regenerates them with a new heart. The will of man
is bound by his nature. New nature, new will. The old nature WILL NOT, yea CANNOT, choose Christ. The new
nature WILL "choose" Christ -- no other choice can be made. That is what is meant by the phrase -- "Man's will,
bound yet free." Man's will is always bound by his nature.

Q: Many modern-day Arminians are in opposition to the view that "faith" comes to us as a "bestowed gift."

A: Speaking purely from my own salvation experience, if this were not a "bestowed gift" in my believing, working,
and persevering, I don't have an egg's chance of surviving a trip over Niagara Falls. I don't know a single thing that I
ever did which was acceptable to God that was not a "bestowed gift." John Bunyan once said that the best prayer he
ever uttered had enough sin in it to damn the world, and I must plead the same depravity as Bunyan. Faith is indeed
the "bestowed gift" of God, for it is His own creative work by the Word of God and its use by the Holy Spirit. We are
born "OF" (ek) the Spirit, BY (I) the Word of God. We are distinctly told that it is "not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:13). Whatever is essential to salvation is a "work," and whatever is a
"work" is a "condition," and whatever is a "condition" is what the Holy Spirit "bestows" upon us in accomplishing the
making of us new creations in Christ. The real issue is, "Who is sufficient for these things? -- God or man?" "For who
maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7).

Q: Isn't it clear that God has a will, the people have a will; God willed one thing, the people willed the opposite;
therefore God's will was not performed? This is a common occurrence throughout the Scriptures. How can you explain
this from the Bible?

A: Shame on you! Do you realize what you are saying? "Man can prevent God's will from functioning"!!! I'm sorry,
but you have just made man sovereign and God subject to man's will! You are confused between God allowing
something to happen and being forced to go along with the flow of man's will. This is very dangerous ground to be on.

And so the way is prepared for that caricature of gospel preaching, that consists chiefly in begging the
sinner to come to Jesus before it is too late, leaves the false impression that it is quite in his power to come
today or tomorrow, or whatever time may be convenient to him, and that presents a very willing but
powerless Jesus, that would ever be pleased to save the sinner, but is incapable to do so unless the sinner
gives his consent. The "whosoever will may come" is presented as meaning: "All men can will to come
whenever they please." And instead of the truth of the gospel that no man can come to Christ unless the
Father draw him, we now hear; "No, Christ cannot come to the sinner, unless the sinner permit him!" Here
is a fair example of it: "God is ready, God is willing, God is eager, God is anxious, God is pleading for the
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privilege of washing away the sins of every soul in the precious blood of His son and heir. But His hands
are tied, His power is limited, His grace is constrained by you. If you want to be saved, God is willing to
save you. If you don't want to be saved, there isn't anything that even God can do to rescue you from that
pit of eternal burning." That is what becomes of the preaching of the gospel when the truth of God's
sovereign grace is either forgotten or denied. Call it the gospel, if you like; to me it is nothing short of
blasphemy of the name of the living God! An anxious and pleading God, whose power is limited, and
whose hands may be tied by the proud and stubborn sinner, who is less than dust of the balance, is no God,
but a miserable idol! (Herman Hoeksema (1886-1965) in Whosoever Will).

Note on Calvinism vs. Arminianism -- The "Five Points of Calvinism" 

The five points of Calvinism were in response to the heretical teachings of Arminius, not vice versa. In fact, Arminius
"five points" (i.e., "five articles of faith") were drawn up in 1610 by his followers, one year AFTER Arminias's death.
The Arminians presented these five doctrines to the state of Holland in the form of a Remonstrance, protesting the
Belgic Confession of Faith and the Heidelberg Catechism, and demanding that the official standards of the Church of
Holland be changed to conform to the "five articles." In 1618, the Synod of Dort  was called to examine each of the
five views of Arminius as detailed in the Remonstrance; it met in 154 sessions over a seven month period, culminating
in 1619 with a total rejection of all five points. Knowing a mere rejection would be insufficient, the so-called "five
points of Calvinism" were set out to specifically answer each of the five articles of Arminius: (See also, "Five Points,"
by G.A. Chan.)

(1) Calvinists believe man is Totally Depraved in all his faculties, dead in trespasses and sins, and
completely unable to turn to God apart from regenerating grace. Arminians, on the other hand, contend
that man's depravity has not rendered him incapable of savingly exercising his will in trusting Christ for
salvation. Arminians, therefore, emphasize the so-called free will of man, while Calvinists stress the free
grace of God.

(2) Calvinists maintain that Election is Unconditional, arising from God's free and sovereign grace. In
opposition to this truth, the main body of Arminians affirm election to be conditional, issuing forth from
God's foreknowledge of faith in some whom He then designates as His elect: “Some Arminians contend
God does not [even] know the free actions of men, not because He cannot know them, but because He
chooses not to do so” (Abstract of Systematic Theology, Boyce, p. 120).

(3) Calvinists avow the atonement was specifically made for God's elect only. Hence, they hold to
Particular Redemption or Definite Atonement. Because of this position, they are wrongly accused by
Arminians of believing in a Limited Atonement. In reality, it is the Arminians, not the Calvinists, who
limit the atonement, for, in their system of belief, Christ died for all men equally, rendering all men
savable, but securing the salvation of no one.

(4) Calvinists affirm that God's grace is always effectual in saving the elect. This truth is sometimes
referred to as Irresistible Grace. Although saving grace is irresistible, it is so, not because the sinner is
saved against his will, but because he is made willing to be saved through the change of his nature, and
thus, his will in the new birth (Psalm 110:3). Many Calvinists prefer to call this truth the Effectual Call or
Efficacious Grace. Arminians, on the other hand, believe that the sinner can effectively resist the grace of
God until he ultimately thwarts God's purpose to save him. It is evident, therefore, whom Arminians
regard to be sovereign. -- Arminians make man to be the sovereign and God to be bound by man's choice.

(5) Calvinists maintain that the elect who have been born again will persevere in their faith and never fall
away so as to be lost forever. This is the doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints. While they do
believe in the eternal security of the born-again believer, Calvinists do not teach that every person who
professes faith in Christ is thereby saved and eternally secure (i.e., false professors are not saved).
Arminians are divided on this issue. Some Arminians believe in the security of the professed believer, e.g.,
the General Baptists of England, most modern Baptists, and some others. Indeed, it is because of an
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Arminians' belief in the security of the believer that they deny they are Arminians (e.g., Dave Hunt). Other
Arminians contend that believers can fall away from Christ so as to be finally lost in hell (e.g., Free Will
Baptists, Wesleyans, Campbellites, and Pentecostals).

The soteriological (salvational) concepts of Calvinists are always consistent with the sovereignty of God. Indeed,
God's sovereignty, along with the Biblical revelation of His nature and attributes, is the foundational truth on which all
other aspects of soteriology are founded. In contrast, Arminian soteriology rests upon the so-called free will of man, as
did Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism from whose roots Arminianism has developed. Instead of pointing men to a
sovereign God whose grace alone can save, Arminianism relies on the supposed sufficiency of the human will to
choose to be saved when influenced by the gospel. Thus, the foundational doctrine of Arminianism is man's alleged
free will, not God's free grace; its chief emphasis is human merit, not divine sovereignty; it worships at the altar of
choice not mercy; it stresses what is fair, not just; and it elevates humanity, not deity.

The Arminian tree has produced much rotten fruit. Arminianism has produced so-called decisional salvation with its
anxious seats, mourners benches, counseling rooms, and the modern invitation, which is nothing less than a
psychological tool to coerce people into professing faith in Christ. With its emphasis on fairness and God's owing
every person the same opportunity to be saved, it has given rise to contemporary humanism and the whole modern-day
rights movement. Because human choice is the high doctrine of this system, to which every other teaching must be
adjusted, many sinful and abominable practices based on the so-called right of choice have developed wherever
Arminianism has prevailed. [Adapted and/or excerpted from an article by Royce Smith.]
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The Doctrine of Repentance In Salvation*
C.H. Spurgeon once made the statement: "Brethren, we shall not adjust our Bible to the age, but the age to the Bible."

We are living in a day and age where man is taught to think good thoughts, high thoughts, wonderful thoughts about
himself. Within the last 20 years or so there has been a covert invasion in Christianity in America without hardly a
whimper of protest. This invasion can best be described as "Christian" psychology, which is nothing more than
watered-down humanism. While there are millions of people searching for answers to their complicated problems
created by their increasingly complex lives, psychology comes along and attempts to answer and solve man's sin
problems and its consequences through the building up and restoration of man's self-esteem and self-image. We are
told today to get in touch with our inner self and ask the question: "How do you feel about yourself?" The bottom line
is, it doesn't amount to a hill of beans what we think or feel about ourselves, but what does the Bible say and teach.

This matrimony between psychology and Christianity has created an unholy alliance which is producing some strange
children that are permitting, promoting, and preaching deceiving, dangerous, and damnable false doctrines. This
diabolical psychobabble of self-love is sweeping through churches today among self-seeking men in a self-centered
society whose greatest problem is a desire to worship at the altar of self. The apostle Paul warned us that one of the
characteristics of the last days would be that "men shall be lovers of their own selves" (2 Tim. 3:2).

I'm afraid many so-called fundamental/evangelical churches and preachers have fallen into the trap of teaching this
mushy self-worth propaganda that seeks to camouflage itself in robes of charity and tolerance. Churches and preachers
alike are abandoning their God-called purpose of holding up the mirror of God's Word and graphically revealing to
man what he really looks like in the sight of a holy God. The missing message in modern-day preaching is the Biblical
doctrine of repentance, where a sinner is convinced and convicted of his exceeding sinfulness and lost condition.

Christ Preached Repentance

"Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel" (Mark 1:14-15).

When the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, appeared upon the scene in His public ministry, He came preaching
the narrow and exclusive doctrines of repentance and faith. If Jesus felt compelled to preach such a message before a
lost and dying world, so should we. Galatians 1:6-9 teaches that there is only one gospel, and if any gospel message
leaves out the doctrine of repentance or faith or both, you can be assured it is a false gospel.

Meaning of Repentance

The words "repent," "repentance," and "repented" are mentioned over 100 times in the Bible. There has been a lot of
misunderstanding and confusion over what the word repentance means. When the word "repent" is used in the Word
of God in the context of Biblical salvation, it is referring to a truly God-given, Spirit-led change of heart and mind
toward God about sin.

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out ..." (Acts 3:19).

The greatest need for any sinner is have his sins blotted out, but a man will never have the pardon of sin while he is in
love with his sin. There must be a hatred of sin, a loathing of it, a turning from it. Repentance is a revolution in
dealing with our attitude and view towards sin and righteousness. Repentance is not something one does with his
hands, but it is an inward attitude of the soul. Sin must become, in the eyes of the sinner, exceedingly sinful.

All Sinners Are Condemned
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Everyone knows they are not perfect, but for most sinners that is consolation, not condemnation. But the Bible declares
all sinners are already condemned:

"For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be
saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3:17-18).

The problem is "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Rom.3:23). Man, in his lost, sinful, condemned
state, has failed to glorify God. Until a person becomes personally exceedingly sinful in his own eyes, he will never
see his need for repentance. Eph.2:1 says man is spiritually dead; Rom.3:10 and Isa.64:6 tells us no one is righteous
before a holy God; Rom.3:19 says all stand guilty and condemned before God; Eph.4:18 declares all sinners are
separated from God whose hearts and minds are blinded so that they cannot understand God or the things of God.

Repentance basically involves two facts: the fact of sin and the fact of God's grace. If a person is not a sinner, he
would not need to repent, and if God was not the God of all grace, it would do no good to repent. Repentance implies
sin, sorrow for it, and a changed attitude towards God about it.

It should also be stressed that repentance itself is not a human act, but comes only from God (Rom.2:4) -- it is a divine
gift of God (Acts 5:31; 11:18; 2 Tim. 2:25).

The Nature of Repentance

In true Biblical repentance, there will be three things to occur as God does a work of grace upon the sinner's heart:

1) Conviction -- where sin is admitted. Man must see himself as a lost, ruined, guilty, desperately wicked sinner
without hope or help, in danger of hell. In repentance, a lost sinner not only sees himself as a sinner, but he recognizes
the fact that he has sinned against a righteous and holy God. The message that Paul preached was: "repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21). In repentance, there will be confession of sin to God (Psa.
32:5; 51:1-4).

2) Contrition -- where sin is abhorred. When one sees himself as he appears before God, he is brought to a place
where there is godly sorrow for his sin and hates it altogether.

"For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin." (Psa. 38:18); "For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented of ..." (2 Cor. 7:10).

To hate sin is to love God. In true repentance, there is not only the desire to escape the consequences of sin, but to be
rid of sin itself as a thing displeasing to God.

3) Conversion -- where sin is abandoned. Repentance involves the forsaking of sin:

"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon" (Isa. 55:7); "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Prov.
28:13).

Repentance is not only a heart broken for sin, but also from sin. We must forsake what we would have God forgive.

It should be stressed that it is not enough just to turn away from sin; one must also turn to God for salvation:

"... to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins ... should repent and turn to God ..." (Acts 26:18,20).

In true repentance, there is conviction, contrition, and conversion as one turns from his sin to Christ for salvation.
Salvation is deliverance of a person from his sin, not merely from a sinful environment. Jesus Christ is the Saviour
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from not only the penalty and punishment of sin, but also the power of sin.

Why Did Jesus Come?

"... I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Matt. 9:13).

The reason Jesus came to this earth was to call sinners to repentance. Those who did not see themselves as sinners,
deserving God's wrath, were not candidates for God's salvation. The sinner must reject his own righteousness, because
Jesus did not come to call the righteous, not even the self-righteous. The only way a sinner will come to reject his own
righteousness is by coming face to face with his own wickedness. You can take it from the lips of Jesus Himself as a
settled issue that He will not call the righteous. Only those to whom it is revealed (by God's Spirit) that they are lost,
depraved, ungodly sinners will respond to the calling of the Saviour in salvation.

All Sinners Commanded To Repent and Believe

Jesus soundly declared the message in His day: "repent ye, and believe the gospel." Repentance and faith are
inseparable and occur simultaneously in a sinner's heart; you cannot have one without the other. The order as given in
the Bible is repentance and faith (Mark 1:15; Acts 20:21; 26:20; 2 Tim. 2:25; Heb. 6:1).

Repentance is turning from sin; and faith is turning to Christ. Repentance comes about through the convicting
power of the Spirit of God using the Word of God to cause a change of attitude, action, and affection.

Saving faith is trust in and reliance on the Lord Jesus Christ as one's personal Lord and Saviour. Saving faith is
believing with your heart; it is coming to Christ, receiving Christ, looking to Christ, calling upon Christ to save your
soul.

Yes, Jesus said you must repent and believe the gospel, because the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto
salvation, to every one that believes (Rom. 1:16). The gospel, the good news for every sinner, is that Christ died on the
cross for our sins, as our Substitute, and shed His precious blood to wash away our sins, and arose from the dead on
the third day in order that we might have the forgiveness of sins and have eternal life through Him. Salvation of one's
soul is the most important thing in this whole world.

But repentance without faith is nothing more than remorse or regret. And faith without repentance makes Christ
nothing more than a fire escape. There must be a work of repentance and faith upon the sinner's heart before salvation
can become a reality. Repentance is caused by the working of the Holy Spirit who takes the Sword of the Spirit and
slays the sinner's self-righteousness, self- goodness, self-decency, self-esteem, and causes him to cry out: "God be
merciful to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13) and "what must I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30).

Serious Questions To Consider

Is the preaching of repentance important?

Jesus thought so enough that He preached it. John the Baptist preached it (Matt. 3:1-2). The apostles were commanded
to preach it: "And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47).

Who is commanded to repent?

"And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:"
(Acts 17:30).

The good, the bad, the rich, the poor, the old, the young, the educated, the uneducated -- every man must repent
because we are all sinners. Notice it is God's command that 
is to be obeyed, now.
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What happens if you don't repent?

"I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3,5).

The worst thing in the world for any person is to perish in their sins without Christ as their Saviour and spend an
eternity in the lake of fire, to be tormented and suffer forever and ever.

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved" (John 3:16-17).

Turn from yourself and sin and turn to the Lord Jesus Christ to save your soul -- that is the sinner's only hope.

* Excerpted and/or adapted from an article in the 4/98 Plains Baptist Challenger: WHAT HAPPENED TO THE
DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE?, by Dean Robinson. The original of the article can be found at
<http://www.llano.net/baptist/pbc-4-98.htm>.
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Those Who Are Born Again by the Holy Spirit Continue In The Faith
The Easy-Believism "Converts" Do Not*

Colossians 1:21-23a -- And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in [your] mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and [be] not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard,

There is a heresy that is being taught that says a person may "get saved," live a Christian life for a certain length of
time, and then "get lost" again. Others teach that a person may "get saved" and live a Christian life for a time and then
go back to his old ways. He goes back to sins and cannot be distinguished from a lost person. This school of thought
affirms that such a person will still go to heaven when he dies because he is still saved (even though "carnal"). Let us
look at the Scriptures which make it very clear what the truth is concerning this matter of salvation. We will find that
those who are truly born again will continue in the faith.

Our Text is an assurance of salvation. It is a proof that one is born again. If one does not continue in the faith, he was
never saved. The Scriptures tell us that when we are saved we have everlasting life. We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit
by whom we are sealed unto the day of redemption, and that God will continue the work that He begins in us.

The Bible tells us when we are saved we are new creatures in Christ, born again, washed in the blood of Christ, have
our names written in heaven, and have a mansion prepared for us in glory. There will be no empty mansions in heaven
nor empty seats at the marriage supper of the Lamb because so-called members of the Bride have turned back to sin.
Once you are saved, you are saved eternally, and the proof is: "If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled." If you
turn away from the faith, it is proof you were never saved in the first place.

If a person is living in sin, that person is lost. No matter how many aisles he walked, no matter how many preacher's
hands he shook, no matter how many times he got baptized, no matter what he did or what he claims. If he is living in
sin, he is lost. A Christian may fall into sin, but he will not live in sin.

1 Thessalonians 3:8 -- For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

Christians continue in the faith. Those who are born again go on, thick or thin. They don't turn back. They continue:
"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world" (Titus 2:11-13).

The salvation package comes with this teaching. The same grace that saves, teaches. The faith that comes by hearing
the Word of God is tried, tried, and tried again. It will come forth as gold, though it be tried with fire. It is much more
precious than gold that perisheth, because the faith that brings salvation does not perish.

These are proof Scriptures. Look back at I Thessalonians 3:8. Isn't that a strong statement? "... now we live, if ye stand
fast in the Lord." If the "ye" doesn't stand fast in the Lord, then it is not "we." It becomes "I." Anyone who is called a
brother, anyone who claims to be saved, we normally take them at their word until they prove themselves otherwise. If
they are not saved, in time they will prove themselves not saved.

There are multitudes who have been told by someone that they are all right, that they are going to heaven, when
they've never truly come to know the Lord. They have never been born again. Their life never changed. They never
repented. They have not ceased to do evil and learned to do well. They never believed the Gospel. They never received
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ personally. They simply said, "Okay, yes, all right, I'll agree, I'll do, you lead, I'll
follow." They followed some man or some organization and never came to know the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Multitudes are in this awful state, supposing they are going to heaven and are instead going straight to hell. The end of
this Church Age is at hand. This could be the day. The children of God could leave here today. Everything is
complete. Everything is ready. If the rapture takes place today and you are not saved, you'll be left to endure the
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Tribulation. You'll be the same. You'll have sinned away your day of grace with a thin religious coat on. You say,
"Well, I believe I'm all right." Well, if you are saved, you know it. You don't hope it. You don't think it. You don't
wish it. You know it. Here is one of the ways you will know you have eternal life -- "... if ye stand fast in the Lord."

There will be some testing and trying. There will be some big terrible waves, storms, problems and mountains and
valleys, pitfalls, pitchforks, devils, and people trying their best to make you waver and turn and compromise and give
up. But we can stand fast in the Lord, it is proof we are saved. If we turn back, it proves we are not saved. Christians
continue. The pressures are heavy to make you not continue! The way it turns out, most who do profess, do not
continue.

Hebrews 3:6 -- But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.

This does not mean that a person who says he is saved will become lost again if he doesn't "hold these things fast unto
the end." It does prove that a person is saved if he perseveres to the end, and if he doesn't, that proves he was never
saved.

This idea of antinomianism is prominent. Antinomianism teaches that people who live in sin, yet say they are saved,
are going to heaven. That's the Devil's lie. That teaching is not found in the Bible. The ones who are saved do hold
fast the confidence and hope firm unto the end. Why do you think the martyrs would be burned at the stake rather than
recant? Why do you suppose they would stand with their eyes toward heaven, some singing hymns, some praying,
others testifying as the fire burned the life out of them? Because they were Christians. They continued in the faith.
They would die before they would turn back. They held fast their confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto
the end. Proof of salvation. Christians continue.

Hebrews 5:9 -- And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him;

And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? (Luke 6:46)

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: (John 10:27)

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 15:14)

Those who are possessors of eternal life by the grace of God, obey Him. But those who don't obey the Lord, don't
even desire to obey the Lord, don't want to serve the Lord, don't want to please the Lord, why would anyone think that
person is a Christian?

Christ is the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him. We don't keep ourselves saved by obeying Him,
but obedience is simply proof that we are His sheep. If we had to keep ourselves saved, we wouldn't last long. We
obey Him because we are saved, because we know Him.

Hebrews 6:11-12 -- And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance
of hope unto the end. That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit
the promises.

Christians continue. They desire to serve the Lord. This passage reveals the danger that there might be false professors
among the saved. Paul's desire was that they were all saved, "every one." The proof of that genuine salvation will be,
"... the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end." Christians continue by faith.

Hebrews 10:38-39 -- Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no
pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the
saving of the soul.

Those who are new creatures in Christ will not be found among those "who draw back unto perdition." Those who
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draw back unto perdition are lost. They never were saved. They are just as lost after they make a profession as they
were before. They are worse off than before. This age of easy-believism has succeeded in persuading raw sinners to
try to act like they are saved. They can't do it for long. They wind up back in their old hog wallers of sin time and time
again.

In order for "evangelists" to save face and reputation as powerful soul winners, the name of "carnal Christian" was
invented. When their "converts" wind up back in their adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strive, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings,
sodomy, covetousness, self-loving, boasting, pride, blasphemies, disobedience to parents, unthankfulness, ungodliness,
etc. etc., they are excused by saying, "Oh, they are just carnal Christians. They just need to grow."

That sounds good to the sinner. He can do all this sinning and still go to heaven. The broad way is crowded with those
who are going straight to hell, yet thinking they will go to heaven (Matthew 7:13-14). But God says, "Be not deceived
..." These shall not inherit the kingdom of God! Christians continue.

2 Peter 2:19-22 -- While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption. for of
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. For if after they have escaped the
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from
the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Here we have a Bible description of the easy-believism "soul winners" and their "converts." Notice, "... The dog is
turned to his own vomit again." He was still a dog after making his profession of salvation. If he had been saved, he
would have then been a sheep. Also, "... the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." She was still a sow.
She wasn't washed in the blood of Christ. If she had been, she would have been a new creature. She would have been
a ewe instead of a sow. Sheep don't eat their vomit and ewes don't wallow in the mire. Dogs and sows do! Satan and
his ministers are professionals at getting people to make false professions that won't hold up under pressure. Real
Christians continue!

1 John 2:18-19 -- Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. They went out from us, but they
were not of us; for f they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out,
that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

The tares are called antichrists. They were among the Christians, but not of them. If they had been saved, there would
have been no doubt about them continuing with them. Why? Christians continue.

Romans 6:23 -- For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Those who live in sin are sinners. Find one place in the Bible where God's children are called sinners after they are
saved. Oh, we are not perfect. We are not perfect creatures, but we are new creatures. Sin is not the theme of our lives
as it was before salvation. You will not find one case in the Bible where a child of God is called a sinner. The lost are
called sinners, God's children are called saints and sons of God. This is not sinless perfection, but the domination of
sin is broken.

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness" (Romans 6:16-18).

Conclusion
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Many have been led down "the Roman Road" more than once, only to end up again in the mire of sin. Others have
repeated a prayer after some nice person, with no change in their life. The Roman Road may lead to Rome, but no one
finds salvation there. It is on the Calvary road where men and women "find the Saviour." Just hearing about Him is not
enough. You must know Him.

Luke 23:33 -- And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him,
and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

Why did He die? -- "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:" (1
Cor. 15:3-4).

That is the gospel. The Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ said -- "... repent ye, and believe the gospel" (Mark 1:15b); "I
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).

There is no salvation apart from repentance. If you have not repented, you are not saved. If you know now you are a
lost sinner who deserves to go to hell, but you really do desire God's salvation, are you repentantly sorrowful for your
sins? Will you repent and turn from your sins?

The Bible says -- "Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near" (Isaiah 55:6). The
Bible does not say repeat after someone. It says, "call ye upon him while he is near." The Lord is near. He will save
you and you will know it. And you will continue by His grace and strength.

* Excerpted and/or adapted from an article in the July 1998, The Perilous Times
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